Pre-Solo Quiz
MR Updated

Member Information
Member's Name

Date

This quiz covers the written test requirement of Part 61.87. This written test must be completed and reviewed by your
instructor prior to your first solo flight. The primary objective of this test is to evaluate your basic understanding of your
responsibilities, privileges and limitations as a solo student pilot. This an open book, take home quiz. You may find it useful
to include any FAR or other references as part of your answers. Refer to this quiz throughout your training to reinforce the
lessons.
Recommended resources
- FARs
- Aeronautical Information Manual
- POH/AFM for Training Aircraft
- A/FD
This is a digital PDF form. You can edit the fields using Acrobat Reader, and save the file. Please complete this form on your
computer and save a copy for your records.
In addition to these questions, please prepare a "planning sheet" for our local airports (E16, CVH, SNS, RHV, WVI). Your
instructor will review your diagrams and return them to you for use during local solo flights. Draw on a separate piece of
paper the runway layout for each of these airports, and include the following information:
- traffic pattern direction(s)
- traffic pattern altitude
- frequencies used
- noise abatement procedures (if any)
I have reviewed this quiz with the member and provided ground instruction as required to address any knowledge
deficiencies. This pilot has the necessary aeronautical knowledge for solo flight privileges, and I have properly endorsed
their logbook indicating that the pre-solo quiz requirement has been met.
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Regulations
What type of information is found in FAR Part 61?

What type of information is found in FAR Part 91?

What pilot's documents must you have in your
possession when you are flying?

What logbook and certificate endorsements
are required prior to your first solo flight?

How long are your solo endorsements valid?

How do you renew a solo endorsement?

What are your operations limitations (from
the FARs) as a student pilot?

What aircraft documents must be on board the
aircraft? Which must be in view of passengers?

How far from your home airport may you fly with
basic solo privileges?

How do you get permission to fly to other local
(<25NM airports) in solo flight?

What are the alcohol limitations for pilots?

What is the day VFR reserve fuel requirement
(minimum fuel at landing)?
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The Flight Environment (use rules for day VFR)
What are the cloud clearance and visibility
minimums to fly in Class-G airspace?

What are the cloud clearance and visibility
requirements fly in the Class E airspace around
South County airport?
What are the cloud clearance and visibility
requirements fly in the Class D airspace at Reid
Hillview Airport?
What are the ceiling & visibility requirements to
operate in the pattern at a towered airport?

What is a NOTAM (and give an example)?

What is a TFR?

Describe how you get weather data before flight
and during flight

In a written weather report, are the winds reported
as magnetic or true?
In a verbal weather report (ATIS, ASO, AWOS), are
the winds reported as magnetic or true?

When a ceiling is reported, is the altitude
MSL or AGL?
What types of sky coverage (by name) indicate a
ceiling?
List all the information you can find on the SFO
Sectional or Terminal Area Chart about your
training airport in San Martin.
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Flight Operations
What preflight actions are required for all pilots?

Why is it necessary to drain the fuel sumps
before flight and after refueling?

Where in our local area are you required to have
and use a Mode-C transponder?

You are on base for RW32 at E16 and another
pilot radios "straight in GPS approach to runway
32, 5 miles out". Who has the right of way?
Enroute to the practice area another aircraft is
coming straight toward you at your altitude. What
course change do you make to avoid it?

You are at Hollister on downwind for runway 31
and a glider is on downwind for runway 24. Who
has the right of way?
You arrive at E16 for a solo local flight and find
that the ASOS is not operating. It's clearly VFR so
it's safe to fly. How do you set the altimeter?
When practicing stalls and slow flight you should
start at an altitude that allows recovery no lower
than how high (AGL)?
When is a go-around appropriate?

Describe the go-around procedure in
your training airplane.

What are the minimum safe altitudes?
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Equipment Malfunctions & Emergencies
During preflight inspection you discover that the
turn coordinator has been marked "INOP" on the
squawksheet in the keybook. What would you do
to determine if you can fly the airplane for a local
solo flight? What FAR would you consult for
guidance?

What should you do if you get an engine fire while
starting?

What should you do if the engine fails
immediately after takeoff?

What should you do if the engine fails during
cruise flight?

During flight the ammeter shows a discharge (or
the loadmeter shows zero amps). What
equipment might be causing this and what would
you do to resolve the situation?

What causes a spin, and where/when might spins
occur during flight?

How do you recover from a spin?
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