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President’s Message
Welcome to the new decade. The Friends Board wishes you all the best.
2019 was a banner year for the Friends with $22,500 contributed to “matching funds” and the purchase of the four AWE
Educational computers for almost $16,000. The children are making good use of those computers and it is amazing to
see the really little ones who are computing away like pros.
The library staff is in the process of asking customers what they want to see at the Poway Library. Stop by and talk to
the staff about what you like, what you would like to see and most of all to let them know that they are appreciated for
their dedication.
Feeling “down in the dumps”? Stop by the library during a children’s storytime. You will walk away feeling refreshed
and smiling.
We are sad to see Paige leave our branch to take a position at the San Marcos branch. At the same time we are proud
to see her advance. Yeah for Paige, boo hoo for us as she has been a awesome addition to what makes Poway Library
great.
Thank you for your support in 2019 and we look forward to another successful year.
Joye Davisson

Librarian’s Message
Greetings and Happy Holidays, Friends of the Poway Library,
Christmas came early to the Poway Library with the arrival of four new AWE early literacy computers for the children’s area. The AWEs are pre-loaded with more than 75 educational games,
storytelling programs, videos, and songs. The software covers the subjects of science, technology, reading, engineering, art, and math and, it also includes programs that introduce children to
coding, handwriting, cyber-safety. The computers were an immediate hit with customers; they
usually have children using them all the hours that the library is open. The AWES replace the
branch’s iPads. They were a generous donation from the Poway Friends. We are thankful for the
donation!

In celebration of the new machines, the Youth Services team hosted an AWEsome
storytime and party on Saturday, December 7. They read silly stories and had the kids
make paper fish, and then the kids all received an awesome snack. They opened the
AWEsome storytime promoting the new stations and shared how thankful they were
that the Friends provided them. They AWEs were also written up in the new monthly
newspaper, The Poway Eagle.

Library Happenings! ****************
Other highlights from the past few months I’m excited to share are that Poway Library
recently celebrated the release of one of our customers’ favorite snowy sequels – Frozen
-- with a big party! Kudos to the Poway Youth Services team and the Poway Friends who
worked very hard this day and the weeks leading up to the program to coordinate an appearance by Queen Elsa herself, a variety of crafts stations (such as a pin the nose on Olaf, making snow, Elsa crowns, and rock trolls), a scavenger hunt, photo booth, refreshments, and an
attempt to sing-along with more than 450 people! Wow!
Best quote of the event was a child covering her hands in glitter and shouting, “I’ve got Elsa
hands!” (Yay for vacuums!)
The Friends provided refreshments and all the craft supplies for this event. Thank you so much for your support.

Are you curious what the top circulated adult fiction was at the Poway library during 2019? According to our Collection HQ software, the top ten adult fiction titles are included in this newsletter.

Finally, here are some unique and fun upcoming events to mark on your calendar for January and February

Adults

Capturing Your Creativity with Haiku – Saturday, January
18 from 10 am to 12 pm
Join Susan J. Farese, MSN, RN, for this engaging, non-traditional, interactive, and fun journey exploring the benefits and
value of Haiku (a form of Japanese poetry) as a cathartic and
therapeutic stress management tool. Actively participate in
several creative Haiku opportunities and challenges. Bring
an open mind, active imagination, sense of humor, zest for
life and a willingness to learn and participate. Satisfaction
poetically guaranteed! Registration requested – register
beginning January 2.
Books & Coffee: Library Love Month Edition – Saturday,
February 1 from 10-11 am.
Book-loving librarians and the audience share some of their recent recommended reads! This special Library Love Month edition will feature two local librarians who recently authored a nationally published cookbook! Light refreshments provided.
Homebuyer Workshop for First-time buyers, Saturday, January 25 from 1-3 p.m.
This program will be presented by Lily Geffroy, a realtor from Berkshire Hathaway Home Services. The PowerPoint presentation
will include helpful information for the first-time homebuyers. Lunch will also be provided.
AARP Tax help. February & March. Wednesdays and Thursdays from 12-7, Fridays from 12-4.
All library customers can receive free tax assistance from AARP volunteers to file your taxes. The contact information for scheduling appointments will be available later in January.

Youth
Creative Dance Program, -- Thursdays, January 16 and 23 at 10:30 a.m.
Geared for children ages 2 to 6, the class begins with a story that morphs into a warm-up routine. Movement is taught through individual dances using familiar songs such as “Puff the Magic Dragon,” and “She’ll be Comin’ Round the Mountain.” Participants
will learn pliés, tendus, lunges, and much more! Presented by Southern California Ballet. This is an active program, so comfortable clothing is encouraged!
STEAM: Fossil program -- Monday, February 10.
Two sessions will be offered as part of this special visit from the Children’s Discovery Museum. (Session 1: 3:30 to 4:15, Session
2: 4:30 to 5:15) of 25 kids each per session. Numbers will be given out 30 minutes before the program.
Sparkles the Clown -- Sunday, Feb 23 at 1:00 pm.
In celebration of Library Love month, Sparkles the Clown will present her hilarious and whimsical magic and bubble show.
Looking forward to seeing you in the coming year,
Marisa

Library Happenings! - Continued
Goodbye to Paige; Hello to Loretta Gibson and Kristi Mansolf!
Hello! My name is Loretta Gibson, and I am one of the Youth Service Librarians here at the Poway
Library. I have worked for the San Diego County Library for five years. Before I went to library school to
become a Youth Service Librarian, I studied art. After graduation, I was asked, “if you could work anywhere what would you do?” I said, “I would work with books,” so I applied for library school.
My favorite thing about being a Youth Service Librarian are the wonderful programs that I get to host.
Three of my favorite regular programs are teen game days, baby storytimes, and Ukulele Class for Beginners.
Every Tuesday, we have a teen game day. Some weeks we play Dungeons and Dragons. This program is remarkable because of the wonderful imagination and storytelling of the teens who participate. Other weeks
we play Pokémon, Yu-gi-oh!, and Magic the Gathering Trading Card Games.
Twice a week, I get to lead Baby Storytime. This super-cute storytime features songs and stories that put big
smiles on the faces of the little ones who join us.
One Wednesday a month, I host a Ukulele Class for Beginners where I and a teen volunteer teach participants of all ages how to
play a new song on the ukulele. In my free time, I enjoy playing the ukulele for my Corgi, Minnie.
When I’m not playing the ukulele, I love reading juvenile literature. My favorite books are typically full of imagination and
humor (and unicorns). L. Frank Bam’s books are some of my favorite in the library. I also highly recommend The Wild Robot by
Peter Brown, Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin, and Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman. I recently read a
delightful book called The Library of Ever by Zeno Alexander about a girl who becomes a librarian at the most amazing library in
the world!
Next time you are at the Poway Library, please stop by and say “hello!”

************************************************************************

Hello! I’m Kristi and have had the honor and privilege of working at the Poway Branch Library of the San Diego County Library
system for over 12 years, serving the community of Poway and adjoining areas. I am a part-time Library Technician I.
For my educational background, I received my Bachelor of Arts degree in Visual Arts from UCSD, with a minor in Communications (micro/macro), then went on to get my Master of Arts (MA) degree in Education from San Diego State University (SDSU).
I have received my Master of Library and Information Science from San Jose State during the time
I have been working at the Poway Branch Library.
For my employment background, after receiving my MA from SDSU I worked as an Instructional
Design Specialist in the savings and loan industry for almost five years before my husband and I
started our family. We had four wonderful children, and when the youngest started school, I got
hired at my children’s school, with the Ramona Unified School District, as an Instructional Aide
and their school librarian. As an Instructional Aide I created and ran the art program for grades 4 6, and worked in the classroom. As school librarian, I worked in the library and also transitioned
the library from a traditional card catalog system to a computerized library management collection
system. After 12 years at the school I got hired at the Poway Library.
In addition to working at the Poway Branch Library, I currently work at the Central Library of
the San Diego Public Library system as a Library Assistant III. I love working in both communities – both so very different and diverse in their own wonderful ways. Both offer many great events and opportunities. I am very
impressed with the range of topics and many programs the Poway Branch Library has to offer!
In my spare time I enjoy being with my husband, George, and with my family. I also volunteer in the community and have a seat
on the Ramona Community Planning Group, a group that is advisory to the County, and I’m part of the Ramona West End Fire
Safe Council (RWEFSC) (the only fire safe council in Ramona). The RWEFSC brings educational events on fire safety and other
related topics into the community and applies for and administers hazardous fuel reduction grants. In 2012 I was honored to be
awarded Volunteer by the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County. In 2016 I was honored to be awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Ramona Chamber of Commerce for work done within the community.
Libraries continue to reinvent themselves and introduce and offer new services and new technologies to their communities. It is
a very exciting time to be involved with libraries for library employees, library volunteers and library customers! Please stop by
and say hello, next time you are in the branch!

Staff Book Recommendations
December Book Recommendations from Poway staff.
Paige Dillard’s review/recommendation for:
Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me by Mariko Tamaki
Frederica Riley has found her dream girl in Laura Dean, the most
popular girl at her high school, who also happens to not be a very
good girlfriend. But Freddy doesn’t know that… yet. This graphic
novel is a love letter to every teen (or adult) who is or has ever been
in love with someone who just isn’t good for them, and a letter of
hope for those same people letting them know that they can find the
strength within themselves to do better and move on from what is
hurtful to them. The message that readers can take away from this
beautifully illustrated and painfully relatable young adult graphic
novel is that not every person we choose to love is going to love us back, but we can be good enough for ourselves by moving on
from them. It will hurt, but it will do so much good in the end. I sincerely hope you check out Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up
With Me or share it with the young adults you know—it truly is a beautiful and honest, heartfelt novel.
Note - Paige Dillard is being promoted. Starting in January, she will be working at the San Marcos Library as a Librarian. We will miss her
but Congratulations Paige!

(Board Member) Jennifer Peranteau’s review/recommendation for:
a piece of the world - by Christina Baker Kline
Almost everyone either knows the name of a famous painting, Christina’s World,
or the artist, Andrew Wyeth. But did you know about the painting’s backstory? This
book, set in Maine (one of my favorite states), tells the story of Christina Olson,
who is forever tied to her family farm both by her circumstances and her illness.
The author weaves fact and fiction together to tell the story of the unusual friendship
between Andrew Wyeth, and her, over the course of their lifetimes. Christina’s hopes
and dreams for her future are destroyed by her “limp”. And her struggle to accept
her “lot in life” is both empowering and sad. The author’s extensive research on the
author is documented a the back of the book. The time period of the story puts this
into the area of historical fiction, but the addition of a romance and the facts behind
Wyeth, blends in a way to appeal to many typed of readers. If you enjoyed Baker’s
Orphan Train, as I did, you will love this book!

Poway Library

13137 Poway Road, Poway CA 92064
Hours
Mon-Thur 9:30AM - 8PM
Fri. and Sat. 9:30AM - 5PM
Sunday Noon - 5PM
Phone: 858-513-2900

Friends Bookstore

Hours
Tues - Thurs 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM to 4 PM
Sunday Noon to 4 PM
Telephone 858 513 2862
www.powayfriends.org

Important Dates 2020
Book Sale Dates 2020
February 15 & 16
June 20 & 21
October 16 & 17

