
The Reverend’s Ruminations 

/DVW�PRQWK�,�FORVHG�P\�UXPLQDWLRQV�E\�HQFRXUDJLQJ�\RX�WR�³HQMR\�DOO�WKH�VXQVKLQH��ZDUPWK��FRP�
PXQLW\�IHVWLYDOV��DQG�FRXQW\�IDLUV�WKDW�$XJXVW�KDV�WR�RIIHU��>SUD\LQJ�DOVR@�WKDW�\RX�ORRN�IRU�*RG�DW�
ZRUN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�\RX�´��7KH�ODVW�PRQWK�DQG�LWV�PLOG�WHPSHUDWXUHV�KDYH�RIIHUHG�XV�IUHTXHQW�
UHPLQGHUV�RI�*RG¶V�FRQWLQXHG�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�EOHVVLQJ�XSRQ�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�DUHD�RI�RXU�ZRUOG���,�KRSH�
WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WDNHQ�WLPH�WR�SDXVH�DQG�MXVW�EH�VWLOO��IHHOLQJ�WKH�SHDFH�WKDW�&KULVW�RIIHUV�WR�\RXU�OLIH�
DQG�QRW�UXQQLQJ�\RXUVHOI�UDJJHG�WR�³HQMR\´�VXPPHU�YDFDWLRQ�"� 
 
,Q�-XO\�DQG�$XJXVW��,�HQMR\HG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�RI�H[WUD�SK\VLFDO�H[HUWLRQ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKLV�FRQJUHJD�
WLRQ���,Q�-XO\��(ULF�-RKQVRQ��6WDFL�7KRPSVRQ��.HYLQ�%HQVRQ��DQG�,�UHSUHVHQWHG�+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQL�
W\�RI�0DUWLQ�DQG�)DULEDXOW�&RXQWLHV�RQ�WKH�+DELWDW�����IXQGUDLVHU�ELF\FOH�WRXU�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�0LQQHVR�
WD���:KLOH�.HYLQ�KDG�WKH�PLVIRUWXQH�RI�H[SHULHQFLQJ�KHDUW�LVVXHV�DIWHU�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�DQG�HQGHG�XS�
KDYLQJ�WULSOH-E\SDVV�VXUJHU\�ULJKW�LQ�'XOXWK��KH�LV�UHFRYHULQJ�
TXLFNO\�DQG�ZH�SUD\�WKDW�KLV�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�ZLOO�VHH�KLP�EDFN�DQG�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�HYHU�IRU�WKH������+DELWDW�������7KH�UHVW�RI�XV�FRQWLQ�
XHG�WKH�ULGH�ZLWK�KLP�FRQVWDQWO\�LQ�RXU�WKRXJKWV�DQG�SUD\HUV���,�
KDG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PHHW�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�SDVWRUV�RQ�WKH�ULGH��
ZKLFK�DIILUPHG�IRU�PH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�RXU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ¶V�FRQ�
WLQXHG�VXSSRUW�IRU�VXFK�D�YDOXDEOH�PLQLVWU\�RI�SK\VLFDO�H[HUWLRQ��
RQ-VLWH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUN��DQG�FRQWLQXHG�ILQDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW���
:H�HQMR\HG�JHWWLQJ�WR�VHH�D�SDLU�RI�+DELWDW�KRPHV�LQ�SURJUHVV��
ZKLOH�6WDFL�DQG�VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�ULGHUV�WRRN�D�GD\�³RII´�WKH�URDG�WR�
SLWFK�LQ�RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUN� 

$V�6HSWHPEHU�QRZ�ORRPV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�SUHSDUH�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�VFKRRO��SOHDVH�SUD\�IRU�WKHLU�FRQWLQXHG�
VXFFHVV�DQG�VDIHW\�LQ�RXU�DUHD�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV���7KH�FDOHQGDU�FKDQJH�DOVR�PHDQV�WKDW�ZRUVKLS�
VHUYLFHV�ZLOO�EH�PRYLQJ�EDFN�WR�������DIWHU�/DERU�'D\��VWDUWLQJ�6HSWHPEHU�����DQG�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�³FKLOGUHQ�RI�DOO�DJHV´�ZLOO�VRRQ�EHJLQ�DW������RQ�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJV� 
 
:DWFK�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�\RXU�PDLOER[�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�FKLOG�LQ�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��EXW�UHPHPEHU�
WKDW�(9(5<21(�LV�LQYLWHG�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�VRPH�IRUP�RI�&KULVWLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�)LUVW�&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�
8&&���%HLQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ�GRHVQ¶W�MXVW�PHDQ�VKRZLQJ�XS�UHJXODUO\�IRU�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFHV��LW¶V�D�OLIH-
ORQJ�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�JURZWK�SURFHVV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�ERWK�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�IXQ���,I�\RX¶G�OLNH�WR�VHH�DQRWKHU�
VWXG\�RSSRUWXQLW\�JHW�VWDUWHG��SOHDVH�OHW�PH�RU�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�&�(��%RDUG�NQRZ� 
 

       <RXUV�LQ�&KULVW¶V�VHUYLFH� 

       Rev. Cory Germain� 

,Q�$XJXVW��(ULF�-RKQVRQ��DSSDUHQWO\�D�JOXWWRQ�IRU�SXQLVKPHQW�PXFK�OLNH�P\VHOI��OHG�DQRWKHU�YHU\�
VXFFHVVIXO�³$GYHQWXUH�&UHZ´�WULS��WKLV�WLPH�WR�WKH�EHDXWL�
IXO�1RUWK�6KRUH�RI�/DNH�6XSHULRU�DQG�WKH�6XSHULRU�+LNLQJ�
7UDLO���:H�KDG����WRWDO�SDUWLFLSDQWV��WKH�ELJJHVW�JURXS�WR�
GDWH���LQFOXGLQJ�IRXU�IULHQGV�IURP�RXWVLGH�RXU�FRQJUHJD�
WLRQ�ZKR�JRW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�ZKDW�D�JUHDW�&KULVWLDQ�IDPLO\�
LV�OLNH�LQ�DFWLRQ���:H�KLNHG�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�PDQ\�WKRXJKW�
WKH\�FRXOG��VOHSW�LQ�WHQWV��DWH�³FDPS´�IRRGV��MXPSHG�LQWR�
ULYHUV��ND\DNHG��SOD\HG�JDPHV��DQG�KDG�GHYRWLRQV�LQ�
EHDXWLIXO�VXUURXQGLQJV�DQG�PRVWO\�JRRG�ZHDWKHU���-RQ�
1HLW]HO�DQG�(ULF�GLG�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�MRE�SODQQLQJ��OHDGLQJ��
DQG�FRRNLQJ�IRU�WKLV�PRWOH\�EXQFK�RI�DGYHQWXUHUV��DQG�D�
JUHDW�WLPH�LQ�*RG¶V�FUHDWLRQ�ZDV�KDG�E\�DOO�� 


