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Getting Ready for a Wild Week!

Vacation Bible School Volunteers are Ready to Focus on Jesus
Each summer, Northside is blessed to have many willing and able
volunteers who pitch in to create a fun learning atmosphere for
our children and guests. This year is no different as nearly every
role is filled as VBS week approaches.
Lifeway’s “In the Wild” is the theme this year and our motto is “Focus on Jesus!” We’ll use our imaginations and go on a journey
to see animals in their natural habitat, just the way God made
Fast Facts:
them. The journey begins in the auditorium at Panoramic Point.
“In the Wild” VBS
For Bible Study, the children will travel to the Watering Hole. Oth- July 15-19, 9 AM to Noon
er stops along the day will include Crafts at Cockatoo Canopy,
Age 4 - Grade 5
Music at Bullfrog Bog, Missions at Pachyderm Path, Snacks at
Sign up online at:
Grizzly Gulch and Recreation at Beluga Bay.
www.northsideindy.org
The Theme Verse for the week is John 20:31 “But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” The
curriculum emphasizes that the Bible tells us what is true about
God and about ourselves. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.
When we trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord, He forgives our sin and
gives us eternal life. Bible stories throughout the week will focus
on the life of Jesus - in the temple as a boy, at the river when He
was baptized, walking on water, rising from the dead and walking on the road to Emmaus.
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Southern Baptist Convention 2019 Report
By Nate Brock, Associate Pastor
On Sunday, June 9th, Rachel and I left Indianapolis bound for Birmingham, Alabama to attend the 2019
Annual Meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention.
We were joined by over 8000 other “messengers”, the
term used to refer to appointed delegates from thousands of SBC churches from all 50 states in the country.
The Annual Meeting, where the delegates conduct the
business of the convention, has taken place every year
since the inception of the SBC in 1845. The SBC is different from many other Christian denominations in that
the authority to make decisions belongs to more than
47,000 cooperating churches. This authority is exercised
every year as the delegates from the churches gather
to deliberate and casts votes on various items of business. I want to thank the members of Northside Baptist
Church for sending Rachel and me as messengers to
this important meeting. I’ll highlight three main events
from the convention: the Presidential Address, the constitutional amendments, and the IMB Missionary Sending Service.
JD Greear, pastor of The Summit Church in Durham,
NC, presided over the meeting as president. The theme
of the 2019 Annual Meeting was the Gospel Above All,
and Greear reinforced this theme in his presidential address. He quoted the Reformer Martin Luther as saying,
“the Gospel is the doctrine on which the church rises
or falls.” He went on to show why the Gospel is necessary for all of the Christian life. In Rom 1:16, Paul calls
the gospel, “the power of God.” The Gospel is the only
thing in Scripture, other than our Lord Jesus Christ, that
is referred to directly as the power of God.
It is the very fuel for the Christian life. It is not
just the way we begin the Christian life, it is
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also the way we grow in the Christian life. The gospel
is a message for unbelievers and believers. For these
reasons, Christians should seek to prioritize the gospel
above all.
Greear encouraged the messengers to do whatever it takes to reach all people with the gospel of
Christ by living in the power of the Gospel of Christ. He
pointed out that this often means laying down your
preferences, opinions, and political affiliations in order to reach those who differ from you. He concluded
his address by encouraging SBC churches to commit
to sending every member to the world. This does not
mean that every Christian ought to be a vocational,
overseas missionary, but it does mean that every Christian should seek to reach the lost with the Gospel wherever they live, work, and do business. Greear said, “It’s
not a question of if you are called – it’s a question of
where and how.”
There were several items of business for the convention
to consider. One of the pressing questions coming into
this Annual Meeting concerned the SBC response to
reports of sexual abuse in SBC churches. Over the past
couple years, there have been several mainstream
news reports of allegations and confirmed cases of
sexual abuse in SBC churches. The SBC has previously
spoken out about this topic by issuing non-binding resolutions on the evil of sexual abuse and the need for justice to be served. But Greear summarized the gravity of
the situation in saying, “bold resolutions and sweeping
statements are not sufficient.” He led the convention
and its leadership to propose a constitutional amendment to a section of the SBC constitution that describes
the standards by which a church would be considered
(continued on page 3)
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Southern Baptist Convention 2019 Report (continued from page 2)
part of the SBC. The amendment would permit churches that do “not act in a manner inconsistent with the
Convention’s beliefs regarding sexual abuse” to be
part of the SBC. This amendment was proposed on the
floor and passed overwhelmingly to a chorus of cheers
and applause. The messengers will have to vote again
on this amendment at the 2020 Annual Meeting in Orlando, since constitutional amendments require an affirmative vote in two consecutive years.
The messengers approved another amendment
to the constitution which also had to do with the standards by which a church would be considered part of
the SBC. It stated that, for a church must not “act to
affirm, approve, or endorse discriminatory behavior on
the basis of ethnicity” in order to participate in the SBC.
The approval of this amendment is significant given the
history of the Convention. The SBC was founded largely
over a disagreement between slaveholding and nonslaveholding Baptists in the mid-1800s, when leaders
in the Triennial Convention, from which the SBC was
formed, refused to appoint slaveholders as missionaries. As a result, the Baptists in the South left the Triennial
Convention to form the Southern Baptist Convention.
So, you can see why this constitutional amendment in
2019 has historic significance in light of this history.
The convention also passed a series of resolutions, nonbinding statements that express the convictions of the
SBC. Some of the notable resolutions were statements
on the evil of sexual abuse (Resolution 2), on the goodness of the advancement of pro-life legislation (Resolution 1), on sexuality and personal identity (Resolution
5), and on the critical race theory and intersectionality
(Resolution 9).
Each year, the highlight of the Annual Meeting is
the missionary sending service. During this service, the
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President of the International Mission Board, the main
missionary sending arm of the SBC, invites missionaries
who have been approved to go to the mission field to
come on the stage to tell their story. He then invites the
messengers to pray for all these missionaries. This moving service cannot be adequately described in words.
The climax of this service is when the missionaries are
distributed throughout the large arena. Standing underneath a lighted banner with the region of the world
to which they are being sent, the messengers are invited to gather around them and pray for them. When
walking the halls of the convention center, I have
heard people say, “That missionary sending service –
that’s why I’m a Southern Baptist.”
The Great Commission, the command to take the
Gospel to the world, has been the heartbeat of the
SBC since its founding. Through the IMB, the SBC is sending missionaries all over the world, even into countries
that are actively hostile against the gospel. And you,
the members of Northside Baptist, you have an active
role in fulfilling the Great Commission. Every missionary
sent by the IMB is supported by the Cooperative Program (CP), the SBC unified plan for funding ministries
and missions. Our church designated 9% of our budget
to go to the CP. So when you give to Northside, you are
cooperating with thousands of Christians across the US
to send the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
At this moment in time, to be a Southern Baptist
means to value the Gospel Above All and to the ends
of the earth. Please continue to pray for our leaders
within the SBC as they face many difficult and significant decisions every year and pray that the Gospel of
God would be heard far and wide, until people from
every tribe, tongue, nation, and people repent of their
sins and follow Christ.
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Popsicles and Play at the Park
Join us at 4:00 PM on Wednesday, July 10, to play at the splash pad at Riverwood
Park. Northside will provide the popsicles. Community picnic starts at 6:00 PM.
We will also be signing up children for our “In the Wild” VBS.
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by Janice Morrow, Grade School Coordinator

Promotion Sunday-August 4
“Lord, I pray that the Truth that has been entrusted to
us and the lessons we have learned will not be hidden
from the next generation. Grant us every grace to
make known to our children, even the children yet unborn, the path that leads to life. Make us a generation
of parents, educators, parents, resource developers,
publishers, writers, translators, supporters, and partners
who will teach them Your ways and how to walk according to the Truth, so that they might set their hope
and confidence in You, and not forget Your works.”
-David Michael Big, Bold, Biblical prayers for the Next
Generation
It’s that time of year for our families: back to school already next month for many of us! On this Sunday, I
would like us to focus on prayer for all of our students.
At Northside, we will welcome our Kindergarteners to
1st grade, and bless our 5th graders as they transition to
6th grade and move to the youth department. I want
this to be a special prayer day for all of our students
at Northside, while we take a moment to pray for our
families as they enter the 2019-2020 school year. I’ve
always appreciated Northside for it’s prayer emphasis
for our people. Please join us for this special service
where we come alongside parents, students, teachers,
and administrators as they start this school year. This
will be for all of our students: 1st grade-12th grade.

First Grade Bible Day is August 4
Traditionally, at Northside, we give all of our first graders
a new Bible. They are entering the elementary years
and will be advancing in their reading skills. This is our
way of honoring this moment in their life and encouraging them to be in the word of God! If you have a
student who will be entering first grade this fall, will you
let me know? I don’t want them to miss out! In addition, if you have a student who has not received a Bible
from Northside and would like one, please contact me.
I don’t want any child in Northside without a Bible!

Decorating for “In the Wild” Vacation Bible School

We will decorate the auditorium and hallways on July 8,
1-3 PM. Everyone is welcome to come and help.

Sock Collection for Venezuelan Refugees
Our missionaries in Colombia, Kevin and Karen
White, will be our featured
missionaries at VBS in July.
In addition to taking up
the annual collection of
coins and dollars, we want
to bless their ministry in a
tangible way. The Whites
have requested that we
collect socks to give to the
Venezuelan refugees who
walk many miles in search
of a better life. Please
bring your family’s sock
donations to Northside by
July 21. A collection box is
available in the Welcome
Center. The socks will be
shipped to the Whites in
Colombia.

August Parents’ Night Out

Our Northside Kids Ministry hosts a regular event called
Parents’ Night Out. This fun nights for kids includes dinner and activities led by volunteers. It’s free! Go to our
website northsideindy.org and sign up.
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by Nate Brock, Associate Pastor
Student Fusion Camp 2019 is in
the books! Phyllis Rudisill and I took 7
students (2 young men and 5 young
women) to camp at Highland Lakes
Baptist Camp. We left on Monday,
June 17 and returned on Friday, June
21 (with only two Chick-Fil-A stops
between!). We had a great week at
camp! The students were confronted
with the Gospel of Christ, good conversations were had, and, of course,
we had lots of fun.
We arrived at camp and joined
up with over 150 students from all over
Indiana (and at least one church
from Michigan). Each day, the camp
organized a late-night event for the
students. The first night was very wet
from the rain we received that day,
nonetheless, we played Lawn Games
out on the great lawn. I manned the croquet station and I’m happy to report that no one was hurt.
Other students enjoyed a variety of other games
while trying to stay dry.
On Tuesday night, the camp organized a scavenger hunt, in which the various color teams competed against each other to find one of the camp
leaders hidden in a giant bear costume. The color
teams were organized by age and were determined by the camp before we arrived. We had students in 3 different color groups. These color teams
are a way for the students to get to know other student from outside their church. During the scavenger
hunt, to get their clue, the color teams did everything
from pushups to eating cans of sardines.
On Wednesday night, the camp held a talent
show. Students showed off their often impressive and
sometimes weird talents. The evening concluded with
a Lip Sync from the camp’s Summer Missionaries.
On Thursday night, the main late-night event of
the week was held. The color teams would compete
against each other in a Mega-Relay event. This consisted of 10 events that each team had to perform. First
to finish was the winner. We had gotten a lot of rain on
Wednesday, so this was a muddy affair. But everyone
had a good time, and no one was hurt. As a youth
group, we had the opportunity to honor Finley Goodin.
He was a 7-year camper this year and will not be joining us as a student anymore. We presented him with
a little gift and some words of appreciation from the
whole group.
The main speaker for the week was a church planter from the St Louis area named Rayden Hollis. Each
day, he challenged the students by looking at stories
of the life of Jesus in the Gospels. The theme
of the camp was “Restored,” and each day
had a particular focus.
(continued on page 7)
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On Monday, the focus was on God’s design for the
world. We heard and talked about how God had created a perfect world, with everything in it designed for
a specific purpose. In particular, He created each and
every person with a purpose – to worship and walk with
him.
On Tuesday, we discussed how sin entered the
world and caused brokenness all around. We talked
about how we see this brokenness in the world around
us and we look for ways to either escape it or fix it. The
problem with both of those approaches is that we are
trying to fix things on our own.
On Wednesday, we turned to the wonderful truth of
the gospel of Jesus. Christ came into the world to pay
the debt for sin and fix all the brokenness in the world.
He came to restore the world and we can be part of
that restoration if we repent of our sin and follow Christ.
Finally, on Thursday, we talked more about what
this restoration looks like. When we come to Christ, God
recreates us. In Christ, we are new creations. And now,
our job is to fulfill our purpose of glorifying God in all we
do. I believe that these truths sunk down into the minds
of the students and I pray that they will bear fruit in the
future.
Speaking of prayers, I want to thank all of you Northsiders for praying for the students and leaders this week.
I saw God answer those prayers. I had the unique opportunity to lead daily Bible studies with the adult lead-
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ers from the various youth groups at camp. At the end
of each session, I had the group break up into smaller
groups and asked them to pray for all their students by
name. We did this every day and I believe God heard
those prayers. We saw him working in the heart of our
students and other students as well. Thank you for praying fervently for our time at Student Fusion Camp 2019!

Save the date: August 9-10 when Northside Student Ministry will host a multi-church, back-to-school
lock in. Sign up on the student ministry page on our website: www.northsideindy.org/students.html
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Prayer Opportunities at Northside

In addition to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast outlined
above, here are some more ways you can be plugged
in to pray.

Sunday: Upper Room Prayer at 10:30 AM

During the Sunday morning worship service, two volunteers meet in the prayer room to pray for the service,
for those who are attending and for the church body.

Saturday (2ND, 4TH AND 5TH)

Meet Me for (High) Tea - August 3

Join our Northside Women for a special edition of
Meet Me for Tea. We will have a “high” tea where we
dress up and maybe even wear a hat. We’ll meet at
11:00 in the Fireside Room on Saturday, August 3. Pam
Russell will be our special guest speaker.
Pam was born and raised in rural England and
came to live in the states by way of love and marriage. Her spiritual heritage is that of the Church of
England, including primary
and secondary schools, but
her faith in Christ was completed in the US under the
ministry of Jesse and Nettie
Miller, missionaries to the US
military. Pam and her husband served in the military
chapel wherever they were
stationed, ministering to military singles and spouses.
Since those days Pam
has served as a chaplain in
ministry to incarcerated women, leading to the founding of a Biblical substance abuse counseling ministry
that has a national and international reach.
In 2010 the Lord called Pam to serve as Women’s
Chaplain at the Indiana Statehouse, joining Matt
Barnes, who founded the ministry there. God has
granted favor and opened many doors, enabling Pam
to share the Good News, lead Bible Studies, counsel
leaders and their staff, found Women’s Statehouse
Day, pray in the legislature, and grow relationships of
trust with women state leaders. Pam has also traveled
to other countries to train and speak on the work of
ministry to public servants. Pam also delights to speak
to churches and women’s groups here in the US about
ministry in the political arena.
Pam’s desire is counter-culture, exhorting believers
to care deeply about their elected leaders, regardless
of party or ideology, and minister to them biblically by
prayer and encouragement, building bridges that will open doors for the Gospel.
Pam is a published author, and has three
children and eleven grandchildren.

8

On the 2nd, 4th and 5th (if applicable) Saturday of each
month, we come together to pray. Join us between
8:00 and 9:00 AM as we pray for our church, our ministries, our staff and our Search Team.

Save the Date! Our next Prayer Retreat will be October 12 at Highland
Lakes Baptist Camp. Bob Weeks will
be our guest speaker.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast:
Tuesdays at 7:30 AM
Fireside Room
All men are welcome to attend our
weekly prayer breakfast in the Fireside
Room in the Christian Life Center. Come
and gather with the men of Northside
and pray for the needs of the church.
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Summer Showers

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
This summer started out with almost daily showers and often heavy rain and storms. Farmers
struggled to get the corn planted. Little League
baseball games were rescheduled and then the
rescheduled games had to be rescheduled. Yard
work and outdoor plans were interrupted. But
sometimes showers are truly a blessing. In Ezekiel
34:26 he prophesied what God was saying to His
people. “I will make them and the area around
My hill a blessing: I will send down showers in their
season - showers of blessing.” At Covenant Foods
God certainly continues to shower us with blessings.
All the rain has been great for the Covenant
Foods garden. And no need to water! Our guests
are already enjoying the early produce.
Almost every week the donations from local
businesses are so bountiful that our guests can
make unlimited selections from the produce,
dairy, bread, and dessert tables. This only happens
because a few men and women are willing and
able to load up their cars and trucks and transport the donations week after week. Our guests
tell us that our pantry is more generous than other
pantries. If donations are low one week, we always have fewer guests that week. God knows
our needs!
Last week I spoke with a lady who was grateful for a promotion at her job at a local store. But
she was even more grateful she was still going to
be off by 4:00 on Tuesdays so she could come to
our pantry. She said she comes for the food, of
course, but, most importantly, for the prayer. Like
many of our guests, she says there is just a different
spirit at our pantry. We know that is the Holy Spirit.
We continue to have new families visit every
week. A few weeks ago, three out of the 6 people
I talked with were there for the first time. What a
blessing to know God is still providing new opportunities to share the simple truth of the gospel with
our neighbors.
We are blessed in the way our church family
supports us so completely. Your donations match
our expenses month after month with always a little left over. When we ask for any extra donations,
like backpacks and school supplies, you always
come through. It will be a blessing this month to
see all the happy faces of the children who receive a backpack full of supplies. So we don’t
hesitate to mention we are also in need of a used
computer that can run Excel and a small used refrigerator. If you have a lead on either one, please
let us know.
The summer showers that seemed to never end
this year got pretty tiresome. But God’s showers
of blessing are wonderful and refreshing to think
about each new day.
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Plan to join us for the Members’ Meeting on Sunday, July 28. A pitch-in dinner begins at 5:00 PM and the meeting is at 6:00 PM in the Fireside Room. Childcare is provided. Come and hear reports from various ministry teams,
including our Pastor Search Team. We also plan to hear a report from stateside missionaries during this meeting.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM in D100
Walking in Christ (Spiritual Disciplines)

Book Club Schedule
Chapters 6 & 7 Thursday, July 11 at 7 PM or Friday, July 12 at 9 AM
Chapters 8 & 9 Thursday, July 25 at 7 PM or Friday, July 26 at 9 AM
Chapters 10 & 11Thursday, August 8 at 7 PM or Friday, August 9 at 9 AM

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Young Adults:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

