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Beaver Bay Man Donates
Historic Hanky
By Kitty Mayo
It was 1988 and the Minnesota
Vikings were getting ready to set
out for Sweden for an exhibition
game. Merlon Mayrand, a man of
many interests got a call from the
Vikings organization asking for
his help.
“They called me and asked if I
would create a kickoff hanky for
this special one-time event, they
knew that I had been making
hankies right along, so I agreed
to do it,” said Mayrand.
The kickoff hanky was a
takeoff of baseball's “Homer
Hanky” originated for the
Minnesota Twins in 1987 when
the Twins won the American
League Western division.
Mayrand did design two

kickoff hankies for the
Vikings, and called it the
“Kickoff Klut”, because,
he says, klut is Swedish for
handkerchief. Mayrand,
originally from just outside
St. Paul, has lived in
Beaver Bay since 2008.
Now the new Minnesota
Vikings Museum has asked
Mayrand to donate the
Kickoff Klut of 1988 to
their archives for display,
and Mayrand has gladly
agreed. The museum,
opened earlier this year, is
located near the new
stadium and has other historic
artifacts, logos and uniforms
from over the years. Now
Mayrand's hanky will be added
to the collection.

Merlon Mayrand’s MN Vikings “Kickoff Klut” hanky.
Just for the record, the Vikings
prevailed in their exhibition
game against the Chicago Bears
with a score of 28 to 21. The
overseas contest was played in

Gothenburg, Sweden and was the
first professional American
football game ever played in
continental Europe to a crowd of
33,150 people.

Invitation to Timber Frame Raising Party
By Kitty Mayo
If you ever wanted to be part of
an old-timey barn raising, this
event might be the closest you'll
get in modern times. Everyone is
invited to a timber frame raising
party at the Finland community
center this Sunday, with all the
group effort, socializing, and
lending a helping hand to a
neighbor good feelings you can
get.

the structure. With large timber
beams supporting the roof and
and open design with open walls.
Brand says the roof will be extra
wide to provide protection from
the elements.

Heather Brand of Finland is
leading the effort, and she says
that no experience is necessary to
participate. Brand is working on
the project with the support and
help of Andrew Norcross of
Sonju Lake Sawmill and Timber
Framing, also located in Finland.

“Before any heavy equipment,
people would build a timber
frame building and schedule a
party to use the human power of
friends, family and neighbors.
We are going to do that on
September 30th. It's really fun
and a good way for people to get
out and see each other, and in
this case if people are interested
in old traditional building styles
they could learn a little about
that,” said Brand.

Brand applied for and got a
grant from the Minnesota State
Arts Board to study timber
framing, and this project is the
outcome of that endeavor.
“I've done a fair amount of
stick frame construction and
dabbled in woodworking, and I
wanted to be able to create a
building that the community
could benefit from,” said Brand.
The 16 by 24 foot building will
be donated to the Clair Nelson
Community Center in Finland,
and planning is being done to
place an outdoor pizza oven
under its roof next year.
A gabled roof, that is one that
has two pitches, and in this case
has characteristics that Brand
says will make it “more
complicated and fancy”, will top

Recreating an event similar to
the traditional “barn-raising” of
olden days was an idea that
appealed to Brand.

There are a lot of differences
between conventional building
today and timber frame building,
according to Brand. Typical
construction uses many pieces of
2 by 4's and 2 by 6's throughout
the walls, where timber framing
uses just a few massive pieces of
wood.
“Our timber frame walls in this
building will have a total of six
posts that are much bigger in
dimension at 8 by 8 inches. Just a
few very large beams are used to
carry the load of the roof, and
typically are a lot stronger,” said
Brand, adding that some
buildings in Europe built using
this method has stood for

hundreds of years. (Fun fact: The
oldest timber frame house built
in the U.S. is the Fairbanks
House in Dedham, Massachusetts
in 1641).

In true timber framing, Brand
says that no metal fasteners are
used, but rather that the
construction is completed with
all wooden joinery.

Brand says she has generated
some interest in helping others
work on timber frame buildings
in the area, from individual
garages and outbuildings, to
working for organizations, with
one of the draws being the use of
all local wood.

“People around here that use
timber framing are creating
something super special they
they want to pass down in their
families for a long time,” Brand
stated.

“There's a pretty good amount
of interest in this type of building
I think for a variety of reasons,
from the aesthetics, to longevity
of the buildings,” said Brand.

The timber raising event will
happen on Sunday, September
30th, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
A social and potluck meal will
begin at 5:00 pm, with all comers
welcome. Just bring a small dish
to share.
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