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MEN CHUA YEU NGUOI

Vao mét buoi sdng mua dong, nhom tu
cong gido qudy quan bén nhau, chia sé
Loi Chia véi du ngon vé nguoi
Samaritano nhan lanh. Ho trao doi voi
nhau va tim cdach dap dung tinh than yéu
thwong vao cugc Séng hang ngay. Can
phong khong du am Vi timg con gié lanh
thoi téi. Mot ti nhén ngheo tung trén
nguoi chi c6 mot b quén ao mong manh,
dang ngoi ma cir run ldp cdp. Bén canh
do, mot ban tu khodc nhitng hai chiéc
mém. Va thé la, trong lic moi nguoi ban
lugn vé cdach thirc twong tro' lan nhau,
ngum ban tii dot nhién dung day, tién dén
va choang mét chiéc mém lén nguoi ti
ngheo tung. Cik chi cua nguoi ban ti da
gay dwoc mot an twong manh mé cho cd
nhém hon bdt civ 16i nao ho néi ra dé
chia sé.

Va ciing tir mau chuyén nay, chung ta di
vao doan Tin Mung sa’mg hém nay. Thyc
vay, chang ta thuong néi: Con nguoi dau
doi troi, chan dap dat, vi thé song trén doi
chung ta c6 hai bon phan phal chu toan,
d6 1a mén Chiia va yéu ngudi. Hai bon
phan nay phai luén luon di doi voi nhau,
nhu hai mit cia mot dong tién. Noi cach
khac, do chi 1a hai phuong dién cua mot
gidi 1uat duy nhét, g10'1 luat yeu thuong.
Chung ta khong the cau nguyen va gan bo
mat thlet véi Chua, néu nhu ching ta
khong d6i Xur vOi nhitng ngudi bén canh
ching ta bang nhirng hanh dong béc ai.
Thanh Gioan Tong do da xac quyét: Néu
ai noi rang minh kinh mén Chua 1a lai
ghét bo anh em, thi qua that ké a ay chi la
mot tén noi dbi, boi vi hén ta khong the
kinh men Chta la Bang han ching hé
trong thay bao gid, néu han khong yéu
thyong anh em, 1a nhirng ngu:01 hén ludn
thdy duoc. Chinh buc Kito cung da day:
Ai kinh mén Thién Chua thi cung phal
yéu thuong anh em. Hai lénh truyén naNy
tuong quan mat thiét voi nhau dén ndi
néu ching ta khong yéu thlrorng anh em
thi chang bao 1au ching ta s& khong con

kinh mén Thién Chua nita. C6 mdt cau
danh ngén da bdo: Toi tim kiém Thién
Chua, nhung lam sao thiy dugc boi vi
Ngai la Dang thleng liéng. Thé nhung khi
t61 tim kiém ngudi anh em, thi t6i s& gap
dugc chinh Thién Chua. Trong Phuc Am,
rat nhiéu lan Choa Giésu di ddng hoa
minh v6i nhitng ngudi anh em ngheo kho:
mdi khi chiing ta cho nguoi doi duoc an,
nguodi khat duoc udng, ngucn tran trui
dugc mic, nguoi dau ycu va bi cAm tu
duoc Vleng tham la chung ta da lam cho
chinh Chua vay.

Thé nhung, viéc yéu thucmg tha nhén cua
chung ta thuong lai giap that bai tir dau
ngay trong chinh gia dinh cua ching ta.
Khong yéu thuong nhitng nguoi thén can
rudt thit, thi chic chin chung ta ciing s&
kh6é ma yéu thuong nhitng ké xa la cho
dugc. Vay ching ta da danh tinh yéu
thuong cho nhiing nguoi thén can trong
gia dinh thé nao? Neu chung ta tra 1oi 1a
chua dam da cho ldm, thi c6 1& tinh yeu
thuong chung ta danh cho ba con 16i x6m
ciing s¢ chang kha hon. Va neu chung ta
chang yeu thuong ba con 16i x6m cho
mgdn nong thi chac chin chung ta ciing
khong thé kinh mén Thién Chiia mét cach
nong nan duogc.

Trai lai, néu ching ta yéu quy nhing
nguoi than can trong gia dinh, thi chung
ta mdi ¢6 theé yéu quy nhiing nguc‘yi ba
con 16i x6m. Va mot khi da yéu quy
nhirng ngudi ba con 16i x6m, thi chac
chén, chung ta ciing s& dé dang kinh mén
Thlen Chua. Déu chi va b dong phuc cua
ngum moén dé¢ Chua pha1 la long bac ai,
va ngon ngu cua nguoi Kitd hiru, thu
ngdn ngit ma nho do bat cur ai cung c6 thé
hiéu dugc vé Thién Chua va vé ban than
chung ta, do phai la ngdén ngir cta tinh
yéu thuong.

https://gpcantho.com/
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HOI PONG MUC VU
Chii Tich
281.827.9571
Ph6 Chi Tich
713.517.1621

V5 Tién Pat

Nguyén Thi Anna
Thu Ky
Dbao Bich Chau
Thanh Vién
- Tat Ca Truéng Cac Hoi Doan

713.478.9699

- Truéng Ban Phung Vu:
Phé T¢€ Pham Harry Hung

- Uy Vién Thanh Nhac:
Nguyén Duy Khang

- Pai Dién Gidi Tré:
HQI PONG TAI CHANH
Chii Tich
Tran Vin Quang
Phé Chi Tich
Vit Hiru Thy 832.247.5969
Thanh Vién
Pham Gia Hoan
Hoang Hitu Phudc

R.IP

281.435.4690
832.877.2074
Truong Dat 281.389.0958
Lé Catherine Thay 832.451.0397

TRUONG CAC HQI POAN
Lién Minh Thanh Tam
Nguyén Dinh Khuyén 713.894.1159
Cac Ba Me¢ Cong Giao
Nguyén Thi Anna 713.517.1621
Téng Pd Fatima
Nguyén Quang Hung 713.894.7411
Dong Ba Pa Minh
Nguyén Thi Thé 832.298.6959
Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé
Nguyén Jackie 832.552.7557

Légié Marie
Nguyén Tir M§ Hanh 832.866.0353
Thanh Linh
Phan Héng Vivian 713.256.7753
Thing Tién Hon Nhén
Tran Dinh Loc 832.794.5498
Cursillo
Phan Minh Phuong 713.301.6092
Huéng Pao Lac Viét

Hoang Hitu Phudc 832.877.2074

THONG BAO GIAO XU

LE CAC THANH
Thtr Hai, ngay 1 thang 11:
Thanh L& 7 gio sang, 12 gior 10 trua, 5 gio chiéu, va 7 gid toi.

LE CAC LINH HON
Thir Ba, ngay 2 thang 11:
Thanh L& tai Gido Xt - 7 gid sang, 12 gid 10 trua va 7 gio thi.

Vi dich COVID-19, nim nay Gido Xt s& khong c6 Thanh L& tai Nghia Trang
Forest Park Westheimer.

SO GHI TEN CHO CAC LINH HON DA QUA POI
Trong thang 11, So Ghi Tén Cac Linh Hon da qua doi s€ dugc dat ¢ cudi nha
tho. Gido X s& cau nguyén cho cac linh hon trong sudt thang 11.

BANG TEN VUON CAU NGUYEN

Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em mudn khac tén minh, t€n Cha Mg hodc ngu:m than
con song hay da qua doi, dé duoc cau nguyén trong cac Thanh L& mdi tuan, xin
dién vao to don dé ¢ cudi Nha Tho va trao cho Vian Phong Gido Xt

PONG GOP QUA MANG HOAC CELLPHONE
Gido xur ¢ chuong trinh dong gdp hang tuan hodc nhimg nhu cau khéc gitip xay
dung gido xt, bang viéc dung thé tin dung (Credit/Debit Card) hodc qua chuong
muc nha Bank:

« MyEOffering: http://church.myeoffering.com (c6 chi phi)

o Zelle: ngoiloi8503@gmail.com (khdng co chi phi)

***Xin dién S6 Phong Bi hodc Dia Chi cua gia dinh vao chd ghi cha dé Vin
Phong Gido Xt c6 dui chi tiét 1am s6 sach.***

NHAN THONG TIN GIAO XU
Nhung ai mudn nhan Ban Tin hodc cac thong tin ciia Gido X{r qua email, xin
viet email Ién Phong Bi Péng Gop hodc trao email cho Van Phong Gido Xu.

TIEN QUYEN GOP o .
Tuan vira qua dugc $22,496 My kim. Thu tién lan hai cho Quy Truyén Ba Puc
Tin dugc $6,371 My kim.

Gido x{r cam on long quang dai ctia quy ong ba va anh chi em. Xin Chuta chtc
binh an trén tat ca moi nguoi.

®
VOCATIONS

DISCOVERING

For young adults, a one-day silent retreat on St. Ignatius’ Rules
of Discernment. Tools will be provided to confidently listen to God.
Register at houstonvocations.com/events-pg

November 7, 2021 | 10am~ 6pm | Cost $40
Holy Name Retreat Center | 430 Bunker Hill Rd, Houston, TX 77024
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PHUNG VU THANH NHAC

Uy Vién Thanh Nhac
Nguyén Duy Khang 281.975.9184
Théanh nhac: Thanh L&, Hon Phéi va
An Tang xin lién lac Nguyen Duy Khang
CA TRUONG CAC CA POAN
Térésa: 6 pm Thir Bay
Nguyén Dtrc Khang
Sao Mai: 7 am Chua Nhat
Nguyén Thi Thu Ha
Cecilia: 9 am Chia Nhat
Nguyén Muoi
Maria Me Thién Chua: 11 am Chua Nhét
Nguyén Thanh Long
Thanh L& Anh Ngii: 2 pm Chiia Nhat
Nguyéen Giao
Augustiné: 7 pm Chaa Nhat
Vi M¢ng Chi
PAC TRACH
Ban Gido Duc

: Hiéu Truong
Nguyén Ngoc Bich 713.907.1678
Truéng Ban Gidao Ly
Lé Thi Hién 281.495.8133
Truong Ban Viét Ngir

DPang Chi 713.906.1661

Giao Ly Tan Tong
Pho Té Poan Hong Phiic 281.250.8579
Lop Rira Tgi Tré Em
Pho Té Pham Harry Hung ~ 832.640.9417
Lép Du Bi Hon Nhan

AC Nguyén Thong-Jennifer 346.291.5267

Ban Xa Hoi
Vil Duy Chinh

Ban Trat Tw
Nguyén Phuong Kevin

832.830.3784

832.451.0591
Ban Tiép Tan-Huéng Din

Nguyén Vinh 713.240.2683

KINH CAU PUC ME TRONG CON PAI DICH DO PTC PHANXICO

“Lay Me Thién Chua, chung con tim

2

nwong an duoi su che cho cua Me.

Lay Me Thién Chua va Me chung
con, trong tinh canh bi thwong hién
tqi, day dau kho va lo lang dang siét
chat thé gioi, chung con chay dén voi
Me va tim nwong an duoi su che cho
cua Me.

Lay Durc Trinh nir Maria, xin thuong
xot ghé mat dodi nhin chung con
dang trong dai dich virus corona; xin
an ui nhitng nguwoi mat mat va than
khoc nguoi than cua ho da qua doi,
doi khi dwoc an tang cach dau long.
Xin nang do nhitng nguoi dang lo
lang cho cdc bénh nhan, nhiing nguoi
ma vi dé tranh lay nhiém, ho khong
thé o gan bén. Xin ban suw tin tuong
tin thac cho nhitng gi dang lo lang vi
twong lai khong chac chan va vi cac
hdu qua kinh teé va viéc lam.

Lay Me Thién Chua va Me chung
con, xin cau cung Chua Thién Chua
la Cha thuong xot cho chung con, dé
thir thach nay cham duwt, dong thoi
chan troi hy vong va binh an sé tro
lai. Nhw o Cana, xin Me cau khan
cung Con Thién Chua cua Me, xin
Nguwoi an ui gia dinh cua cdc bénh
nhdn va nan nhan; va mo long ho voi
su tin twong.

Xin bao vé cdc bac si, y tda, nhan vién
v té, tinh nguyén_vién, nhitng nguoi
dang o tuyén dau trong tinh trang
khan cap nay va dang liéu mang song
cua minh dé ciru nhitng su song khac.
Xin dong hanh voi no lwc anh hung
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cua ho va ban cho ho sircc manh, long
nhan va svec khoe.

Xin o gan bén nhiing nguoi ngay dém
tro giup cdc bénh nhdn va o canh cdc
linh muc, nhitng nguwoi voi sy quan
tam muc vu va dan than Tin Mung,
dang tim cach giup do va ho tro tat
cd moi nguoi.

Lay Durc Trinh nit thanh thién, xin soi
sang tam tri cua cdc nha khoa hoc,
giup ho tim ra giai phap phu hop dé
chiéen thang virus nay.

Xin tro giup, cac nha lanh dgo cdc
quoc gia, dé ho hanh dong voi suw
khon ngoan, quan tam va quang dai,
giup do nhitng nguoi thiéu nhiing
diéu can thiet cho cugc song, hoach
dinh cac giai phap xa hoi va kinh té
VJi tam nhin xa va voi tinh thadn lién
doi.

Lay Me Maria rat thanh, xin danh
dong cac lwong tam dé thay vi nhirng
50 tién khong 16 dwoc dung trong viéc
tang cuwong va hoan thién cdc vil khi,
duoc dung dé thuc day cdac nghién
cuu day du nham ngan chan tham
hoa twong tu trong tuwong lai.

Lay Me rat yéu dau, xin lam cho moi
nguoi trén thé gioi dwoc gia tang
cam thirc minh cung thuoc vé mot dai
gia dinh duy nhat, y thirc vé moi lién
hé noi ket tat ca moi nguoi, dé voi
tinh than huynh dé va lién doi, chung
con tro giup bao nhiéu nguoi dang
song trong ngheo doi va lam than.
Xin khuyén khich sy kién vitng trong
dure tin, bén chi trong phuc vu va lién
i trong cau nguyén.

Lay Me Maria, Pang An ui nhitng
nguoi dau kho, xin 6m ldy cdc con cdi
dang gap hoan ngn cua Me va xin
Chua can thiép bang ban tay quyén
nang cua Nguwoi dé giai thoat chung
con khoi dai dich khung khiép nay, de
doi song binh thuong co thé tro lai
trong thanh binh.
Chung con pho thic cho Me,
Dang chiéeu sang trén hanh trinh cua
chung con nhw dau chi cua on ciru do
va hy vong, 6i khoan thay, 6i nhan
thay, o6i Puc Trinh Nir Maria diu
hién. Amen.

(REI 25/04/2020)

https://www.vaticannews.va/
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TOAN VAN SAC LENH CUA TOA AN GIAI TOI CAO VE ON TOAN XA
TRONG THANG CAC LINH HON

Ngdy 27/10/2021, Dirc H&ng y Mauro Piacenza, Chanh
Toa An glal Toi cao, va Buc ong Krzysztof Nykiel, Pho
Toa An gidi Téi cao, dd céng bo sdc lénh cho phep cdc
tin hitu dwgc lanh nhgn On Toan Xa danh cho cac tin
hitu da qua doi kéo dai suot thang 11 nam nay.

Noi dung Sic 1énh dugc ban hanh thang 10/2020 sau day:

Ngay 23 thang 10, Toa An Gidi Toi Cao dd céng bo sdc
lénh sau.

Nam nay, trong tinh huéng khén cap hién tai do dai dich
“COVID-19”, cac on Toan Xa cho cac tin hitu da qua doi
s¢ duoc kéo dal trong ca thang 11, cung voi viée diéu
chinh cac viéc dao duc va cac dleu kién dé bao dam an
toan cho cac tin hiru.

Toa An Giai Téi Cao nay da nhan dugce khong it nhu’ng
161 thinh cau cua cdc Muc tor Thiéng liéng, nhung vi da
yéu cau rang nim nay, vi dai dich “COVID-19”, cac vigc
dao duc theo tidu chuan ctia Sach Cam nang An Xa (d1eu
29, trigt 1) dé nhan lanh cic on Toan Xa nhudng cho cac
linh hon trong Luyén Nguc, nén c6 su diéu chinh. Do do,
Toa An Giai Téi Cao, theo sy iy nhiém déc bi€t cua Durc
Thanh Cha Phanxico, san sang thiét 1ap va quyét dinh
rang trong nam nay, dé tranh cac cudc tu tap ¢ nhitng noi
khong dugc phép:

a.- On Toan x4 danh cho nhiing nguorl dén Vleng mot
nghia trang va cau nguyén cho ngudi da khuat du chi
trong tri, nhu da duoc quy dinh trong Cam nang trong
moi ngay tu ngay 1 dén ngay 8 thang 11, ¢c6 thé dugc
chuyen sang cac ngay khac trong cung thang cho dén
cuoi thang Nhimng ngay nhu thé, do céc tin hitu ty do Iya
chon, ciing khong can ké tiép nhau;

b. - On Toan xa ngay 2 thang 11, dugc thiét 1ap nhan d1p
L& Cau Cho Cac Tin Hiru ba Qua Doi, danh cho tat ca
nhiing ai sot sing dén thaim mot Nha tho hoic mot Nha
Nguyén va doc ¢ d6 “Kinh Lay Cha” va “Kinh Tin
Kinh”, ¢6 thé duoc chuyén sang Chuta Nhat trude hodc
Chua Nhat sau hodc sang ngay L€ Trong Kinh Céac Thanh
Nam N, va cling c6 thé chuyén sang mdt ngay khac
trong thang 11, do cac tin hitu ty do Iya chon.

Nhitng nguoi gia, nguoi bénh va tat ca nhitng nguoi vi ly
do nghiém trong khong thé roi khoi nha minh, do nhiing
han ché duogc ap dit boi cac €O quan co tham quyén trong
thoi gian xay ra dai dich, nham tranh viéc ty tap dong dao
cac tin hitu ¢ nhitng noi linh thiéng, s& co thé nhan duoc
On Toan Xa. Piéu kién de nhan dugc On Toan X4 la ho
hiép nhit vé mit tinh than véi tat ca cac tin hiru khac,
hoan toan tir bo toi 16i va c6 y dinh tuan thu cang sém
cang t6t ba diéu kién thong thuong 1a Xung toi, Rudc 18
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va Cau nguyén theo Y Pirc Thanh Cha. Ho dugc khuyén
khich cau nguyén trudc twgng anh Chua Gi€su, Dlrc
Trinh N Maria, doc nhiing kinh nguyen sOt sdng danh
cho nguoi chét, vi dy nhu Kinh Sang va Kinh Chiéu tir
Sach Than Vu danh cho ngudi quéa ¢d, Chudi Man Cbi,
Kinh Long Thuong Xot Chua, nhitng kinh nguyen khac
cho nhitng nguoi than yéu nhat da_qua doi cua cac tin
hiru hodc danh thoi gian dé suy gdm mot trong nhing
doan Phuc 4m dugc dé ngh1 trong Phung vu danh Nguoi
Qua C4, hodc thuc hién cong viéc cua long thuong xot,
dang len Chua nhiing noi dau va nhiing khé khan cua
cuoc doi ho.

Dé gitp anh chi em c6 thé d& dang nhan dugc an sung
hon nho long bac ai myc vu cta cac muc tu, Toa An Giai
Téi Cao nay chan thanh cau nguyén Xin cho tat ca cac
linh myc véi cac nang quyen phu hop, ¢o thé quang dai
hy sinh mot cach dic biét dé cir hanh Bi Tich Hoa Giai va
trao Minh Thanh Chuia cho cac bénh nhan.

Tuy nhién, lién quan dén cac diéu kién thiéng liéng de
dugc 1anh nhan On Toan xa mdt cach day du, xin nhic
nhd moi nguoi hiy dua vao nhing chi dan da duoc ban
hanh trong Ghi chu “Ve Bi Tich Hoa Giai trong hoan
canh dai dich hién nay”, do Toa An Giai Téi Cao ban
hanh ngay 19 thang 3 nam 2020.

Cudi cung, dé céc linh hén trong Luyén nguc dugc gitp
dd nho loi chuyén cau cua céc tin hiru va dac bi€t la nho
Hy té trén Ban tho, 1a didu dep long Thién Chua (Xem
Conc. Tr. Sess. XXV, decr. De Purgatorlo) tat ca cac
linh myc déu duoc nhiét liét moi goi cir hanh Thanh Lé
ba lan trong ngay L& Cau Cho Cac Tin Hiru Da Qua Doi,
nhu trong chuan muc cua Téng Hién “Incruentum Al-
taris”, do Pirc Gido Hoang dang kinh Bénédictdo XV ban
hanh vao ngay 10 thang 8 ndm 1915.

Sic 1énh nay c6 hiéu lyc trong sudt thang 11, bat chap
moi quy dinh nguoc lai.

Ban hanh tai Roma, tir tru s¢ cua Toa An Giai Téi Cao,
vao ngay 22 thang 10 nam 2020, Lé Nhé Thanh Gido
Hoang Gioan Phaolo II.

+ Prc Hong Y Maurus Piacenza
Chdnh Toa An Gidi Téi Cao

birc Ong Krzysztof Nykiel
Nhiep chinh

J.B. Bang Minh, An dich
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DECREE EXTENDS INDULGENCE FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER

The Apostolic Penitentiary announces modifications to
the Plenary Indulgence for the deceased during the month
of November.

Many of the Church’s pastors have requested an
adaptation to the requirements to obtain the Plenary
Indulgence for the deceased in the month of November.
Thus, “by the special mandate of His Holiness Pope
Francis”, the Apostolic Penitentiary released on Friday
some changes to the normal practice. The Decree
containing these modifications was signed on 22 October,
the liturgical memorial of Pope St John Paul II.

Plenary Indulgence during month of November

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and the need to avoid
large groups from forming where prohibited, the Plenary
Indulgence applicable to the deceased by those who visit
a cemetery has been extended beyond the normal dates of
1 to 8 November. This year, the indulgence can be
obtained by anyone who visits a cemetery, even if only
mentally, on any day in November, and devoutly prays
for the faithful departed.

Plenary Indulgence for Feast of All Souls’ Day
Regarding the Plenary Indulgence attached to All Souls’
Day, 2 November, this year, it can be obtained not only
on the preceding or succeeding Sunday, or on the actual
Feast day, but on any other day of the month chosen by
each member of the faithful. In this case, the indulgence
is obtained by “devoutly visiting a church or an oratory”,
along with the recitation of the Our Father and the Creed,
and the other requirements associated with a Plenary
Indulgence.

The homebound

For anyone who cannot leave their home for various
reasons, including anti-Covid restrictions, they too can
obtain the Plenary Indulgence by “uniting themselves
spiritually to other members of the faithful”. In this case,
the condition of being “completely detached from sin”
and the intention of completing the other requirements for
obtaining a Plenary Indulgence remain. These conditions
are Sacramental Confession, reception of Holy
Communion and a prayer for the Holy Father’s
intentions.

The Decree suggests that such prayer take place before an
“image of Jesus or the Blessed Virgin Mary”. Among the
various prayers that are recommended are “prayers for the
deceased, Morning or Evening Prayer from the Office of
the Dead, the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet,
meditating on various Gospel passages proposed for the
liturgy of the Dead, or completing a work of mercy by
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offering to God the suffering and discomforts of one’s
own life”.

Invitation to Priests

Directing a word to priests, the Decree asks that they
make the Sacrament of Confession generously available
and that they make Holy Communion available to the
sick. In addition, all priests are invited to offer three
Masses on All Souls’ Day.

By Sr Bernadette Mary Reis, fsp
https://www.vaticannews.va/

Prayer for all Souls Day

Merciful Father,
hear our prayer and console us.

As we renew
our faith in Your Son,

whom You raised from the dead,

strengthen our hope

that all our departed brothers and
sisters will share in His resurrection,
who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen,
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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, CYCLE B

First Reading
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Moses teaches the people to love and worship God alone.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 18:2-3,3-4,47,51
A prayer of praise to God our strength

Second Reading
Hebrews 7:23-28
Jesus intercedes for us as our eternal high priest.

Gospel Reading

Mark 12:28b-34

Jesus is questioned by a scribe about the greatest
commandment.

Background on the Gospel Reading

As we continue to read from Mark’s Gospel, our
Lectionary skips a chapter that helps set the context for
today’s reading. If we were to read the sections skipped
(chapter 11 and part of chapter 12), we would hear about
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, his cleansing of the Temple,
and the questioning of Jesus’ authority by the chief
priests, scribes, and elders. The context, therefore, for
this Gospel is Jesus’ growing exposure before the Jewish
authorities. Jesus is being questioned and tested by the
Jewish authorities, yet the scribe who addresses Jesus in
today’s Gospel seems to be an admirer; he is not testing
Jesus.

The question posed in today’s Gospel requires Jesus to
interpret the Law of Moses. The Mosaic Law consists of
the Ten Commandments and many additional
commandments, numbering into the hundreds. For a
devout Jew, adherence to the Mosaic Law is an
expression of faithfulness to God’s covenant with Israel.
The ranking of these commandments was regularly
debated among the teachers of the Law.

Jesus was not the only Jewish religious teacher to
connect these two commandments, love of God and love
of neighbor. Both of these commandments were central
elements of the religious tradition that Jesus learned from
his Jewish community. Indeed, these commandments
continue to be central aspects of contemporary Jewish
religious understanding. Jesus’ response to his
questioners proposed an integral connection between
these two aspects of the Jewish Law. Love of God finds
its expression in our love for our neighbor. Many believe,
however, that this connection was heard in a new and
fresh way when spoken by Jesus.

The scribe who questions Jesus in today’s Gospel
engages in a positive dialogue with Jesus. He agrees with
Jesus’ teaching that the commandments to love God and
love neighbor stand above the commandment to offer

worship and sacrifice in the Temple. With this dialogue,
Jesus appears to close the debate with the Jewish
authorities. Mark reports that no one dared to question
Jesus further.

Family Connection

As Christians, our moral behavior is guided by the two-
part commandment taught by Jesus in today’s Gospel:
love God and love your neighbor as yourself. Many of us
learned to use this framework as an examination of
conscience. By examining our lives through the lens of
these commandments, we have learned that the challenge
of these commandments is not in our desire to follow
them but in our capacity to consistently honor these
commandments in our daily lives.

For one week, identify and collect news reports of how
Christians show their love for God by loving and serving
their neighbor. Clip these news items and share what you
have heard when you gather as a family. Read together
today’s Gospel, Mark 12:28b-34. Talk about ways in
which your family might contribute to the examples of
Christian service you found. Choose one of these actions
to do together as a family. Conclude in prayer together
asking God to help us show love to our family members
and friends. Pray together the Act of Love.

Act of Love
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole
heart and soul, because you are all good and worthy of all
my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of
you. I forgive all who have injured me and I ask pardon
of those whom I have injured.
Amen.
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http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/mark/mark11.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/mark/mark12.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-love
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