Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association
Email Address: LMKAnews@gmail.com

Critical Wastewater Meeting
for Lower Matecumbe
Property Owners

August 2013

Let’s Keep Lower
Matecumbe Special
Stay Involved!

When: August 28, 2013; 6 pm
Where: Boy Scout Sea Base
What: See the Plans for Connecting your
property to the Village Sewer Lines

Lower Matecumbe Key Association President,
Donna Gleason, and the Board of Directors continue to work diligently this summer assuring the
collective voice of the island is heard on critical issues. But your voice is ever so important too.

Sewers are coming to our neighborhood… be ready!
Representatives will be at the Sea Base to answer our
questions and to discuss the preliminary design for
the island sewer lines. Property owners will be able to
review their proposed connection location to the
sewer line and to request modifications.

In the June 2013 Matecumbe Neighbors newsletter
we reported on efforts the Association was undertaking to find solutions to issues at Sea Oats
Beach and the “fill” between Upper and Lower
Matecumbe.

Please pay Attention!
What we know so far:
· Deadline by state law for completion is Dec 2015.
· Construction of the main transmission line along
U.S. One through Lower Matecumbe is expected
to begin approximately Jan 2014 and take 9
months.
· The lines and connections for properties in subdivisions at the lower end of the island will begin
about a year later (a vacuum system).
· From about MM75.5 and north will be a low pressure system with grinder pumps and will be done
earlier as the transmission line is done.
· A 2013 wastewater assessment was approved by
council this year equal to the 2012 assessment—
for a single family home—$3196 if paid in cash by
Aug 31 or $256/yr up to 25 years if paid annually
with tax bill (added to equal amounts for 2012 assessment for a total of $6392 in cash or $512/yr)
· Based on rate study released recently, single family homes that use an average of 4000 gallons of
water will pay $73/month for wastewater service.
· Total capital cost of system will be over $20k per
single family home plus what it cost (additional expense to homeowners) to connect to the village
system—estimated at $3000 to $5000 for typical
home (vacuum area) and up to $10,000 more if
you are in low pressure area and need a grinder
pump)

In July the effort was extended to include the
“Party Beach” on the bayside of Port Antigua and
White Marlin Beach.
There’s always something! When something is
bugging you—let us know at LMKAnews@gmail.
com And let the Village Council know if you think
they can help. See page 2 for email addresses.

Mark your Calendar
Aug 26—Matecumbe Historical Trust program—see page 5
Aug 28—critical wastewater planning
meeting for Lower Matecumbe Key property owners—this page
Sep 12—Council meeting—Let’s all be
there! Bring a neighbor. See page 4
Sept 21— International Day of Peace—see
page 3
Sept 21—Coastal Clean-up—see page 3
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You are encouraged to contact the Islamorada Village Council….
Email Village Clerk, Ariana Lawson, at ariana.lawson@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute the
email to council. Or send an email to individual members to let them know how you feel ….

Mayor, Ken Philipson
Ken.Philipson@islamorada.fl.us

Councilman, Dave Purdo
Dave.Purdo@islamorada.fl.us

Councilman, Mike Forster
Mike.Forster@islamorada.fl.us

Vice Mayor, Ted Blackburn

Councilman, Deb Gillis

Ted.Blackburn@islamorada.fl.us

Deb.Gillis@islamorada.fl.us

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
President Donna Gleason
Vice Pres and Treasurer—Hermine Zavar
Secretary Dennie Zetwoch
Board members: Dick Wilson, Ann Haber, Krissy Gustinger, Rosemary Duke, Laura Lynne Kennedy
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com
The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Join in the International Coastal Cleanup
At Sea Oats Beach
Date: September 21, 2013
Time: 9 am till? No more than a couple hours max Any amount of time helps!
Where: Sea Oats Beach: MM74-5—MM75 ocean side
Join in and be counted among the more than 600,000 folks worldwide who help on the annual
International Ocean Conservancy Beach Cleanup scheduled this year for Sat Sept 21st and organized on our island by LMKA member Ann Haber.
The Ocean Conservancy is making a concerted effort to create a world of trash-free seas by
organizing the International Coastal Cleanup®, the world’s largest volunteer effort to clean up
beaches and waterways, with partners around the globe. For more than a quarter of a century, volunteers with Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup have picked up everything imaginable
along the world's shorelines: cigarette butts, food wrappers, and even the proverbial kitchen sink.
Passionate ocean lovers pick up trash that endangers the health of humans, wildlife, and coastal
economies.
Help make our beaches even more beautiful! Be at Sea Oats Beach at 9:00 am and help for even an
hour. If there are enough volunteers, the effort can be extended to other Lower Matecumbe beach
areas, including Anne's Beach, Port Antigua or Sunset Drive.
BRING Gloves and any sun protection you require.

International Day of Peace
September 21, 2013
The first International Day of Peace was celebrated in 1982 – 31 years ago. This year, 2013, the
Day of Peace is on a Saturday, September 21st, and special activities and celebrations will take
place all across the world with moments of silence at noon in every time zone.
Anyone, anywhere, can celebrate Peace Day. It can be as simple as lighting a candle at noon, sitting in silent meditation, or doing a good deed for someone you do not know. Or it can involve getting your co-workers, organization, community or government engaged in a worthwhile event. The
impact of millions of people in all parts of the world, coming together for one day of peace, is immense, and does make a difference.

Make the beach cleanup on Sea Oats Beach our community project for the International Day of Peace.
Join neighbors and help make Lower Matecumbe
even more beautiful!
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“Party Beach” Update… Who Could Condone this?
At a recent meeting, the Islamorada Village Council took no action on the request of numerous Lower Matecumbe property owners groups asking for a “No Motor Zone” in front of the Port Antigua/White Marlin Beach
shorelines. Many residents believe a no motor zone would help curtail the loud disruptive party atmosphere
which has become a safety issue, is causing damage to the environment, and is a general nuisance to residents in
the area when hundreds of boats anchor in shallow water on weekends, leaving residents to deal with the distruction and trash left behind.
At their recent meeting the Village contended that they received as
many objections as requests for tighter restrictions and more enforcement.. Who in the world would think hundreds of boats anchored in
shallow water in our fragile marine environment is a good idea?
We can all imagine what it would be like to have this going on in our
front yard weekend after weekend, but to make certain that the council knows exactly how horrendous the problem has become, the Lower
Matecumbe Key Association has officially invited members of Council
and staff to visit the beach on Labor Day weekend.

Please attend the Village
Council Meeting
September 12, 2013
5:30 pm
Bring your neighbors!

And the association asks that all concerned residents attend the first Council Meeting after Labor Day to see how
the Council reacts and to let them see how many of us are concerned about the seriousness of this problem.
This is what Port Antigua resident , Michael McLoad wrote to the Council this week:
Dear Council Members,
I am again writing you as a private citizen and taxpaying resident of Lower Matecumbe. This letter is a
follow up to my July 26 letter to Village Council.
The residents down here are bracing for what we feel will be another onslaught of party boaters on
Labor Day weekend. We obviously dread it. We do appreciate the increased presence of law
enforcement but as I have stated before, they can do little to solve the main problem of congregations
of very large boats in very shallow and environmentally sensitive sea bottom with an adverse impact on
sea life. Please see the attached photo of a very large boat anchored in very shallow water…and the
boat is from Key Largo and sitting on Councilman Forster’s bonefish flat.
I believe that Council is fully aware of our problem. I believe The Council does not have the political will
to do anything about this situation until perhaps there is some accident on the beach. I do not believe
for one minute that there is a 50/50 split of opinions about a No Motor Zone being established. I do
believe that Council is ignoring their pledge to uphold The Village Mission Statement.
Council discussed that you may likely have jurisdiction out to 1,200 feet from the shoreline. Please see
the attached photo of a no wake buoy that indicates that the No Wake Zone is a Village Ordinance.
Interesting….seems like The Village does have jurisdiction. Now what? See Section 66-2 of the Village
Code. Another question that comes up is why the Village Code…Section 30-1547…is so strict about docks
for property owners but does not restrict damage by non-property owners who congregate on the
shoreline.
I also wanted to advise that after Labor Day…with fresh photos…many of us plan to begin a campaign
with our State Representative and the Executive Director of the FWC in Tallahassee. It would be a shame
for The Village to not take the lead on this issue and leave it to The State. This is not going away.
Sincerely, Michael McLoad
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Reprinted from Maticumbe Historical Trust Notice:
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President’s Corner

Membership Application/Renewal
By Donna Gleason

Greetings to members of LMKA, as well as to residents who we
invite to join our organization! This very hot summer has brought
many challenges to keep our Island in pristine condition. The
most obvious is blocking Sea Oats Beach from parking on the
berm. I am told the unsightly barricades will be replaced with
more appropriate signage and paint, and enforced by the
Sheriff's Dept.

First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name:
________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________

Other high priority issues are the request to name and enforce
the beach and water areas adjacent to a lengthy section of our
Local Address: ____________________________
shoreline a "300 ft no wake/ no motor zone". This summer has
seen wanton misuse and abuse of this area. This proves to be an Phone (local): _____________________________
ongoing project with many organizations, including the Village
Council involved. I urge each of you to email the Village with your Other phone: ______________________________
thoughts and/or concerns for this area.
LMKA had as our last speaker of the season, Mr. Lindsay Hoard,
FWC officer, who explained the instinctive actions of crocodiles
to return to areas where they have been fed - discarded fish
carcasses being thrown into canals are a staple of their menu.
These reptiles are protected by Federal Law. The killing of our
resident crocodile known by her official title " Blue No. 9" was a
shocking and sad event. A large group of residents gathered at
PA Beach in a "celebration of life" for "Blue"... The group
included representatives from the FWC, the Village, Sheriffs
Department, and others. The perpetrator has not been caught
nor arrested.

Email: ___________________________________
Provide your email please!
Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the email
address to send newsletters, information and
reminders about Lower Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

On a lighter note, this season has topped out as the busiest for
tourism here in Islamorada. In spite of any thoughts or
inconvenience to the contrary, the success of our Village is dependent on tourism.

We have some innovative and exciting programs for the upcoming meetings. This Board is dedicated and hardworking;
committed to making LMKA a high profile and productive organization. I invite you and your friends to join and take part in
our monthly meetings. The date of the first meeting will in all likelihood be the end of October; a date to be announced in
the next newsletter.

Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

