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OVERVIEW
Meridian Consultants LLC is an industry leader in the fields of community, environmental, and natural resource
planning. The partners of Meridian Consultants offer over 80 years of diverse experience to assist public agencies,
private businesses, and landowners throughout California in meeting the challenges of entitlement and regulatory
compliance.
Our team has extensive experience in land use planning, environmental review, and natural resource management.
Our experience includes the successful environmental review and entitlement of some of the largest and most
complex projects in the state. Meridian also assists our clients with processing local, state, and federal permits
under a variety of regulations, stakeholder outreach, and mitigation implementation and by preparing a wide range
of supporting technical studies.
Meridian has expertise in the preparation of a broad range of environmental documents to meet the requirements
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Our team
has consistently been at the forefront of emerging issues, such as climate change and water supply sustainability,
and we are regularly sought out for CEQA expertise and technical capabilities to address complex and controversial
projects.
Our partners have an extensive and successful work history of major projects subject to intense public and legal
scrutiny. Our technical expertise and experience is matched by our ability to communicate planning and environmental
information in well-organized and straightforward reports and presentations that produce successful outcomes.
Photo courtesy of Christopher Heald

SERVICES AND EXPERTISE
Strategic Compliance Planning and Management
The partners of Meridian Consultants excel at assisting our clients in navigating the environmental compliance
process deliberately and strategically. Through hands-on collaboration, we work with our clients to identify key issues
and stakeholders and to develop a strategy to ensure efficient and timely completion of the various permits and
environmental and regulatory compliance processes required for each project. Early input from agencies and other
stakeholders can help identify ways of modifying a project to reduce environmental impacts and to minimize potential
cost, schedule, and litigation issues while making sure that project objectives are met. Meridian Consultants assists
our clients by identifying all processing and review requirements, technical information needed, and team members
required at the beginning of the project. Developing and maintaining project schedules by actively managing the
activities of the project team is a primary focus of the Meridian Consultants approach.

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Studies Land Use Planning
Meridian’s air quality and climate change professionals
are a specialized team with an up-to-date and in-depth
understanding of the complex and evolving regulatory
landscape. The services offered include air quality
impact assessments for CEQA and NEPA documents,
health risk assessments (HRAs), greenhouse gas (GHG)
inventories, and stationary source permitting and
emission inventories.

We offer expertise in all aspects of the land use planning,
including preparing and amending General Plans and
Specific Plans, preparing land use and project opportunity
and constraint studies, identifying entitlements required
for projects, and assisting with processing.

Noise Studies
Meridian has the capabilities to evaluate noise from a variety of transportation and stationary noise sources. All
measurements are taken in accordance with accepted methodologies such as ISO or ASTM, using Type I/II integrating
sound level meters. Meridian utilizes a variety of computer models to predict noise impacts from increased traffic
volumes or other activities associated with proposed land uses. Anticipated noise levels are projected in reference
to parcel boundaries or planimetric features in accordance with applicable regulations or client objectives. Predictive
studies may address a variety of variables such as traffic volumes, vehicle mix, stationary source operation patterns,
topographic conditions, and mitigation options.

CEQA/NEPA
COMPLIANCE

Achieving CEQA and NEPA compliance is fundamental to the success of our
client’s planning and infrastructure projects. Our partners have provided expert
and responsive assistance with the full spectrum of CEQA and NEPA compliance
documents, ranging from notices of exemption or exclusion to initial studies
and environmental assessments to complex environmental impact reports
(EIRs), environmental impact statements (EISs), and joint documents for major
projects.

Mitigation Implementation
Achieving CEQA and NEPA compliance and obtaining regulatory permits enables project initiation, but successful project
completion requires that mitigation and permit terms be implemented in a manner that meets regulatory requirements
while allowing construction to move ahead smoothly. With that in mind, we can provide a full range of mitigation
implementation and monitoring services, including “tailgate” training sessions for construction personnel. Our experienced
personnel interface effectively with construction, agency, and local jurisdiction staff, providing efficient and economical
mitigation implementation.

Regulatory Permitting

Biological Resource Studies

As part of our services, we are able to work with a variety
of regulatory permitting and agency negotiation services.
We understand the need for efficient and solution-oriented
agency coordination and are known for our ability to work
productively with resource agency staff. When regulatory
permits are required, we are able to bring a combination of
outstanding technical expertise and solid regulatory skills,
ensuring successful project implementation.

Meridian Consultants offers expertise in all aspects of
environmental studies. Meridian prepares biological
constraints evaluations and analyses, focused surveys for
special status species, floristic and faunal field surveys, tree
surveys, and wetland delineations and provides associated
permit application preparation and processing services for
wetland and streambed modification.

Public Outreach
We provide stakeholder outreach in support of land use and water planning, infrastructure development, and environmental
compliance processes, ranging from individual milestone meetings with specifically designated goals to formulating and
implementing comprehensive outreach programs. CEQA and NEPA establish minimum requirements for public dialogue,
and for some projects, meeting these minimum standards is sufficient. For others, additional outreach may be essential
to the project’s success, which offers a powerful tool to build trust at the project initiation and allows the opportunity to
resolve issues if opposition is identified during the process. For each project, Meridian staff work closely with our clients
to develop and implement a carefully coordinated program of services designed to achieve the specific objectives of the
project.

Water Rights Permitting and Water Banking and Transfers
Meridian is a leader in completing water rights permitting and the associate environmental review. As the lead
environmental consultant for the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Water Rights Division, we are
responsible for assisting the Division with the environmental review of water rights permit applications throughout
California.
Our senior staﬀ has experience in water banking and water purchases and transfers. Through a variety of projects,
we have worked with water agencies and water banks to address the short- and long-term environmental issues
associated with these projects. Through our involvement, we have become experienced in the intricacies associated
with habitat issues, movement, and storage of water through a variety of methods, water quality and mixing issues,
and water rights implications.

Water Supply Assessment and Water Supply Veriﬁcation
Our partners are recognized statewide as a leading preparer of water supply assessments (WSAs), which are required
under California Water Code Sections 10910, and water supply veriﬁcations (WSVs), which are required under
Government Code Section 66473.7. We have provided water reliability planning for projects in communities across
the state, and are regularly sought out to prepare WSAs in areas where water supply is a complex and controversial
issue. We provide water reliability planning consulting services as a stand-alone service or as part of a comprehensive
package of services that also includes CEQA compliance and other related support.

Joe Gibson, Partner - Group Leader
Water and Natural Resources
Mr. Gibson has 35 years of experience managing and conducting environmental
studies. He has participated in a variety of projects involving CEQA and NEPA for
federal, state, and local government and private-sector clients. His clients have
included federal, state, and local government agencies as well as private-sector
clients.
Tel: (805) 367-5726
Email: jgibson@meridianconsultantsllc.com

Tony Locacciato, Partner - Group Leader
Planning and Environmental Compliance
Mr. Locacciato is an urban and regional planner with 30 years of diverse
experience in planning and environmental analysis. His background in consulting,
public sector planning, and private development results in an understanding of
the relationships between land use regulations, environmental impacts, and the
implementation of projects.

Mark Austin, Partner - Group Leader
Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas, and Noise Assessment
Mr. Austin has over 20 years of varied experience in planning and environmental
analysis. He has successfully managed numerous controversial environmental
documents in compliance with both CEQA and NEPA.
Tel: (805) 367-5727
Email: maustin@meridianconsultantsllc.com
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