One of the unanswered questions of this passage is, 


“Why are the disciples fishing?”  


Why are these seven of the remaining 11 disciples 




on the Sea of Galilee, 




dragging a net around?  

Are these not the same disciples who in chapter 20, 


had Jesus appear to them twice?  

Are these not the disciples that Jesus has breathed his Holy Spirit upon.  

These are the same men who have touched his hands and his sides.  


And what have they decided to do 



to grow the church and fulfill all of Jesus' commandments?  




They have gone fishing.

I realize that you actually have fish that come into your rivers 


and people who make money from the ocean, 

and I could leave it there 


and have at least half the room happy 



for God ordained reasons to go fishing.  

But we still have not answered our original question, 


“Why are they doing this fishing? 



rather than on the road preaching, 



in the synagogue teaching, 



on the streets proclaiming the good news 




that Jesus is not dead 




but alive?  


For who else is going to do it?  



They are the ones who have seen him.  



They are the ones with the seed in which Jesus' mission will succeed or fail.

Now a number of commentaries 


gave various hypotheses on why they were fishing, 

but none of them clicked with me the way that Eugene Peterson's explanation did.  

Before I tell you his reasoning, 


let me ask you about your week.  

I am aware that you had a more emotional Easter this past Sunday, 


as Ron preached for the last time as your pastor.  

The Easter celebration lasted longer here at the church 


than it traditionally does as you celebrated resurrection 


and remembered the 15 years of proclaimed resurrection from the Horns.  

But after that high and Holy experience, 


what did you do?  

After being reminded in song, 


prayer, reading, preaching, 


and life together that there is death, 



but death is not the final say, 


that new life came about on Easter, 



what did you do afterwards?  

At some point, 


you went home, 


you went to bed, 


and you woke up 


and went to school or work on Monday, 



or possibly Tuesday if you are on a Canadian calendar.  

You went back to your regular life.

This is where Eugene Peterson had the best reason for including this story 


in John's gospel.  

It demonstrates that the resurrection life is not lived exclusively on Easter Sunday, 


on those great gatherings of the church, 


on those Sunday's that will be remembered for years to come.  

The resurrection life that Jesus intended for us 


was a transformed life that we were already living, 



just with different rules, 



different expectations, 



a godly worldview of what matters.  

If the good news of Easter 


did not change in any way how you dealt with your co-workers, 



than you did not hear the Easter message.  

If you think that Ron's leaving is the end of God's work here in Haines, 


you are still on Good Friday 


and need to move towards Easter Sunday.  

If forgiveness is still a foreign concept that you have not experienced this week, 


you need to get on the boat and fish.

The disciples are fishing, 


because that is what they did 


and what they will do.  

They don't get to magically sustain themselves now 


on the high of being Jesus' disciple.  

The first part of Acts 


tells how one of the big parts of the church 



was just figuring out how to eat.  

There is the normal life to live, 


this is where the resurrection life happens.  

It is not all walking through walls 


and sticking your finger through someone's hand.  



It is the changing of diapers, 



the cooking of meals, 



the laundry, 



the 9-5 work week, 




the gatherings with friends, 




the basketball games, 




and the fishing.

How do those things suddenly become different than we did them before?  

What is the difference between resurrection fishing 


and earthly fishing, 



is it just casting the net off the Starboard side.  

While I have tried this fishing technique, 


I think the text is not putting the emphasis on which side of the boat to fish on, 


but rather following Jesus and his leading. 



Sorry.  

The way Jesus leads us can be heard in his four sayings to the disciples.

The text supports this idea  


with Peter and the disciples first words.  



The Spirit is in their possession, 



Jesus has breathed it upon them, 




but what do they say?  





Peter, “I am going out to fish.”  





The disciples, “We'll go with  you.”  

No deliberation, 

no sense of call, 


just a decision.  

A decision that yields no fruit 


as they try to do it by themselves.  

Then comes Jesus' first question, 


the question all fisherman hate to hear 



when they are already tormented by being skunked. 

And a question asked by Jesus 


in the worst way possible, 



expecting failure. 




 “Friends, 





haven't you any fish?

While it is a horrible question for fishermen to hear, 


unless you can whip an 80 pound halibut out of the box 


or hold up a monster King in answer, 



it is also a gentler question in other contexts.  

Jesus is asking about their welfare, 


how things are going.  

This is one of the things that your out going pastor did well 


and you can easily imitate.  



He has been asking me for four years, 




“How is your marriage?”  

It is different than our normal exchange of, 


“How are you?”  

Which gets a “good” 


and that is the end of the conversation.  

The difference exists with Jesus' question.  


If he would have asked, 



have you caught anything, 




it is a yes or no question.  

But the sharper, 



“Haven't you any fish?” 




is wanting to hear the story, 




to hear of the trials, 





to hear how they had some, 






but then an unnamed crew member dropped the rope, 






or the net got hung up on a rock, 






or in Southeast how a whale came through 






or a seal left you with only the ingredients 







for fish head soup.  

Jesus' question 


shows our resurrected Lord has time to hear about our trials 


and cares about them.  

And that we should have time to hear about each others trials.

The second statement of four in this passage from the resurrected Lord is, 


“Try the starboard 


or right side. 

 If they were cast netting, 


no big deal, 


but they were gill netting.  

Most of you know that changing the position of the gill net 


is not something you look forward to, 



unless it is a scheduled change.  

But the fisherman listen to this man.  


There is something that has happened 




that makes Jesus' words worthy of following, 




without even knowing it is Jesus.  


It may have been the way he said it, 



“Haven't you any fish?”  



No. 


“Throw your net on the right side of the boat 



and you will find some.”  

The confidence that Jesus exudes, 


the experience, 


the life being lived, 



convinced them to do so.

We can do the same for people at times, 


give them small tips on how they might follow the Spirit's leading 



in the midst of their trial

When the disciples followed Jesus' suggestion, 


they caught a large number of fish, 


and one of the disciples realized that it must be the Lord.  

When we try to do things by our own power, 


we don't get much.  

When the Lord is involved, 


last time we fed 5000.  

The disciple tells Peter 


and Peter does a mad dash to the shore.  

Only to be confronted by a startling scene.  


A trigger if Peter has PTSD 



from his night denying Jesus three times in the courtyard 




over a charcoal fire.  

But Jesus is about redemption, 


and these coals are not to keep him warm in the gathering darkness, 


but to give him strength in the expanding light.

Jesus will redeem that moment with Peter 


more in the Feed my Sheep episode that follows.  

But for now, 


Jesus shows us the next part of what this resurrection life can look like among us.  

He says, 


“Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  

Jesus already has enough bread and fish to feed them all.  


But while God has already been sufficient all along by himself, 



God does not act 



or desire to live that way.  

He calls us into the feast 


by being partners of the feast.  


By inviting them to drag their 153 fish over into view 



and picking a couple to throw on the fire, 




Jesus has invited them into the work that he is doing.  

Listen to that invitation again, 


“bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  

One of my favorite things to do when someone catches their first salmon, 


is to eat it that night.  

If you want to see a 12 year old boy be involved in the preparation of dinner, 


be cooking up their first fish.  

Jesus invites us to come 


and be with him in this new life that he has started.  

He wants us to bring our preexisting gifts and talents 


into the service and praise of God.  

Notice that I am not just talking about preaching, singing, or praying.  

I am talking about the ability to catch fish, 


the ability to grow a garden, 


to write nice letters, 


to draw, 


to encourage, 


to bring joy.  
This time of year in Skagway, 


there is a man who is a great gardener, 


but not good enough to grow daffodils in the winter.  

So he orders a box of 25 bunches each week for February and March.  


He then spends the week 



handing the majority of them out to people he sees on the street.  


Nothing brightens a long February gray windy day 



like bright yellow daffodils.  


He brings the fish he has caught.
The final words of Jesus in this story are, 


“Come and have breakfast.”  


Come and have a meal with me.  

While it was true of Jesus' time, 

it remains true today 


that meals carry great significance.  



For weddings,




 we spend the most money on food, 



for many sporting events 




food is attached, 



I would rather go to an awards banquet 




than an awards ceremony.  

The difference is 


that there is something heavenly that happens when we sit 


and break bread together.  

Most likely, 


we don't do it enough.  

But imagine what life in Haines or Skagway would be like 


if we sat down to eat together 



and took the time to ask, 




“How is your life going?” 



If we were able to share 



and hear little in sights 




of how others had managed to follow Jesus' leading well, 




or threw the net on the other side of the boat.  



If we took the time to be interested in what other people had done, 




instead of just what we have done.

That is the resurrection life in a nut shell 


lived out here on earth, 


in our daily lives.  

It hopefully sounds close to some of your daily life, 


but probably our lives are not as intentional.  

But on those days when it does happen, 


we find ourselves sure that the Lord was present with us at that meal 


and in that day, 



but we may not want to say it out loud 




and ruin the moment.  

But be assured, 


that if we do, 

it will not ruin the moment, 


but may bring others into the moment with us, 



as Jesus desires for us to do in this resurrected life.  

The Old has gone, 

the New has come.  


  Thanks be to God!

