HOLY COMMUNION
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2017 8:00 am

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables, in which Jesus
says the reign of God is like workers who get paid the same no matter
when they start. When God changes his mind about punishing Nineveh
for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful,
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that
is freely given to all. As Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy
we are all beggars.

SILENT PRAYER

PRELUDE: Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now Bach
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE)
Stand
HYMN: When Morning Gilds the Skies # 853

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
P) In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P] Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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P} Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel/Stand
P} Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the = Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
GREETING

P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:

We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} Let us pray.

Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one
standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help
us to order our lives by your wisdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sit
FIRST READING Jonah 3:10 - 4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God
decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more
angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing
shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but should
not | be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites who
do not know the difference between their right and left hands?

A reading from Jonah.

%When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
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“1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LoORD! Is not this what | said while |
was still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the
beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. *And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is
better for me to die than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you
to be angry?” “Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the
city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade,
waiting to see what would become of the city.

*The LorD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was
very happy about the bush. 'But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. ®“When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said,
“It is better for me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” *“Then the LORD said,
“You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a
night. **And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who
do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about
the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the
gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance
the gospel mission.

A reading from Philippians.

“!For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “If | am to live in the
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer.
%31 am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better; ““but to remain in the flesh is more necessary
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for you. “°Since | am convinced of this, | know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, “°so that | may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you
again.

?'Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel, ““and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. “°For he has graciously granted
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him
as well—"since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and
now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned
or deserve.

P} The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““The kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. “After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he
sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he
saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. "When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he
did the same. °And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ 'They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them,
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“You also go into the vineyard.” ®“When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” “When those hired
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
‘“Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but
each of them also received the usual daily wage. **And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, **saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But he replied to
one of them, “Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with
me for the usual daily wage? *“Take what belongs to you and go; |
choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. *>’Am I not allowed
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?’ ‘°So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”

P} The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON Pastor Weleck

Stand
The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene
Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.
APOSTLES’ CREED
P} With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously employ us to work in
your Kingdom, some in the morning of our youth, some in the
midday of our lives, and some when the shadows have lengthened.
Assure our hearts that your servants shall all receive the blessings of
your goodness and grace regardless of their labors or lack thereof.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the church, for its pastors and bishops, for the newly
baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and
for our growth in grace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an
increase of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace
among nations and among peoples. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for
victims of war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind,
body, or spirit, for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness,
and for all who this day will die. We pray especially for those we
name in the silence of our hearts... Lord, in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.

We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve,

and especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might

speedily complete their mission and be safely reunited with their

loved ones. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may

say Peace be with you or similar words.

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
Sit
OFFERING

Stand
OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Al Let us pray...Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give

thanks:
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® @

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

® @

The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE:
P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy... Here the minister continues
with the preface for the day, concluding: ...we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
The assembly continues with the SANCTUS:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The minister continues with the WORDS OF INSTITUTION, usually
included in a Eucharistic Prayer.
P} You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P} Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P} Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

Sit

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

& Amen.

We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are ““truly and
substantially” present “in, with, and under”” the forms of bread and
wine. We invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing
in this or another Christian denomination. Communion will be
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distributed by Intinction. Receive the Body of Christ in the palm of your
hand from the Pastor and then dip the host into the chalice containing
the Blood of Christ held by the Communion Assistant. We welcome
children and others who are not communing to come forward for a
blessing.

Stand
SONG AFTER COMMUNION (NUNC DIMITTIS)
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P} The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING (BENEDICTION)

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune in C Major Johnson

T+ +
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The Time of the Church is the season after Pentecost, beginning with
The Holy Trinity and ending with Christ the King. These weeks focus on
Christ’s ministry and teaching.

On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit
either the Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for
festival seasons.

The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season
after Epiphany and after Pentecost.

Vestry Members

Special Area

Home Phone

E-mail Address

Gary Wessner

President/Property

610-454-0106

gtwess@ comcast.net

Richard Allebach

Vice President

610-948-3488

dallebach@verizon.net

Brian O’Hara

Secretary/Worship & Music

610-489-0417

brian.ohara24@gmail.com

Janice Reiff

Treasurer

610-385-7493

janicetreiff@gmail.com

Frank DePaul

Property Committee

215-669-0677

fvdp52@gmail.com

Jeanne Funk Comm.& Tech. 610-792-3830 jfunk@kpinterface.com
John Kochel Outreach/Mutual Min. 484-945-0100 John.Kochel@thrivent.com
Janet Stokes Parish Life 610-948-8554 sjastokes@aol.com

Debra Augustine

Christian Education/Mutual Ministry

610-489-3869

Anniedwebb@verizon.net

Bob Rodenberger

Trust Fund Treasurer

610-489-3280

r.rodenberger7 @gmail.com

Jack Schatz

Old Church

610-489-3176

Karl Stefan

Cemetery/Mutual Ministry

610-454-0373

kssurf@verizon.net
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Assisting in the Service:
Ushers: John Moorehead, Dick Allebach, Ron Oelschlager, and
Frank DePaul
Greeters: Jeff and Mildred Stuffle
Lectors: 8:00 am: Jeff Stuffle
10:30 am: Jeannie Funk and Ben Richvalsky
Altar Servers: Riley Smith and Dylan Firth
Communion Assistants: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine
10:30 am: Janice Reiff and Sonya Sowards
Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney
10:30 am: Jim Lien and Linda Romano
Offering Tabulation: Debra Augustine, Karl Stefan, and Jeannie Funk

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by the Millheim
Family in memory of loved ones.

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Judy and David Buck
in loving memory of Miss Alma Fegely, The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. O.
Fegely, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Davenport.

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Allison Smith in
loving memory of parents.

Bulletin Sponsors Sought: Donors are needed to sponsor our weekly
bulletins. This is a great way to remember or honor someone special or
to commemorate a life milestone! Contact Dot Opperman for more
information at 610-489-4514.

Adult Bible Study will meet beginning on September 17" at 9:15 am in
the Church Library. We’ll continue our study of Martin Luther with Part
3 of the course. ALL ARE WELCOME! This informative program is a
great way to learn about our church and to meet new people.
Refreshments will be served! Questions? Contact Janice Reiff at
janicetreiff@gmail.com.
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In God’s Own Country

An international theatre project celebrating the Reformation’s 500"
anniversary.

On October 27, 28™ and 29", a group from Germany, along with our
choir, will be performing “In God’s Own Country” in the Old Church.
Augustus Lutheran will be hosting the performers from Monday,
October 23 through Monday the 30™. Augustus must provide housing,
meals and transportation during their stay. The play committee is asking
the congregation to sponsor one or two of the performers throughout the
week. If you are able to house our guests or if you’re able to help in
other ways, please contact Gary Wessner (gtwess@comcast.net) for
more information. Any help will be appreciated.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 9/24 8:00 am | Holy Communion in the Chapel

9:00 am | Sunday School!!!

9:15 am | Adult Bible Study

10:30 am | Holy Communion in the Brick Church Nave

Monday 9/25 | 2:00 pm | Staff Meeting

Tuesday 9/26 | 8:00 am | Moms of Trappe Board Meeting

7:00 pm | Boy Scouts

7:00 pm | Committee Night

Wednesday | 9/27 | 6:00 pm | 3-in-1 Confirmation Classes

Thursday 9/28 | 6:00 pm | Bell Choir

7:00 pm | Adult Choir

Friday 9/29
Saturday 9/30 | 11:30 am | Eastern Star Fashion Show
Sunday 10/1 | 8:00 am | Holy Communion in the Chapel

9:00 am | Sunday School

10:30 am | Holy Communion in the Brick Church Nave

Sunday School Singing &
Blessing of Animals (Photos)

Revolutionary War Encampment: Saturday, September 30 from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sponsored by Augustus Lutheran Church, Henry Muhlenberg
House, and The Speaker’s House. Relive the 240th anniversary of the
Continental Army’s encampment in Trappe! Tours will be offered at
Augustus Lutheran Church, the Henry Muhlenberg House, and The
Speaker’s House along with a military encampment on the Speaker’s
House property. FREE
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Experience life in colonial Pennsylvania

as you sit on the church’s ancient wooden pews.

‘ Enjoy an unforgettable performance
: by actors and singers from
] n G()d S Landesbiihnen Sachsen

Own Country Augustus Lutheran Church choir

Breakaway Student Productions at Ursinus College

Performed inside

Old Augustus Church

717 W. Main Street
Trappe, PA 19426

Tickets $20

Advanced purchase strongly
recommended due to limited
seating in this historic venue.

October 27 - 29,2017
HistoricTrappe.org

In God’s Own Country - translated from German, the play explores
immigrants’ struggles to adapt to life in a new country through the eyes of
Henry Muhlenberg, a Lutheran pastor who settled in Trappe in 1742.
Performed in the historic Augustus Lutheran Church (built 1743), the play
will transport viewers back in time for an unforgettable experience!

"
e » LANDESBUHNEN
STppe
Trappe 300 Traveling Repertory Theater Augustus
Steering Committee Radebeul, Germany Lutheran Church
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Admission is $20/person and may be reserved and paid in advance online at
HistoricTrappe.org or by mail (see instructions below). Tickets may also be
bought at the door, but due to anticipated demand, advance purchases are
strongly recommended. All proceeds benefit special projects of the Trappe
300 Steering Committee. No refunds after October 1.

Note: Tickets will not be mailed. Simply check-in at the registration table
on arrival. Please arrive about 30 minutes before show time to allow time
for check-in and seating.

For more information, visit HistoricTrappe.org or email
info@historictrappe.org.

MAIL ORDER RESERVATION FORM

Friday, October 27, 7 p.m. _ ticketsat $20 each=$
Saturday, October 28, 3 p.m. ___tickets at $20 each = $

Saturday, October 28, 7 p.m. ____tickets at $20 each = $

gunday, October 29,2 p.m. ___ ticketsat $20 each=$ Total =
Name:

Email:

Address:

Please make checks payable to The Speaker’s House and mail to
The Speaker’s House, P.O. Box 26686, Trappe, PA 19426.

%
2
In Cod's!

OuwnCountry
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