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U of S to embark on 7-year plan

The University of Scranton announced its seven-year plan to become desig-
nated as a Laudato Si’ university by the Vatican at an event on campus in 
September. Speaking at the event were, from left: Karla Shaffer, student gov-
ernment president and a senior political science major; Daniel Cosacchi, 
Ph.D., vice president for mission and ministry and co-chair of the university’s 
Laudato Si’ Initiative; Michelle Maldonado, Ph.D., provost and senior vice 
president for academic affairs and co-chair of the university’s Laudato Si’ 
Initiative; the Rev. Joseph Marina, S.J., president; and Janice Voltzow, Ph.D., 
professor and chair of the biology department.

FNCB Bank donates to NativityMiguel

FNCB Bank announced a $20,000 Pennsylvania Education Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) donation to the NativityMiguel School of Scranton. The donation 
will provide direct scholarship support for students in need at the tuition-free 
school. From left: Michael Cummings, FNCB Bank senior vice president, mar-
keting manager, and Ron Prislupski, president, NativityMiguel School.

Villa Capri Cruisers donates to Johnson College

The Villa Capri Cruisers Car Club Inc. presented a $1,500 check to support the organization’s annual 
scholarship for Johnson College Automotive Technology students who demonstrate financial need. The 
club also gifted the school with a new automotive toolbox. From left: Nick Telli, Villa Capri board member; 
Mark Kozemko, Johnson College automotive technology instructor; Sal Pizzo, Villa Capri vice president; 
Jim Williams, Johnson College automotive technology program director; Katie Leonard, Ed.D., Johnson 
College president and CEO; Joe Carra, Villa Capri president; Dave Thomas, Villa Capri secretary; Rick 
Mroczka and Joe Caputo, Villa Capri board members.

Student gets scholarship

Elly von Wehren, a veterinary technician student 
in the class of 2025 at Penn Foster in Scranton, 
was awarded the 2023 Walkin’ Pets Vet Tech 
Scholarship. Walkin’ Pets, a New Hampshire-
based pet mobility company, annually awards the 
scholarship. Von Wehren’s goal as a vet tech 
student is to specialize in rehabilitation, helping 
animals have the best quality of life possible.

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Olyphant, on Oct. 9 held its first pierogi fundraiser since 2019 and in just 
one hour sold out all 400 dozen that volunteers had made. The church has been selling in the community 
for the last 70 years. Front row, from left: Marina Martin-Turnbach, Julie Thomashefsky-Cesari, Brittany 
Sakson and Linda Havirlak. Back row: Angela Clausson, Louise Kurtechka and Stephanie Sakson.

Olyphant church overwhelmed at pierogi fundraiser

The Amazon Fulfillment Center helped out 
Scranton Chapter of UNICO with its weekslong 
coat drive. From left: Kristyn Kile, Amazon repre-
sentative, and Linda Stefursky, Scranton UNICO.

Amazon supports drive

Shopa-Davey VFW Post 6082, Peckville, sold 500 dinners at its pigs in the 
blanket fundraiser Oct. 15. Veterans, their families and the public stopped at 
the post home, 123 Electric St., to pick up their pigs in the blanket dinners 
complete with sauce, mashed potatoes, corn, bread and dessert. Contact 
Commander Pete Puhulla Sr. at 570-383-0501 if you’re interested in joining the 
post. From left: Vietnam War veteran Joe Marchise, Puhulla and Jeff Cruciani.

VFW post holds dinner fundraiser

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Junior Knights player Niko Julian was presented with 
the Larry F. Napolitano III Scholarship. Napolitano, the son of a local couple, 
Colleen (Murphy) Napolitano and Larry F. Napolitano II, was a 2017 graduate 
of North Pocono High School. He was 22 when he passed away in 2021 after 
a battle with osteosarcoma, a type of bone cancer. In his memory, the award 
is presented to one student-athlete in the Junior Knights organization who 
demonstrates exceptional athletic ability and strong leadership skills on and 
off the ice. From left: Chris Julian, Niko Julian, Rosa Julian, Larry F. Napolitano 
II and Colleen Napolitano.

Junior Knight awarded scholarship
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