Grace Lutheran Church, Everett, WA

December 2020

THE PROCLAIMER
“SOLDIER, MOVE THAT JEEP!”
I heard a story this morning that., as soon as I heard it, made me think of our congregation. It is of a soldier who
had learning difficulties. In spite of those difficulties, however, he stayed the course. It did not matter how many
times the soldiers made fun of him, or even his commanding officer. His faith was in God, and this soldier made that
abundantly clear.
One day,the commanding officer decided he had heard enough about God. He came up to the soldier and said,
“SOLDIER MOVE THAT JEEP.” The soldier looked at the commanding officer and said, “Sir, I’ve never driven a
vehicle.” The commanding officer told him, “I don’t care. Ask your God to help you drive it.”
The soldier took the keys and went up to the Jeep. He stopped momentarily before getting in the Jeep. He parked
it exactly where the commanding officer asked him to and got out. That’s when he saw the commanding officer and
all the soldiers who had made fun of him—all with tears in their eyes. “Why are you crying?” the soldier asked. The
commanding officer brought him to the front of the Jeep and lifted the hood. There was no engine inside.
“Tell us about your God!” they pleaded with him. Tell us about him.” The soldiers had just witnessed a true miracle
from the hand of God. They wanted to know about this God who was able to make the impossible happen.
Christmas is the story of God making the impossible possible. God became man, bursting through all sorts of
dimensions we don’t understand. Yet he did not do it with great power or fanfare. Instead of coming as the king,
He came as a baby. “She gave birth to her firstborn, a Son, wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger, for there was no room for them in the inn” (Lk.2:7).
A virgin giving birth to a child? IMPOSSIBLE—but not with God.
What about GLC? We seem to have the impossible task before us. Like Elizabeth and Zachariah, we’re older and
there are no kids here. I distinctly remember the Bible telling the story of how God caused this older couple to have
children in their old age. God also did the same with Sarai and Abram many years before. What about faithful
Hannah? These were all seemingly impossible situations.
What did God do in every impossible situation? He made the impossible not just possible, but a reality. “For with
God, nothing shall be impossible” (Lk.1:37).
God has already removed the greatest impossibility for us. Apart from Jesus, it would be impossible for us to go to
heaven. We are all sinful. We all need His forgiveness on a daily basis. And God has made it able for us to cross
that bridge by faith in Jesus Christ and what He did at the cross and resurrection. If He can erase that impossibility,
truly then, “With God all things are possible” (Lk.1:37).
If then, all things are truly possible, will we trust God to make what may seem like an impossible situation here right
now one that becomes possible? If children once roamed the hallway and sat in the pews, can they again? Are we
dreaming the impossible dream—or trusting God for the impossible?
There’s a big difference between the two. One is based on wishing—but not doing anything. The other is rooted in
faith in God working the impossible.
My personal Bible verse that I am going to live by and make my own, is Luke 1:37: “For with God, nothing shall be
impossible.” I invite each of you to make it your own personal memory verse of this coming year. Why not begin
today? If God can jump-start a Jeep with no engine, what can he do with this church? Can He add children to
our midst? Impossible? Only to faithless eyes and hearts.

From me to you, as we close out 2020, I want to wish each of you a very Merry and Blessed Christmas!
God be with you and your family and pour out His blessings on them!--Pastor Anderson
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT:

Dear Grace Members,

From Outgoing President Mike:
Dear Members of Grace,
It’s with a lot of sadness that I will be stepping down as President of the congregation at the end of
this year, after 6 years in that role. My life is taking a different direction and I just need to go where my
heart (and the Lord) seem to be taking me. I am very, very happy, however, that the members of
Grace have found a full, very capable slate of Officers to move forward with in 2021 and beyond. My
sincere thanks to the new Officers, Elaine and Byron, and the continuing Officers, Mike Ryan, James,
Margaret, Jackie and Walt. This is a great team to get Grace back up and running, and then some.
It’s also great that none of them are going it alone. They all have either seen Council operate for
years now and/or they have their successor ready at hand. Pretty strong slate of Officers in my view. I
could not be happier about that.
After 34 years as a member of Grace, 2021 looks to be my final year here. I will be permanently
Florida bound by the end of 2021. I’ll miss you all. You have all been great friends and provided me
and my family with years of awesome Christian fellowship. I will continue to pray for Grace every day.
I’ll be saying goodbye later in 2021. Until then, GO GRACE ! !

Mike Konicke
President
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Grace Lutheran Church held a congregational voters meeting on Sunday, November 15,
2020. A budget was approved for 2021; Deacon Mike's recertification was approved for
submission to the Northwest District; and the following council officers and board

chairmen were elected:
President - Deacon Mike Ryan
Vice President - Byron Malloy
Secretary - Margaret Dildine
Financial Secretary - Elaine Pearson
Treasurer - James Koch
Elder - Walt Ziebell
Outreach and Evangelism - Kathy Lawson
Fellowship - Jackie Fannin.

Congratulations, and God's blessings as you joyfully serve the Lord.
Installation will be on Sunday, January 3, 2021, during the worship service.
The departing council members are Mike Konicke, Lonnie Hendrix, and Marvin
Lauterbach. Thank you for your years of service at Grace Lutheran, and blessings to you
in your future.
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). Membership is available to any woman who is a communicant member of a
congregation in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Forty districts make up LWML in the United
States.
We are in the Washington-Alaska (WA-AK) District; and 11 zones comprise our district. We are in the Mt.
Baker Zone. Each zone consists of groups (societies) usually in a congregation. The name of our church
society is The Women of Grace.
Carol Davis is the society president. Marilee Ryan is the secretary/treasurer.
We have a Heart to Heart Committee encouraging women of diverse ethnic groups to serve the church,
participate in LWML, witness to the world, and grow in relationships.
We also have a Young Woman Committee to energize and mentor younger women to connect and grow
in relationships as sisters in Christ.
Donations to WA-AK District help fund the mission grants, twenty-five (25) % of the money goes to
LWML to help fund the national grants. Since the beginning of LWML 78 years ago, over ten million
dollars has been received through the giving of mites.
With so many gatherings being canceled, the mite donations have, of course, gone down, too. The good
news is that all the district grants for the 2018-2020 biennium have been paid, and our 25% obligation
to national is also current!
We will be choosing grants for the next biennium at the district convention in September. We plan to
gather at the Great Wolf Lodge September 25-27. Our convention theme is “Walk in the Light”. Deb
Burma, national speaker and author, will be there presenting the keynote address and sharing a Bible
study. We have two local mission speakers sharing how our district mites have provided for their
missions, trips, and activities. Everyone is invited to attend. Please ask Marilee for details.
I invite you to visit our district website at www.wa-aklwml.org and the LWML website at www.lwml.org.

Marilee Ryan, President,
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Washington-Alaska District
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Kathy Lawson
Chairman Board of Stewardship
Local Missions $ Focal

glcpastor8401@gmail.com
Mike Konicke
Council President
Chair Building Committee
Lonnie Hendrix
Vice President

Helen Holton
Webmaster

Mike Ryan
Council Treasurer

Margaret Dildine
Council Secretary

James Koch
Financial Secretary

Marvin Lauterbach
Chairman Board of Elders

God’s blessings to you
both on your
birthday!
James Koch…….……..14
Loyce Dreke…….…..20
WE REMEMBER FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN
OUR PRAYERS
Rose Mino, recent, health and mobility
concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility
concerns
Ray Wans, health and mobility
Mike Malloy, continued healing from stroke
Kim Bayley, as she fights cancer
Henry Schnackenberg, physical difficulties
Leticia Soriano, as she faces health
difficulties
Grace Lutheran, as we seek to grow in
2021—pray that God would add young
families and children to our midst in the
coming year
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December 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

1

3
2
ZOOM
ADVENT
BIBLE STUDY
6:30 pm

4

5

7
CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETING
6:30PM

8

9
10
ZOOM
ADVENT
BIBLE STUDY
6:30 pm

11

12

13
10:00 Worship Service

14

15

17
16
ZOOM
ADVENT
BIBLE STUDY
6:30 pm

18

19

20
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

21

22

23

24
25
CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE 7:00pm

26

27
10:00 Worship Service

28

29

30

31
NEW YEAR’S
EVE WORSHIP
SERVICE
6:30p,

6
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – December 2020
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song,
and sacrament.
We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord,
not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger but wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths
for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from
our Lord and God.
God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His
people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). The people were to go to the place
appointed, where the Lord would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able,
according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).
And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of
the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they together heard
His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what He gave.
We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas but throughout all the
year. We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast
also on all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but
also in house and home, property and income, family and friends.
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of
the Lord our God that He has given us. Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income,
which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born
in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord.
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Grace Lutheran Church
8401 Holly Drive
Everett, WA 98208
(425)353-1852

Web: www.grace-everett.org
Email: gracelcms8@gmail.com
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