Identity and Community

Name: ____________________________________

Who am I? (What communities do I belong to?)

What is a community?
My individual definition:

Round 1 Group definition:

Round 2 Group definition:

Round 3 Group definition:

Chunking Worksheet: What is a community?
(Adapted from Facinghistory.org lesson)
Communities are not built of friends, or of groups with similar styles and
tastes, or even of people who like and understand each other. They are
built of people who feel they are part of something that is bigger than
themselves: a shared goal or enterprise, like righting a wrong, or building a
road, or raising children, or living honorably, or worshipping a god. To build
community requires only the ability to see value in others, to look at them
and see a potential partner in one’s enterprise.
—Suzanne Goldsmith, author
What does this sentence or phrase mean?
Communities are not built of friends, or of
groups with similar styles and tastes, or
even of people who like and understand
each other.

They are built of people who feel they are
part of something that is bigger than
themselves . . .

. . . a shared goal or enterprise, like righting
a wrong, or building a road, or raising
children, or living honorably, or
worshipping a god.

To build community requires only the
ability to see value in others . . .

. . . to look at them and see a potential
partner in one’s enterprise.

Rewrite the main ideas in your own words.

Process and Reflect: Now that you have constructed a working definition of community (as an individual,
in groups, and as a whole class), think about and respond to the following prompts.
Please write your responses in complete sentences.
1. Think about the many different ways that community can be defined. Write a definition of community
that synthesizes the multiple perspectives you examined today.

2. Pick one of the communities to which you belong and answer the following questions:
a. Community: __________________________________________________________
i.

What do you have in common with other members of the community?

ii.

What responsibilities or obligations does membership involve?

iii.

Who is not part of the community? Why?

iv.

What do you like, if anything, about being part of this community?

v.

What is missing from this community? Is there a need that could be filled to make the
community better?

