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This is the time of year when we all take
time to reflect on our lives, and what we
have to be thankful for. I can tell you all that
the Memphis Orchid Society is high on my
list of things that I have to be thankful for.

I am going to be so jealous of you all, I’ll be
making a long drive home from seeing family
while you are watching the final and possibly
most anticipated program on our 2011
schedule. I can’t say enough about the
awesomeness of this group. I grow a few of
them and when they bloom they always
amaze me. The blooms come in a variety of
sizes and amazing colors, most have very
nice and unique fragrances, grow well in our
summer climate, and most are winter
dormant and are therefore great candidates
for the indoor/outdoor grower.
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My friends kid me about it, but our monthly
meeting is something I always look forward
to, and is always one of the highlights of my
month. We are all very fortunate to be part
of a society of friends who share our interest
and passion for orchids. Our members come
from all walks of life, but are part of a
community based on a love for orchids. One
of the best things about our society is the
giving spirit that everyone seems to have.
Rather than selling a prized division to
another member, most of us would rather
give the division to a fellow grower, and
share in the joy of helping that friend
enhance his or her collection. Many of my
most treasured plants were gifts from
friends in the society. When those plants
bloom, I think of the friend who gave it to
me, and am reminded of how special our
community is.
I am very fortunate to be a part of our
society, and I appreciate the many things
that you all do to make our society
successful. 2011 has been a banner year for
us, with many special speakers, hosting the
Mid-America Orchid Congress, and
welcoming many new members. I expect
2012 to be even better.

In addition to their beauty they have very
interesting, and racy, ecological relationships
with the bees that pollinate them, and each
species is generally pollinated by a unique
species of bee. Also, Catasetums are one of
the few orchids that use separate male or
female flowers to ensure pollination, and
the story of their pollination is truly unique.
After the showier male flowers lure in male
bees with their attractive fragrance that the
lady bees go crazy for (only to shoot them
on the head with a sticky trigger loaded
pollinia), the female flowers lure in the
pollinia carrying male bees with the scent of
love by mimicking the reproductive
pheromones of the female bee. Simply
Amazing!!! You’ll see in Fred’s talk that
Catasetums are stunning plants that are very
rewarding to grow, interesting additions to
any collection, and worth the little bit of
effort it take to grow them well.
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Thanks to all of you who make the Memphis
Orchid Society a very special group of friends
who share their love of growing orchids!

Anyway, have a great meeting and know I’d
be there with you if I weren’t out of town
with family.
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1/23

2:00

Feb.

2/27

Francisco Miranda

Laelias of Brazil

from Miranda’s Orchids

MBG

2:00

Leo Schordje

mirandaorchids.com

The Everblooming Orchid Collection
schordje.com

MBG

Mar. 3/27

2:00

Apr.

4/17

Peter Lin

Dendrobium Species

from Diamond Orchids

MBG

2:00

Forrest Brem

diamondorchids.com

Carnivorous Plants

MBG
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5/20 – 22

Holiday Inn Select

June 6/26

Mid-America Orchid Congress / MOS Show
I-240 & Poplar / 5795 Poplar Avenue 38119

midamericanorchids.org

2:00

Bill Thoms

Bulbophyllums

2:00

Sam Tsui

Paphiopedilums

MBG

July

7/24

from Orchid Inn Ltd.

MBG

Aug. 8/28

2:00

Orchid Swap

2:00

Brenda Oviatt

orchidinnusa.com

MBG

Sept. 9/25
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Dec.

MBG

from Botanica Ltd.

10/23 2:00

Susan Young

MBG

from Memphis Orchid Society

11/27 2:00

Fr ed C la rk e

MBG

from Sunset Valley Orchids

12/4
MBG

2:00

Angraecoids
www.botanicaltd.com

Peru

Catasetinae Species & Their Cultivation
sunsetvalleyorchids.com

C h r istm a s Pa r ty

Fred Clarke - Sunset Valley Orchids
“The Species of Catasetum,
Cycnoches, and Mormodes”
Catasetum, Cycnoches, and Mormodes are three related genera from the Tribe
Cymbidieae. Individually, each has been considered an orchid oddity, or “botanical”, of
interest mainly to the seriously addicted enthusiast. These plants have a brief
deciduous period in winter, when the plants need a definite dry rest period bordering
on neglect. These robust orchids are native to lowland tropical forests in Central and
South America and are usually grown in warm or intermediate conditions.

Fredclarkeara After Dark
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Commercially,
Catasetum,
Cycnoches
(or ‘Swan’ orchids),
and Mormodes
(or ‘Goblin’ orchids),
have occupied
a small
market niche
on the edge
of a sea
of Cymbidiums,
Cattleyas,
Phalaenopsis,
Dendrobiums,
Epidendrums,
and so on.

Cyc. Richard Brandon 'SVO'
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Ctsm. Orchidglade
'Jamie's Tortured Midnite'

Ctsm. Frilly Doris SVO

This talk will feature a
widescreen computer slide
show on some excellent
species of Catasetum,
Cycnoches and Mormodes.
The presenter will be Fred
Clarke of Sunset Valley
Orchids in Vista.
Ctsm. pileatum 'SVO Independence'

Ctsm. Susan Fuchs x Ctsm. denticulatum

Fred Clarke has been growing orchids for 33 years and has been hybridizing for
28 of those years. With over 26 years as a professional grower and manager in
the horticultural industry, Fred applies these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset
Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California.
He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied.
Although developing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also
actively creating new Bulbophylum and Paphiopedilum hybrids plus some
others to be named if they work out!
His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development
of several notable hybrids, most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark,
which produced “the blackest flower ever witnessed”. This grex has received
eight FCC’s and three AM’s on the first flowers shown for judging!

Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants
have received hundreds of quality awards from the American Orchid Society.
Fred Clarke
Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place
Vista, CA 92081
(760) 639-6255
fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
Pre-orders get a 10% discount
and with no shipping that's a great savings.

E r ic K u h n el
H eat To l er a n t C y m b id iu m s
Heat Tolerant Cymbidiums vs. Standard Cymbidiums:
One of the biggest advantages of HTC over standard cymbidiums is the fact that they are much smaller
plants and therefore take up much less greenhouse space; thus easier to work with. Note in the Cym.
Neil Pagano x Parish Elf Alba Yellow and Annie Kelly 'New Horizon' photos that an HTC in blossom is only
32" tall in a 6" pot. They are dwarfed by comparison to a standard cymbidium in bud, Cym Pippin, about
58" tall (and growing in an 8" pot) when the inflorences have finished growing. I stopped fertilizing with
bloom formula fertilizer for the season, and I’m bringing them into the greenhouse as the plants
develop spikes. Normally I leave the plants in the backyard until about the first of December when the
threat of temperatures dipping down to 28°F develops.
I have read it is a possibility as pseudobulbs develop on cymbidiums that the climatic conditions they are
exposed to during development may have everything to do with their subsequent performance during
the expected blooming phase. A leading hybridizer feels that if the climate is not good for pseudobulb
development, they may never blossom, no matter how good the plant looks.
There is still much to be learned and confirmed about blossoming cymbidiums in warm or hot climates.

Cym. Neil Pagano
Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@comcast.net

Cym. Annie Kelly

The Detling Report
We welcomed one guest, Geraldine Murphy, to
the October meeting. Geraldine said she has no
orchids, but likes them. She was especially
interested in Susan’s program since she had also
made a trip to Peru, but knew nothing about the
orchids that are native to that region. Susan,
Geraldine said she really did enjoy your
presentation.
There were 34 members at the meeting,
including our newest member, Dr. Cuong T.
(Andy) Nguyen. Andy joined us last month after
moving to Memphis from Augusta, Georgia.
When asked how many orchids made the trip
with him, Andy’s reply was “a lot.” Since he won
several of the auction bids, we know his
collection is still growing. Andy is a renal
pathologist affiliated with UT and Methodist
hospitals. Welcome to Memphis and to MOS,
Andy.

Bill and Nancy

Mark Your Calendars
January 27-29 - Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show,
Gautier, MS
March 16-18 - Springfield Orchid Society Show,
Springfield, MO
March 30-April 1 – Greater Pensacola Orchid
Society Show, Pensacola, FL
April 20-22 - Heart of Dixie Orchid Society Show,
Huntsville, AL
May 18-20 - Memphis Orchid Society Show,
Memphis, TN

Charles & Susan Wilson

Green Growers
No green growers this month due to me being
out of town, sorry. We’ll resume in January.

Photos by Eric & Susan Kuhnel

See you all at the christmas party.

Forrest Brem
Dr. Cuong T. (Andy) Nguyen

Debra Talks Money

AOS Calendars

Would you like a Memphis Orchid Society Name
Tag? The cost is $7.00 for a pin tag and $9.00 for
a magnet tag.
Do you need MSU fertilizer? Still have some for
sale at $3.00 per bag.

Orders are being taken for the 2012 AOS
Calendar with an estimated cost of $8.00.

See me at the meeting!
Debra Baker

Chuck Pintner

Please let Chuck Pintner know if you would like to
place an order at c.c.pintner@prodigy.net.

