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Inside Terry’s office: The book of Daniel; “Another Old
Testament Contradiction”
As you know, many of the Old Testament (Old Covenant) principles and dynamics are
superseded by a better covenant; “For if there had been nothing wrong with that first
covenant, no place would have been sought for another” (Hebrews 8:7). For instance,
when Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego resolved not to defile themselves with
the “royal food”, they were exercising faith and obedience under the Old Testament,
whereas, under the New Covenant “one man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but
another man, whose faith is weak (meaning – not ready to fully release the Old Covenant
and hold firmly to the New), eats only vegetables (like Daniel).
The contradiction between the Old and New Covenants that stands out to me in the
book of Daniel is found in the “best” men being used by God. In the book of Daniel, he
and his three friends are described as “young men without any physical defect, handsome,
showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand.” “To
these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all literature and
learning.” “In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his
whole kingdom.” … You see, they were “The Best!”
I’ll speak for myself (and hope you join in) by saying “Amen” to the New Covenant
standard concerning those God uses; “Brothers, think of what you were when you were
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not
many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise; God chose the weak things to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things …”
I don’t claim to know what it all means, but I do know how it feels to be foolish and
weak. And, I really have come to believe that being better is not always better for me,
others, or the kingdom. I really do trust (most of the time) that a smarter, handsomer,
wiser, stronger, more talented version of myself might not serve God’s purposes better
than the current version of me. Better isn’t always better!
I am glad for Daniel and his friends that they were
demonstrably better than those who served false gods.
And, I am inspired by their faith and character. But, I am
also glad that one of them (in all their perfection) could
not be better for the kingdom today than I am in all my
imperfections. How about you?
In His Grip, TWE
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But you, go your way till the end;
for you shall rest, and will arise
to your inheritance at the end of
the days
(Daniel 12:13 NKJV).

Larry Crabb in Love Letter Twenty-Seven: Daniel, shares this interesting anecdote from G.K. Chesterton,
a historical English writer and lay
theologian, who always carried a
sword concealed in his walking stick.
When he was asked why he did so,
he responded, “I like things to come
to a point.”
As Larry Crabb writes his
dialogue with God about this love
letter, he carries on the theme that
we’re all trying to get to the POINT
of the story so that we can find a way
to make life work out according to
our expectations. Crabb writes:
“I want to feel the sharpness
of how everything comes
together in Your Son until it
draws blood and makes me
giddy, alive with the thrill of
dangerous adventure, full of
passion as I enter the real
battle and dream of victory.
God I want to look at Your
Son and burst into song no
matter what’s irritating or
scaring me at the moment.”
In response Crabb gets this word
from God, “When every expectation
of how your life should turn out is
shattered, when I seem to you like an
indifferent, cold sovereign, a
promise-breaker, a useless God, an
abandoning parent, rejoice! You are
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ready for the unveiling, to meet Me
as I AM.”
In the NIV Life Journey Bible
there is this commentary about
maturity and Daniel, “Maturity is
completeness, the ability to meet the
demands of reality as a whole
person. What made Daniel an
example to others wasn’t his high
government position, it was his
maturity.”
I struggle with honesty especially
with what I think, hope or feel.
Often I find that I am the most
honest when I have had all I can
stand of being good in terms of what
I think you expect of me and I unleash everything pent up inside me.
Unfortunately, it is most often not
met with, “thanks, I needed that!” I
recently expressed to one of my
counselees who witnessed one of my
milder unleashings, “You didn’t
know that my head could spin
around like that, did you?” The good
news is that I have a keen sensitivity
to this kind of dishonesty in others.
This dishonesty leads us to agree
to things we really don’t want to,
and to say, “That’s Okay” when it
really isn’t okay. It is not really
lying we tell ourselves, because we
are not necessarily making up
excuses because gee, that would be
wrong. We convince ourselves that
with our compliance comes approval
and acceptance, which becomes
the “point” of our pursuit.
We see spiritually mature Daniel
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and his friends thrived in difficult
and dangerous situations maximizing
on the resources that God provided
for him. Terry defines spiritual
maturity with the analogy of the
Strongman vs. the Stickman. You
know it---“Each of these characters is
confronted with the pressures of
trials, temptations, and the stresses of
fulfilling their callings….Therefore,
the difference between the two is not
in what they face but rather in how
they face it.” I believe the definition
from the NIV Journey Bible from the
earlier paragraph supports Terry’s
definition.—the ability to meet the
demands of reality as a whole person.
Like Popeye the sailor man says it, I
YAM what I YAM and that’s all that
I AM!”
So, go your way. Your way is the
way God designed for you. Be honest about who you are in your whole
person. “Let perseverance finish its
work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything
(James 1:4 NIV).”
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We Carry The Lighter Load
We have a saying around here: "We carry the lighter load." That means, in terms of caring for others in a ministry
setting, we don't have to know everything, have everything figured out, take more responsibility than is our part, etc. God's got
it. He knows everything and gives us what we need, when we need it. We carry the lighter load. So I started thinking of that
concept in relation to life. What would it look like for God to carry the heavier load and for my load to be the lighter one?
We are on the book of Daniel this month, and as I was reading, I landed on these verses. "He said, 'Praise the name of God
forever and ever, for he has all wisdom and power. He controls the course of world events; he removes kings and sets up other
kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. He reveals deep and mysterious things and knows what lies
hidden in darkness, though he is surrounded by light. I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, for you have given me
wisdom and strength. You have told me what we asked of you and revealed to us what the king demanded.'” Daniel 2:20-23
NLT
These verses challenge me because....I struggle. I struggle to let God be God. I struggle with trying to control things that
affect me. As illusory as the notion of control is, I still try. If you look at why people try to control, often, you don't have to
look very far to find fear. Fear of many things. And fear can be rooted in unbelief. Ouch! Unbelief! What a strong word! Steps
on the toes, doesn't it?! You know what that means....it means, on some level, I believe the heavier load is mine.
I'm challenged by these verses. Challenged to let what I know to be true, in a ministry setting, be true in my
life...consistently. So, what DOES it look like to carry the lighter load? Maybe it begins with being a struggling, striving,
growing believer, knowing that God delights in me. Maybe it looks like clumsily clinging to the armor of God instead of trying
to have it "all together". Maybe...it looks like being vulnerable with others, allowing them to walk beside me in the pretty stuff
and the not-so-pretty stuff of life. Maybe it's coming back to childlike trust in the One who knows me best. Maybe it's
believing that He's "tickled silly pink in love with me." Maybe it's letting go of my self-protections that are really...idols. Maybe....just maybe.
What does it look like for you, friends? In what ways are you carrying the heavier
load? And, in those areas, what would it look like for you to carry the lighter load?
What is in the way of believing He is who He says He is, and does what He says He
will do? In what ways are you challenged by these verses? Can I encourage you to
discover, with me, the answers to these questions?

Struggling, striving, and growing,
MIchelle Elliott
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On the wall in our living room is a picture of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego standing in front of King Nebuchadnezzar. They are
telling the King that “their God is able to deliver them from the blazing furnace that they were about to be thrown into. But even if he
does not, we want you to know your majesty that we will not serve your gods, or worship the image of gold you have set up.” They
were committed to serve their God, the God of Israel, and no other.
A number of years ago our family went through some tremendous challenges. It had to do with my health and the faith we had in Gods
promise to take care of us and provide for all of our needs.
We were at church on a Sunday night. We had a group of students from O.B.U. leading the worship service that night teaching on Daniel chapter 3.
God spoke to us through those kids and gave us a creed for our lives. That knowing not what the future held, we believe that God
would carry us through surgeries and anything that was ahead, and He would provide for our needs and it will be ok, and we will love
and serve our God. But even if things do not turn out well, we will still love and serve our God and serve no other.
We were facing a lot of risks in that operation. It was scary. I was 30 years old. We trusted God. And were determined to do so
regardless.
That has been a long time ago now. And 12 major surgeries later. Things have not always turned out the way we wanted them to. But
God has always been faithful and carried us through some incredible things. It has been hard, and tough, and amazing and beautiful.
Our God is great! And I would serve no other.
+Chris Pirtle

Available at Plumbline for a suggested donation of $10.00 each
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Did you know you can download

Stickman Theology

Did you know that when you shop on Amazon, you could be helping to financially support
Plumbline? Through the Amazon smiles program, Amazon will donate a portion of the
sales to Plumbline. All you need to do is go to smiles.amazon.com, designate Plumbline
Ministries, and start shopping! Amazon will then donate 0.5% of the total sales price to Plumbline.
Please remember to bookmark that page and you can help us as you shop!

Financial
Snapshot

December
2015

JanuaryDecember
2015

Number of Clients seen

145

1,145

Contribution Income

$13,604

$132,663*

Operations Expenditures

($12,002)

($145,837)*

Surplus (Deficit)

$1,601

($13,174)*

*includes 20th Anniversary income/expense

Winter Classes 2016
Soul Care

$250

Facilitated by Terry Ewing and Carol McNamara / Thursdays 6:30 8:30 & January 14-April 14

Codependency

$70

Facilitated by Marion Fuller / Sundays
weeks

Safe People

Begins Jan 17 for 10

$70

Facilitated by Margo Hanne
weeks

Boundaries

2:00-4:00

6:30 - 8:30

Begins Jan. 20th for 10

$70

Facilitated by Michelle Carpenter / Begins Mid February - Dates to be announces

PP lumbline Ministries currently has eleven counselors and four interns who have
devoted themselves to the mission of helping struggling, striving people just
like you. No one is paid a salary. Each and every staff member is a missionary
whose income is derived solely from their own efforts to build a support system
of people that believe in their ability and passion to minister to life’s hurting people.
Fund raising can be a full time job! That is why we rely on people like you to help
support our staff. Any amount of donation is a big help!
If you would like to help support Plumbline Ministries or one of our staff simply
fill out the attached donation slip and mail it in or you can give on-line via Paypal!
~
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Would you like to be a Plumbline Sponsor?
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over,
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."
Luke 6:38

