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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME 

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements  

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER 

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord - our division, for we are not 
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in 
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual 
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not 
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and 
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and 
rushes like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our 
confession to Almighty God: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the 
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor:  In this Pentecost season, Lord - help us to let down our barriers to your 
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and 
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You.  As a result of the 
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, He forgives us 
all our sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin 
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our 
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His 
Holy Name, Amen. 

HYMN 362   Blessed Assurance  (1, 2, 3) 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):  O God, we thank you for your Son, 

who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his 

example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 

commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Alleluia. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our 

hearts, so that we may know the hope to which God has called us. Alleluia.
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SPECIAL MUSIC:          “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”           Dean Carson  

 
FIRST LESSON:   Psalm 26:1-8 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 
Declare me innocent, O LORD, for I have acted with integrity; I have trusted in the 

LORD without wavering. 
 
Put me on trial, LORD, and cross-examine me. Test my 

motives and my heart. 
 
For I am always aware of your unfailing love, and I have 

lived according to your truth. 
 
I do not spend time with liars or go along with 

hypocrites. 
 
I hate the gatherings of those who do evil, and I refuse to join in with 

the wicked. 
 
I wash my hands to declare my innocence.  I come to your altar, O 

LORD,
 
singing a song of thanksgiving and telling of all your wonders. 

 
I love your 

sanctuary, LORD,  the place where your glorious presence dwells. 

 
THE SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:9-21 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 

tightly to what is good.  Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 

honoring each other.  Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically.  Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on 

praying.  When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager 

to practice hospitality. 

 

Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless 

them.  Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep.  Live 

in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary 

people. And don’t think you know it all! 

 

Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see 

you are honorable.  Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the 

Scriptures say,  “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,”  says the Lord. 

 

Instead,   “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them 

something to drink.In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their 

heads.” 

 

Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 16:21-28 New Living Translation (NLT) 

 
From then on Jesus

[j]
 began to tell his disciples plainly that it was necessary for 

him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many terrible things at the hands  
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of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be 

killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead. 

But Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things. 

“Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. “This will never happen to you!” 

Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous 

trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from 

God’s.” 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must 

give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 
 
If you try to hang on to 

your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save 

it. 
 
And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?  

Is anything worth more than your soul? 
 
For the Son of Man will come with his 

angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their deeds.  

And I tell you the truth, some standing here right now will not die before they see 

the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
 

SERMON    "Why do Bad Things Happen to Good People?"   Pastor Steve Dygert 

 
SERMON HYMN:  456  In the Garden  (1, 2, 3) 
 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:   The Nicene CreedThe Nicene CreedThe Nicene CreedThe Nicene Creed (C) (C) (C) (C)    

 

"I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; [God of God], Light of 

Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made.   

“Who, for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 

rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on 

the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the 

living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.   

"And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds 

from the Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the  
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remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen." 
 

THE OFFERING: 

After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here 
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
     THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
HYMN 188   Thine Be the Glory  (1, 2, 3) 

THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God 

 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!   Thank you for joining us as we worship 
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here!  As a kindness to 
one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we are together in 
worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here! 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER COMING SOON! If you have items you’d like included in the 
next newsletter, by all means please forward them to Jeanne Keyser, who is our 
newsletter editor. We are thinking it would be published later in July but now would be a 
good time to get those articles started! 

COUNCIL MEETING THIS TUESDAY! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer 
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to 
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor when 
you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering 
is collected. 
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