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Scope and Sequence
for Drama Class-Multiple Ages
This “scope and sequence” is a framework to demonstrate how a balanced drama program
could be put into practice. We know that things like schedules, expertise, and facilities vary
from program to program. For this reason, the specific expectations in this document are very
general. It allows teachers to develop, adapt, and change the activities to suit their
circumstances.
Hint:
Any topic can be adapted to fit any age group. For instance, very young children might enjoy
painting backdrops for a story they are performing, or they might enjoy making Greek masks
out of clay as a way to learn about theatre history. Older students might enjoy performing
fairytales or making puppets. For that reason, all of these topics are listed together.
Possible Units to Explore:
Building Ensemble/Trust
Theatre Etiquette
Theatre Vocabulary
Basic Acting Skills
Pantomime /Movement/Tableau
Voice and Diction
Improvisation
Short Scenes
Monologues/Auditioning
Children’s Theatre
Playwriting
Shakespeare
Musical Theatre
Devising/Collaborations
Theatre Design
Technical Theatre
Theatre History
Puppetry
Masks
Play Analysis-Read a Play/See a Play
Jobs in Theatre/Theatre Business
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How to Start Planning:
1. Decide on the topics/units you’d like to explore throughout your drama course.
2. For each unit, list what you’d like students to experience and learn. These will become
your goals.
3. For each class, write clear objectives for how you will introduce concepts in service of
the goal.
4. Choose appropriate activities for each class. The activities should serve the goals.
5. Select and organize materials before class begins.
6. Develop an assessment that matches your goals, objectives, and activities.
Hint: Keep it simple. Do not confuse your students by trying to
focus on too many things in one class period. By making each
lesson very clear, each concept is explored in-depth and layered
upon by the next concept. What occurs, in time, is a deep
understanding and ability to use the concepts in a clear and
integrated fashion. If you take it slowly, you are giving them the
building blocks with which to create and appreciate theatre
throughout their lives.

Example:
TERM 1
1. Building Ensemble & Theatre Basics
2. Improvisation
3. Fundamental Acting
4. Play Analysis/Read a play, See a play
5. Playwriting & Storytelling
6. Pantomime & Movement
7. Monologues
TERM 2
1. Deepening Ensemble
2. Theatre History
3. Theatre Design & Tech Theatre
4. Shakespeare
5. Performance & Production
6. Improvisation
7. Mini-Units
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Elementary School
FALL
Theatre Basics
• Building Ensemble
• Theatre Etiquette
• Theatre Vocabulary
Basic Acting Skills
• Learn parts of the stage
• Stage movement
• Vocal projection
• Creating characters
Pantomime/Tableau
• Tell a story through
movement
• Collaborate with partners
• Learn to use levels,
expression, focus
What Makes a Character?
• Work with animal
characters.
WINTER
Short Skits/Scenes
• Understand story sequence
• Understand conflict and
characters
• Perform with group
Performing Fables
• Learn the history of fables
and explore different
cultures
• Students create costumes or
masks for performance
Puppetry
• Explore puppets from
different cultures
• Create puppets
• Perform puppet theatre
SPRING
Intro to Storytelling/Playwriting
• Drama Games with
Storytelling Theme
• Write monologues
• Write 2 person scenes
Performance/Mixed-up Fairy Tales
• Incorporate tableau and
pantomime
• Rehearse and Perform
• Students take on production
& design roles

Sample Unit Sequence
Middle School
FALL
Building Ensemble
• Building Ensemble
• Theatre Etiquette
• Theatre Vocabulary
Improvisation
• Learn improv rules
• Employ voice, boy,
imagination
• Introduce C.R.O.W
Character, Relationship,
Objective, Where/When
Play Analysis
• See a play
• Read a play
• Discuss plays
Pantomime/Tableau
• Tell a story through
movement
• Collaborate with partners
• Learn to use levels,
expression, focus
WINTER
Acting
• Use voice, body,
imagination
• Short A/B scenes
• Demonstrate C.R.O.W
Playwriting
• Learn ways to format
• Creating characters
• Writing dialogue
Auditioning/Monologues
• Learn audition basics
• Work and perform a
monologue
SPRING
Puppetry
• Explore puppets from
different cultures
• Create puppets
• Perform puppet theatre
Performance/ Fractured Fairytales
• Learn the history of
fairytales
• Audition/Rehearse/Perform
• Some students take on
production and design
roles
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High School

FALL
Building Ensemble
• Building Ensemble
• Theatre Etiquette
• Theatre Vocabulary
Pantomime/Tableau
• Tell a story through movement
• Collaborate with partners
• Learn to use levels, expression,
focus
• 7 Levels of Tension
Playwriting
• Learn ways to format
• Creating characters
• Writing dialogue
Auditioning/Monologues
• Learn audition basics
• Work on and perform a monologue
• Employ voice, body, imagination
WINTER
Play Analysis
• See a play
• Read a play
• Discuss plays
Improvisation
• Learn improv rules
• Employ voice, body, imagination
• Introduce C.R.O.W
Character, Relationship, Objective,
Where/When
Theatre Design
• Introduce theatre design jobs
• Learn elements of design
• Practice design-costume, lights,
sound, set, etc.
• Basic Tech Theatre
SPRING
Shakespeare/Performance
• Shakespeare’s words & world
• Audition/Rehearse/Perform
• Some students take on production
and design
Mini-Workshops
• Interactive Mysteries
• Playwriting
• Film making
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Term One-Drama Units
UNIT 1

BUILDING ENSEMBLE and THEATRE BASICS

Spend the first weeks playing, getting to know each other, and building trust. Find out what
gifts and interests each student brings to the class. This is also a good time to introduce theatre
vocabulary and basic concepts. Drama games are good for breaking the ice and developing
camaraderie within your class. Continue weaving in ensemble-building activities throughout the
year.
Objectives
•
•
•
•

Students will understand Ensemble
Introduce basic theatre practices, protocols, and vocabulary in fun ways
Build trust, connection, and friendship
Play for the sake of play

Activities:
Theatre Etiquette
Theatre Vocabulary
Stage Directions and Movement
Extreme Bonding Games
40 Classic Drama Games
Escape Room
Facing the Audience
Tableaus
For more ideas on how to get started teaching drama, click HERE.
Hint:
•

Representation is important. What does your classroom space look like? Who is
represented in the artwork on your walls and the plays you will read?

•

Use these first classes to take a skills inventory. Find out what special gifts and interests
each student brings to the group.

•

You don’t need to have an actual theatre or stage to have a great theatre experience.
Theatre is about people and stories.
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UNIT 2

IMPROVISATION

Improvisation goes a step beyond drama games and focuses on skill-building. It’s a nice second
step because it is still very playful. Because these improv games are more challenging, they
help students build confidence as they move into other areas of theatre exploration.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduce improvisation practices, protocols, and vocabulary
Informal performance opportunity
Build listening and observation skills
Learn to develop characters using voice, body, and imagination
Learn the concept of YES, and…
Quick thinking and responding
Collaborative ensemble work

Activities:
Rules and Tips for Improv
Improv Warm-ups
50 Improv Games
Lines in a Pocket
Essential Lists for Improv
For more improv activities, click HERE
Hints:
•

Post improv rules on your classroom wall. (Rules vary, so choose what you like)

•

Improv games fall into different categories and have different focuses. Think about that
when you plan your class. For instance, is your goal that day to learn about developing
characters, or develop listening skills? Or maybe it’s about saying yes.

•

Some students struggle with the quick nature of improv. Find ways for them to be
engaged in the unit without putting too much pressure on them. Most students have a
few games they enjoy. While we want to step out of our comfort zone, be sure to
respect boundaries. And remember, success breeds success. Let them practice the
same game over and over until they build up the confidence to try something new.
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UNIT 3

FUNDAMENTAL ACTING SKILLS

Beginning acting exercises provide an opportunity for students to express themselves creatively
and build confidence. Even skilled actors can benefit from continued work on the basics.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn about movement, voice, and characterization.
Explore scene work (short, simple, AB, open, scripted, etc.)
Collaborative ensemble work and shared leadership
Responding to theatre works (observing others)
Informal performance opportunity
Learn to give and take constructive feedback

Activities:
Beginning Acting, 9-Week Lesson Plan
7 Levels of Tension
20 Short Practice Scenes for Teens
20 More Short Practice Scenes for Teens
Scene Study for Teens
For more acting basics, click HERE.
Hints:
•

This easy-to-remember acronym is at the core of drama. Whether you are rehearsing a
play, improvising, storytelling, or doing scene study, it always comes down to these
elements: Character, Relationship, Objective, Where/When. Ask your students to identify
their CROW during just about any activity. How do these given circumstances or choices
impact the story? In what ways do you use CROW?

•

Before jumping into any scene work, be sure to introduce the ways actors use their
voice, body, and imagination.
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UNIT 4

PLAY ANALYSIS

Reading plays is a great way to build fluency and learn how reading a play is different from
reading other literature. It’s good to do before you ask students to do any playwriting of their
own. It would be wonderful in this unit to see a live play. (Be sure to review audience etiquette
before going to the theatre.)
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn to read and understand stage directions
Identify Characters, Relationships, Objectives, Settings, and Conflicts
Storytelling through theatre- How is it different than other literature
Responding to theatre works-discuss, predict, and share opinions
Informal performance opportunity while reading aloud
Experience live theatre by seeing a play

Activities:
For play ideas, check out the Script Library on Drama Notebook.
Need more ideas? Ask fellow members on the Drama Notebook Facebook Page.
Hints:
• There are many ways to read a play with your class. One fun option is to do it in a
Round-Robin style. Going around the circle, each person reads the next consecutive line.
(It works if you have to sit in rows as well.) It’s best to choose one person to read the
stage directions. If someone opts out of reading, they can simply say “pass” when it’s
their turn.
•

Consider scripts and scenes from different genres and cultures. What a great way to
learn about other people, places, and cultures.

•

Consider reading scenes rather than full plays.

•

Be sure to discuss the play as you go along and/or when you are done.
• What do you think about the characters, relationships, conflicts, etc.?
• How do you envision the set, costumes, and other design elements?
• Did you enjoy the play? Why or why not?
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UNIT 5

PLAYWRITING & STORYTELLING

Playwriting is storytelling through theatre.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•

Learn
Learn
Learn
Learn
Learn

to
to
to
to
to

write creatively in theatrical format (monologues, scenes, plays)
give and take constructive feedback
write dialogue
create characters for the stage
write with performance in mind. (setting, costumes, props, etc.)

Activities:
Storytelling and Playwriting Sample Lesson Plan
Storytelling and Playwriting Games
Story Elements
Short Play Outlines
Extreme Show and Tell
Advanced Photo Prompts
For more ideas on storytelling and playwriting, click HERE
Hints:
•

Writing is very personal. Find ways to encourage and praise their willingness to share.

•

Start by showing students actual scripts so they can see how a play is formatted
differently than a book. There is no “perfect” or “right” way to do this, but it should be
easy to read and clear to understand who says what line. The stage directions should
also be set apart by parentheses or italics.

•

You might also need to explain that the characters speak in first person, not the third
person.

•

Some teachers like to start by having students write short A/B scenes. This is when two
characters just speak back and forth. Keep it simple.
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UNIT 6

PANTOMIME & MOVEMENT

Hopefully, at this point, the group feels comfortable together and trust is established.
Pantomime might seem easy because there is no speaking but engaging our bodies can be
challenging for many students.
Objectives:
• Students will learn about pantomime and theatre movement
• Students will have the opportunity to explore and perform pantomime

Activities:
Pantomime Lesson Plan
40 Pantomime Activities
Pantomimes with Obstacles
Character Pantomimes for Pairs
For more pantomime activities, click HERE
Hints:
• Everybody moves differently. There is no right or wrong way to live in our own bodies.
Consider ways to honor and encourage every student to explore movement in their
unique way.
•

It’s fun to incorporate music in this unit. Consider introducing
several genres, including those that the students enjoy.

•

Be sure to introduce Tableau before this unit. It will help with
their awareness of self-space and shared space.
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UNIT 7

MONOLOGUES

Monologues are a great way to ensure students get individual attention. Choose pieces that are
relevant and match each student’s ability and interest. While some teachers jump right in with
monologue work, having some acting skills under your belt will make them more meaningful.
This requires a lot of individual work, so plan your classes accordingly so all students are
engaged. Consider doing some group activities as well during this unit.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Build memorization skills
Learn to develop a character using voice, body, and imagination
Build listening and observing skills
Informal performance opportunity
Learn about auditioning
Learn about play reading and research

Activities:
How to Coach Individual Drama Students
Writing and Performing
Tips for Performing and Auditioning
Free Monologues for Teens
Dreams to Act Out
Monologue Performance Rubric
For more ideas on exploring monologues, click HERE.
Hints:
It can take a while to memorize a monologue so be sure to give students plenty of time if that
is one of your goals. Also, memorizing without actually working on the monologue, is not very
meaningful. Before starting a monologue unit, consider giving students time to choose their
piece. Consider having students work in pairs or small groups in addition to having the teachercoach them.
A few questions to ask yourself:
• Why are you choosing a unit on monologues?
• Is it so they can learn about auditioning or improve their acting skills?
• Do you plan to provide them an opportunity to perform their monologues?
• What about students who struggle with memorization or have performance anxiety?
• Will there be an alternative for them?
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Term Two- Drama Units
UNIT 1

DEEPENING ENSEMBLE
(*If this is a new group, you can repeat Unit 1 from Term 1)

Objectives:
•

Deepen the atmosphere of supportiveness and trust

•

Practice: Empathy, Cooperation, Collaboration, and Communication

•

Build self-confidence

Activities:
Build Ensemble in Drama Class
Ensemble-building Games
Self-Esteem Activities
Extreme Bonding Games
Escape Room-Musical Theatre
Body Image Lesson
Hint:
Our greatest learning happens when we are having fun so don’t underestimate the power of
play. Sometimes sitting around and playing board games, card games, or just talking can be
very powerful for students. Even activities that don’t seem like “drama” can bring a lot of joy
and creativity to your group.
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UNIT 2

THEATRE HISTORY

Objectives:
•

Students will research and connect a historical time and its importance in modern
theatre.

•

Students will be able to identify some playwrights and key theatre figures throughout
history.

Activities:
Greek Theatre History PowerPoint
Renaissance Theatre PowerPoint
Vaudeville PowerPoint
Theatre Practitioners
For more Theatre History ideas, click HERE
Hint
Bring theatre history to life by seeing a live production or watching a video recording of a live
production. Consider plays that were written in different periods or are set in different periods.
It’s also fun to explore costumes throughout history.
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UNIT 3

THEATRE DESIGN & TECHNICAL THEATRE

Encompasses all that goes into making a staged production. Calls on our abstract thinking and
artistic skills.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn about different designers (Set, Costumes, Props, Lighting, etc.)
Learn elements of design: Mass, Color, Balance, Line, Texture
Learn how design helps tell the story
Experiment with design
Learn different technical jobs in theatre (Stage Mgr., Light & Sound, etc.)
Collaborative work on tech projects
Option for incorporating music, dance, art, and/or media and technology
into a theatre work

Activities:
Theatre Spaces PowerPoint
People in the Theatre PowerPoint
Journey through the Ages through Costume PowerPoint
Face-off Friday-Stage Makeup Challenge
Printable Set Models
Set Design Activity & Set Design Video Lesson
Costume Activities
Costume Game
Costume Design Template
Traverse Staging PowerPoint
For more design activities click HERE
Hint:
There are many ways to approach this unit. You might even divide it into separate units if you
have the time and skills. Even if you don’t have an actual theatre space, you can still explore
design and technical theatre.
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UNIT 4

SHAKESPEARE

Explore Shakespeare’s world and his works. This can be a playful unit that involves reading,
acting, design, improv, etc. It might also culminate in a performance.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•

Acting with iambic pentameter
Informal performance opportunity
Responding to theatre works/Observation
Collaborative ensemble work and shared leadership

Activities:
Shakespeare Activities
More Shakespeare Activities
Shakespearean Insults
Elizabethan Humors Lesson
A Midsummer Night’s Dream in 30 Minutes
A Midsummer To Do
Shakespeare Escape Room
Macbeth in 30 Minutes
Romeo and Juliet in 30 Minutes
Renaissance Theatre PowerPoint
For More Lessons and Scripts, click HERE
Hint:
If you are new to Shakespeare, Drama Notebook has many abridged versions that make it fun
and accessible for all.
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UNIT 5

PERFORMANCE & PRODUCTION

For this unit, you might rehearse and perform scenes or produce a full play. Students will
demonstrate knowledge and skills gained in other units.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Apply knowledge of design, tech theatre, and jobs in the theatre
Some students might take on production or design jobs
Learn about the audition process
Learn about the rehearsal process
Apply character development to a scene
Apply blocking and movement to a scene

Activities:
How to Put on a Themed Show
Tips for Staging Shows
Rehearsal Schedule Template
Play Program Example
For more ideas on putting on a play, click HERE
Hint:
Holding a playful group audition is a relatively stress-free way to cast a show. Rather than
monologues and cold readings, everyone experiments with all the characters. Begin by reading
the play round-robin style, where everyone sits in a circle and reads the next consecutive line.
You’ll get to hear what each actor brings to different characters. Once everyone knows the
story, invite everyone to move about the space with different motivations, physicality, and
characters in mind. This is an opportunity for you to observe their ability to physically embody
different characters. Next, provide the opportunity to read a very short scene or deliver a few
lines. Finally, ask each student to write down 3 roles they are interested in. This method is
almost foolproof. Typically, every child will get to play one of the roles from their list.
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UNIT 6

IMPROVISATION

Expand and build on the improvisation skills from the first term. Students’ focus is often pulled
toward other projects and activities towards the end of the school year, so improv is a nice
thing to wrap up with. Improv doesn’t typically require homework or a lot of energy outside of
the class period.
Objectives:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduce improvisation practices, protocols, and vocabulary
Informal performance opportunity
Build listening and observation skills
Learn to develop characters using voice, body, and imagination
Learn the concept of YES, and…
Quick thinking and responding
Collaborative ensemble work

Activities:
Rules and Tips for Improv
Improv Warm-ups
50 Improv Games
Lines in a Pocket
Essential Lists for Improv
For more improv activities, click HERE
Hints:
• Repeat games and activities from the first term and introduce new ones as well.
•

Consider a performance where students showcase their favorite games. Make a list of
those that would be most enjoyable for an audience to watch. (Some games are better
suited for class only.) Let each student choose a few they want to be in. Not everybody
will be in every game. Start the show with some fun and quick warmups. A 30–60minute improv show is great fun!
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UNIT 7

MINI-UNITS

Pick and choose activities that your students would enjoy. You don’t have to spend long on
these. It’s a fun way to end the year or to use as filler now and then. Here are some examples:
Interactive Mysteries
Murder on the Menu
Where in the World is Princess Poppy?
Poisoned in the Garden
For more interactive mysteries, click HERE
Superheroes!
Superhero Drama Lesson
Silly Superheroes
Superhero Costume Design
Superhero Drama Games
Clowning and Puppetry
Clowning Lesson Plan
Puppetry Overview
Clown Gags to Perform
Advanced Puppetry
Special Units
Assembly Skits
Diversity Lessons
Holiday and Seasonal Lessons
Grab Bag-Low Prep Lessons
Award Ceremony
Magic Product Commercials
Would You Rather?
Escape Room Drama Activity-Musical Theatre
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