FOOTBALL SUNDAY
BLESSING THE ELON UNIVERSITY
FOOTBALL TEAM AND LUNCH IN THE CLC

August 2022

SUNDAY AUGUST 7 • WORSHIP 10:30 AM
Pot luck luncheon follows
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We are expecting around 115 visitors to worship on Sunday, August 7, as the players and
coaches will join us for a special time to build community and support for these student athletes. A special
prayer of blessing will be given and our hospitality continues as we welcome them to the CLC for a
luncheon that is a combination of our dishes to share and supplemental entrees for our rather large
visitors.
This is an all hands on deck event! We need
you to make homemade desserts and side dishes, even
special entrees (pasta casseroles) if you like as we are
building a small cadre of volunteers who will be serving
Fried Chicken and other meats and potatoes to
supplement our dinner so we have enough for our hungry
team and all of us. One difference this year is that we
will have tents set up outside on our patio to allow for
us to be a bit more spread out. We hope you will feel
safe and ready to share food and company. This has been
a tradition since the 1970’s and the team worked with he university and they felt it was safe as well. So,
you can start signing up for food donations for this, our biggest potluck of the year!

We are back with Music Camp back open to the community with 60 plus participants this year.
Boards and Committees are going to be serving the meals with our first indoor Meet & Greet on Music
Camp Sunday, which will be August 14!
There is still a need for volunteers and helpers for this very important week of learning
handbells, vocal music, art, drama, and fun! Make sure you pass the word and let’s come together to
make this one of the most successful years! Contact Eden Brown at
eccbells@gmail.com or Rev. Sharon Wheeler at
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com to get involved!
This year is especially bittersweet with Eden Brown leading one
last time as she moves to start her doctorate at Louisiana State
University! Don’t miss this event and our Music Camp Sunday!
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The Values of A Community Church
and the Call of Christian Witness
It is amazing how truly
different this church has been from
any church I served before! With so
much turnover of new members and
seeing so many newer faces in our worship, congregation, and
leadership; it seems important to repeat the basis of Elon COMMUNITY
Church and the values that have gone into our vision, goals, and truly
the culture of who we have been and what I hope we can be in the
future.
Community in the church name can mean a lot of things.
Actually, it was first placed in the name long ago to set it apart from
the college and try to cause less confusion on who we were. We were
for the community and not just the college. Since then, the word
community in the name has probably been understood in a few
different ways. When I arrived 11 years ago, it was clear to me that
the name of the church meant that WE were involved in the
community.
You must understand, the other churches I was involved in
before were involved in the community as any faithful church should
be. The church I started in Virginia Beach was so involved in Homeless
ministries that we would have the Homeless staying in our brand new
building even with a daycare/preschool meeting in the same space. In
Ferguson it was providing a German ethnic presence through a meal
that attracted over 1,000 people called “Wurstmarkt” (pronounced
Wurst Mart). I served rural congregations that didn’t have community
nearby so our outreach came during Vacation Bible School. Elon
Community has surpassed all these churches together into being a 7
day a week church!
Community has been the operational word of a church that
housed the first Kindergarten in Elon, college students using the
building for all kinds of activities, even the Old Parish House stayed
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unlocked for runaway youth to have a place to sleep. Scouts meeting
here for many years and town meetings have always given the sense
that this was a meeting place. In 2011-2012 the construction of the
Community Life Center lengthened our reach and the variety of
programs we could host or hold over the last 10 years. (Yes! The CLC
is officially 10 years in use.) It changed our ability to be engaged in
the community in so many ways.
This is no accident at all. This has always been intentional.
We named our new building the COMMUNITY Life Center, not Family
or church life Center or fellowship hall. The very center of our
becoming the church in downtown Elon is and has been our
commitment to seeing all we do as allowing our building and our
planning to be inclusive of the community and never seeing the
congregation only as our focus. It has brought us to a range of
community involvement that has created change, hope, and has also
changed us.
This is a result of us seeing ministry as community based.
Our issues effect inclusion of all in our community. Our goals are
centered on assessments of missions as local, how we can grow
through being engaged in the community, and the most operative
word that accompanies all this is HOSPITALITY. That level of
hospitality has taken us to risky places, but it has always been worth
it. In August alone, we will have some of our largest worship services
because of Football Sunday and Music Camp Sunday. Both of these
involve the community in ways I see little of in churches all around.
It is this community emphasis that give our particular church
meaning and purpose in ways that may not be seen in other
churches. I pray we will look at it and see its importance for our
future and for our vitality of ministry and hospitality witness that
shares the message that all are welcome here. Let us not forget.
Love,
Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY—THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
Starts Up Again on August 21

We are taking a small summer break for four weeks. Because of Football Sunday and Music Camp
Sunday, we have decided to re-start on Sunday, August 21. We will continue our study of Luke with Chapter 9
and 10 being where we will pick up. It is easy to catch up and we are doing “Contextual Based Study” of the
third Gospel. See you on the 21st!
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Children’s Sunday School and
Blessing of the Back Packs
Children’s Sunday School classes will resume on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am on Sunday,
August 28. The Blessing of the Back Packs will also take place that day during our worship time.
Bring your back packs to be blessed as the children go back to school.

On August 28 we will have a back to school KICK off party for both our KICK and Youth COOL/EDGE groups. Please join us for a
time of celebration and kicking off our new school year and our back to church activities!

The Mission Board of ECC is thankful for all of the good things we do with the money
our congregation so generously gives. We decided to offer some insight into some of the things
we do in the name of our church, for our community, and the world around us. A few of these
groups meet weekly in our church and a number have ECC volunteers working in them, several
were born and supported within our church family and some we just monetarily support. Be
watching each month as we highlight a different agency.

This facility helps people of any age with addiction problems whether they are drugs
or alcohol. It is a leading non-hospital detox and inpatient drug and alcohol rehab center in
Burlington, NC. They have facility-based crisis services, residential services to alcoholics and
addicts, and residential services to individuals with mental illness. Our church helps to support
this and also hosts weekly Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous meetings.

FARMERS MARKET EACH THURSDAY FROM 3-6 PM AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
Come out each Thursday for some really great produce, food,
and all types of surprises. Let neighbors and friends know about it. There
have been as many as 25 vendors at one time and we will see different
numbers each week, but there are guest vendors and soon The County
Extension Office will have weekly programs. Throughout June come and
play BINGO (farmers market style) and get put into a drawing for a gift
basket! Be sure to check in at the main tent for information and updates.
A lot of our favorites are here each week and all is on the parking lot now for ease of walking. Once again, take your chance for real food
and local support!
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Refugee Resettlement Project Update
We are making great progress with the Refugee Resettlement Project! Most of our team members have
completed the background check paperwork and are on target to complete the required training courses in order to have
direct contact with “our family!” Thanks to Keith Wiley and Dorrie Roedner, we have tentatively secured a great 3bedroom apartment for them in a wonderful location, and we are nearly ready to furnish it! Our Church World Service
contact expects our family to arrive soon, so we need to shift into high gear to be ready for them. We need to move
whatever we can use from the storage unit to the apartment, before we can know what else we need to gather. We’ll
schedule a moving date in the near future and will put those plans in Joys and Concerns or some other notification. If you are able to help
with moving or have a truck we can use, please let me know! We’ll probably need a team to unpack the storage unit and a team to direct
where to place the furniture in the apartment, as well as truck drivers to move things from one place to the other. After we’ve used all the
appropriate stored items, we’ll need to find whatever household goods are missing, and then – last of all – get groceries for the kitchen! If
you’d like to help with any of those pieces, please let me know! You don’t need the background check or the training courses to participate in
setting up the housing.
An important note: anyone who will have direct contact with the family in any way must pass the background and driver’s check and
also must complete all four of the training sessions offered by CWS. Four sessions were held in July. If you would like to participate with the
family but have missed the training sessions, you can access them online – I can email the Powerpoint slides from the sessions, or you can
watch the recordings of the Zoom meetings (contact Rev. Sharon Wheeler for links to the recordings.) When you’ve finished them, let me know,
so I can report to CWS. If you have not received or completed your background check forms, I can email them to you, or you can pick up a
hard copy of each (5 of them) in Monica’s office.
If you have any questions or can let me know where you would like to help, please contact me at pbjames37@gmail.com or
425-830-3707. I look forward to working with you all to welcome our family to a new, stable, safe life!

Justice and Witness Committee meets on the 4th Sunday of the month immediately
following worship in the CLC classroom. We'd love for you to join us.
The emphasis of the committee for September and October is Voting Rights.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Bob Martin or Bev Orwig.

Women's Fellowship - Welcome Back!
Please plan on attending the September Women's Fellowship Meeting on Monday, September, 12th at 10:30 in the
CLC. You can come in person or on Zoom. Light refreshments will be provided. As we begin the new year (September June) we will be looking at ways to incorporate The Sabbath into our special and personal lives. There are also going to be
some changes to discuss. So whether you've been attending Women's Fellowship for years, months, or never, please join us!
Plan Ahead! Mark Your Calendars for SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 3 – 5 pm

DOG DAY MIXER

WE NEED YOUR DOGS AND YOU!
We need you to employ your dogs for this festival of Hot dogs, ice cream, music, and dogs that allow the
students to mix, feel our welcome and help with early Fall Term transition. Make sure to leave this time open for
fun and interaction with the newest students at Elon. Sponsored by the University Relations Committee.
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The Soaring High Book Club Welcomes You!
Whether you've been a part of the Soaring High Book Club in the past or not, we'd love for you to join us this year! We meet
on the 4th Monday of the month at 1:00 pm. Although, in the past, we didn't begin meeting until September, this year we thought it would
be a fun idea to meet in August as well. For the August 22 meeting, please plan on bringing your favorite book that you read this summer.
There will be light refreshments provided along with the light and fun conversation about that book you just couldn't put down! We will also
be discussing books that will be read this year.

List of Books to be Read This Year
September 26

Factfulness - Ten Reasons We're Wrong about the World and Why Things are Better than You Think —Hans Rosling
(This is the Elon University Freshman Read and the author(s) will most likely be discussing the book at the University in
the Fall.)

October 24

The Island of the Sea Women—Lisa See

November 28

Refugee—Alan Gratz
(There are four available copies of the September - November books in the church library.)

December

No Meeting this Month

January 23

Warm Socks—Life Lessons from My Father - Edna Brown Mark (A local author)

February 27

The Only Woman in the Room—Marie Benedict

March 27

Midnight Library—Matt Haig

April 24

The Book of Hope - A Survival Guide for Trying Times—Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams

May 22

Organizational Meeting for the 2023-2024 year

See You on August 22! (We will be meeting in the library or the upstairs fellowship room.) If you have any
questions contact Lucy Saconn or Bev Orwig.

Lets Go to The
Burlington Sock Puppets
On August 4
A summer tradition at ECCUCC has been to take a trip to the ballpark. We will
be going to see our local team, Burlington Sock Puppets. The game starts at 6 pm. The
cost is $8 per ticket if we get in the covered area. Email wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com
if you are interested in attending. If we have 20 there may be a group rate.
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Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch
(seen below). You can also go to our website and
click on the FINANCE tab, to set up an account
for regular online giving. Please take into account
that we pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid
with a credit card. Debit cards and checking
accounts are encouraged! If you cannot make an
online payment, checks are welcome to be mailed
to PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

8/7 – Elon Football Sunday (Stephen Futrell)
8/14 – Music Camp participants
8/21 – Anna Ball, soprano
8/28 & 9/4 Contact Stephen Futrell
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Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

John Henderson and Ralph Waller
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Bev Orwig and Colleen Gutierrez

Liturgist Schedule

Deacon On Call

8/7
8/14
8/21
8/28

8/7
8/14
8/21
8/28

Football Sunday
Music Camp Sunday
Abby Stimpson
Lucy Saconn

Bev Orwig
Ted Henson
Colleen Gutierrez
Dorrie Roedner

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
8/7
8/14
8/21
8/28

Patricia Woody
Jamie Coble & April Simpson-Coble
Ron & Sue Baker
Manda & Stephen Stiegel

Ed Powell
Lucy Saconn
Mindi Truitt
Brad Wroblewski
Ralph Waller
Muriel Sherman
Virginia Griffin
Grace Edwards
Gabrielle Edwards
Louise Barnett
Curtis Osborne
Nancy Luce
Katie Brown
Eleanor Hoke
Kennedy Ramsey

8/1
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/5
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/9
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/15

Lorie Goodwin
Emily Stimpson
Virginia Leeds
Sara Danieley-Kernodle
Richard Allen
Jacqualyn McHenry
Sally Johnson
Shayna Tang
Joe Tang
Annie McLane
Whitman Stiegel
Linda Brown
Tessa Byerly
Charlie Merical

8/17
8/17
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/22
8/23
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/30
8/30

Derek and Katie Tang
Barry and Linda Raker
Jordan and Gretchen Bruesehoff-Wiles
David Andes and Karen Lewis

8/12
8/14
8/15
8/16

Russ and Ellen Martin
George and Carole Oakley
Sean and Callie Harris

8/19
8/25
8/26

Mailed: 7/28/2022

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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