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others, sought to change the system. Eventually
that happened but not without great personal
sacrifice from many people.

The more that I learn about Nelson Mandela
the more I am called to take a look at my own
priorities. I think his life and struggles
encourage us to examine how seriously we take
our commitment to change, to making a
difference in the world and the church, to
having a vision that gives purpose and direction.
Mandela's story is worth remembering. Not a
bad thing to think about as we begin a fresh
year filled with new possibilities!
Most of us know some things about his life. He
was born on July 18, 1918, in Mveso, Transkei,
South Africa. In his early twenties, Mandela
became involved in the anti-aparthied
movement. He joined the African National
Congress (ANC) in 1942, and for twenty years
he directed a campaign of peaceful, nonviolent
defiance against the South African government
and its racist policies. He directed the 1952
Defiance Campaign and the 1955 Congress of
the People.

In 1956, Mandela and 150 others were arrested
and charged with treason for their political
advocacy. They were eventually acquitted. By
1959 Mandela was frustrated by the lack of
change. Once committed to a nonviolent
protest, he began to believe that armed
struggle might be the only way to effect change.
He eventually co-founded Umkhonto we Sizwe,
also known as MK, an armed offshoot of the
ANC, dedicated to sabotage and guerrilla war
tactics to end aparthied.
In 1961, Mandela launched a three-day national
worker’s strike. He was arrested for leading the
strike the following year, and was sentenced to
five years in prison. Mandela was brought to
trial again. This time, he and ten other ANC
leaders were sentenced to life imprisonment
for political offenses, including sabotage.
Mandela would serve twenty-seven years in
prison, during which time he contracted
tuberculosis and received the lowest level of
care from prison workers.

In 1981, a memoir was discovered by South
African intelligence agent Gordon Winter which
described a plot by the South African
government to arrange for Mandela’s escape
but then to have him shot before recapture.
The plot was foiled by British intelligence.
Mandela remained such a potent symbol of
Aparthied was a legacy of Dutch and British
black resistance that an international
colonial rule in South Africa. The vast majority
movement was launched to obtain his release.
of Africans were subjugated by a tiny minority
That eventually came in 1990, but only after a
of whites who held all power, prestige, and
long and difficult struggle. The newly elected
wealth. It was instituted in 1948 and lasted until
South African President, F. W. de Klerk, worked
the early 1990's. The people had no voice and
with Mandela to set in place a process to
no vote. They were forced to live in designated
dismantle the system of apartheid. Mandela
areas and their movement was controlled. It
was elected South Africa’s first black president
was a system of glaring racism and
in 2009.
discrimination, and the response was often
chilling indifference. Mandela, and many
What many might not know was the influence
Continued on page 13

we know the schedule change has created
some challenges, the overall response has
been positive, and the increase in Sunday
School attendance has been dramatic!
Sunday School is where we not only gain
in our knowledge and love of God and His
Word, we also gain in our knowledge and
love of our brothers and sisters in Christ,
with whom we are privileged to serve.
Get connected—join a Sunday School
class as part of your church resolution!

Ever set a New Year’s resolution for
yourself? Most everyone has probably
done so at some point in their lives.
January 1 is a date that many wellintended people endeavor to turn over a
new leaf and change their lives in some
positive manner. The diet starts, or the
bad habit stops, or a self-improvement
project is undertaken. Oftentimes, we in
the church look at our programs and activities at the beginning of a new year in a
similar manner. The flurry of Advent and
Christmas activities are over, we take a
deep breath, and we contemplate starting
new things to fill the time we now have
available.

that our level of commitment is readily
apparent. The highly-regarded Christian
author John Stott wrote of this level of
commitment in Balanced Christianity: He
had attended “a performance of Handel’s
Messiah in the Royal Albert Hall. As the
oratorio reached its climax with the
Hallelujah Chorus, those majestic
affirmations that ‘the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth…King of kings and
Lord of lords,’ and the final ‘Amen,’ I
confess that I was deeply stirred. When
the music ended the audience broke into
a great roar of applause, which was a
perfectly proper way of expressing their
appreciation to conductor, choir,
orchestra and soloists. But then, as the
applause died away, all the people began
reaching for their hats and coats, laughing
and talking and jostling one another as
they made for the exits. Is it overly pious
of me to say that I could not move? I had
been transported into heaven, into
eternity, into the presence of the great
King himself. It was somehow not enough
for me to clap for the musicians; I wanted
to fall on my face and worship God. Am I
odd to react with such profound religious
emotion? Or am I right to ask what people
are doing with their emotions that they
can listen to an oratorio or attend a
church service and remain apparently
unmoved? I make no plea for
emotionalism, for that is an artificial
display, a spurious pretense. But
emotions, genuine feelings legitimately
aroused—these must be expressed, not
suffocated.” Are you giving to God in such
a wholehearted way? Resolve to give to
God with your whole being, to give your
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service, and your witness. Show your
gratitude to Jesus Christ for the gift He
has given freely to us—to be in the
presence of God for all eternity—by giving
Him your whole self. It is the least we can
do!

In order to be effective, we need to assess
how we are currently functioning. This
month we are launching our stewardship
campaign. We all need to determine if we
are supporting VRUMC with our prayers,
our presence, our gifts, our service, and
our witness, to the extent that our
Heavenly Father wants. Whether this
church is your only church home, or your
church home for part of the year, there
are always needs to be met and tasks that
need hands and feet—please do not
hesitate to volunteer! We talk about
giving our heart to God, but too often we
only put in a half-hearted effort.
Together, we are the body of Christ, and
we all need to be working together in our
area of God’s design in order for the body
to function properly. In the book The Love
of Christ in the Local Congregation, Larry
Deason writes, “It is impossible to carry
out most of the Lord’s commandments to
His people except in the context of
relationships in a local congregation. Most
of the New Testament writings were
addressed to local Christian communities
rather than to isolated individuals, and
even those few that address individuals
(such as Timothy, Titus, and Philemon)
speak also to congregational situations.
The New Testament knows nothing of the
modern phenomenon of the ‘floating
membership’ in which Christians drift
aimlessly into involvement with everyone
in general and no one in particular. The
normal Christian lifestyle portrayed in the
New Testament involves a decisive
Happy New Year!
commitment to a definite community of
Pastor Chris
believers on a day-to-day basis.”

One of the areas we have been
contemplating has to do with the Mission
and Vision of Velda Rose United
Methodist, and how we can be more
effective in our ministry here: effective for
the existing body of Christ who already
worship at VRUMC, and effectively
reaching out to the unchurched people in
the surrounding community in which the
church exists. Pastor Larry and I have read
much research in these areas, and we
have had meetings with those who are
interested in seeing how best to proceed.
Part of the outcome of these discussions
has been put in place—namely,
reorganizing the Sunday morning worship,
and creating a dedicated Sunday School
We each need to resolve to give of
hour that everyone could attend. While
ourselves in such a whole-hearted way
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below are many of the things we
should all be preparing for the
people who care for us.

A man who spent out his last years
sleeping in a beat up old truck on our
church property died recently. There
was no family to contact as he lay in
critical condition at Banner
Baywood, so our pastors were asked
to come to the hospital to make endof-life decisions for him, as well as
giving pastoral care and prayer for
the man as he breathed his last.

This is about much more than the
Living Will and Healthcare Power of
Attorney your doctor might be
bugging you about. We live in an
information age. You may have bank
accounts, house deeds, mortgages,
stocks and bonds, car loans, and
other financial dealings to consider.
Does a trusted someone have the
information as to how to contact the
companies that hold your holdings,
as well as your Social Security
number so they can access it easily?
Is all of that information kept up-todate? Do you have the information
of that trusted someone in your
wallet so it is easily accessed? The
funny thing about death is that it can
happen suddenly…

one that costs something, as it is not
necessary. A “do not
resuscitate” (DNR) should be
discussed with your doctor, if you
are interested, but should also be
discussed with anyone who will be a
part of a life or death decision on
your behalf.
But now that you have those
documents, where are they? If they
are in a file somewhere, it won’t do
much good, especially the Living
Will. If you have an accident or a
heart attack, the need will be
immediate. You should create a card
for your wallet that declares you
have a Living Will and where it is. I
keep a copy in my car.

Finally, the church keeps a file in the
office with basic information. You
likely filled out a form when you
joined. Perhaps you have moved
Do you have pets that need caring
since then, or remarried. Your phone
for? Does someone have a key to
numbers may have changed. It is so
We have learned little about the
your
house
that
they
might
be
cared
helpful for us to have current names
man in the ensuing weeks. He could
for
in
case
of
an
accident?
and numbers of family/friends to
have been a pauper or a king, for all
contact in case you are hospitalized.
we know. Without anyone to contact
Let’s not forget the technology,
We can also be the repository of
it is impossible to know whether he
either. Make sure someone knows
other necessary info—a copy of your
had, well, anything. A very sad
how to access your phone, your
living will can be placed in your files,
ending, indeed.
computer, your social media
information as to what funeral plans
I mention him because while most of accounts, and your email. Who in
you have already made, and even
your
phone
list
needs
to
be
conus have connections, people around
such basic things as to what music
tacted? Are there bills that are
us who care, many of us are not
and Scriptures you might like at your
automatically
deducted
from
your
much more prepared for our
memorial service.
checking account? The utility
eventual passing than this man in
That’s a whole lot to think about,
the truck. Here is a secret many of us companies, the cable company,
anyone you do business with on a
isn’t it? We’d all better get started!
try to ignore: the death rate across
monthly
basis
will
need
to
be
Watch for an upcoming seminar
the world is 100%. Yes, we are all
notified.
Your
trusted
someone
during Lent on end of life issues.
going to die one day. Wouldn’t it be
great if at the time of our death, the should have all of that information, Because, again, the death rate is
as well.
100%--unless something drastic has
people who love us have all the
changed since I started writing this!
information they need to make
About that Living Will and the
decisions on our behalf, close out
Healthcare Power of Attorney—
—Pastor Pam
accounts, and notify friends and
forms for both can be found on the
businesses that we are gone? So
Internet. The State of Arizona has
forgive me for the long missive, but
them for free. Don’t be drawn into
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Sunday, January 7
The Waters of Stewardship
Baptism of the Lord
Scripture: *1 Timothy 6:18-19; Galatians
5:1; Mark 1:4-11
Sermon: "Live Free: Free to Take the
Plunge!"
Sunday, January 14
Stewardship Sunday One
Human Relations Sunday
Scripture: *1 Timothy 6:18-19; Psalm 139:1-6; 13-18;
John 1:43-51
Sermon: “Live Free: Free From the Money Trap!”
Sunday, January 21
Stewardship Sunday Two
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:18-19; Mark 1:14-20; Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Sermon: “Live Free: Free to Be Rich!”

Your Board of Trustees
want to update you on
completed projects,
concerns and our new
organ.


Thermostats have
been repaired in the
library.


Thermostats and heat pump have
been repaired in the church office.



We had a discussion with Debbie
Walsh from Life Line Screening
regarding the mess they left
behind and leaving the door
propped wide open into Moore
Hall.







A new irrigation system timer has
been consolidated making it easier
to use.



The organ pit will be filled up

Sunday, January 28
Stewardship Sunday Three
Scripture: Mark 1:21-28, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Speaker: “Live Free: Free From the Uncertainty
of Riches!”
Sunday, February 4
Stewardship Sunday Four
Commitment Sunday
Scripture: *1Timothy 6:18-19; Mark 1:29-39
Sermon: "Live Free: Free to Take Hold of Life!"

Go to veldarose.org/worship to see a
summary of each sermon. * asterisk refers
to primary preaching text.

to five inches from the top with
file a report before coming to the
crushed granite that Bill Hayden
meeting and send them out to all
has arranged to be donated. He is
the Committee members.
also working on getting the
cement donated that will fill in the Next Board of Trustees Meeting is
last five inches.
Thursday, January 4, 2018, at 6:30 pm
in Martin Hall.
The Trustees enlisted Skip Pepers
to adjust the speakers and pipes
If you have any concerns about our
for the new organ console as
church property, please contact a
needed.
member of the Trustees: Jerry Gerrard, Chairperson; Dr. Rev. Larry NorDuane Clark and Jerry Gerrard are ris, Staff Representative; Duane
in the process of building an
Clark, Vice Chairperson; Jill Prather,
electrical box for the cords that
Representative to the Finance Comservice the new organ, speakers mittee; Howard Orr, Secretary; Larry
and the power supply to the
Jackson, Dan White, Al Schubring, Bill
organ.
Hayden, Joan Most, Peg Snowdall



Duane Clark is checking into
programmable thermostats to use
in the Sanctuary.



The Church Council is requesting
all Church Committee members
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The Stewardship program for 2018 will begin on Sunday, January
14, and conclude on Commitment Sunday, February 4. The theme
of “Live Free: Take Hold of the Life that Really is Life,” is based on
1 Timothy 6:18-19 and Galatians 5:1. We will explore what it
means to respond to Christ as stewards of all the resources that
have gifted our lives. To be free in Christ means that we respond
to God’s invitation to be “Free From the “Money Trap,” “Free to
Be Rich,” Free from the Uncertainty of Riches,” and “Free to Take
Hold of Life.” May God prepare our hearts and minds as a
community of faith to be open to our needs and potential as we
enter into a new year.

and joy to our Creator God.
What a Prayer Chain is not . . .
A gossip center. Prayer warriors know their task is to
talk to God about your needs, not to their friend or
neighbor.

Velda Rose Prayer Chain
Ephesians 6:18
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
What a Prayer Chain is . . .
A group of men and women who serve God and the
community by lifting prayers of comfort, healing, love,

Need prayer?
The Velda Rose prayer chain has combined with the
UMW prayer chain in order to better blanket the whole
community with prayers. If you or someone you love
needs prayer, please call Ruth Mogen at (480) 2024550.
Like to pray?
If you would like to be a part of this chain of prayer
warriors, you are more than welcome! Your name will
be put on a list and you will be called with information
when a need comes up. Please call Pastor Pam at (602)
909-2939.
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Pregnancy, Kairos, House of Refuge,
UMCOR and Fort Yuma UMC
Children’s Program. And best of all,
we were able to give more to our own
VRUMC Samaritan Fund, VRUMC
Food Bank and our local UMW
Christmas Stocking School Project.
Well done!
This is my first report as the new
President of the Velda Rose United
Methodist Women. We ended the
year with our annual Christmas Lunch
on Thursday, December 7. Our theme
was an international potluck in honor
of our multicultural backgrounds. We
gave thanks for the successful year of
raising money for missions through
our Rummage sales. Joyfully we
ended the year with a surplus of
$49,000 beyond our 2017 budget.
We were able to support United
Methodist Hurricane Relief in Florida,
Georgia, Texas, South Carolina and
Puerto Rico. We added more money
to our contributions to the Desert SW
Conference, UMC Nomads, Lura
Turner House, UMOM, Teen Outreach

We are thankful for all of our
volunteers in the Rummage Sale
Mission Project under the direction of
our Rummage Managers: Joan & Tim
Most. It takes over 200 volunteers to
hold our two bi-annual sales. When
we join together in community we are
a powerful force. We pray that we
continue to increase in our Faith,
We selected our new officers for 2018 Hope, and Love in the coming year.
at the December meeting. Congratulations to all the ladies that have vol- Our newly selected slate of officers
unteered their talents in the following and committee chairs will hold the
areas:
first Executive Committee Meeting on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018, in Martin
President: Billie Larime
Hall at 9:00 am. Our regular Unit
Vice President: Patricia Nixon
Lunch Meeting, is scheduled for
Secretary: Susan Lyons
Thursday, January 4, 2018, in Moore
Treasurer: Arlene Oisten
Hall at noon, hosted by Circle 2.
Nominations Chair: Brenda Monks
See you in the New Year.
Coordinator, UMW Reading:
Anita Miller
Billie Larime
Secretary, Program Resources:
UMW President
Carla Burman
Spiritual Growth: Grace Van Brunt
Education/Interpretation:
Kay Roemmich
Social Action: Tish Roberts

Circle 2 will be meeting Wednesday, January 17, in
Martin Hall at 1:00 pm. They will be having their
UMW Pledge to Mission Program at that time. If you
would like to join them, please contact Arlene Oisten
at (480) 380-1760.

Circle 3 and 4 will meet on Thursday, January 18, at
1:00 in Martin Hall. The program will be "Spiritual
Happiness" presented by Billie Larime and Grace Van
Brunt based upon a conference they attended. Please
join them for this special program. Separate Circle
meetings will follow the presentation. Please contact
Carla Burman (480) 304-0227 if you wish to attend.
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I leave you with this poem—it was
shared with me by my friend, Claire
Bura, who lives in Tucson:

If you were never broken, then how
would you know that I can make you
whole?

IF

If you never had a problem, then
how would you know that I can
solve them?

If you never felt pain, then how
would you know that I am a Healer?
If you never had to pray, then how
would you know that I am a
Deliverer?

It has been so exciting to see our
Sunday School classes continue to
grow. Our leaders are doing a
fantastic job finding just the right
material to share with their class.
There has been some interest
expressed in a mid-week women's
study. If this is something that
interests you, please let me know
and I will schedule this. As always,
I am here to serve the Education
Department.

If you never felt sadness, then how
would you know that I am a
Comforter?
If you never made a mistake, them
how would you know that I am a
Forgiver?
If you knew everything, then how
would you know that I will answer
your questions?
If you never were in trouble, then
how would you know that I am a
Rescuer?

What is SpiritGifts? It is an exciting
program in which individuals join together
in supportive community to discover their
unique spiritual gifts and how they may
use the gifts to further God’s plan for their
lives, their church and their world. The
6-week Sunday School class begins
Sunday, January 7, in Room 605.
Questions? Contact Dana Chaney, (602)
502-4699
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If you never had any suffering, then
you would you know what I went
through?
If you never went through the fire,
then how would you become pure?
If I never corrected you, then how
would you know that I love you?
If you had all power, then how
would you learn to depend on me?
If your life was perfect, then what
would you need Me for?
I love you,
Jesus

Pastor Pam’s “Happy Wanderers” class
will be starting a new study beginning,
Sunday, January 7. The book is “Making
Sense of the Bible” by Adam Hamilton.

pots, electric fry pans, clocks that
have cords, telephones, juicers,
mixers, irons, blow dryers, curling
irons, etc. The Furniture Department
is pretty self-explanatory. This
department could easily be shared.
One person could do the indoor
furniture and another person could
do the outdoor furniture. If you have
Christmas is not even here yet, so it an interest in either of these
is hard to believe that the next
departments, please contact Joan
rummage sale is only 10 weeks away, Most, (480) 219-2669.
February 22 -24. It will be here
before we know it. Now is the time
Pre-Sale Meeting for Rummage
to clean out closets, storage areas,
Workers
garages, etc. You can donate your
This is an advance notice of a
items at the rummage warehouse on pre-sale meeting for rummage
Monday through Friday, 8:00 to
workers to be held on Tuesday,
11:00 am. If you need the items to be February 13, 10:00 am, in Moore
picked up, contact Joan Most, (480) Hall. This meeting has been helpful
219-2669. If no answer, leave your
to people and it gives us a chance to
name, phone number, and brief
go over some of the things we need
message on the answering machine. everyone to hear. Please try to
attend this meeting. More
Department Chairs Needed
information later, but this notice is
For the February rummage sale a
so you can put it on your calendar.
chairperson is needed for Small
Appliances and for Furniture. Small
Shopping at Rummage
Appliances sells TVs, stereos, crock
Workers and their friends are
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welcome to shop between 8:00 and
11:00 am Monday through Friday.
Workers are always welcome;
however, friends and relatives must
come with a worker. DO NOT SEND
YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES TO
SHOP WITHOUT YOU COMING WITH
THEM. The last day for family and
friends of workers to shop will be
Friday, February 9. Beginning
Monday, February 12, it is workers
only until the days of the sale.
Last Date for Pickups Before the Sale
The last day for pickups for the
February sale is Friday, February 9.
Plan ahead; do not wait until the last
day to call. Please remember that
people who do the pickups are
volunteers. Do not expect a pickup
on the same day that you call.
Week After the Sale
The building is open only to workers
who are packing up their
departments for our building
cleanout.

By Anita Miller
United Methodist Women's
Reading Program
Money on
Purpose:
Finding a
Faith-Filled
Balance,
By Shayna
Lear
With the
start of a
new year,
Money on
Purpose by
Shayna
Lear, offers a chance to review our
spending habits. She identifies four
types of financial personalities.

Today, credit rules. People may not
fully understand that interest on the
unpaid balance of a credit card
account could amount to more than
the purchase and may take years to
pay off.

SAVER: They like to accumulate
money and are good at budgeting. As
a saver, a person could benefit from a
plan to pay off their mortgage early.

INVESTOR: Investors go out and make
their money make more money.
Since we all need food, shelter,
Investors can be tricky; sometimes
clothing, etc., we need to find ways to they have money coming in soon, but
be creative with money. In Proverbs
not right now.
22:7 "The rich rule over the poor and
GIVER: People in this group believe
the borrower is slave to the lender."
Today the average credit card balance that money exists for the purpose of
blessing others. These people can be
is $8,000. Federal Chapter 7
easily taken advantage of.
bankruptcy filings (fresh start) are
rising among senior citizens. There are
More money is not the solution.
other ways to make purchases, such
Proverbs 19:10 tells us that it is
as using layaway, saving money over
foolish to have what we cannot
time and simply going without.
afford. "It is not fitting for a fool to
live in luxury."
The author reviews four financial
personalities in detail in her book,
below is a sampling.

Money has taken on different forms
over time. Prior to the Civil War, each
SPENDER: May or may not balance
state had its own currency. The
government then stepped in to set up their checkbook. When it comes to
money, their weakness is a lack of
nationally-accepted gold coins.
discipline and planning. A solution
could be to set up automatic bill
paying.

"Never spend your money before you
have earned it." —Thomas Jefferson

Do you appreciate listening to music? Would you like to
learn to play an instrument? Beginning in January, we
are going to start a new opportunity for handbell
ringing. This will be an exploratory group to learn basic
ringing techniques; you do not need to know how to
read music! Where it goes from there is entirely up to
the people who come: individuals could learn the
techniques for their own curiosity; or they could aim for
becoming a substitute for the Canterbury Bells; or if
there is enough interest, a new group could be formed
that might ring for fun or for worship, but indisputably for God’s glory! The first meeting will be on Thursday,
January 4 at 10:00 am at the handbell tables in the Sanctuary. Please call the church office and leave your name
and phone number if you are interested, or even just a little curious, and let us know you are coming.
—Pastor Chris
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The major schism in Methodism
occurred in 1845 over the issues of
slavery and the episcopacy. There
was a split into two denominations,
the Methodist Episcopal Church
North and the Methodist Episcopal
Church South. The two churches,
plus The Methodist Protestant
Church, united to form the
Methodist Church. In 1968, the
Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church
joined to form the United Methodist
Church. And now there is another
issue that may once again split the
United Methodist Church.
This issue is over differing views on
same-sex marriage and the
I would like to apologize to those of ordination of lesbian, bi-sexual, gay,
you whom I let down last month for trans-sexual and queer (LBGTQ)
the walking tour of downtown Mesa. clergy. You can read more about this
I didn’t plan well and I made life
issue at http://www.umc.org/newsdifficult for you. Please accept my
and-media/united-methodist-news.
apologies.
Now this article takes a personal
tone. The possibility of a split breaks
This article started out as a look at
my heart. I am a life-long Methodist
the past and how we Methodists
and I love the United Methodist
have argued and walked away from Church. This family has been central
one another over church governto my conversion and subsequent
ance, doctrinal, and social issues. As walk with God.
I was researching this month’s
article, I came upon this website
Finding the Uniting Methodists is an
http://unitingmethodists.com/. I’d
answer to prayer. This is from its
like to share with you what this is
introduction: Uniting Methodists is a
about.
movement of Christ-centered,
hope-filled, United Methodists,
By Ann Greenberg

uniting in Christ to make disciples for
the transformation of the world. We
challenge in love that which divides,
and we offer to all people God’s
saving grace that transforms the
world.
“Despite our differences, we have
learned to live together and to love
one another as brothers and sisters
in Christ, affirming the same historic
creeds, attending the same
churches, Sunday school classes and
Bible studies, and participating side
by side in mission and ministry. We
are bound together in a Wesleyan
understanding of God’s love and
grace.
We, the undersigned clergy and laity,
believe that it is possible to be
faithful United Methodist Christians
and to disagree on how we interpret
scripture regarding same-sex marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ
persons.”
I believe this is what Christ calls the
church to be “Despite our differences, we have learned to live together and to love one another as
brothers and sisters in Christ . . .”
Please go to the Uniting Methodists
website and prayerfully read what
they have to say. God bless you.
http://www.gcah.org/history/united
-methodist-church-timeline

The Red Hat ladies will be going to lunch on
Friday, January 12, to The Bavarian Point
Restaurant. They will meet at Bavarian Point,
located at 4815 E Main St, just west of Higley on
the south side of the street at 11:30 am. All ladies
are welcome to join them. Please contact Karen
Butler at (480) 635-8624 for reservations or for more information.
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Rev. Adam Hamilton,
American Minister and
author

The library committee has
been hard at work this year
culling books over 20 years
old from the collection and
rearranging the shelves. We
encourage you to take a
look at our new Important
Theologians section. There
are men and women from
all over the world who have
contributed to the field of
theology. You may or may
not agree with them, but

you will be challenged to think about your own theology.
Make a resolution for 2018 that you will read one book a
month that will enhance your Christian education. We
are here to help you!
January’s Featured Author: Adam Hamilton
Adam Hamilton is the senior pastor of The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,
Kansas. He has authored over 25 books, some of which
have been used in Bible studies here at Velda Rose UMC.
We have only a handful of his books and we plan to add
more in 2018.

Billie Fidlin, the Director of
Outreach with the Desert
Southwest Conference, will be
the featured speaker on
Thursday, January 11. She will be
speaking on Human Trafficking.
Human trafficking is defined as “.
. . modern-day slavery and
involves the use of force, fraud,
or coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.” by the Department of Homeland
Security. This inhumane activity is “second only to drug
trafficking as the most profitable transnational crime.”
Please join us January 11 in Martin Hall starting at 1:00
pm to learn more about this topic that traumatizes
millions on a daily basis. Education is the first step
toward eradicating this scourge.

The United Methodist Men’s Club is once again planning for their Pie Night. Set aside Tuesday, January 23,
for an exciting and fun-filled night in Moore Hall. The
doors will open at 6:00 pm and the auction will begin at
7:00 pm. Pie and beverage will be served. Trophies will
be awarded for the best pie in each flavor. Come see
who makes the best pies and which pie receives the
highest bid. Last year’s top pie bid was $115.
Pie bakers, please sign-up to bake a pie/pies either for
auction or for consumption on pie night. There will be a
table on the patio beginning on Sunday, January 7.
Tickets for Pie Night are $5 per person and will be
available beginning on Sunday, January 7.
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In 1990, Brad Smith, a seminary intern at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in
Columbia, South Carolina, had a brainstorm while saying a prayer for a youth gathering
on Super Bowl weekend. Why not use this weekend as a way to collect donations to
feed hungry people? And a movement was born.
That first year 22 youth groups in Columbia churches participated, raising $5,700 that
was donated to area non-profits. Since then more than $100 million has been sent to
soup kitchens, food banks, and other charities throughout the United States. https://
souperbowl.org/
This year, your Missions Committee is participating in the 2018 Souper Bowl of Caring.
On Sunday, February 4, committee members will be outside of Moore Hall and the
Sanctuary holding soup pots and standing by grocery carts for your donations of cash
and canned soup for our Food Pantry. We look forward to seeing the generosity of our
congregation filling pots and carts to overflowing!

A Note From
Bob ...

Thanksgiving, pull the covers over my head, and wake
up on January 2.”

Moving through
the Thanksgiving/
Christmas holidays
is a joyful time for
many, but not all
people.

During the past couple of months, I have heard the
same thought expressed in our Grief Support group
here at the church.

To anyone who has dealt with sorrow, heartbreak and
broken dreams in 2017, I urge you to consider coming
to the Grief Support group as we head into a new year.
Those who have
We meet every Wednesday at 4:00 pm in Madsen
lost a loved one to Parlor. You will find help and hope over the coming
death during the year often have a terrible time dealing months and learn some valuable tools and skills for
with their grief during that time that is popularly
finding new life after any loss. There is no magic or
referred to as “The Season to be Jolly”.
quick fix, but I can assure you there is a light at the end
of the tunnel that is not an oncoming freight train.
As many of you know, I have been helping people cope
with loss and grief for 39 years. I’ve heard more than a Peace and joy,
few say “I would like to go to bed the day before
Bob Deits
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Happy New Year! I hope that you've had the most wonderful Christmas season ever
with family and friends and that your New Year's celebration was just as wonderful.
I'm in the process of scheduling activities in the upcoming months for you to
consider. Check the bulletins weekly for scheduled events. As always, if you have an
activity you'd like to have me check out, you can reach me in the office.
Barbara Emri
Director of Family Ministries

You have an opportunity to go to the Phoenix Zoo and
experience ZooLights. Our trip has been scheduled for Monday,
January 8. We'll leave the parking lot at 4:45 pm and the group
will decide when we leave the zoo. Tickets are $15.00 per
person—this includes your admission into the zoo and your seat
on the bus. ONLY 15 TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE, SO SIGN UP
QUICKLY! Contact Barbara Emri, Family Ministries Coordinator,
if you have any questions. Please join us!

of Methodism in Mandela’s life. At the
suggestion of one of his father’s friends,
Mandela was baptized in the Methodist
Church. The United Methodist News
Service said that, “Throughout his life,
Nelson Mandela had many connections
to Methodism. A graduate of a
Methodist boarding school where many
future African leaders were educated,
the anti-aparthied champion was
mentored by Methodist preachers and
educators and formed a bond with a
Methodist chaplain in prison.”
The Times obituary reported: "The
enlarging of Mr. Mandela’s outlook
began at Methodist missionary schools
and the University College of Fort Hare,
then the only residential college for
blacks in South Africa. Mr. Mandela said
later that he had entered the university
still thinking of himself as a Xhosa first,
but left with a broader African
perspective." Throughout his life, Mr.
Mandela credited John Wesley and
Methodist theology with helping to
shape his ideas of social justice and

change.

vote. Three years later, at age 75, Nelson
Mandela was elected President of South
There is much to think about when we
Africa. He was awarded, along with F.W.
ponder Mr. Mandela's life. He was a man
de Klerk, the Nobel Peace Prize.
who was shaped in a society that gave
virtually no hope to the average black
Nelson Mandela was driven by strong
"person." Notice that I did not say, a
principles and a great vision to destroy
"citizen." If one cannot vote, they are
an evil. He witnessed first-hand how
not a citizen. He lived, again, I say,
apartheid exposed the ugly side of
"lived," under the heel of oppression for human nature and created a recipe for
most of his life. While some of Mr.
the abuse of power. From his beginnings
Mandela's actions will continue to be
in tribal life to becoming a world leader,
debated by social activists, there is a
and until his passing, he leaves a legacy
lesson to be learned about how
as a freedom-fighter and symbol of
sustained oppression can lead people to hope. It is also enlightening to know that
want to take violent action.
some of the same seeds that nourished
his life and drove his vision, namely his
Nelson Mandela was a man who lived by
own Methodist roots, are the same that
his conscience. Some years before his
have touched our lives. Perhaps that is
release in 1985, he was offered a pardon
something we should remember more
by President P.W. Botha if he would
often! It is also a challenge for us to ask,
publically renounce armed struggle as a
“What is the mission and vision of Velda
way to effect change. He refused and
Rose? What drives us to action?”
remained incarcerated. Finally, in 1990,
the ANC was granted legal status, and
See you in church!
Mandela was released at the age of 71.
Pastor Larry
Apartheid was ended and for the first
time in 300 years South Africans could
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You will find the Prayer Request Book on the podium outside the doors to the
Sanctuary on Sunday. The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend
they would like to be remembered in prayer. In the interest of space, names will
appear on this list in The Vision for two issues and then be removed unless a request
is made to remain. Contact our Prayer Team with prayers during the week.
Prayer Team: Call the church office (480) 832-2111,
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen, (480) 202-4550

Annie Grace Smith
Barry Jensen
Bob Deits
Bob Loots
Carl G. Anderson Family
Carol Ball
Dale Smith
Debbie Mareno
Don & Liz Crabtree
Eddie & Donna Miller

Heckman Family
Janet Durnal
Jean & Don Farmer
Jim & Betty White
John & Nadine Burley
John & Irene Shakelford
Krolick Family
Lance Paulson
Larry D’Agostino
Leonard & Mae Miller

Linda Lewis
Marietta Moravetz
Marion Bentz
Mary Aguilera
Pauline Wilson
Ruth Avis
Sannes Family
Hurricane Victims
Our Troops
Unhooked Recovery

Glenn Heckman, Sr.
12/5/17

A HUGE THANK YOU to all of you who have generously
donated to the Christmas Stocking Project. We were able
to package and deliver 500 stockings to children at the
following elementary schools: Taft, Jefferson, Sousa, and
Stevenson. These stockings were filled with travel size
soaps, shampoos, conditioners, lotions, six cereal bars,
candy, two candy canes, a small toy, a coloring book,
crayons, tooth brush, toothpaste, and topped with a
small stuffed animal. We also prepared 35 adult
stockings for our shut-ins. Thank you for all our help.
Please remember that we collect these items all year
long, so save those unused travel size items.

A very special thank you to our Compassionate Threads
group for donating 15 handmade quilts plus pillowcases
to our Arizonans for Children Christmas project. The 15
foster children that received those special quilts will
treasure and enjoy them. Thanks also to the
congregation members who purchased and donated toys
for the Arizonans for Children Christmas project. Those
toys will help make Christmas special for those children.
—Your Missions Committee

—Thank you from Circle 2 and the UMW
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January 1
Millie Quade
Elisabeth Szabo
Arlyn Thomson
Connie Zimmerman
January 3
Phyllis Dunn
Bonnie Frandson
Melisa Ika
Fern Killgrove
Dick Melling
Lee Nixon
January 4
Marilyn Colby
Xander Davis
Beth Hatch
January 5
Ronnie Nevarez
January 8
Bonnie Misch
Leona Vander Vorste

1/29/56
1/29/56
1/18/63
1/26/52

Dick & Judy Melling
Richard & Virginia Williams
Howard & Shirley Nutter
William & Jean Corkill

January 12
John Burley
Robert Lane
Cliff Lowum
Rita McDaniel
Ashleigh Orr

January 18
Lois Rowe
January 21
Tom McMahon
Rhonda Morgan
Wes Roose

January 13
Pat Schmitt

January 22
Hal Hartley

January 14
Gene Clabaugh
Paula Latu

January 23
Joan Penton

January 15
Sharon Erskine

January 25
Norma Winslow

January 16
Joyce Damron
Suzi Reed

January 26
Robert Maumatapule
January 27
Richard Miller

January 17
Diane Fischer
Mary Ann Little
Gayle Ottman

62 yrs
62 yrs
55 yrs
66 yrs

January 30
Deirdre Poyer

1/21/87
1/7/89
1/24/03
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Paula & Seini Latu
William & Delores Denny
Herbert & Carol Miller

31 yrs
29 yrs
15 yrs
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Helping the Love of God Bloom in You!
To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The
Vision, please update your mailing address with VRUMC.
It is posted online at www.veldarose.org.
Staff Leadership
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation
Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin, Associate Pastor
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation

NEXT ISSUE
7:15—7:45 am

8:00—9:00 am
9:10—10:10 am
10:30—11:30 am

Matins Worship
(30 minutes, with sermon, prayer,
2 hymns, Scripture, in Sanctuary)
Non-Traditional Worship
(reformatted, and in Moore Hall)
Sunday School
Traditional Worship
(in the Sanctuary)
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