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Praying and Preparing in Faith for Easter

by John Reeder, Associate Pastor of Worship
40 Days of Prayer... I hope you have picked up a booklet and are joining us in our 40
Days of Prayer emphasis leading up to Easter Sunday, April 21. This journey is about a personal renewal in our daily walk with the Lord. Rekindling the love affair with the One who
first loved us! Drawing near to the Lord through reading and meditating on His Word... then
LISTENING to how he wants to use it/apply it to our daily living. It is about drawing near to
God and allowing him to work “in us and through us.” So get ready... perhaps God has
already placed in your heart some names of family members, friends, neighbors or work
associates that He wants you to invite to our Easter Sunday Service at 10:30.
I Am So Grateful... Many of you have expressed your gratitude for the preaching during our interim. I too am grateful for Steve McNeil, Bob Weeks and Nate Brock who have
carried the bulk of this load for us. Steve’s message on Sunday, March 24, (you can listen
on our website or OUR NEW NORTHSIDE APP) was hand in hand with our 40 Days of Prayer
Emphasis. Paul writing in Philippians 4:8-9 says, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these
things, and the God of peace will be with you.” When our mind and our will are lined up
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in accordance with the things of God, we have the assurance that God is with us and thus the confidence to
LIVE...LIVE...LIVE for Him each and every moment of the
day.
Easter Preparations... On Sunday, March 31, we will
prayer-walk the streets of Ravenswood, a community
just to the west of Keystone Ave. We will distribute flyers
about our Egg Hunt at 10 AM on Saturday, April 13th, at
Riverwood Park located in their neighborhood. Please
continue to bring small, individually wrapped candy
that can be stuffed inside the Easter Eggs. You can
leave those in the Welcome Center.
Easter Invitations... are also available for you to pass
out to your family, friends, neighbors and work associates as well. These include the information about our
Good Friday Service at 6 PM and our Easter Sunday Service at 10:30 AM. There is NO Bible Study Hour on Easter
Sunday. This is a huge help to our Children’s Ministry on
this special day!
Our Good Friday Service... will be family-friendly in that
it is expected to be about 50 minutes long and will include scripture readings, prayers, music and a brief
message that calls us to reflect on Christ’s moments
leading up to His Crucifixion.
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Easter Sunday... of course we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection! There will be an Easter Celebration Choir Rehearsal at 9 AM for all who want to join us. The 10:30
Service will feature lots of music, scripture readings,
prayers and of course, an Easter Message. I have
asked our very own, Nate Brock to preach on Easter.
It is not often an Associate Pastor gets to preach on
Easter Sunday and I know he is excited and grateful for
this opportunity. Please keep Nate, Rachel and their
family in your prayers!
Let’s Keep Praying and Believing God for Great Things...
Jeremiah 33:3

During the Easter season, remember to pray for our North American Mission Board missionaries and
consider giving a special gift to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering to support the work they are doing
to spread the gospel in the United States and Canada.
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by Nate Brock, Associate Pastor

Several years ago, the people of Northside Baptist
started intentionally thinking and considering the biblical
office of elder. Now, in April 2019, we find ourselves on the
verge of appointing three men to serve as lay elders. In
this article, I hope to quickly sketch out the biblical office
of elder and clarify the timeline for officially adopting
these elders in the life of the church.
Over three years ago, Pastor Eric Martin began to
teach the church about the office of elder from biblical
texts like 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, and 1 Peter 5. He showed
Northside that it is God’s design for the church to be led
by a group of congregationally elected elders. The New
Testament Scriptures present us with a unified picture of
each church being led by a plurality of elders. During his
missionary journeys, the Apostle Paul makes it a priority
to “appoint elders…in every church.” (Acts 14:23) He
instructs Titus to put things in order in the new churches
in Crete by appointing elders in every town. (Titus 1:5)
When it comes time to leave the church in Ephesus with
some parting words, he gathers the “elders” and exhorts
them to, “pay careful attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,
to care for the church of God, which he obtained with
his own blood.” (Acts 20:17, 28)
The office of elder is reserved solely for men who meet
certain character qualifications. (1 Timothy 2:12, 3:17, Titus 1:3-9) Since the words elder, pastor, bishop,
and overseer are used interchangeably in the New
Testament to refer to the same office, we understand
that all the men elected to this office are serving in the
same office. They are elected by the congregation
among whom they exercise oversight in order to lead
the church together.
The biblical texts tell us that the elder’s responsibility is a
weighty one. 1 Timothy 3:1 says, “Whoever aspires to the
office of overseer (elder)…desires a noble task.” Among
other qualifications, they are to be “above reproach”
and must “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught,
so that [they] may be able to give instruction in sound
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.”
(Titus 1:6, 9) The apostle Peter, one of the first elders in
the New Testament, writes to other elders that they must
“shepherd the flock of that is among you, exercising
oversight…not domineering over those in your charge,
but being examples to the flock.” (1 Peter 5:2-3) Finally,
in the closing statements to his readers, the writer of
Hebrews instructs, “obey your leaders and submit to
them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as
those who will have to give an account.” (Hebrews
13:17)
So it is after many years of teaching, praying, and
seeking God’s will as revealed in the Scriptures, that the
congregation of Northside decided to move toward
adopting a plurality of elders into the life of our church
by nominating and electing several men to serve as

lay elders. In November 2018, we voted to amend our
bylaws to include the office of elder and called on the
membership of the church to nominate several men
to this office. At the March 17th Members Meeting,
after reviewing the nominations received from the
congregation, the congregationally appointed Elder
Selection Committee recommended three men to fill
this office of lay elder at Northside. These three men,
Jim Moran, Dennis Brooks, and Mike Bowman have
expressed their desire to fill the office and are eager to
serve the church. Their wives are also in full support
These men will assume this office only after an
affirmative vote by the congregation. The Elder Selection
Committee thought it wise to allow for an extended time
of discussion following the recommendation. So from
March 17th to April 14th, the congregation is encouraged
to pray about and for these candidates, as well as bring
any questions or concerns they may have to the Elder
Selection Committee or to the elder candidates directly.
On April 7th, there will have a special elder service on
a Sunday Morning. This will be an opportunity for the
entire congregation to get to know these men by
hearing their testimonies. John and I will also ask them
some questions related to their understanding of New
Testament eldership. Before the men join us on stage, I
will teach a brief lesson on the biblical qualifications and
responsibilities of elders.
As we have talked with these men, we have described
the office of elder in four words: teach, lead, model,
and pray. These four words are the broad brushstrokes
of biblical eldership. It is our belief that these words
accurately summarize the biblical responsibilities of the
elder. How will they shepherd a congregation if they
are not modeling godliness? How will they protect the
flock from false teaching if they are not skilled teachers
themselves? How will they rightly lead the congregation
if they do not regularly pray for and know each member?
All these activities, teaching, leading, modeling, and
praying, are done under the headship and with the help
of Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd.
When will the congregation vote? John and I have
called a special Members Meeting to take place on
Sunday, April 14th immediately following the worship
service. The only thing on the agenda for this meeting
will be the election of the elder candidates. The vote
will be by paper ballot and the results will be shared
immediately.
We are thankful for the unity that God has given this
church throughout this process. We rejoice in his care
for this church and we are confident that following the
Lord’s teaching in this matter will contribute to setting us
up for future health. We look forward to seeing
what God will do through the men who fill the
office of elder in years to come.
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Saturday, May 18, 2019
9 AM - 12 PM (lunch will be provided)
at Northside Baptist Church
All current Northside Kids volunteers and anyone who is interested in helping is invited to
come to this important event!

Parenting Class begins April 14, 9:00 AM
Jim and Vicki Moran will once again lead a parenting
class starting in April. The class lasts three weeks but will
not meet on Easter. (Meeting April 14, 28 and May 5
in Room D110 at the west end of the facility.) This class
is helpful for any parent and is especially important to
anyone wishing to participate in the Parent/Child Dedication on Mother’s Day.

The Grand Prix wraps up the Awana season with this
family night of refreshments and racing. Kids and parents build pinewood derby cars prior to the race.

In the Wild: Vacation Bible School
July 15-19, 2019, 9 AM to Noon
Age 4 - Grade 5

4

We will have a Kickoff Sunday on May 19 to enlist volunteers to help at Vacation Bible School. Be praying
about where you can serve and/or donate and plan
to be part of our team!
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It’s Not Supposed to be This Way

Meet Me for Tea

Ladies, join us on Saturday, April 6 in the Fireside Room
at 11:00 AM. Bring a salad to share and your favorite
mug/cup for tea or coffee. This is a way for Northside
Women to get to know each other better.

Finding unexpected strength when disappointments
leave you shattered. (by Lysa Terkeurst) Our upcoming summer book club will read and discuss Lysa’s latest book that was written from a very raw place in her
spiritual journey. Demonstrating how God can pick up
the pieces following devastating experiences in our
lives, this book addresses a broad range of examples of
God’s healing power. Please pick up a book and join us
beginning May 30 at 7 PM or May 31 at 9 AM.

JOY is returning to Northside! Mark your calendar for April 18 when Northside Senior Adults resume the monthly
JOY Luncheon at 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room. Fried chicken is on the menu for this reunion. Please
plan to bring side dishes and desserts to accompany it. Some fun times are in store in the coming
months. Be sure to invite your friends to this one which will feature the theme: Game Day.
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Praise the Lord for a wonderful weekend of Disciple Now last month. We appreciate everyone who
participated and who volunteered to help. DNow drew us closer to God and one another.
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Sign up at
northsideindy.org/
secret-church.html

Secret Church: Prayer, Fasting, and the Pursuit of God (Simulcast)

Friday, April 26, 7 PM to 1 AM, Assembly Room in the Christian Life Center, $8
Our culture is constantly telling us that we can achieve anything we set our mind to. Sadly, many followers of Christ
and many churches have adopted this self-sufficient mindset, relying on their own wisdom and abilities instead of
relying on God. But what if we were never intended to be self-sufficient? And what if God has designed us so that
our greatest satisfaction is found as we depend on Him fully for everything we need?In Secret Church 19 we’ll
take an in-depth look at the Bible’s teaching on prayer and fasting. We’ll see that our inabilities and weaknesses
are the very place where God meets us with His strength and sufficiency. We’ll also see that faithfulness to the
mission of Christ requires depending on the Spirit of Christ. Through prayer and fasting, we demonstrate our need
for God’s power and our desire for His glory.

Student Fusion Camp: Restored is for students
who have completed grade 6 - 12.

Cost: $250 if paid by May 2, $285 if paid by June 3.
(Scholarships are available – contact Nate Brock for
details)
Register at scbi.campbrainregistration.com
Student Fusion will equip and challenge students to understand what it means to be Restored. Join us for Student Fusion Camp 2019 as we see how God brought
redemption through Jesus Christ. We must admit our
sinfulness, repent and believe. When wedo, God restores our relationship with Him and helps us navigate
in a broken world.

CAMP PASTOR: RAYDEN HOLLIS
Rayden is a church planter in the St. Louis area. He and
his wife Sarah have three kids: Kaleb, Nathan, and Aubri Jane. Rayden is passionate
about living everyday life for
Jesus, and he is excited to pastor Red Hill Church in Edwardsville, IL. He is an engaging story
teller and a passionate evangelist. He believes that this
generation has the opportunity to finish the task and usher
in the return of Jesus. Rayden
believes that there has never been a better time to be
alive, a better time to serve the local church,
or a better equipped generation to reach
the world for Jesus.
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The Journey of Faith- Jesus and me to Eternity

by Shawna Hammond
Taiwan- officially known by its constitutional name,
the Republic of China. It is an island in east Asia, also
referred to as Formosa “Graceful beautiful island.” The
island is 245 miles long and 89 miles
wide and consists of steep mountains covered by tropical and subtropical vegetation. The shape of
Taiwan is similar to a sweet potato
seen in a south to north direction.
The population in Taiwan is approximately 23.58 million (2018).
According to governmental statistics, over 95% of the Republic of
China’s population is now made
up of Han Chinese, while 2.3% are
Taiwanese aborigines. Half the
population are followers of one
or a mixture of 25 recognized religions. Around 93% of the religious
population are followers of mixture
of Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism, while a minority 4.5 % are
followers of Christianity (include
Protestants, Catholics, Mormons,
and other nondenominational
Christian groups). 2.5% are Islam/ Judaism. Local belief- Ma-Zu who symbolizes the sea fearing spirit of Taiwan’s ancestors from Fu-Jing and Guan-Tung, China.
I was born in Taipei City and my family relocated
down South to Pingtung City where I grew up. My parents have been practicing Buddhism and idol worship
at the temples and at our home since I was young until
now. I lived with my parents and 2 younger brothers in
Pingtung. My parents have set an altar at our house
where you can see the idols as you walk into our living
room. My mom usually worships the idols 2x/daily and
every holiday throughout the month. I was taught to
fear gods as a young child and participated in idol worship in various temples and our house as I was directed
by my parents. My parents would have the “spirit” to
come upon them to deliver messages to others. They
often feel privilege to be “chosen as messengers to
serve the god/idols they worship.” The Bible teaches
about the idols - Why do the nations say, “Where is their
God?” Our God is in Heaven; He does whatever pleases Him. But their idols are silver and gold, made by the
hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot
hear, noses, but they cannot smell; they have hands,
but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can
they utter a sound with their throats (Psalms 115:2-7).
I failed my entrance exam to go to high school after
finishing 9th grade in June 1988. My world fell apart as
I faced my biggest failure in life and my parents’ disappointments every day. I studied and passed
another test to attend a Junior college which
was a private school for 5 years in July 1989. I
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majored in Pollution Control. During that summer, I met
Americans, Steve & Linda Moorhouse for the first time,
who were Southern Baptist missionaries sent by Former
International Mission Board. I did
not speak much English, but Steve
and I were able to communicate
through Chinese and some simple
English. They moved from Taipei
to Pingtung so that they could
learn Hakka language and ministered to Hakka people. I also met
Jerry & Sandy Cole (IMB missionaries), and Christian volunteers - Bill
& Marie Clements, Harry & Betty
Kelsey, Pastor Carl Riley, and others who were from Indiana and
on their mission trip to Pingtung,
Taiwan in February 1989. Mr. Bill
Clement witnessed to me and
I was afraid to accept Jesus because I did not know what would
happen to me from the idols I worshipped although I understood
I needed a Savior. Mr. Bill and I
verbally adopted each other before he and his wife returned to America. I started to
attend children back yard Bible club in the missionaries’ neighborhood, English Sunday School class, church
service on Sunday, and English Camps to learn more
about Jesus. I always thought I would make the “profession of faith” decision when I turned 21 (legal age),
but I was challenged by a Chinese pastor to ask my
parents for permission regarding becoming a Christian.
He told me that “nobody could make that decision
for me and it’s a personal decision.” I accepted the
challenge and waited for a good timing at the dinner
table to approach my parents one evening. I did not
even finish the sentence of asking my parents, my mom
became upset and told me that she did not want me
to believe in Jesus as she left the dinner table. I cried
and called Steve that night. He prayed with me on
the phone and encouraged me. The missionaries, my
American parents, and Christians friends continued to
be faithful in praying for my salvation, encouraging
me through letter writing from America, and I also had
many conversations with an intern student from Holy
Light seminary that I recognized I was a sinner, needed
to confess my sins, and accepted Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior in fall 1990. I was baptized on December 16, 1990.
Life did not become easier after I became a Christian as I faced many challenges at home with my
parents in spiritual battles. The Bible teaches “Finally,
be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on
the full armor of God so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not
continued on page 9
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against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms” (Ephesians 6: 10-12). I had never been beaten nor locked in my room, however, I was threatened
by my dad to cut off family relationship and kick me
out of our home if I chose to be involved at church. I
was threatened by my neighbor friends’ uncles to cut
off their financial support to my friends who lost their
parents if I continued to invite them to youth group at
church. My friends from school no longer invited me
to hang out with them on Sundays because I chose
to go to church. God taught me to have a longer vision as I was the first Christian in my family due to other
first-generation Christians’ struggles in their relationship
with their unsaved family members. God helped me to
work on my anger problems, taught me to pray for my
unsaved family members, to love them with His love,
and to witness when the opportunities arise. I failed
many times, but God’s grace was sufficient for me. He
strengthened me through prayers and granted me
wisdom to know how to handle challenging situations.
God also helped me to know the difference between
the Holy Spirit and evil spirits. I was very involved with
children’s ministry through backyard Bible club, Children’s Sunday School class, VBS, youth group, choir,
visitation, English class at church, led singing in worship,
translating sermons for the local pastor or missionaries
in their preaching at Hakka Church, women’s class to
minister to ladies in the community with Sandy Cole &
Fu-Mei (sister in Christ), and translating for summer missionaries at camps or other ministries as I was discipled,
encouraged younger first-generation Christians, and
served alongside with IMB missionaries.
When I finished Junior college and volunteered at
an orphanage with missionaries and summer missionaries from America in summer of 1993, God called me
to be a social worker. I started to seek God’s guidance, pray, and wait for God’s timing. Jerry met with
Lori (sister in Christ) and me for Experiencing God Bible
study at Hakka church. God opened the door for me
to come to Indiana State University and major in Social
Work in August 1995 for undergraduate program. I was
very involved with BSU/BCM at ISU as I continued to be
discipled as a believer by Roger & Rose Bear (former
BCM director). I had the privilege to serve as a summer
missionary in NYC, NY in summer 1996 and in Fairbanks,
AK in summer 1998 from NAMB. Serving in the mission
field along with other ethic churches and missionaries
also helped me to grow in my walk with the Lord and
learn valuable lessons as a Christian. I graduated from
ISU at 1999 and was accepted at University of Southern Indiana and majored in Social Work for graduate
program from 1999-2000. God continued to be faithful
and supplied to meet my every need. Working at a
mental health center since October 2000 in Monticello,
Indiana as a single and serving Him at Twin Lakes SBC
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Shawna (left) and her husband, Jason (right) with her
family in Taiwan.
for various ministries, God continued to mold me and
shape me in my journey with Him. My husband, Jason and I met each other at BSU/BCM in 1995 at ISU,
met each other again at Creation Museum in May
2008. He asked for courtship in November 2008, proposed in January 2009, and we got married in October
2009. God brought us to Louisville, KY as Jason pursued
M.Div. and focused on Biblical Counseling in January
2010 and finished in May of 2014. We were privileged
to serve with other seminary couples and singles to minister to Chinese visiting scholars from September 2010
and July 2014 at a church. God provided us jobs and
we relocated to Indianapolis, Indiana in August 2014
and attended New Circle Church. God brought us to
Northside Baptist Church in January 2015 as we participated in a Sunday School class, became members of
Northside, and began to serve in Children’s Church,
prayer team, mission team, and life group. We also
partnered with Indy Jiayin Church to serve and work
with Chinese visiting scholars on Friday evenings from
fall 2014 until fall 2018 at IUPUI campus. We are currently taking a break. We were thankful that God has given
us opportunities to love, witness, and share the Gospel
through teaching Professional English Class at IUPUI on
Friday nights, baking class with Bible study, and gatherings at our home for Chinese visiting scholars and their
families. There were many miracles God performed in
my life and spiritual journey, many Christian mentors
and friends God brought to my life to teach and encourage me, and many opportunities God gave me to
witness and share His love with others through different
ministries and my job. “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways, submit to Him, and He will make your paths
straight (Proverbs 3:5-6).
Please pray for Jason and me as we will be traveling to Taiwan at the end of March for 2-3 weeks and
visiting my unsaved family members. Please pray that
the Lord will soften my family’s hearts to hear the Gospel, they will come to know the Lord, and worship the
true and living God. Pray for us as we will be faithful
and watchful to share the Gospel and testify
His greatness and faithfulness wherever we
go.
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Our food pantry is open Tuesdays, 4 PM - 6:30 PM

The Father’s Protective Hand
by Veda Dickerson, Pantry Volunteer

Kids being silly. Adults trying to talk. Kids being silly.
Adults trying to eat. Kids being silly. Adults trying to
watch a ballgame. Kids being silly. If that sounds familiar, maybe your large extended family had a get
together recently? Mine did.
I was sitting on the steps that
lead upstairs at my sister’s
house, talking to my nephew,
Tommy, who was standing
on the bottom landing. His
two-year-old daughter Rosie
was, well, acting silly. She was
climbing up his legs, swinging
on his arms, rolling at his feet,
jumping and giggling like crazy. In general, just enjoying her
dad and being a two-yearold.
As Tommy and I talked and
Rosie jostled around, I noticed several times that Rosie’s
head came frighteningly close to the corner of the
wall. Inevitable really, considering the amount of silliness going on. Each time, without comment or fanfare,
Tommy would position his hand quickly between her
oncoming head and the wall. She never even realized
the pain and injury Tommy’s hand had prevented, but
I kept thinking, “Oooo, that would have really hurt.” Her day was so much better because of his quiet intervention.
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I thought about that little incident later and realized
that God has probably done that same thing for me
more times than I realize. When I’m heading right toward the hard corner of some unseen wall, because
of my own stubbornness, pettiness, or willful disobedience, I’m protected by the strong hand of my heavenly father. In the midst of my
own silliness, He moves me
just a little in the direction I
need to go and saves me
from some head-splitting
encounters.
I also thought about our
Covenant Foods ministry. I
realized, the people there
are often doing what Tommy did for Rosie and what I
believe God often does for
me. Often, the guests who
come in may be headed
right for a spiritual, physical, or emotional wall. They may
have been jostled around by their own unfortunate decisions or just by life circumstances. They often may not
realize the full impact of their own choices and actions.
The Pantry workers share a kind word, a friendly smile
and a hug, a timely presentation of the story of Christ,
and some fresh food with the guests. They are often
a safeguard and shield that can direct people away
from hurtful situations. The Pantry workers have the opportunity and often are the cushioning hands of Christ
in a world full of silliness.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Shepherding a Child’s Heart - D110
(April 14, 28 and May 5)

Upcoming Training Scheduled in Belize
November 25-29, 2019
February 24-28, 2020
Are you interested to find out more? There will be a meeting after the
worship service on April 28 to discuss details with those who have gone
to Belize. Find out if God may be calling you to go. Let the church office
know if you plan to attend the April 28 meeting or if you are interested in
going to Belize, but cannot attend April 28.

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Young Adults:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

