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Agamst Proposal -
~~ The undersrgned people of
- Greenough are opgoged‘to the pro—
posed mill levy for- the comstruc-
tion of a Missoul 0 _
School unit at S@eley Lake be-
cause: :
1. We feel it woﬂld=;put an un-
" necessary burden on the taxpayers
_of Missoula County due to the fol-
Jowing reasons:
“a. Uncertai ihﬂgsterm empioy- :
 ment at Seeley.
P chxeﬂy a summer resort
i Only one ma;ar dource ot em-
ploymmt,pone mill shut down, and
~ the Anaconda Co. logging opera-
~“tions has moved out: of that area.
~d. It would take three buses with
~ a larger total of mlleage then the
- present bus run to Mlssoula
" 2. We feel it would be a_seqond
e rate hxgh ‘school because:
en though it would be an
accredit‘ed high school, there would
~ be no vocational training, which
~ means a great deal to the youth
© of this community. :
~ I the proposed school is con-
~ structed, School District 30 should
i fbe»mcluded in the Missoula unit of

o the Missoula ‘County High School

and the same bus service contin-

wed for us. We would gain very

little mlleage and mno time if we
 sent our children to Seeley Lake.
~ The road to Secley from Green-
~ ough is the unsafest portion of the
- present bus run.—Murray ‘Vaunoy,
~ Denise A, Vannoy, WVWNI;y;
e » Grace L. Kreis, Mil-

Patrlcia V

> he -
rm 's signa- - Hayes, Estelle Powell, !
o otner entice gand Betty Welch, all of Green- - that each taxpayer should care-

'Prefé;s Bus

After reviewing the effects of a
- $279,000 satellite high school of
‘Missoula County High School at
‘Seeley Lake, 1 sincerely believe

fully study the problem and the

~ value of such a structure before
marking his ballot with a yes or
with a no, :

What does a high school educa-
_ tion actually mean to the young
people of today? Is it too much

~ 1o ask them to ride a bus for a
" free, adequate hlgh sehool educa-
tion?

Seven years ago I was a fresh-
man at Missoula County High
School — and, incidentally, a daily
passenger of the Seeley Lake high
school bus to MCHS in Missoula.

T did not ride the complete 120-
mile route; I rode approximately
80 miles a day. I was, however,
waiting. for the bus by 6 or 6:15
a.m., because my only ride to the
hxghway where the bus stop was

_ left at that time.

I greatly value every day of

- my high school years and, after
a year at college I feel that the
courses- offered and the competi-*
tion present at MCHS are invalu-
able in the colleges of today. And,
after hearing the views of college
students from many small, inade-
quate high schools, I certainly be-
lieve that a large, competitive
_high school with a wide choice of
~courses is quite important.

I surely do not feel that my
high school education was. im-
paired by riding the bus, getting
up early, and studying late. This
opinion, however, depends com-
pletely upon the value one places
upon his high school education.
At MCHS T was also able to take
~part in the school clubs and or-
" ganizations I wished because
nearly all of the regular meétings
“were held during the noon hour.
MCHS has done well in this way
to compensate for the bus riders
of Missoula County.

- With an education as important
as it has become, is it too much
‘to ride a bus a few hours a day
to receive a good education? Or
- does it have to be fed to the young
“people from a *‘silver spoon”? If
‘T were to do it again, 1 would
choose to ride the bus to be able
to attend a large school where
there is a variety of courses and
where there is competition. — Dar-
lene L. Praast, Greenough, a 1960
MCHS graauate
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Seeley Lake School

The letter sent by the group of
people in the Greenough community
‘has pointed out to us that we still
haven't done a wery good job of
getting out the lzformation con-
cerning the proposed high school
attendance center at Seeley Lake.

To get this information to the eiti-
zens of Greenough, we have sent

each signer a copy of our pam-
phlet titled *“Why Not a High
School at Seeley Lake,” and will
try to clarify items not covered in
the pamphlet here,

Availability of timber in the area
seems to be a big question in the

minds of these people. Our pam-

phlet makes this quite plain, but -

to attempt to make it even plainer,

the Seeley Ranger District alone

‘has set up their timber harvest
on a 140-year rotation plan, so that

‘there will be an allowable cut of

23,000,000 feet per year forever.
The Condon Ranger District "just

over the divide has established a

similar plan that will allow a cut
~of about half that amount. Added
“to this is that timber that will be

available from time to time on

private land and adjoining ranger
districts, so that. ava11ab111ty of
timber is assured. .
‘Apparently there- is some “doubt
as to the permanence of busi-
nesses established for recreational
facilities. A short study of those

areas that have been developed

for this purpose, such as Sun Val-
ley, Idaho, or Lake Tahoe, show
the permanence of this develop-
ment.

As far as any lelsxon of area

for the schools is concerned, it was/»

unanimously agreed at the m~
ing of the Missoula County h

School Board, and the Seeley */Lake

. group, that the bus for .Missoula,

and the bus for Seeley Lake, should
meet somewhere in the Greenough
area, so that residents of that
community could send their chil-
dren to the school of their choice,
since residents of the area have
indicated a desire to send their

children to both schools. In this
mannér, children could transfer
from one bus to the other depend-

ing on which school they wished

to attend, as it is done in many
other parts of the state.

The idea that this school would
take more bus mileage is absurd.

Since it is against Montana state

law to operate two school buses
over the same road, the present
grade school buses that run north
and south from Seeley Lake would
have to extend their routes to in-
clude the high school students, and

~ the cost divided between the grade
‘school and the high school, as is
~done in many places in eastern

Montana, The Ovando area would
have to establish a small bus to
meet the Seeley Lake bus at the

Clearwater Junction, if they wxshed
to attend.

Since there are over 75 children
of high school age in the Seeley
Lake-Swan Valley area alone, the
need for high school facilities here

~is evident, based on these children.

We have no intent or desire to

force anyone to send a child to

Seeley Lake who doesn’t wish to
come, although we would welcome
those who do. Our desire is to
establish high school facilities in
the area, and give these children
the equal opportunity for education
that we feel they deserve—C. B.
Rich, Double Arrow Ranch, Seeley

- Lake,
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 Opinions of Readers

Letters intended for publication tn thia
eolumn should be on a subject of general
interest and not more than 300 words long.
Any letter exceeding that tength by more
than a few words will be returned to the
writer for condensation. For publication,
each letter must bear the writer's signa
ture and address or other identification.

Seeley Lake School

1 appreciate the concern of Mrs.
william D. Dratz of Polson for the
high school students from the See-

ley Lake area who are transported
daily to Missoula County High
School. Until about a year ago,
Mrs. Dratz was a resident of Mis-
soula County and it is apparent
from her letter that she has not
lost her concern for Missoula
County schools.

Although I appreciate her con-
cern, I feel that there are valuable
. considerations which she has over-
looked. It cannot be said that the
curriculum offering of a Missoula
County High School unit placed at
Seeley Lake will be inferior to
that offered in the already exist-
ing units, because any additions
to MCHS—whether located in the
city of Missoula or at some dis-
tance from the city center—will be
administered by the same MCHS
Board of Trustees which is respon-
_sible for curriculum and all other
phases of the school program of
the MCHS units. ——

the MCHS board has decided that
the need to locate a unit at Seeley
Lake has become apparent. The
Board of Trustees is now asking
the qualified electors in the area
served by Missoula County High
School whether or not they will
approve of another unit of Mis-
soula County High School.—Mar-
shall Gray, chairman of subcom-
mittee for MCHS Seeley Lake unit
appointed by MCHS Board of Trus-
tees.

‘Our Situation’

I shall have to write a personal
letter to Mrs. William D. Dratz,
Polson, in reply to hers on “School
Organization” in Opinions Feb. 13,
but I feel it is necessary to air my
opinions here in the event others
share her feelings on the Seeley
Lake high school situation.

Mrs. Dratz said that a high
school at Seeley Lake would not
have a curriculum of Missoula
County High School. As an at-
tendance center or branch of
MCHS, we would be assured of
the same curriculum taught at
MCHS. It would be a necessity for
MCHS to retain its accreditation.
Naturally, Seeley Lake doesn’t ex-
pect the duplication in full of cours-
es and facilities now offered at

- We WwOrk grad-
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This does NOU say tn4al 4l Cul=

riculum will necessarily be iden-
tical, but can it be said that be-
cause it will not be identical that

it will be inferior? | ,

Students from Seeley Lake can-
not even now take full advantage
of curriculum offerings because of
the long daily bus ride (average
riding time is five hours a day).
Of itself, it excludes those students
from taking part in many activi-
ties—athletics, cultural, social
scholastic pursuits — which are
available and valuable. In an ef-
fort to have more participation in
school affairs, some students board
and room in town (Missoula, Kali-
spell, Deer Lodge, etc.) but this
arrangement has the decided dis-
advantage of excluding these young
people from their home environ-
ment and influence. Either way,
there is denial.

As I see it, district _reorganiia-
tion plays no part in this consid-

eration. It seems easy for people

to realize that the city school
board decides upon the location of

new schools according to attend-

ance centers as well as other fac-

tors, and so Missoula residents

have accepted the judgment of the
elementary board in locating with-
in School District 1 boundaries, the

new buildings it has had te build,

for example, in the ever-expand-

~ing south and southwest sections
~ of Missoula. : '

Somehiow it seens more difficult

} to realize that the Board of Trus-

tees of MCHS has just the same
responsibility for buildings within
its boundaries. It seems that people

tend to think that to build a high

school unit in other than the city
of Missoula is reorganization or
splitting up into districts, when
actually, all that it means is that

attendance warrants.

“But to operate a junior high
school and continue to send our
juniors and seniors to MCHS would

not be a satisfactory solution. We -

would still be operating a bus from~
Seeley Lake to Missoula each day,
and in addition, would have the
cost of a building and a teaching
staff in Seeley Lake. :

Then how would we be helping
the Swan Valley and other portions
of Missoula County toward a high
school education? We are confi-
dent that we will have an attend-
ance of 100 high school students
when the door opens.

We have counted and recounted

-t

--“

noses in the area so often in the -

past two years that we have an

accurate figure on our numbers,
We know our children aren’t get-
ting a fair shake as things are—
neither would they if they had to
ride the bus to Missoula in their
junior and senior years.

These children invest 12 hours
daily riding the bus and attending
school—plus the hours spent on
homework. It is impossible for
them to enter any after-school or
extra-curricular activities includ-

~ ing band, sports or socials. Our

terrible school attendance drop-
out attests to how disillusioned our
high school students become. The
parents almost lose heart driving
them to it.

I can’t help but feel admiration
for Mrs. Dratz of Polson, and all
the other people like her who
have taken time out of their daily
lives  to ponder someone élse’s
troubles and to be concerned
enough to offer in sincerity a pos-
sible solution. With people like
them left in this world, things are
sure to come out all right.—Ber-
nard T. Wold, Box 84, Seeley Lake.
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