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Hello to all the newsletter readers of West Hempfield 
Presbyterian Church! 

The Bible has a lot to say about the importance of our 

family and home life.  

As many of you know, my family grew last month with 

the addition of our third child, born on April 1. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 

the support, encouragement, words of wisdom, cards, 

gifts, prayers, etc. that we have received. 

I also wanted to thank the church for the opportunity to 

be with my wife and family for the first few days of this 

big transition for all of us. 

The church provided me with two weeks of parental 

leave, and because of all of your support, I have been 

able to live into my calling, not just as Pastor Andrew, 

but also as Dad. 

I Timothy chapter 3 says in verses 4 and 5: He must 

manage his own family well … (If anyone does not know 

how to manage his own family, how can he take care of 

God’s church?) 

I remember being given advice long ago that if I want to 

succeed in my job at the church (or anywhere) I need to 

SUCCEED AT HOME FIRST. 

I went looking for where that quote came from and 

found this on Max Lucado’s website: 

 

Quiet heroes dot the landscape of our society. 

They don’t make the headlines, but they do 

sew the hemlines and check the outlines and 

stand on the sidelines. You won’t find their 

names on the Nobel Prize short list, but you’ll 

find their names on the carpool, and Bible 

teacher lists. They are parents!  Heroes!  Their 

kids call them mom. Dad.  And these moms and 

dads, more valuable than all the executives and 

lawmakers, quietly hold the world together. 

 

Be numbered among them. Read books to your 

kids. Play ball while you can and they want you 

to. Make it your aim to watch every game they 

play, read every story they write, hear every 

recital in which they perform. Children spell 

love with four letters:  T-I-M-E. Not just quality 

time, but hang time, downtime, anytime, all 

the time! Cherish the children who share your 

name. Succeed at home first! 

 

From Dad Time by Max Lucado 

 

Thank you for the opportunity and support to try to 

SUCCEED AT HOME FIRST. 

I want to encourage all of you to continue to make this 

a priority in your lives as well. Your willingness to allow 

me these opportunities shows your commitment. Keep 

up the great work! 

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Andrew Wirt 
 

Pastor Andrew Recommends: 

You Are Special 

By Max Lucado 

The world tells kids, "You're 

special if ... 

if you have the brains, the 

looks, the talent." 

God tells them, "You're 

special … just because. No 
qualifications necessary." 

In You Are Special, Max Lucado tells the story of 

Punchinello, the wooden Wemmick who believes that he 

isn't good enough because of what others say about him. 
When will Punchinello realize how truly special he is? 

You Are Special is a beautiful story that reminds us that 

we are precious to God just the way we are. It is through 

spending daily time with him that we begin to see 

ourselves through his eyes. This is an important truth 

that children and parents need to know: God loves us 
even though we make mistakes and have flaws! 



 

 

May 5   8:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Communion Sunday, 9:45 Sunday School 

May 12   8:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Coffee Hour ï Menôs Group, 9:45 Sunday School 

May 19   8:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Last Day for Sunday School, cash in Glory Gold! 

May 26   8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Session of West Hempfield Presbyterian Church met on April 23, 2019 

Together we covered our church and congregation with prayer, studied the Bible, and reviewed the submitted 

reports.  

For our Bible study we looked at Peter in the gospel of John. Jesus calls Peter “the Rock” knowing Peter will 

waver and deny as Jesus goes to the cross. Jesus sees something inside Peter, and he calls it out to encourage 

Peter. It’s like Jesus is saying, “You’re not there yet, but you will be the Rock. I can see it in you.” The names 

we give people can have a strong impact on how we see that person, and how they see themselves. The elders 

then talked about some of the names we use for God, what they say about God, and what they say about us. 

We met with some of the Confirmation Class students, reviewed committee reports, and discussed our summer 

worship schedule. 

It was decided that we would try continuing our regular schedule of worship at 8:30am and 11:00am throughout 

the summer. The room considered it a priority to maintain stability (not making changes unless there is a 

necessity) and to continue to offer our congregation flexibility and choice. We will see how this summer goes 

and evaluate for the future. 

As always, we closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SUMMER WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE: 

The summer worship schedule 

will remain with 2 services 

offered at 8:30AM & 11:00AM 

*with the exception of special 

summer events*  

Church Picnic: July Date: TBD 

Car Cruise: August 25th 12:00PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

With the school year rapidly coming to a close, it is time to start preparing for summer and all of its glory. This 

summer, I am asking you all to help share any special music that you may have to offer…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please be sure to email me at gre0151@gamil.com. You may 

also leave a message with Heather in the office or with Pastor Andrew.  

I invite you to leave a suggestion on the space below and put it in my mailbox outside the church office. 

Please include your name, anonymous suggestions will not be read.  Thank you! 

Examples:  hymns you would like to hear or try, different preludes, offertories etc.  

Also, suggestions for the music at WHPC. 

 

           Musically Yours,  

  Anthony (Tony) Greendoner 

  _  _  _  _  _  _  CUT HERE_  _  _  _  _  _     

Music suggestion, comments, thoughts for Tony:      

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your name: ________________________          

MUSIC NEWS . . . welcome the sounds of summer!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of the wonderful 

youth who shared their musical 

talents this past school year. Whether 

it was doing the prelude, offertory, or 

just getting up in front of everyone 

and doing what you do, thank you!  

You all did a wonderful job. Another 

thank you goes out to all who sang in 

the choir this past year. You all were 

wonderful and greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

I’m looking for special music during the summer months.  

There will be many opportunities for everyone to share 

their talents this summer. You can share your talent at 

8:30AM, 11:00AM or both.   

This is not just limited to the youth. 

Anyone of ANY AGE is more than welcome to sing, play 

an instrument, or put together small groupsé youth 

bands, youth choirs, adult choirs, soloists  

  

 

 

 

 

COLOR-CODED PEW CHOIR 
We did this a couple of summers past and it had a lot of good feedback. The idea is, 

each pew is color-coded with a piece of colored paper. I will call out a color, for 

example red, and anyone sitting in a pew with a red piece of paper, stands up and leads 

the congregation for that hymn. I am also looking to do a congregational hymn choice 

once a month (this is where you get to try to stump me if you want.) So start looking at 

those new hymnals.  

 

 

 

mailto:gre0151@gamil.com


 

HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Please supply the church office with information if you/your child is graduating from high school, college, 

vocational school, graduate school or any other continued education program. The congregation would like to 

recognize and celebrate your accomplishment during worship. Submit your name, from where you are 

graduating, & your immediate future plans to the office by May 19, 2019. 

WATSON SCHOLARSHIP 

West Hempfield Presbyterian is pleased to announce the availability of scholarships 

offered on behalf of the Bill and Delphine Watson trust Fund. 

 

V Each high school graduate who will be furthering their education is 

eligible for a one-time scholarship in the amount of $1,000.00.  Student 

or parent(s) of student should be a member of the church.  

V Applications are available on the table outside the sanctuary or in the office. 

V Please return the application along with the student’s acceptance letter for their school to the 

office. 

V Once the application is approved, a check will be mailed directly to the school address you 

provided on the application form. 

V You will receive a letter of confirmation. 

 

NEW WILMINGTON MISSION CONFERENCE:  July 19-26, 2019 

 

Join the New Wilmington Mission Conference for a week of worship, learning, and service for all ages. 

This year’s theme verse is Hebrews 12:2  

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of faith who for the joy set before him endured 

the cross 

Visit the website for speakers, schedules, program details, and more information at 

www.nvmcmission.org 
 

 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP 

The Pine Springs Camp summer program desires that each camper vitally encounters Christ. We do this by... 

¶ Teaching about the unconditional love of Christ. 

¶ Emphasizing that each camper has unique and creative gifts that God has given 

them.  We offer a variety of camps so that each participant can explore and develop 

their gifts and grow in their relationship to God. 

¶ Modeling a proper way to celebrate and play in God's creation.  We believe that 

camp should be fun! 

¶ Experiencing the importance of being involved in Christian community. 

 

Please see Lisa Sistek if you and/or your child are interested in summer camp.  Scholarships available!  

Visit the website for more information & to register for summer camp at www.pinesprings.org  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATES 

 

 

 

SUMMER CAMP / CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pinesprings.org/


 

VBS REGISTRATION:  It’s almost time!  To register a child to attend VBS June 10-14, 6-8pm please 

visit the church website www.westhempfieldpc.org and click on the VBS logo under Children & Youth. 

Complete the registration form & pay the $5 registration fee.  You may also complete the registration 

form located outside the sanctuary and turn a completed form into the office along with registration $5 

fee. 
 

VOLUNTEER FOR FUN: We can't do great Vacation Bible School without our great 

volunteers. Consider how you can help – the kids have to learn, play, snack, craft, and be 

loved.  No prior experience necessary. Please visit the church website 

www.westhempfieldpc.org  to sign-up. Thank you! 

 

The first VBS Volunteer Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday morning, June 2 in between services.

 

 

 

FOOD2GO4KIDS: 

 
We will be packaging our LAST FOOD ITEMS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR on Wednesday May 8 and 

22nd at 6:30pm in the upstairs kitchen.   If you would like to help package food items, please contact Jen 

MacIntosh or contact the church office.  The food will be placed in plastic shopping bags.  The food will 

go home with West Hempfield Elementary School children who need some extra nourishment. 

 

 

West Hempfield 2019 Food Bank Volunteers needed 

Sign up outside the Sanctuary today! 

May 18, 2019 from 9:00-11:30 AM 

 

 
The Preschool will be celebrating their 2018-2019 graduates on Wednesday, May 15th at 11:00am in the 

sanctuary followed with refreshments in the fellowship hall.   

For registration in the fall, the morning class is almost full and the afternoon is filling 

fast too!  If you would like more information, visit their website at 

www.westhempfieldpreschool.org, or call the church office.  Thank you! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST HEMPFIELD PRESCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.westhempfieldpc.org/
http://www.westhempfieldpc.org/
http://www.westhempfieldpreschool.org/


 

May Birthdays 

 
Ann Randolph   May 4th  Bob Mihalko   May 23rd 

Ainsley Pritz   May 5th  Sarah Immel   May 23rd 

Lindsey Robinson   May 5th   Noah MacKenzie   May 24th  

Rachael Pritz   May 6th  Connie Mertz   May 27th 

Katie Wirt   May 6th  Gavin Hladek  May 27th 

Bob Lore    May 8th  Harrold Johnson  May 28th 

John Bankosh   May 12th  Gillian Mihalko  May 29th 

Amy Graham   May 13th  Judith Sturdevant  May 30th 

Nikki Mackenzie   May 19th  Clara Kovacs   May 31st 

 

If you have a May birthday, and weôve missed you ï PLEASE, let the office know! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU SESSION FOR 

HOSTING COFFEE HOUR IN APRIL! 
 

May Coffee Hour will be 

hosted by the Menôs Group 

THANK YOU!! 

Thank you for supporting the 

PWA candy sale!! 

We enjoy serving you and this sale 

helps to provide Funeral 

Luncheons for our Church 

Families, donate to the Salvation 

Army, Westmoreland Food Bank 

& Norwin Meals on Wheels. 

We also continue to make ñfleece 

blanketsò for shut-ins and baby 

size ones for our new babies. 

If you are in need or know 

someone who is, please contact 

any member of the PWA. 

WELCOME 

BABY WIRT! 

 

Congratulations to Rev. 

Andrew Wirt & Katie Wirt 

on the birth of their baby 

boy, Everett Andrew Wirt.  

He was born on April 1, 

2019.  He weighed 9lbs. 9oz. 

He is doing well and loved 

by his sisters: Vivian and 

Genevieve. 

Thank you West Hempfield Athletic Association 

for your donations of mac n’ cheese, granola bars, 

pop tarts, etc… for the West Hempfield Elementary 

Food 2 Go 4 Kids Program! It is greatly 

appreciated! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

May 

 

Please stop by the KidSpace! This is a kid-friendly space behind the youth office and prayer room, by the 

exit to our garden. It is meant to be a place where families can spend time with their children. The 

dedicated space allows for easy supervision and encourages group play. Check out our books, puzzles, 

stuffed friends, and coloring activities. 

As the weather gets warmer we will have the opportunity to enjoy the garden and fish pond as well. 

Please be careful and respectful in this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School blasts off on June 10 - 14!  

Registration is open !! Visit the church website 

westhempfieldpc.org  or pick up a hard copy at church!  

Ephesians 3:20  

Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 

could ask or imagine by his power at work within us. 

GO BEYOND 

WITH é 

Faith  

Boldness  

Kindness  

Thankfulness  

Hope  

BIBLES FOR CHILDREN:  If your child will be moving up from 4th to 5th grade, they will be gifted a 

Bible from the church during worship on June 2. Please plan to attend church with your child. Pass the 

Word! 

May 19 is the last day of Sunday School. 

Join us for our big 

Summer Kick Off party! 

Turn in your Glory Gold for fun 

prizes !! 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

came out for our Easter Egg 

Hunt!! 
Thank you all for joining us 

Easter Sunday!! Do you 

remember what we said the 

Easter jelly bean colors meant? 

A big Thank You !! to Joe Iwinski, 

Caroline Ray, and Logan Ressler 

for providing special music for 

our Easter worship Services!! 

 

http://www.westhempfieldpc.org/


 

 

                                         WHPC May 2019 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  1  
 
Senior Cards 11-2:30 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

5          
Communion 

              Sunday 
8:30 & 11 Worship 

Sunday School 9:45am 
 
 
 

 
 

6 
H.E.L.P 5pm 

 
 

7 

PWA Board Meeting 
10:00AM 

8 
Senior Cards 11-2:30 
CE Meeting 6:30PM 
FOOD 2 GO 4 KIDS 

6:30PM 
 
 

9 
 

Scouts 6:00PM 

10 
 

11   

12     
8:30 & 11 Worship 

Sunday School 9:45am 
Coffee Hour ð hosted 
by Menõs Group 

13 
H.E.L.P 5pm  

 
 

14 

Deacons Meeting 
6:30PM 

 
NAMI 7PM  

 

15 
Senior Cards 11-2:30 

 
Preschool 

Graduation  
 
 
 

16    
 

 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

8:30 & 11 Worship 
 

Last day of Sunday 
School, cash in Glory 

Gold 
 
 
 

 

20 
H.E.L.P 5pm  

 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
Voting in Fellowship 

Hall all day 
Stewardship & Finance 

6:30PM 
Confirmation Class 

7:00PM 
 
 

22 
Senior Cards 11-2:30 

 
FOOD 2 GO 4 KIDS 

6:30PM 
 

23 
 

SESSION REPORTS 
DUE 

 
Scouts 6:00PM  

24 
 

Office Closed 
 

 
 

25 
 
 

26   
 

8:30 & 11 Worship 
 
 

27 
 

Memorial Day 
 

Office Closed 
 

28 
 

Session 6:30pm ð 
Upstairs Kitchen 

 

29 
 
Senior Cards 11-2:30 

 

30 31  



 

VBS PRAYER CALENDAR 2019 

 

May 26 
 
For all the people 
who serve in quiet, 
but essential ways 
in VBS. 

May 27 
 
Safety for all – 
including travel to 
and from VBS. 

May 28 
 
For no power 
outages. 

 May 29 
 
Thankfulness for 
those who 
generously donate 
time, money, or 
effort to VBS. 

May 30 
 
Thankfulness for 
our facilities and 
that we experience 
no problems with 
them. 

May 31 
 
For good weather 
for all the sessions 
of VBS. 

June 1 
 
For God’s blessing 
on those who are 
commissioned to 
serve in VBS in our 
worship service. 

June 2 
 
For final 
preparations. 

June 3 
 
Joy, peace, and 
God’s rich grace for 
all the leaders who 
will serve in VBS. 

June 4 
 
For safety and a fun 
time for the people 
setting up for VBS. 

June 5 
 
Thankfulness for 
God’s blessing of 
rest. 

June 6 
 
For witness of kids 
as they invite 
friends to VBS. 

June 7 
 
For welcoming 
hearts and hands 
for kids and 
parents. 

June 8 
 
Thankfulness for a 
safe and blessed 
first session. 

June 9 
 
For great problem-
solving skills when 
they are needed 
during VBS. 

June 10 
 
That our VBS will 
proclaim God’s 
Word clearly. 

June 11 
 
For those who take 
pictures to keep 
the memory of VBS 
alive. 

 June 12 
 
For people served 
through Blackburn 
Center, which we 
will support with 
our offering. 

June 13 
 
For extra stamina 
for adults and kids 
in VBS. 

June 14 
 
For people cleaning 
up and putting 
away after VBS. 

June 15 
 
For everyone as they 
transition back to 
life after VBS, full of 
Good News to tell. 

June 16 
 
For the closing celebration, that the VBS kids share God’s Word, and that all those gathered hear the Good News about our gracious God and Jesus, God’s 
Son, our Savior and Lord, and that all who were a part of VBS live as God’s forgiven and redeemed children. 


