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Note from the Executive Director
Life has become very
complicated in Cuba since
January of this year.
Cuba is one of the few countries
in the world that had two
currencies – the CUC (which
was the tourists’ currency) and
the CUP (the Cuban peso). The
CUC was tied to the American
dollar. It is the CUC that was
taken out of circulation. A CUP
is officially worth $.04. I say
Where I live, we have blue sky,
sunshine and warmer
temperatures as I write. Soon
we will see signs of spring, and
the hard ground beneath our
feet will yield new growth.
Spring, of course is the time of
year that our Saviour rose from
the dead, securing our
redemption and giving us the
sure hope of eternal life.
Just as the snow and freezing
temperatures lessen their grip
on us, we see signs that the
pandemic is lessening its grip on
countries around the world.
Nowhere would we like to see
Covid weakening than in our
beloved Cuba. And indeed it
seems to be.

no longer subsidize these
resources. Our Cuban
treasurer has a “food basket”
model to help us understand
the severity of these changes.
The price of that food basket
has increased multiple times
already.
So what does a Cuban
consumer do? They still have
their ration system. But the
government allows them only
enough to last for 2 weeks
out of 4. They have to fend
for themselves for ½ the
month.
Pastors are not government
employees. They do not even
qualify for these wage
increases. We cannot
imagine the pressure that
they feel due to these hard
times. But they carry on.

‘officially’ because on the street,
an American dollar will get you
50 pesos or more.

Calvary Road is determined
to help. We will be increasing
our subsidy for pastors,
church planters and
missionaries by $10 per
month. We will be paying
them in US currency, so that
they can get the most “bang
for their buck”. If we can put

Although the government has
announced a substantial
increase in wages for
government workers, prices for
goods and services have also
been inflated. For example, the
price of electricity, water,
gasoline, telephone and other
essential items
have skyrocketed, as Cuba can
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American dollars into their hands, it gives
them 100% or more buying power than if
we give them the subsidy in pesos. Our
next trip, Lord willing, is in November.

Please continue to pray that God will
provide through his people. Please read
on to learn more about this mission of
ours to support the work of the Lord in
Cuba.
May the risen Christ be your source of joy
and strength this season! We thank you
for listening, praying and helping during
this difficult time. May God bless you for
your faithfulness.
In His service,
Werner Peters
werner1950@gmail.com
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A Note from the Treasurer
Dear Friends and Supporters of Calvary
Road,
Cuba continues to face economic contraction, tough sanctions, and scarcity of
basic consumer goods. On top of this,
currency unification on January 1st of this
year and the devaluation of the Cuban
peso has created the perfect powder keg
and unfavorable inflation dynamics have
hit the nation. After thoughtful analysis of
this situation, CRGA has come up with
policies to maximize our donations and
ensure our pastoral support is effectively dispersed. Starting this
year, we will be paying our pastors in USD$. First, this guards
against inflation. Second, there are numerous stores selling
household goods, such as appliances, only in stable currencies
like USD$. Finally, a stable currency is especially important for
pastors who receive their salary on a bi-monthly basis as the trip
from their area to the home office is quite long. Be assured that
we are monitoring this situation closely.
Let us all be thankful for the blessings the Lord provides to us on
a daily basis. In situations like this I am reminded of these words
from our Christ, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who
has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” -Luke 3:11
Blessings and Grace be with you all,
Austin D. So
Ways to give:
Send a cheque to:
Calvary Road Gospel Association
P.O. Box 50209 Sunnybrook P.O.
Toronto, ON M4G 0B5
E-transfer CalvaryRoadGospelAssociation@gmail.com

(Please indicate your name and email address
in the transfer message)

Via Canada Helps https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/4454
All general donations received by Calvary Road
are receipted in January of the following year.
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A Note from the President
And He who was seated on the Throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new”. As we welcome another new season of spring and cherish
the hope that we have in these words of our God, let us give thanks to
Him for the great grace and mercies He has showered on us.
Given the huge economic change that Cuba has recently introduced, and
that Pastor Werner overviewed in his column, I want to take this opportunity to help each of us better understand the reality of daily life in Cuba.
Here with the help of Eudis our Cuban Treasurer I outline the typical Cuban basket of goods and services. This basket is for the lowest level of
pensioned government employee (the vast majority of Cubans, up until
about 10 years ago, worked for the Cuban government, whether harvesting crops, factory work, public service (police, civic workers, etc.), store
clerks and so on). All prices in US dollars:
Eudis, CRGA Cuban Treasurer with Dave Ross

Monthly Income to cover basic necessities of life including rent, public transport, water )
telephone, electricity, clothing, and all other living costs, including the “Family Food

)

Basket” that is “purchased” at government stores with ration coupons. Basically, these ) $61.00
rationed foods last about 15 days, and the rest of the month any food a family needs

)

can only be sourced on the “black market”, where prices are much higher, as follows:

)

Purchased only with Monthly Food Ration Books

Purchased on the Black Market

7 pounds of rice

| 1 pound of rice

$1.20 - $4.00

4 pounds of sugar

| 1 pound of sugar

$1.40

10 ounces of beans

| 1 pound of beans

$2.20

½ pound of oil (a liter contains 2 pounds of oil)

| 1 liter of oil

$6.00

3 bath soaps and 1 washing soap

| 1 bath soap

$1.60

1 tube of toothpaste (every 2 months)

| 1 tube

$6.00

8 eggs

| 1 egg (yes, 1 egg)

$0.22

| 1 lb. chicken or pork

$2.60 - $4.00

8 ounces of minced meat
1 pound of chicken meat
1 KG of salt (every 3 months)
A daily bread (80 grams – a typical loaf here is 450g)|
The above is for a pensioner; for a worker, the monthly income amount is approximately USD$80, and the food quantities
similarly about 1/3 larger, but the prices of course remain the same. Few if any Canadians understand the concept of a
ration book, that is, you can buy ONLY the allowed quantities of food for your family, even if that food lasts only half the
month. You and your family are totally “on your own” for the remainder of the month. So, in Cuba, food availability is a
huge problem, and food affordability is just as big a problem. Pastor Josue recently wrote concerning the THREE FOOD
CONTAINERS your generous response during the summer of 2020 purchased – “Thanks to the Lord - this food has
been very useful in this time of so much food shortage in our country.” Sadly, there is no expectation that the food and
economic situation in Cuba will be improving anytime soon. So let us continue to keep our Cuban pastors, missionaries
and their families, and all our brothers and sisters in Cuba in our prayers. Thank you for all that you do unto the least of
them through this ministry. May God bless and keep you through these times and may your gifts to them through this
ministry continue to be a sweet-smelling sacrifice to our God.
Dave Ross
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A Cuba Profile
This month we are profiling Pastor Acner Sanchez and his wife,
Yamilet. They have two teenagers, Magdiel and Liana. He and his
wife were born in Baracoa, Guantanamo and lived in a small town
named Sabanilla where they went to the same church. They were
married on August 30, 2002

He is the pastor of Caimanera Baptist Church in Guantanamo province. This church was established in May 1956 and he has been
working in this church for 3 years. There are about 85 persons attending services and about 43 are true believers. This church is
located in a restricted area of Cuba and is heavily populated with
soldiers. Special arrangements and visas must be made well in
advance before outsiders may visit them.
A steady growth in maturity is producing some spiritual leaders. Please pray for continued
growth in this church and pray for this family as this is a very difficult place to live and work.

Calvary Road Gospel Association invites you to a Zoom meeting
Thursday, April 29, 2021
7:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdumgqT4uGN1GouieuOTCS19dAazhXdbB
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

Calvary Road Gospel
Association
Vision/Ministry Trips
November 2021
Limited Seats Available!
Please contact Walt Noordam
by email for more information:
waltnoordam@outlook.com

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please advise us by way of
mail or email:

Walt Noordam
526 Chantel Court
Sarnia, ON N7T 6H7
waltnoordam@outllook.com

