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Bells

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik

Announcements
Prelude

“Hymn to Joy”
Ludwig Von Beethoven. Setting: John Carter.
https://youtu.be/hV80lICVTMs

Call to Worship

Michele Lawler
Rosemary Dawson

One: Come, let us worship God, who is our Shepherd.
Let us gather with joy, for we are the sheep of his fold.
All: We have known the goodness and mercy of God.
We find rest and refreshment in the house of God.
One: We are known by the good shepherd.
We are invited into relationship in Jesus Christ.
All: We are among those who know the voice of the shepherd.
We will respond to his call and follow where he leads.
One: The Shepherd leads us in paths of justice and love.
We are to live by Christ’s example.
All: We will love one another in deed and truth.
We will share the blessings of God with the world.
Hymn

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
https://youtu.be/gVUtouTsWXU (tune only)
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Gathering Prayer
We rejoice today in your goodness, Gentle Shepherd, for you know our heart’s desire and our
spirit’s need, and you assure us of your caring presence in all things. We rejoice that we have
been brought into your fold, and we want to welcome others in life-giving ways. Help us to
grow in love that is genuine in its caring and sharing. We embrace the wholeness you offer and
dare to undertake a healing role for ourselves and our community. Uplift us in worship, teach
us your word, and equip us for service, in this hour and beyond this day. Amen.
Gloria Patri

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scriptures
Psalm 23

Michele Lawler

1

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;
he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters;
3
he restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil;
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
2

John 10:11-18

Rosemary Dawson

11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a
hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down
of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received
this command from my Father.”
Special Music

Sermon

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
William M. Runyan. Setting: Joel Raney.
https://youtu.be/GAQz8NPDMgE
Shepherds and Sheep and All the Rest
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John 10:11-18
Today as we read the Scripture we bump up against an image that is so familiar to us – the Shepherd
and the sheep. So let me ask you, what images come to mind when you think about sheep and
shepherds? How many of you actually have put your hands on a lamb or a ram? Not many, to be sure.
Mostly we know things like ‘baa, baa black sheep’ and ‘Mary had a little lamb’. That is cute and
cuddly, but that is not reality, now is it? So when Scripture tells us ‘the Lord is my shepherd” and ‘we
are the sheep of his pasture’, I don’t think the writer, or God for that matter, is thinking of nursery
school rhymes, do you?
No ,sheep are not white and fluffy and ‘velcro’ pets. Sheep are dirty and dumb, obstinate, skidish and
scatterbrained. Being a shepherd is hard work—the sheep need constant attention - feeding and
watering, killing mites and treating wounds, keeping them from fighting or running away. There are
pastures that need regular tending and water supplies to keep clean. Add to that the dangers posed by
foxes and wolves, and yes, even people, who see these ‘fluffy little lambs” as an easy meal ticket.
So what is Jesus trying to tell us when he says “I am the good shepherd’? Do you think he meant
‘nursery school sweetness’? Oh no - remember Jesus lived in a land filled with real live sheep and
shepherds. He was a descendant of shepherds like Abraham, Moses and David. And he had a faith
tradition that proclaimed ‘the Lord is my Shepherd’ and ‘we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.”
It is this image Jesus had in mind when he said “I am the good shepherd”. In fact, in a literal
translation of this passage Jesus says “I am the true shepherd.” I am the real deal – dirt and danger and
all. I care for my people like a ‘good shepherd’; a real shepherd who cares for his flock – with all the
hard work and danger and sacrifice. I am committed to doing whatever it takes – not just to keep them
safe and well, not just to provide good land and abundant resources. No, I am the “good shepherd” as
God himself claimed “I myself will become the shepherd of my sheep” (Ezekiel 34:15) I will do
whatever it takes to restore my people to God. “I am the good shepherd…I lay down my life for the
sheep”. (John 10:14-15)
The Good Shepherd who gives his life for us. That is at the heart of this passage. Five times in nine
verses Jesus says “I lay down my life my life for the sheep”. And he even goes so far as to say “this is
the charge I have received from my Father.” This passage may just make us uncomfortable, not
because we are his sheep, and not because ‘I know my sheep and they know me” or because there are
other sheep who are welcomed into “one flock with one shepherd”. Rather we are uncomfortable with
a shepherd who lays down his life for us, especially one who sees this as a ‘command’ from God.
We want to think of the Good Shepherd as cuddles and love, stained glass windows and ‘Mary had a
little lamb’. But as the Good Shepherd Jesus is claiming his identity. Jesus knows his soul and his
role. He knows his mission. And he knows that identity and mission because he knows God, his
Father, intimately and fully. And he knows his world, his people – us – with the same intensity and
commitment. Jesus knows the essence of his life and the purpose for his life. He knew it, and he lived
it, from Galilee, to a cross, and into glory.
The key to his life, and the key to our life comes from the depth of our relationship with our Creator,
our neighbor and our selves. When I say ‘I am...” I am acknowledging that I am a small reflection of
the great I AM. Being that little ‘I am’ is to know the truth of my heart and soul, and to live that truth
in relationship with God and with God’s world. To claim our identity is to name our place in God’s
4

fold, and to claim our ‘charge’, our purpose and mission, from God. We can use multiple images – as
Jesus did, with seven different claims of ‘I am”. We can do different works – as Jesus did – whether it
was feeding the hungry, teaching his disciples or raising the dead. We can even have potlucks and
hymn sings. But the one thing we know, the heart that keeps us vital and active, is whose we are and
why we are. We are God’s sheep and the flock of his pasture. We are his people, his servants. And we
are here, in this world, to make his goodness and glory known to all.
Amen.
Moment of Reflection
Hymn

God our Author and Creator
https://youtu.be/X2vU5mS2WbM (tune only)
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Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Loving God, we thank you for your Shepherd’s heart. We thank you for Jesus Christ, who came
among us to care for us so fully and faithfully. We thank you for the redemption in his blood, and
for his abiding Spirit which empowers us to live as people of your flock. And so we come now, O
God, seeking your guidance and blessing, that we may fulfill your will for us.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Help us recognize the deep truth of your grace
and call. Lead us as your sheep and as your people into a community that knows and lives
according to your loving care and sacrificial service in our relationships to one another and to all the
world.
We pray for all our leaders, who are called to shepherd the world as politicians and business leaders,
doctors and social workers, teachers and pastors, and care-givers of every sort. May they grow in
relationship to the true Shepherd of all and grow in understanding and commitment to self-giving
service to others. And we pray for those who need your tender care today. May the lost be found,
the distraught gain peace and the broken be made whole. Grant also your healing to the ill, your
comfort to the sorrowful and your aid to the needy. We especially lift up … and we thank you for
your faithful care to... And may we who have known the faithful care of our Shepherd share your
strength and blessing to all whom our lives touch.
We praise you, Glorious God, for all your goodness and mercy toward us, through Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc

Offering
Under our Shepherd’s care we have known the abundant goodness of God. In these moments, we
have the opportunity to extend the goodness and grace of Jesus Christ to all the world. Let us
dedicate our gifts in faith.
We give you our thanks, O God, for the one who, in love, laid down his life for all people. There
are still many who have not experienced the riches of that love, and so we dedicate these offerings
for their hope and well-being. May our gifts become tangible signs of your mercy and goodness to
all who are in need, and may our lives reflect the care of our Good Shepherd. Amen.
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Doxology

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ
(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

Loving Shepherd of the Sheep
https://youtu.be/5i3Op7pTYlU (tune only)
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Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
May the God of peace equip you with everything good to do his will.
Through Jesus Christ, our Great Shepherd, may he accomplish in us what is pleasing to him.
Hebrews 13:20-21adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“On Eagle’s Wings”
Michael Joncas. Arr. John Carter.
https://youtu.be/9ohT83Y6YSk

****
Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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