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STATEMENT OF WELCOME

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome.
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of
alienation and brokenness.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of
God.

All are welcome at First Lutheran.

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-
given differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world.
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December 25, 2022

Nativity of Our Lord Il: Christmas Day
10:00 am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE: In Dulci Jubilo (W. Held & P. Manz)
GATHERING SONG: The Bells of Christmas (ELW 298)
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Det ki - mer nu til ju - le - fest, det ki -  mer
1 The bells of  Christ - mas chime once more; the heav'n - ly
2 This world, though wide and far out - sprcad, could scarce - ly
3 Now let us go with qui - et mind, the swad - dled
4 Oh, join with  me, in glad - ness sing, to keep our
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for den hoj - e geest, som steg til la - ve
guest s at the door. He comes to earth - ly
find for you a bed. Your cra - dle was a
babe with shep - herds find, to gaze on him who
Christ - mas with our king, un - til our song, from
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hyt - ter ned med nyt - drs - g - ver: fryd og fred.
dwell - ings still with new  year gifts of peace, good will
man - ger stall, no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.
glad - dens them, the love - liest flow’r of Jes - se’s stem.
lov - ing souls, like rush - ing might - y wa - ter rolls!
5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song, 6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest,

O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David's Son, great David’s Lord:

GREETING

and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288)
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
N , . ,
I  N— : T  N— K .  —
#\——P—'—F > i — K i 1Y 1Y { 1Y
D] e / 0
ANV | | 4 | 1]
J T T r
ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born  for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born  to save!



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 57:14-19

"It shall be said, "Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every
obstruction from my people's way." "°For thus says the high and lofty one who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:

I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with those who are contrite and
humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite. '°For | will not continually accuse, nor will | always be angry; for
then the spirits would grow faint before me, even the souls that | have made.
'"Because of their wicked covetousness | was angry; | struck them, | hid and was
angry; but they kept turning back to their own ways. '?| have seen their ways,
but | will heal them; | will lead them and repay them with comfort, creating for
their mourners the fruit of the lips. '"Peace, peace, to the far and the near,
says the LORD; and | will heal them.

Word of God,
word of life.

PSALM: Psalm 97
'The LoRD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad.
’Clouds and darkness surround the LoRD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
*Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.
“Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
"The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.
*The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
’Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LoRD, all you gods.
®Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
“For you are the LorD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
'“You who love the Lorp, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the
wicked.
""Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.
'’Rejoice in the LoRD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276)
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I In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, td-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. “All went to their own towns to be registered.
“Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 'And she gave birth to her firstborn son and

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

’In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '’But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a



Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '“This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." "*And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"“"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” '°So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; '®and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. '"But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. ““The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

Word of God.
Word of life.

SERMON
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One Service at 10 am
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HYMN OF THE DAY: What Child Is This (ELW 296)
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O God.
We give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice to our
praise, and for all who lead the church’s worship. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths to
mountain peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect the
planet and renew its resources (local environmental concerns may be named).
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up
leaders in every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal
justice for all people. Give courage to all who speak out against oppression
and advocate for the powerless. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect others.
Lead any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and safety.
Grant rest to the weary and soothe those who are troubled (especially). God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables and
celebrations, and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, outreach
ministries, and food pantries that give generously to people in need (local
organizations may be named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks
for those in every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their witness
shine forth in our time. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING: Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among
the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with
all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word
brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born
of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and
resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be restored in
him.

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by
you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as bread with these or
similar words: The body of Christ, given for you. If you desire a gluten-free
option that is available. The blood of Christ will be received as either red
wine or white grape juice with these or similar words: The blood of Christ,
shed for you.

WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the
communion assistants.

DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at
the direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat
down the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew
card.

COMMUNION SONG: In a Lowly Manger Born (ELW 718)
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1 In a low -ly man - ger born, hum-ble life be -gun in scomn;
2 Vis - it - ing the lone and lost, stead-y - ing the tem - pest-tossed,
3 Then, to res - cue you and me, Je - sus died up - on the tree.
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un - der Jo - seph’s watch - ful eye, Je - sus grew as you and I;
giv-ing of him - self in love, «call - ing minds to things a - bove.
See in  him God’s love re-vealed; by his pas-sion we are healed.
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Sin - ners glad - Iy hear his call; pub - 1li - cans be - fore him fall,
Now he lives in glo - ry bright, lives a - gain in pow’r and might;
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hun - gered as but poor folk can; this is he. Be - hold the man!
for in him new life be-gan; this 1s he. Be -hold the man!
come and take the path he trod, son of Mar -y, Son of God

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal
we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we
may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit
send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
0] ;
] 3 — T
§ | e e | e
go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Go Tell it on the Mountain (P. Manz)

January 1, 2023 First Sunday of Christmas
Psalm 8; Luke 15-21 Jesus is Named

Weekly Financial Report

December 18, 2022

General Offerings Needed Each Week: $10,939

Attendance: in person; Zoom screens
December 18, 2021 General Offerings: N/A Capital Improvement: N/A




Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day
Merry Christmas!
10:00 am Worship

Monday, December 26
Church Office Closed

Tuesday, December 27
7:00 pm Book Club on Zoom— The Dearly Beloved by Cara Wall

Wednesday, December 28

Thursday, December 29

Friday , December 30
Church Office Closed

Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Eve

Sunday, January 1, Second Sunday of Christmas
Happy New Year!
10:00 am Worship

(The FLC church office will be closed intermittently between Dec. 26 and New Year’s
day. Please call the office at 425-486-2314 before going in. For pastoral emergencies
please call Pastor Berg directly at 509-595-5493)

(The FLC church office will be closed intermittently between Dec. 26 and New Year’s
day. Please call the office at 425-486-2314 before going in. For pastoral emergencies
please call Pastor Berg directly at 509-595-5493)

Assisting With Today’s Services:

Presiding Minister: Rev. Tor Kristian Berg
Organist/Music Director Lucy Kay Osborne

Sound Tech: Gary Curtis

Camera Tech: Derrick StaRosa

Ushers: Tom Agnew & Allen Glenn
Lector: Marilyn Iverson
Communion Assistant: David Osborne

Acolyte: Hazel Baker
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PASTDR BERG IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE FOR CONV

Adult Sunday Scheo
January

January | - No Class

January 8 - Vision 2025: Update w/Council
January I5 - Committee Party w/Committees
January 22 - We Cry Justic w/Kendahl Adjorlolo
January 29 - We Cry Justic w/Kendahl Adjorlolo

Every Sunday at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall‘

55 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

» God's work. Our hands.
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