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Principal’s Message
Welcome to the 2017-18 school year! The students and staff at Woodside are already off to a great start! Thank you
to parents and guardians who attended the Meet and Greet evening before the first day of school. It was a wonderful
way to reconnect with our incredible students and families. Curriculum Night was held on September 14 for grades 35, and on the 18th for grades K-2. This provided an overview of the grade level learning program, routines and
procedures, home-school communications, and behavioral expectations.
One of the important things we focus on at the beginning of the year are school-wide behavior expectations. All
teachers have spent time teaching SOAR expectations for all areas of our school. SOAR is part of our school Positive
Behavioral Intervention and Support Program (PBIS). When you are at the school, you will see the SOAR acronym
posted throughout the school campus.
We have some wonderful new staff members at Woodside joining our grade
S – Stay Safe (Be Safe)
level teams. Please welcome:
st
 Ms. Haley Ayers – 1 grade
O – Own Your Actions (Be Responsible)
 Ms. Kathleen Coe – 3rd grade
A – Always Be a Leader (Be a Leader)
 Ms. Leslee Hammer – 3rd grade
R – Respect Yourself and Others (Be Respectful)
 Ms. Lisa Eldridge – 4th grade
th
 Ms. Kellie Dyer – 5 grade
 Ms. Samantha Gooden – 5th grade
 Ms. Amy Ruotsala – Library
 Mrs. Stefani Koetje – Asst. Principal
 Ms, Meghan LeFrancois-Hanson – Before School Violin Teacher
Truly, this will be an exciting year and I look forward to all of the ideas that our new staff members and new students will bring to us.
Attendance is vitally important to success in school. All students must be in school unless they are excused for a medical appointment or for
illness. We ask you to call our 24 hour attendance line, (425) 385-7805 or e-mail Woodside Attendance at
WoodsideAttendance@everettsd.org to report your child’s absence. Please call or e-mail the morning of the absence (or before). You may
also send in a note excusing the absence on their first day back. If we have not heard from you, you will receive a computer-generated
message reminding you to call the school. Woodside runs attendance reports at the end of every month. Notes will go home with students
that have 2 or more unexcused absences or 5 or more excused OR unexcused tardies. As most of you know, Washington has a mandatory
school attendance law. Continued unexcused absences may result in filing a truancy petition. Please make every effort to get your student to
school each day on time. Your efforts are greatly appreciated by our staff and your son or daughter's classroom teacher. If you have questions
about attendance, be sure to contact me.
I look forward to seeing you during our FALL conference week, Oct. 23 rd – 27th. Our staff is working hard this year collecting information
on each student so they can share specific details with each parent on how their child is doing academically, socially and behaviorally. I all
parents/guardians to come to conferences and learn more about how your child is doing and take advantage of the opportunity to ask our staff
questions.
We have had another smooth start to the school year and that is due to the efforts of our families who work to send a positive message about
school to the children we serve. I want to thank you for placing a premium on education. I also want to thank North Creek Presbyterian
Church and their team of volunteers for making Woodside look beautiful.
Let's have the best year ever!
Sincerely,

Dr. Betty Cobbs, Woodside Principal
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The district shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects of the
academic and activities program without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender expression, gender identity, veteran or military status, the presence of any physical,
sensory or mental disability or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a student with a disability.
Designated to handle inquiries about nondiscrimination policies are:
Affirmative Action Office
Carol Stolz
cstolz@everettsd.org
Title IX Officer
Randi Seaberg
rseaberg@everettsd.org
504 Coordinator
Becky Ballbach
rballbach@everettsd.org
ADA Coordinator
Becky Clifford
rclifford@everettsd.org

425-385-4106
425-385-4104
425-385-4063
425-385-5250
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Calendar of Events
Mon-Fri, Oct. 23-27
Fri, Oct. 27
Wed, Nov. 1
Fri, Nov. 3
Mon, Nov. 6
Wed, Nov. 8
Thurs, Nov. 9
Fri, Nov. 10
Thurs, Nov. 16
Fri, Nov. 17
Wed, Nov. 22
Thurs-Fri, Nov. 23-24
Thurs, Nov. 30
Mon, Dec. 4
Thurs, Dec. 14
Fri, Dec. 15

Fall Conferences Early Release All Week @ 12:20
Spirit Day – Book Character
Popcorn Friday (PTA)
Harvest BINGO (PTA)
LAP Parent Night @ 6:00 – Library
Learning Improvement Friday - 1:35 Release
PTA Meeting @ 7:00 – Library
Vision screening at Woodside
5th grade Veterans Day Assembly 9:30 and 1:45
No School - Veterans Day
Family Literacy Night 6:00-7:30
Popcorn Friday (PTA)
School Spirit Day, Sports Team Theme
Early Release @ 12:20 - Thanksgiving Break
No School - Thanksgiving Break
Picture Retake day
PTA Meeting @ 7:00 – Library
Science Fair Night (PTA)
Popcorn Friday (PTA)

Counselor’s Corner
I hope you are enjoying the cooler nights and greener lawns as we head into the fall. I also
hope that you notice that your students are starting to solve some problems for themselves. In
grades 1-4, we have been learning to use Kelso’s Choices to solve problems. Students learn to
try a couple of choices before reporting smaller problems to adults; large problems
automatically go to adults. Allowing children to practice solving problems for themselves helps
them gain confidence. When adults step in too early, we are actually telling them with our
actions that we don’t think they can handle it. My goal is to build confidence in our students, not
only academically, but socially as well.
Kindergarten students are currently learning about feelings and empathy with the Second Step curriculum; not only
recognizing feelings in themselves, but in others as well. As the year goes on, they will also learn about how to calm
down when feeling strong emotions and how to solve social problems.
Fifth grade students started off the year learning about how careers are grouped into clusters and we are working on an
interest inventory that will help students identify which groups of careers are more likely to be enjoyable for them in the
future. The High School & Beyond event on October 11 is another way for students (and parents) to learn about different
careers and to talk to college representatives about programs offered and possible funding resources. I hope that you are
able to attend this evening family event.
I look forward to meeting some of you at parent conferences. Please stop by my room (B-12) if you have any questions or
just want to say “Hi”. If I’m not in another meeting, I will be happy to talk with you.

Anne Jensen, School Counselor
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This year, desktop PC’s have been replaced with Chromebook computers!
Here’s a snapshot of what students are doing in the Computer Lab:
Kindergarten:
 Learn how to turn the Chromebooks on/off
 Use the trackpad to click, click & drag, and scroll
 Began computer lessons to learn keyboarding and trackpad skills
 Manage feelings of frustration and exercising patience when learning new skills
1st Grade:
 Students have been added to Prodigy Math. You should have received a blue letter to connect your
student’s account at home.
 Review kindergarten keyboarding lessons to learn how to click, click & drag and scroll using the
trackpad
 Prepare for coding skills by thinking about and drawing step-by-step directions(algorithms) for how
to do something
2nd Grade:
 Review “home row hands” for keyboarding and keyboarding lessons
 Introduced Google Classroom and how to navigate there to access assignments
 Students have been added to Prodigy Math. You should have received a blue letter to connect your
student’s account at home.
 Introduction to Moby Max online ELA, Math, Science curriculum-look for green letters coming home
soon!
 Coding course through Code.org begins in November
3rd Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Introduction to Moby Max online ELA, Math, Science curriculum. Green letters were sent home to
connect student’s account at home.
 Google Docs tools and writing strong descriptive sentences
 Coding course through Code.org begins in November
4th Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Introduction to Moby Max online ELA, Math, Science curriculum. Green letters were sent home to
connect student’s account at home.
 Google Slides and transferring skills learned in Power Point last year
 Coding course through Code.org begins in November!
5th Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Google Slides and transferring Power Point skills
 Google Sheets (like Excel)
 Coding course through Code.org begins in November

Sarah Lim
425.385.7849
slim@everettsd.org
Instructional Technology Specialist
www.everettsd.org/woe-computerlab
- 3-

Woodside Toucan Flyer

FALL 2017

Your PTA

Shana Wolf & Kasi Croom
Woodside PTA Co-Presidents
info@woodsidepta.com

PTA Newsletter
Shelf Talk from the Woodside Library
– Amy Ruotsala, Teacher Librarian
Welcome to the 2017-18 from the Woodside Library. Mrs. Litzkow retired at the end of last school year and I am the new
librarian. If you would like to read a bit about me check out the Woodside Library webpage, specifically click on “Meet the
Teacher Librarians” or click here: https://www.everettsd.org/Page/12166 There is only one this year but I cannot figure
out how to remove the “s” from that tab.
Since the beginning of the school year we have been working on learning the routines of the library, how to care for library
books, and how the library is organized. Soon we will begin learning how to be digital citizen, beginning research skills,
and always finding good reading material. We had 246 students participate in the summer reading program. October 16 th
is a big day. The 63 students who read to the third incentive will have their names published in the Everett Herald. Please
remember if you have books that were checked out from the Woodside Library during summer library hours, please return
them.
The Woodside Library is open (most) Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:10-8:25 for students to come with their
parent/guardian to take an Accelerated Reading test. The computers are very slow to login so if possible, try to login on
the same computer every time. I will try to notify if there are closures to this morning time. Sometimes there are
emergency meetings that happen.
Students in fourth grade are listening to Wonder by RJ Palacio as a read out loud. Wonder has been made into a movie
that opens on November 17th. It is a story about a disfigured fifth grade boy who is going to attend public school for the
first time. The interesting thing is that his story is told from different points of view. It looks great! Click here to view the
official trailer on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngiK1gQKgK8 – you may want to pack tissues if you
choose to see this movie. Stop by the library if you would like to check the book out!
Another book to movie connection is Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. This is a three-book series about the most
notorious and creative game inventor in the world, Mr. Lemoncello, who funds the new local library. The main character is
part of a group of kids who have one a coveted spot to spend the night in the new library. Little do they know, they will
need to solve every clue in order to escape. This has been made into a straight to tv movie that will be shown on
Nickelodeon. It premiers on October 9th, but I am sure it will be shown again and again and again. This is the first book in
a three book series that is currently on order for the library. YouTube trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1nOp0Poom4
The Woodside library will be growing thanks to the fall PTA sponsored Book Fair. A big thanks to all who supported the
fair.
Look for additional information about the Woodside Library on the webpage and in future newsletters.
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Everett School District News
Delayed start or closed schools
If we have to cancel school or delay the start of school, we will use our parent communication system to call in the morning, typically around
5:45 a.m., with a brief message about the reason for closure or delay. We will also use local media and post the message on our website. If
there is no announcement about Everett Public Schools, school is on the regular schedule.
More information and resources for school closures or delays is on the district website under the Parents tab.
In cases of inclement weather or other emergencies, please:

check your email or phone for district messages;

listen for media announcements;

view the district’s website at www.everettsd.org;

watch district Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts; or

call our district information line 425-385-4636.
Did you miss a call from us?
If missed a call from your school, please first check your voice mail or your email for the message rather than calling the school.
Schools are often inundated with phone calls from parents after they send an automated call and cannot answer all of the calls.

Is your contact information up-to-date at school?
If your contact information has changed, please let your school know so we can reach you.

School Performance Report
Our school’s performance report is available online on each school’s website. More information is available on the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction website. Click on “State Report Card” and select Everett from the list of districts.
Capital projects updates
The district is hard at work on many projects approved by voters in April 2016. Design work has been completed on both the North
Middle School modernization and new Elementary 18. Both projects will break ground this spring. Check out the videos and more
updates at www.everettsd.org/capitalprojects.
North Middle School

Elementary 18
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Back-to-school safety reminders
It’s helpful to talk with your child from time to time about staying safe and alert, especially when traveling to and from school. Here are
just a few quick reminders:







Walk with a buddy
Be aware of your surroundings (cell phones and ear buds put away)
Wait with a friend or adult at bus stops
For adults, stop for buses when they have the stop arm out
Report anything suspicious to an adult right away

Watch for the mobile app
This fall families can download a mobile app to easily access student information, grades,
attendance, lunch balances, calendars and more!
Mapping your future
What you can do now to chart your course
October 11, 2017

5:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Join us at a High School and Beyond family night to:

Enjoy free pizza

Get help with financial aid and college admissions

Get help registering for College Bound scholarships (grades 7 and 8)

Learn to use Naviance to make college and career plans

Meet community and 4-year colleges & universities

Visit the college & career fair
Interpreters are available.

Website = tools for you
The website has tools to make your life easier. Sign in to:

Customize a personal profile in MyView

Add your student’s school and teachers’ calendars to your calendar view

Filter calendar items by category

Export calendar items to your personal calendar

Access Grades & More, lunch menus and staff contact information from the home page

Find directions and maps to event locations listed on the calendar
If you are a parent or guardian authorized to have Web access to your student’s records, you can sign in to the website using the same
login and password you use for online grades to customize MyView. Need a login or not sure if you have access? Contact
LMS@everettsd.org for help.

New communication plan of low and negative lunch balances
Food and Nutrition Services wants all students to have a positive meal experience and makes an effort to minimize identification and
individual impact for a student with insufficient funds in-hand or in their account. To support this effort we will no longer communicate
negative balances with students, only with parents.
We will use the following tools:

On Tuesday and Thursday evenings, negative balance phone calls and e-mails will be sent through the district communication
system.

On Sunday evening, a low balance phone call and e-mail will be sent through the district communication system.

Homeroom teachers will send green reminder envelopes home in student backpacks to families when a balance is getting low.
Parents can sign up with MyPaymentsPlus.com for free. By setting up an account parents will be able to:
o Check account balances
o View transaction history
o Set up low balance notifications
o Make payments online
We appreciate your help to ensure that all students have a positive experience during breakfast and lunch.
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Is your family prepared for an emergency?
Sign up for Smart911 to save time and possibly lives
Now you can provide 9-1-1 with the information they need to help any member of your family before an emergency happens.
Seconds count when ...
 A child is missing
 There's a fire
 You experience a medical emergency
 There's an accident at home, or on the job
 You are in a vehicle accident
Seconds save lives. Sign up for Smart911 today.
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS ONLY

Can you fluently read, write, speak, and listen in a language other than English?
Students in grades 7 through 12 in Everett Public Schools can earn high school credit in a world language by successfully passing
district-approved assessments and demonstrating language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in this language.
Assessments are available at $10 for many different world languages. See the district assessment website for details.
Test dates: Nov. 15, 2017 and April 25, 2018
Fall registration: Sept. 25 – Oct. 20
Spring registration: March 6 – 30

NOVEMBER 7, 2017
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XThere are many ways y Please feel free to share this information with your family and friends!

WOODSIDE PTA FUNDRAISING

Earn box tops for
Woodside by shopping at
your favorite stores, or
even by playing games!
Once you create your
account and select
Woodside as your school, click on the ‘Earn’ link to
explore the many ways you can earn. You can also
clip the box tops coupons off products you buy in
the store and send them in. Each Box Top is worth
10 cents to Woodside.

Register eligible
cards with the
eScrip program,
and select
merchants will
contribute with each purchase! Participants
include Safeway, Bartell’s, and many others.

Matching Donations – Many local
employers (including Microsoft
and Boeing) will match your
volunteer time with Cash paid to
the PTA. Check with your
employer to see if this benefit is

Get milk and dairy
products delivered right
to your door, and help
Woodside in the process!
Sign up for new service,
and mention Woodside
Elementary as your referrer and PTA as your
promo code, and Smith Brothers will donate $20 to
PTA.

offered.

Start all your
Amazon shopping
at
smile.amazon.com, and .5% of all your purchases
will be donated to Woodside. To sign up, search
for Woodside PTA Everett Council 7 3 57 to select
as your Charitable Organization while registering.

Link your Fred Meyer Rewards card to Woodside,
and all of your future purchases will result in a
donation to our school.
Clip and collect Tyson Project A+
labels from Tyson packages –
Tyson will pay Woodside 24
cents for each one!

Red Robin Royalty and help our
school earn some cheddar!
Members get a free birthday
burger, every 10th item free,
and more!
Visit redrobin.com/betterschools for more
information.
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