CITY OF PANAMA CITY BEACH STORMWATER UTILITY

Chapter 23

ARTICLE IX. STORMWATER UTILITY

Sec. 23-210. Findings and authority.

(a) The Stormwater Management System: The City presently owns and

operates a stormwater management system which has been developed over a number

of years to collect, ireat and dispose of storm and other surface waters that occur as a

result of natural or unnatural events that may adversely affect the health, safety and

welfare of the public through, but not limited to flooding of rights-of-way that may

endanger motorists and pedestrians, damage from flooding of private and public

property, stagnant water that may breed pests that carry disease, and movement of

contaminants for contamination courses to otherwise clean water bodies and the

beach.:

(b) Authority: The City is authorized by the provisions of Chapter 166, and

Section 403.0893, Florida Statutes, and the Florida Constitution to plan, construct,

operate and maintain stormwater management systems and to issue revenue bonds



and other debts if needed to finance in whole or part the cost of such systems and to
establish just and equitable rates, fees and charges for the services and facilities

provided by the systems.

(c) Findings and Determinations: It is hereby found, determined and declared

as follows:

(1) -Those elements of the system for the collection of and disposal of
storm and surface water are of benefit and provide services to all
developed property within the City, including property not presently

served by the storm elements of the system.

(2) The process of collecting data, developing a stormwater master
plan and designing improvements and extensions to the system is of

benefit to all developed property within the City.

(3) The cost of operating and maintaining the City stormwater
management system and financing necessary repairs, replacements,
improvements and extension thereof should, to the extent practicable, be
allocated in relationship to the user impacts, benefits enjoyed and

services received therefrom.



Section 403.0891, Florida Statutes.

(6) It is necessary and essential to plan, design and construct

improvements and extensions to the system to ensure that the collection

and disposal of stormwater within the City is accomplished in order to

protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.

(7) Stormwater management system services can be legally funded

through the collection of a stormwater user fee to be collected from

benefiting properties in accordance with the benefits they receive.

Benefits include, but are not limited to development of the stormwater

system, administrative oversight of the stormwater management program,

operation and maintenance of the stormwater management facilities and

construction of capital improvements to improve stormwater management

by the City.

(48) Some of the benefits to property within the City are shared by
those properties in the adjacent, unincorporated territory which lie within
a common drainage basin, and the City desires to cooperate with Bay
County, Florida to coordinate those benefits and the burden of providing

them.

(59) Changes made to the land result in an increased rate of
stormwater runoff, an increased volume of runoff and an increase in the
pollution in the runoff, unless the typically occurring stormwater runoff is

completely contained onsite. These adverse impacts create a need for

government stormwater services. Those




user—fee—This user fee is to manage the impacts from the modified
hydrologic response to rainfall that results from a party electing to

develop his or her property. \When-a-party-clecisto-develop-thelrland,a




Seetion23-212——Schedule of Rates and Retention Credits.

(a) The City Council, upon recommendation of the City Manager, shall by
resolution establish reasonable stormwater fees to develop and administer a stormwater
master plan, and provide for stormwater utility services and facilities necessary to
address impacts from properties developed for residential and non-residential uses.

tnitialy—a—minimum—administrative—An__ initial  stormwater management system

“Development Feefee shall be charged to defray the cost of developing and

administering a stormwater master plan and developing a reasonable and fair method

of apportioning among developed properties the costs for the services necessary to

manage stormwater impacts. MNo-—retention—credit—shall-be—given—against—the
i o foe.

(b) Upon completion of development of a reasonable and fair method of

apportioning among developed properties the costs for the services necessary to

manage stormwater impacts, including all costs related to the stormwater management

system, including but not limited to administration, Whenr—the—appertionment

methodelogy—is—available—and—the capital, operating and maintenance costs to
implement the stormwater masterplan-are-knownmanagement program, the-stermwater




shall establish z-the base, monthly stormwater fee to be charged each ERUbenefiting
property.

(cb) The rate resolution shall specify the median impervious area statistically

associated with attached,—single family dwellings in the City.

(de) The rate resolution shall specify the amount of retention credit or credits

available, expressed as a percentage of the fee otherwise due. Fereach-levelof

(ce) The minimum availability—chargefee shall be specified in the rate

resolution.

Section 23-213212. Charges and Collection.

(a) The stormwater fee shall be billed on the City’s consolidated utility bill,

when-where possible-—The-stormwaterfee-will-be-charged to the City utility account of

the person or entity responsible for paying for stormwater program services for the

property. The party responsible for payment may be the parcel owner, owner’s property

manager, a lessee, renter, occupant, or some other individual or-entity-depending-on



eireumstances—as—deseribed—in-thefollowing—subsecetions. In paying the consolidated

utility bill, for the purposes of this ordinance, it is assumed that the stormwater fee

shall be the first fee paid.










(eb) Billing other City utility accounts: If the party responsible for payment of
the stormwater fee for a property does not have an active City utility account serving
the property, the stormwater fee may be billed to a City utility account at a different
location which is held in the name of the responsible party or the responsible party’s
property manager or agent. If a lessee, renter or other occupant of a property has by
agreement with an owner, been assigned responsibility for payment of the stormwater
fee, and the assignee closes all utility accounts with the City, the responsibility for

payment of the stormwater fee shall revert to the owner.

(dc) Assignments: If a lessee, renter or other occupant of a property has by
agreement with an owner, been assigned responsibility for payment of the stormwater
fee, and the assignee closes all utility accounts with the City, the responsibility for
payment of the stormwater fee shall revert to the owner. In case of assignment of
responsibility for payment of the stormwater fee, the owner of the property shall be

responsible for notifying the City of the assignee’s name and address.

(ed) If there is no party responsible for payment of the stormwater fee who
also has a utility account with the City, then the City shall, no less than annually,
render a statement -for the fee due in arrears to the owner whose name and address
are shown by reference to the latest ad valorem tax roll and who shall be responsible

for payment.






Section 23- . Manager to Keep Records, Make Charges: It shall be the duty
of the City Manager or his/her designee to keep an accurate record of all utility
account holders being charged for using the services and facilities of the municipal
stormwater management system of the City and to make charges in accordance with

the rate resolution approved by the City Commission as provided herein.

ADD TO ADOPTING ORDINANCE:

Severability: ~ If any portion of this ordinance or Chapter 23 is held invalid,
unenforceable or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion
shall be deemed as a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or Chapter 23.
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