
PICTURE GUIDE TO STONY CORALS  OF  

GLOVERS REEF ATOLL  

FIRE  CORALS  

BRANCHING FIRE CORAL Millepora alcicornis                Crusts, growing out into small round branches. Slender polyps 

projecting from small pores in smooth skeleton. Color yellow, cream, tan. Stings painfully if touched. 

 

BLADED FIRE CORAL Millepora complanata             Blade-like branches arising from crusts. Stings painfully if touched. 

BRANCHING CORALS  

 

ELKHORN CORAL Acropora palmata  Large, broad, palm-shaped branches in calm waters. More rounded in rough water. 

Brown to yellowish-brown. Side (radial) polyps small (0.5-0.8 mm). Terminal (axial) polyps larger, white.  

STAGHORN CORAL Acropora cervicornis                    Open, loosely packed thickets of thin, round, pointed, brown to 

yellowish-brown branches tipped by one large, white axial polyp. Easily broken, remains often forming rubble beds. 

FUSED STAGHORN CORAL Acropora prolifera           Hybrid of A. palmata & A. cervicornis. Branches densely packed. 

Brown to golden color. Branching tends toward horizontal and fan-shaped. Branchlets toward branch ends. 
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 STONY CORALS OF GLOVERS REEF ATOLL  

CLUB TIP FINGER CORAL Porites porites          Branches thick (2 cm or more), curved, hooked or other irregular shapes. 

Tips blunt, often swollen. Polyps expanded in day, appearing ñfuzzyò. Gray, blue, yellowish, or purple. Polyps small. 

 

BRANCHED FINGER CORAL Porites furcata                      Branches compact, thin (1-2 cm), finger-like, usually elongate, 

rounded tips, bases usually dead. Gray or tan. Polyps small (1.6-1.8 mm).  

 

THIN FINGER CORAL Porites divaricata                      Branches thinnest (less than 1 cm), widely spaced, and often at right  

angles to main stem. Tips often forked. Purple, brown, yellow-brown, gray. Polyps small. 

 

YELLOW PENCIL CORAL Madracis auretenra (formerly Madracis mirabilis)   Thin, densely packed, finger-like branches. 

Pale yellow to light tan. Polyps expanded day & night.  Polyps widely separated, with 10 septa.                               

 

TEN-RAY STAR CORAL Madracis decactis           Colonies are densely packed nodular lobes. Gray, brown, yellow-brown 

or greenish. Polyps small (less  than 2 mm), with 10 distinct septa.                      
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