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Rhinebeck readies new busing policy

chool board to vote Tuesday

Raahmot Moo
:

RHINFBECE — Some stur-
ois in the Rhinebeck district
17 bave to set therr alwrms
Atie carbier newt yeac if they
@t 1o mert the bas on tine.
"The school distrixct is mthe
scr=z of tweaking iis traos-
* eew bus routes scheduled
er this menth. The school
ardis scheduled to vote on
2 new policy Tuesday.

If saccessful, the new
utes will give (he district

more efficient, impartial
dents in kindergaten through
socond grade cxadd walk as Gr
as threetenths of a mile
while students in third
through 12th grade could
walk as for as mele.

In some cases, thind-

through fifli-grade students
were lorced 1o walk varying
distances hased an whether a
second-grader or 10th-grad-
er lived in s neighborleod,
officials said.

Routes also consisied of
unneCESSary door-to-door

Fasrder rovtos

“These are guirks that
have built up wto the system
fou the past 15 to 20 yeass” Su-
perintendent joseph Phelan
sad “No ope really knows
how it happened.”

Louis Boffandi, a consultant
ﬁunTmatmhdmw

ry Services, said the pew
routes are shorter and more
fair. TAS is the firm hired to
beip revamp the transporta-
Gun program.

“We'vr consolidated the
routes where feasihle" Boffands
sald. “We haven't eliminated
all door-to-door pickups.
in which safety issues dictate
the need for doos-to toor™

A stmulation by the dis-
trict’s pew VerwaTrams conm-
PuteT rANSPOTALIONG progran
shows the new routes out the
high school and middle
schoo! run times o a0 aver-

“We"ve consolidaied
the routes where
feasible.?

Lowmio Badfand

age of 5 mirstes (o dn aver-
age of 38 minules.

A aimulation dope oo
elementasy roules showed
the number of routes would
decrease by two. Rup tine
decreased from an average of
45 minutes to 34 minutes

Parul Sazena, 2 distoct par-
enl, sasd while her children

were akd coough o walk o the
s stop, she worried abowt
younger childeen who may Bl
victim to bublyiog and mjury
4l bus stops.

“It's an added resporesibll-

ity for parents and arisk,” she
- sadd

Gina Fox, another parent,
said she regretted the reduc-
tion of door-to-door pickups
in the pew policy. But she
agreed 11 was pecessary.

"That's a luxury that Pio
not sure we ran afford to have
anymore.” she said. “Most
pecple need 1o know that it
is & hurury.”



