December 2016 — NEWSLETTER

REMINDER:

FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS

No Gathering
In December

Hello one and all! With winter weather finally arriving and the holiday season getting into full swing, GWRRA activities are winding
down for the year. So it seems like a good
time to look back over the year and consider
what went well and what could use some fine-tuning. Our change to a Saturday morning gathering seems to be working well and
our Sunday morning Ride For Food has
been well attended. Add in the occasional
after meeting ride (often with a food destination) and a few impromptu rides
and I feel we have had a good year. Granted, some rides did not go so well and
we will try to learn from our mistakes to make things better in the future.

3rd Saturday
of each month
Johnson’s Corner
Restaurant
I-25 at Exit 254
Breakfast 8:00 am
Gathering 8:30 am

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS
ASSOCIATION

As new Chapter Directors, Inez and I had a lot to learn. We were able to attend
several rallies this year, which opened up a whole new world of Friends for
Fun, Safety, and Knowledge. (And lots of opportunities to buy stuff…) But
there is a lot more to learn! Our goal is to provide fun events that members
want to participate in. So after our November 19th gathering, we invited members to stay and discuss ride ideas for 2017. Old favorites as well as a few new
ride ideas were proposed. Tentative dates where chosen and have been combined with he District event information to create an initial Chapter G 2017
Ride Calendar which is available at our website:
http://www.gwrranortherncolorado.org
With less riding, now is a good time to consider repairs and upgrades to your
ride. Please share information with your fellow riders about things that have
worked particularly well for you, or things that haven’t. In either case, that personal testimonial is a big help is choosing the best options for you. If nothing
else, I see that WingStuff is happy to help you find gifts for the winger in your
life.
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Please enjoy this holiday season and we look forward to another great year of
riding in 2017.
Steve & Inez Scholbrock
Directors, Colorado Chapter ‘G’reat!
Friends for fun, safety, and knowledge
GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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A NOTE FROM your
Assistant Chapter Directors
2016 is nearly at an end and what a fun year we've had. We've taken many after meeting rides all around the
northern Colorado mountains and up and down the canyons. We took some longer trips to Wing Ding, some
folks were able to go to the Region Rally in Albuquerque and a bunch of us went to our District Rally in Montrose. We'll be planning rides for next year's rallies, Wing Ding in Grapevine, TX, Region "F"un Rally in Tucson,
AZ and wherever our District rally will be held. We hope many of you will be able to join us on those rides.
If you were able to make it to our annual fund raiser, Turkey Bingo, I hope you had a fun time. I know we had
plenty of food, we were even able to give out leftovers for those that wanted some yummy smoked meat. We also
had lots of yummy bake sale goodies and silent auction items. Many thanks to all who participated by either
working the kitchen, making things for the silent auction and bake sale and just being with friends and enjoying a
wonderful day. It was even nice enough for some people to ride their bikes, which is very unusual for November!
Thanks again to everyone for coming and we hope to see more of you next year.
We are once again planning next year's rides, if you have an idea for a day or weekend ride, please let us know.
You don't have to plan it all, we'll gladly help you with all the details. So don't be afraid to let us know what you'd
like to do, just call us.
Last year was great, let's all work together to make next year even more fun. Merry Christmas and best wishes for
the New Year.
Joyce & Rick Elmore
Chapter G Assistant Chapter Directors
Ride Coordinators

2016 Calendar & Events

December Calendar
Coming up activities - See attached flyers and watch for the weekly email reminders from Connie.
Saturday, December 4 - Ride For Food
8:00 am, City Café, 1442 Nelson Rd. Unit C, Longmont, CO
Sunday, November 10 - Chapter G Christmas Party
6PM at Mark & Connie’s. Please RSVP by Wednesday, December 7th.
Saturday, December 17 - NO Chapter G Meeting

Click here for a full Chapter G calendar
GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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A NOTE FROM Your
Rider Educator

Christmas is coming!
By Hugh Curley, CO-G Rider Educator
Be fair to your loved ones this Christmas – drop hints!
Item, part number, color, size, store (brick and mortar or on-line) address, price, etc. Pictures strategically
placed are good also.
Does your ride need more safety lights? How about that seat upgrade or highway pegs?
For the rider and co-rider, heated gloves, jacket and socks. Fleece-lined chaps are good for winter riding.
In preparation for that trip to Grapevine, TX, Tucson, AZ, to visit relatives, or to tour the USA, consider
a trailer.
Coupons for MSF safety training
Gift certificates for Interstate Honda
Have a variety of helmets, jackets, and over the ankle boots for the occasional co-rider.
Also, please be fair to your co-riders.

A New Year is coming!
By Hugh Curley, CO-G Rider Educator
Now is the time to make the New Year Resolution for riding. Below are a few suggestions.
I resolve to complete 2017 accident free
I resolve to attend all possible Chapter G meetings
I resolve to attend at least one meeting for each Colorado Chapter
I resolve to ride xxxx miles in 2017
I resolve to encourage other riders to join GWRRA
I resolve to pray for an early spring

GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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Fall and Winter Riding Hazards
(The following article appeared in the Northeast Region newsletter for October, 2016. It was written by NE Region Educators John & Pam Van Deusen and has a few very minor edits by CO - G Rider Educator, Hugh
Curley)
As we make our way into the fall riding season, we need to review some riding strategies.
Changing Weather Conditions: Those brief rain showers that we took as a welcome relief to summer heat are
replaced with bone-chilling rains. Combined with the cooler temperatures we encounter when the sun disappears
behind the hills or clouds, a nice fall ride turns into a miserable, damp, unpleasant ride. Distracting at its best, and
at its worst bringing on hypothermia. So how do we beat the changing conditions we ride in? We can start by
making sure our outer shell is made of a water resistant material to help repel water, which also acts as a good
windbreaker. Dressing in layers allows us to remove clothing as the day warms up and add layers when it cools
down. There are fabrics on the market designed to wick away moisture from our body, and when they get wet,
they dry quicker. Another method is to add a heated jacket or vest to your riding gear. Not having the right clothing on when you get cold and wet can lead to...
Hypothermia: Be aware and learn to recognize the signs and symptoms of hypothermia. Mild hypothermia may
include shivering, lethargy, apathy (lack of concern), confusion and, rapid heartbeat. If you or someone in the
group is showing any signs of hypothermia, you need to take action to reverse the effects. Remove any wet clothing and add another layer of dry clothing. With the onset of fall, daylight riding hours are shortened and we contend more with...
Sun Glare: During the fall season, we are more prone to riding when the sun is on the horizon, putting the sun
right into our vision creating blind spots. On your next outing, consider what direction you will be traveling and
where the sun will be. Make sure your team is prepared for this. You may want to delay your departure or cut back
the length of the ride to avoid that unwanted glaring sun in your eyes. Dark or smoke face shields or sun glasses
will help, but remember that once the sun sets, a dark shield will further cut down on your vision. Consider carrying a clear shield to use after the sun sets. Many new helmets come with a pull down sun visor for just that purpose. Take time once the sun sets for your group to remove their sunglasses and/or change face shields. Possibly
take a break when the sun is at its worst angle for riding. Pull the group over and watch as the sun sets. It sure
beats trying to ride with your vision blurred, guessing where the road is, or wondering if there is any oncoming
traffic. One reason we enjoy going out for a ride this time of year is...
Fall Foliage: This transition of colors in the mountains is certainly a head turner. However, entering a curve is
not the time to look around and enjoy those vibrant colors of fall. Stay focused on your exit of the curve. Once
through the curve, you can go back to scanning. Keep your head and eyes moving; while scanning you can allow
yourself to enjoy the view.
Remember not to stay focused on that view or any one object. Target fixation while riding tends to draw you to
that object. Remember: you go where you are looking. Include time for rest stops on your ride to better enjoy the
scenery. While scanning, we also need to be looking for...
Mother Nature’s Creatures: Fall is a time when the wildlife become more active in the daytime. Animals are out
foraging for food, preparing for winter. Fall also brings deer into the rut, making deer even more unpredictable.
Be on the alert; get your co-rider involved in helping you scan. Don’t forget that Fall brings the start of school,
and we see more...
School Buses: We rode all summer without having to think about stopping for school buses. Let’s be aware of
the buses and kids on the road. A stopped school bus with its lights flashing warns us of the presence of kids.
How many of us have encountered kids walking along the road with not a care in the world? We see them laughing, joking, texting, and not looking where they are going. When coming up to a group of kids, come up with a
plan of action. Anticipate that they aren’t aware of you. Do they hear you or look like they are moving out of your
path? A slight tap on the horn may alert them. Slow down, ride single file, giving them a wide berth when passing,
if possible.
GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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Each season brings a different set of challenges for the motorcycle rider. Learning proper techniques and strategies reduces your risk. A great way to start planning ahead is to attend GWRRA Rider Education seminars and
riding courses. It’s not too early to start planning for next year! Be sure to check district and chapter websites for
upcoming events. Remember to gear up, before every ride.
John & Pam Van Deusen
NE Region Educators

Odds and Ends…

They might not see you if they are not looking for you!
(Excepts from a BBC article by Matthew Tompkins, October 24, 2016)
“Inattentional Blindness” is a term first coined in 1998 by psychologists Irving Rock and Arian Mack, who
showed that when viewers are concentrating on a task, they could be functionally blind to unexpected objects
and events. Since then, attention research has exploded with reports of ‘sights unseen’, ranging from motorcycles, simulated assaults, pirates, and unicycling clowns; doctors even fail to notice gorillas lurking in radiological
scans.
In the case of motorcycles, participants drove in a first-person driving simulation where they searched at every
intersection for either a yellow or blue arrow indicating which way to turn. At a critical intersection, a yellow or
blue motorcycle - either matching or not matching the drivers’ directional arrow color - suddenly veered into the
drivers’ path and stopped in their way. Collision rates with the motorcycle were substantially greater when the
motorcycle did not match the color of the anticipated directional arrow.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13506280600959316
That’s all for now...
-Steve

GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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Recent Happenings in Chapter G

Turkey Bingo
2016

Visit our Web Site today!
http://www.gwrranortherncolorado.org/

GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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COLORADO and NEARBY CHAPTERS
A – Littleton

Jim & Barb Griffin, 303-933-9492, grif80128@comcast.net
1st Thursday, 6:00 pm, Golden Corral Restaurant,
3677 S. Santa Fe Drive, Sheridan (Littleton), CO
www.wingnuts-coa.com

B – Grand Junction

Charles & Gaylene Grimsley, 970-268-5008, cdchapterb@aol.com
1st Saturday, 8:00 am, Golden Corral Restaurant,
1100 Independence Avenue, Grand Junction, CO

E – Arvada

Bob & Jan Wills, 720-351-6663, wingnjeep2@live.com
2nd Friday, 7:00 pm, Apex Field House,
5724 Oak Street, Arvada, CO
www.arvadawings.org

G – Ft. Collins

Steve & Inez Scholbrock, 303-905-5205, director@gwrranortherncolorado.org
3rd Saturday, 8am Breakfast, 8:30 Meeting, Johnson’s Corner Restaurant,
I-25 Exit 254, Johnstown, CO
www.gwrranortherncolorado.org

I – Colorado Springs

Steve & Jacque Callicot, directors@springswings.org
1st Saturday, 8:30 am, Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
4215 Constitution Ave., Colorado Springs, CO
www.springswings.org

J – Aurora

Bryan & Emma Lape, 303-902-8570, cd@gwrraco-j.org
2nd Wednesday, 6:00 pm, Piccolos Restaurant,
3563 S Monaco Pkwy, Denver, CO
www.gwrraco-j.org

L – Lakewood

Tami & Steve Bender, 303-972-8420, bndrspndr@aol.com
1st Monday, 7:00 pm, Clements Community Center,
1580 Yarrow Street, Lakewood, CO
www.redrockswings.org

N – Pueblo

David & Diana Bradley, 719-671-6235, dndbradley@comcast.net
1st Saturday, 6:00 pm, Hen House Café,
53 E. Palmer Lake Drive, Pueblo West, CO

Q – Montrose

Bill & Nancy Pierce, 970-417-2773, director@gwrracoloradochapterq.org
2nd Saturday, 6:00 pm, Daveto’s Italian Restaurant,
520 S. Main Street, Delta, CO
www.gwrracoloradochapterq.org

WY-B – Cheyenne

Paul & Marla Muirbrook, 307-514-0518, pmuirbrook@aol.com
2nd Saturday, 8AM, Tortilla Factory,
2706 S. Greely Hwy, Cheyenne, WY

GWRRA, Region F, Colorado District, Chapter G
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MFA/CPR Course
New Revised Guidelines
Sponsored by CO-I Springs Wings
When: Saturday, January 14, 2017
8am –1pm
Where: Colorado Springs Police Department
Falcon Sub Station
7850 Goddard Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
Cost:

$25 for Colorado GWRRA Members

RSVP: Earl Edwards
edwards_1500@hotmail.com
719-459-2426 (c)

Rider/Co-Rider TRAINING MORNING
Motorist Awareness Seminar
Co-Rider Seminar
When: Saturday, February 11, 2017
9am – 11am
Where: Colorado Springs Police Department
Falcon Sub Station
7850 Goddard Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
Cost:
Sponsored by CO-I Springs Wings
Questions: Contact Earl Edwards
edwards_1500@hotmail.com
719-459-2426 (c)

MFA/CPR Course
New Revised Guidelines
Sponsored by CO-G Northern Colorado
When: Saturday, March 18, 2017
10:00 (following CO-G gathering)

Where: **To Be Determined**
Cost:

$25 for Colorado GWRRA Members

RSVP: Hugh Curley
hcurley@indra.com
303-747-6407

The best of Alaska…
12 day Denali / Yeska Explorer Cruisetour

The best way for nature lovers in search of rustic elegance to experience Denali and the heart of Alaska’s
wilderness. 5 Day Pre-Cruise escorted land tour to Anchorage, Denali, Talkeetna & Alyeska (Girdwood) followed
by a 7 Night Southbound Inside Passage Alaska Cruise onboard Radiance of the Seas®
The Cruisetour includes Rail Anchorage to Denali, Denali Natural History tour, Alyeska Tram & Alaska Sealife and
transportation (motorcoach, rail & transfers). In addition, all sightseeing as indicated in the itinerary, as well as
hotel accommodations (based on double occupancy).
DAY 1 • Monday • Anchorage Upon arrival in Anchorage, you’ll transfer to your Anchorage hotel and meet your
Adventure Specialist. Enjoy a relaxing stay at the Anchorage Downtown Marriott. Informal Wingers social in the
evening.
DAY 2 • Tuesday • Anchorage/Denali In the morning relax and enjoy a cup of cappuccino as you depart on the
Wilderness Express®, our glass-domed traincars, to the famed Denali. Enjoy the amazing views and many photo
opportunities along the way. Indulge in the onboard dining with breakfast and lunch available. The remainder of
the afternoon and evening is free for you to explore Denali on your own or book an optional activity, such as the
Husky Homestead Tour or Denali Helicopter flightseeing. Overnight in Denali.

-2DAY 3 • Wednesday • Denali/Talkeetna Spend the morning on the Denali Natural History Tour*, a guided
experience in Denali National Park, and see beautiful taiga forests and rolling tundra while searching for wildlife.
In the afternoon, you’ll board your deluxe motorcoach for a scenic drive to one of the most picturesque spots in all
of Alaska: Talkeetna. The evening is free for you to enjoy this quaint town. Overnight at the Talkeetna Alaskan
Lodge.
DAY 4 • Thursday • Talkeetna/Alyeska (Girdwood) In the morning, you’ll travel by deluxe motorcoach to
Anchorage, where you’ll have time to enjoy lunch on your own at one of the city’s many excellent restaurants.
Then you’ll continue your scenic trip, past the picturesque Turnagain Arm. Upon arrival in Girdwood you’re free to
explore Alyeska on your own. Enjoy breathtaking views as you soar 2,300 feet above the valley on the Alyeska
Tramway. Overnight in The Hotel Alyeska.
DAY 5 • Friday • Alyeska (Girdwood)/Seward In the morning travel south to the historic town of Seward. After a
visit to the Alaska Sealife Center in Seward, a center dedicated to understanding and preserving the environment
of sea wildlife you’ll board Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas to begin your cruise adventure.
DAY 5–12 • Cruise Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas 7 Night Southbound Alaska Cruise itinerary through
the amazing Inside Passage.
Friday

Seward, Alaska

--

8:00 pm

Saturday

Hubbard Glacier (Cruising)

2:00 pm

6:00 pm

Sunday

Juneau, Alaska

9:00 am

9:00 pm

Monday

Skagway, Alaska

7:00 am

8:30 pm

Tuesday

Icy Strait Point, Alaska

6:30 am

3:00 pm

Wednesday

Ketchikan, Alaska

9:00 am

6:00 pm

Thursday

Inside Passage (Cruising)

--

--

Friday

Vancouver, BC, Canada

7:00 am

--

2016 Dates: June 6 – 17, 2016
2017 Dates: June 5 – 16, 2017
As part of the WINGERS-N-WAVES group you will be invited to private events and special perks for the group.
We can honor Crown & Anchor rates and RCCL special discounts too if they are offered at the time of
deposit. The Cruisetour is open to all Wingers, family and friends! www.wingersnwaves.com
The Alaska Wingers tour WILL SELL OUT! Please reserve early only a $250 deposit per person.
Contact Deanna Cisson at (386) 299-7535 or deanna@wingersnwaves.com for sale prices and additional
information.

