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Coming Up....

STMA and Turf Star Team Up
for an Important Educational
Seminar April 23 in Brea
- See story on page 2
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BIG WINNERS – Mt. SAC’s Turf Team took high honors in the Student
Challenge as part of the 26th Annual STMA Conference and Exhibition held in
Denver this past January. Shown are student members of the Turf Team with
their professors and support personnel. (Story and more photos on page 9.)

Coming Events

STMA and Turf Star Team Up for
Educational Seminar April 23

• Equipment Maintenance and Best Service Practices
to be Discussed at Turf Star’s Brea Facility

T

he Greater L.A. Basin Chapter of the Sports
Turf Managers Association and Turf Star invite
members and other Green Industry professionals
to a day of education and networking on Thurs., April
23, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The event will take place at Turf
Star’s Brea facility, and will feature speakers covering
various aspects of Sports Turf Equipment Maintenance,
as well as an Overview of Best Service Practices.

The event, morning coffee and donuts, as well as
lunch, will be provided at NO COST to members.
The cost for non-members is $25 and includes a 2015
GLAB membership.
Registration is from 8:30 to 9:00 a.m., with the General
Meeting taking place from 9:15 to 9:30 a.m. The
speakers will make their presentations from 9:30 a.m.
to noon, followed by lunch from noon to 1:00 p.m.
You must RSVP to stma@stmalabasin.org if you plan to
attend. Turf Star is located at 955 Beacon St., Brea, CA
92821. Special thanks to Scott Deeth, Turf Star Territory
Manager, for his help in organizing this interesting and
informative seminar. DON’T MISS IT!

STMA GLAB and So Cal Chapters
to Meet at Lake Elsinore June 18

A

• Toro and Turf Star to Sponsor Field Day
at Lake Elsinore Storm Facility

joint meeting and field day with members of
STMA’s Greater Los Angeles Basin (GLAB)
Chapter and the Southern California Chapter,
is set for Thursday, June 18 at the Lake Elsinore Storm
Diamond Baseball Stadium in Lake Elsinore, CA.
Sponsors of the event include The Toro Company and
Turf Star.
The joint meeting will feature educational speakers
presenting on a variety of interesting subjects including
top dressing, spreader calibration, pulling cores, and
more. The event will include lunch.
Among the featured presenters is Dale Getz, Sports
Fields and Grounds Sales Manager with Toro. Getz
is responsible for sales of all commercial products to
the Sports Fields and Grounds Industry. He is a very
motivating public speaker with specific experience in
grounds management. He is a 27-year STMA member,
an STMA Board Member, and a recipient of the coveted
Harry Gill award from STMA. Among his previous
positions is that of Athletic Facilities Manager at the
University of Notre Dame for 17 years.
Dale Getz earned an MSA in Business Administration
from the University of Notre Dame, and also holds a BS
in Forestry, and an MS in Urban Forestry.
To attend the joint chapter Field Day, you must RSVP to
stma@stmalabasin.org by June 11. This event is FREE
for members. Cost for non-members is $35, which
includes a 2015 GLAB membership. The Lake Elsinore
Storm Diamond Stadium is located at 500 Diamond
Drive, Lake Elsinore, CA 92530; (951) 245-4487.

STMA’s Mission Statement
“To be the recognized leader
in strengthening the sports
turf industry and enhancing
members’ competence
and acknowledgement of
their professionalism.”
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A Word from the President

I
Brian Scott
GLAB-STMA President
Dept. Chair
Agricultural Sciences
Mt. SAC

Decide to Plant Positive Seeds

s it already Spring time? Did we
even have a winter? It is going
to be an interesting year to say
the least. Our water situation is
getting worse by the month. And,
despite some positive economic
signs, uncertainty still looms. In
spite of these troubling issues, we
can still choose to keep a positive
attitude and be uplifting to those
around us.
After all, people
typically don’t care to associate
with those who are characterized
by being constantly negative.

On that note, we have several exciting events
coming up. On April 23, there will be an equipment
maintenance workshop at Turf Star in Brea. On June
18 we are looking forward to a joint event with the
Southern California Chapter of STMA in Lake Elsinore
at the Storm Baseball Facility. We already have several
great speakers and demonstrations planned for that
event. July 14 will be our Annual Golf tournament
at Costa Mesa Country Club. This is an excellent
opportunity to help our chapter raise money and have
a great time on the golf course with your friends. SAVE
THESE DATES!
Now, I’d like to thank a few people for stepping up to the
plate to help out our board. Ed Schmachtenberger from
Cal Baptist University is our new Membership Chair.
This position has been vacant for some time, and it is
very difficult to run a membership based organization
without a Membership Chair. Be patient with Ed as he
tries to get our issues ironed out. We really appreciate
you, Ed! Also, we have had a few commercial members
become more active in planning events and contributing
their resources. Andrew Baker from Ewing and Scott
Deeth from Turf Star have been a big shot in the arm to
our chapter. Thank you both for your efforts!
We’ll close with a story that hopefully offers you some
inspiration to keep on keeping on. After a particularly

challenging week I found myself contributing to
negativity more than I should have. At the end of the
week, I told one of my peers at work that I had made
the decision to be positive in spite of the circumstances.
In essence, I decided to plant only positive seeds. She
agreed and vowed to do the same. Our focus had
been drawn inward instead of on our students where it
needed to be.
The next day I met the dad of one of my students for the
first time. He told me that I had played a major role in
changing his son’s life. Apparently his son was kind of
floundering as a college student, not knowing what he
wanted to do. After taking my sports turf management
class, this young man caught fire and developed a
passion for this industry. He is now working as an intern
at an athletic facility and is on his way to his degree and
a great career. My positive crop had come in! This
was great confirmation that my decision to change my
attitude the previous day needed to be a daily decision.
No parting quote this time, just a parting thought. You
never know who needs that positive reinforcement in
their life, or how that may even change the course of
their life (or yours). One thing’s for sure, if you spend
your life focusing on the negative, you will likely never
know how it feels to play a part in changing someone’s
life…for the good! – Brian

The Greater L.A. Basin Chapter
Sports Turf Managers Assoc.
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Mt. SAC Hosts GLAB Sport Turf Seminar

REGISTRATION at the Dec. 16 GLAB Sport

EWING’S Andrew Baker tests the rather cool
(and slightly damp) weather in front of the STMA
vertical banner planted in the courtyard of Mt.
SAC’s Horticulture building.

GLAB SECRETARY Caroline Mitchell (right)

NETWORKING at the seminar are John
Westbrook of JTM Nutrients and William Johnson
of the Mt. SAC Grounds Crew.

PRESENTER Gil Del Rosario’s interesting and

STMA VIPS Scott Deeth of Turf Star, GLAB
Founder Steve Dugas, and Glen Williams,
Landscape and Forestry Services Superintendent
with the City of Burbank, catch up on the latest
industry news.

TREASURER Chaz Perea speaks to the
seminar attendees about “Organic Matter for
Disease Suppression.”

PEST MANAGEMENT expert Bill Blackman

tackles the subject, “Sports Turf Pest Management”
at the Dec. 16 STMA seminar.

FIELD SUPERVISOR Ruben Avila welcomes
guests to the Mt. SAC athletic fields as part of the
group’s tour of the college’s athletic facilities.

MAZMANIAN FIELD, home of the Mt. SAC
Mounties baseball team, is visited by the GLAB
seminar attendees just prior to a light sprinkling
of rare Southern California rain which shortened
the tour.

DISCUSSION LEADER William Johnson shares

MT. SAC STAFF MEMBER Pat Escalera chats

Turf Seminar at Mt. SAC, saw President Brian
Scott (center) processing credit card payments,
and Ed Schmachtenberger (seated) handling the
cash and records.
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informative seminar topic was “Optimizing Weed
Control in Sports Turf.”

valuable insight as he is surrounded by several
seminar attendees on Mt. SAC’s baseball field.

chats with Carol Partridge with the City of Walnut
prior to the start of the seminar.

with the group.

Sports Turf Managers Association - Greater Los Angeles Basin Chapter

Light Rain Doesn’t Dampen Attendees’ Spirits

VIEWED FOR MILES AROUND and from
the air, the Mt. SAC name is proudly written on
the hill behind Mazmanian Field.

PAST GLAB TREASURER Cesar Carbajal
and L.A. Dodgers grounds crew member Justin
Petenaude check out the Mt. SAC fields.

BOARD MEMBER Cameron Smith and

MT. SAC’S Baseball Logo on a banner was the

BACK INDOORS, P.W. Gillibrand’s Caroline

BBQ HELPER during the preparation of a
tasty lunch after the seminar and tour, is Past
GLAB President (and current President-Elect)
Rene Garcia.

last thing attendees saw before their mad dash
back to the classroom to beat the rain.

www.stmalabasin.org

Mitchell chats with Matt Hollan who is the
individual in charge of the field at the Los
Angeles Coliseum.

fellow CPS rep Eddie Medeiros enjoy the athletic
facilities tour.
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Member Showcase

UCLA Baseball’s Jackie Robinson Stadium – Home of Champions
As told by Chris Romo, Field Superintendent

J

ackie Robinson Stadium, Steele
Field, is the home of the 2013
National Champions, UCLA
Bruins Baseball team, NCAA
Division-1 PAC12 Conference.
With a seating capacity of just
over 1800, the stadium is located
in the Westwood neighborhood of
Los Angeles.

GO, BRUINS! Steele Field, the baseball field at

UCLA’s Jackie Robinson Stadium, is one of the
finest in the country, thanks to Chris Romo and his
great crew, and because of a complete renovation it
underwent in 2011-2012.

Among the finest college baseball
facilities in the country, Jackie
Robinson Stadium is equipped
with a fully operational press
box, stadium style seats, stadium
lights for night games, and camera
scaffolding for televised games. It
also features a new, state of the art
HD score board/sound system, a
concession stand with good food
and lots of goodies, an awesome
view of the field from any seat, and
a bronze statue of the first UCLA
student athlete to win varsity letters
in four sports, Jackie Robinson.
The field itself is 90 ft. lazar graded
sand based soil featuring hybrid
Bermuda with rye over seed, and
synthetic turf behind home plate
area. The infield skin, base paths and
home plate area sport a 60/40 soil
mix. The pitcher’s mound is built of
60/40 soil mix with the landing area
and slope mostly clay soil. Field
dimensions are 330 feet down the
foul lines, 370 feet in the left and
right field power alleys, and 395 feet
in the deepest part of center field. A
warning track, made of cinder fines
6
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(crushed volcanic rock/red sand)
surrounds the entire field.
UCLA’s baseball field has undergone
some renovation in recent years. “In
2011 my field went through a major
renovation and was transitioned to a
sand-based field,” said Chris Romo,
Field Superintendent at UCLA’s
Jackie Robinson Stadium. “First, the
infield grass and wings in front of the
dugouts – along with approximately
18” of bad soil – were removed
down to the drainage system. This
was all replaced with sand, graded,
rolled and covered with sod. In 2012
the outfield underwent the same
process,” he added.

Regarding crew size, Romo said,
“The number of crew members
hired varies from year to year. Some
crew members return for the new
season, others graduate or move
on. Our current staff is made up of
eight people, four UCLA students,
one Mt. SAC turf student, and three
non-students with turf experience.
The onsite facilities for UCLA All are good workers and make a
baseball include a club house, locker great crew.”
room, coaches office, umpires locker
room, trainers room, work out Romo made it a point to mention
and weight room, a fully equipped the high expectations and high
hitting facility, home and visitor standards the university, the Athletic
dugouts, and bullpen areas. Romo Department, and the UCLA Bruin
proudly adds to the list, “…and a Baseball Program have regarding
well maintained baseball field for his area of responsibility. “My
games and practice.”
mission and goal is to manage and
maintain our field to the highest
level possible and give the team the
best playing surface to my ability,”
he emphasized.
The primary customers or user
groups that Romo deals with every
day includes everyone related to
sports turf and golf management.
...Continued on Next Page

SMALL ARMY of construction and landscape
workers and equipment turned a good field into a
great one thanks to a complete renovation.

In talking about staffing, Chris
Romo stated, “The people that I
hire for our crew are all part time
seasonal employees. Some are
student workers from our campus
in the UCLA work study program,
some are pursuing knowledge
in the turf industry from other
schools such as Mt. SAC and Cal
Poly Pomona, while others just
like being employed to work on a
baseball field.”

EARLIER

DAYS – This shot of Ed
Schmachtenberger, Cesar Carbajal, Chris Romo and
Brian Scott, recalls the great time the four had at
the 2007 STMA Annual Conference in San Antonio.

Sports Turf Managers Association - Greater Los Angeles Basin Chapter

Member Showcase

UCLA Jackie Robinson Stadium
...Continued from Previous Page

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Chris Romo is shown here
receiving a plaque signifying
his being awarded a scholarship
from Safer Athletic Field
Environments (SAFE).

To meet the needs of his
substantial list of “clients,”
Romo has learned to think
(and look) outside the box.
“In our world (the turf
industry), I try my best to
utilize all sources available to
make this challenging job a bit
easier,” he advises. “Working
with other turf managers,
professors, vendors, etc.
provides each of us support,
knowledge and networking
as we help one another in
challenging situations, and to
ultimately succeed.”

Discussing the challenges his
position brings, Romo refers
to meeting budgets, dealing
with high traffic areas, long
game schedules (takes a
toll on the field), practices
between game schedules,
baseball camps, baseball
showcases, Mother Nature,
and equipment failure.
In a bit of reflection, Romo
offered the following: “I
feel very fortunate to be
where I’m at, and to have
a career working in Sports
Turf Management. However,
I did work hard to attain
this position, and I’m still
working hard to keep it.”

HONORING A LEGEND

Chris Romo emphasizes that
Jackie Robinson was the first
UCLA student athlete to win
varsity letters in four sports.

About Chris Romo
Chris Romo is Field Superintendent for UCLA Baseball’s
Jackie Robinson Stadium, a position he has held for the
last seven years. Prior to coming to UCLA, he worked for
the Los Angeles Dodgers for 11 years under Eric Hansen
and many other knowledgeable Dodger grounds crew
members. He received his formal education at Mt. San
Antonio College, but also credits much of his success to
networking with and learning from many others in the
Sports Turf Industry.
“I’m still getting educated,” said Romo.
education never ends.”

“…because

Support Those Who Support Our Chapter
www.stmalabasin.org
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Industry News

2015 STMA National Conference Held in Denver
• GLAB President Brian Scott Receives National Honors

By GLAB Founder Steve Dugas, C.S.F.M. Supervisor of Athletic Fields & Irrigation, USC

O

nce again record numbers, 200 exhibitors and
1,200 attendees from nine countries, attended
the Annual Sports Turf Managers Association
Conference and Exposition in chilly Denver, Colorado
January 13-16, marking the 30th anniversary of the
STMA’s initial formation in Denver. The four-day event
was highlighted by the Seminar on Wheels Tour at
various professional, collegiate and youth sports fields
in the Denver region. In addition, attendees took part
in more than 60 educational sessions.
This year, the Student Challenge saw 31 teams sign up
for the event. Students represented both two and fouryear colleges from across the nation. Representing the
Greater L.A. Basin Chapter, Mt. SAC sent two teams to
compete in the two year category, finishing second and
third in the exam on January 15. Way to go, Mounties!

At the annual awards banquet
our own GLAB President,
Brian Scott was the surprise
winner of the Dr. William H.
Daniel Award, “…given to
an individual who has made
significant contributions to the
sports turf industry through
his or her research, teaching
or extension outreach. The
influence of these individuals
in the industry may be highly
visible or behind the scenes”
and the consistent success of Mt.
SAC’s Student Challenge teams is a testament to that
success. Congratulations, Brian!
The 2016 event will be held in San Diego January 19-22.
Hope to see you there!

Join the Greater LA Basin Chapter of the SportsTurf Managers Association!
Find information at our Chapter website: www.stmalabasin.org.
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Mt. SAC Has Another Strong Finish in Student Challenge

Turf Teams Soar to New Heights in Denver
By Brian Scott, STMA President

Some interesting facts about our test scores this year are:
• Mt. SAC team 206 had the highest score in the multiple
choice category of the test amongst all of the two year
teams, and the second highest score out of all 31 teams.
• Mt.SAC team 202 had the highest score on the Maladies
Identification amongst all of the two year teams and was
fifth highest score amongst all 4 year teams. Great job
Mt. SAC!

GROUP SHOT of all Mt. SAC students and faculty who attended the
challenge includes Cody Chavez, Brian Scott, Araceli Reza, Oscar Del Real,
Chaz Perea, Gretchen Heimlich, Sean McLaughlin, Jessica Weber, Andrew
Han, Ashley Simpkins, and Kayla Coveney.

Due to the generosity of Hunter Industries (thanks
Lynda Wightman!) and the SAFE Foundation, students
competing in the Student Challenge are awarded free
conference registrations.

Mt. SAC Turf Teams continue to be more consistent than
any other school in placing teams in the top three places
he Eleventh Annual Student Challenge took year in and year out. Since 2007, we have had four first
place in Denver, Colorado at the Sports Turf place finishes, three second place finishes and five third
Managers Association’s 26th Annual Conference place finishes. In the nine years we have competed, the
and Exhibition. The conference was held January 13-16, only year we did not have a team finish in the top three
2015. Mt. SAC enrolled eight students on two teams into was 2010, when we finished fourth overall.
the competition. We also had one alternate who ended
up competing on the Ohio State team because they were As I stated last year, I believe this consistency is a
short one team member. For the third consecutive year testimony to the quality of students that come through
our program every year, and their commitment to
we have featured a co-ed group of students.
excellence. It is also due to the commitment of the
I am proud to report that both teams had outstanding coaches in the preparation process. I would specifically
finishes. Team 206 finished in second place and team like to recognize Chaz Perea, who once again raised the
202 finished in third place in the Two Year College bar for our students. He spent countless hours helping
category. First place went to Penn State this year. the students with study materials and strategies again
Team 206 members are Cody Chavez, Araceli Reza, this year.
Gretchen Heimlich and Sean McLaughlin. Team
202 members are Jessica Weber, Andrew Han, Oscar The 2015 Mt. Sac Turf Team would like to thank the
Del Real and Kayla Coveney. Our alternate, Ashley following sponsors for making it possible for them to
Simpkins, competed on the Ohio State four-year compete this year: West Coast Turf, Mt. SAC Associated
team. She helped them finish in sixth place in the four- Students and the Greater L.A. Basin STMA. The
year competition. The team coaches are Horticulture donations of these organizations funded the team’s trip
Professors Brian Scott, and Chaz Perea (who is also the this year. We truly could not have done it without their
support. Thank you all!
Landscape Manager for the Los Angeles Dodgers).

T

The Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) Student
Challenge consists of several parts. Included in the test
are Turfgrass Identification, Selection and Morphology,
Soil Management, Soil Fertility, Water Management,
Drainage, Turfgrass Mathematics, Pest Identification
and Management, Sports Field Management (both turf
and non-turf areas), and essay questions pertaining to
real life sports turf management scenarios.
This year there were 31 teams from across the country, 8
of which were in the two year college category.

Congratulations Mt. SAC!
www.stmalabasin.org
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Technical Corner

Successfully Installing Subsurface Drip Irrigation (SDI) in Turf

L

By Bill Millward, Netafim

ike most things, if you have the right plan from
the start, results are typically better. Installing
subsurface drip irrigation in a turf application is no
exception to this rule. Follow these simple steps and start
enjoying quality turf areas while experiencing significant
water savings.
Before installation a good design is always advisable.
Make sure that available water and component sizing
supports the amount of tubing to be placed. Remember
½” in-line tubing will only support 5gpm and the proper
sizing of supply and exhaust headers are essential in larger
systems. Most SDI should be looped with a manual flush
valve placed at the end of the line. Flush valves should
also be sized appropriately based on total flow.

Now place the soil back onto the system. Make sure the
final grade is smooth without rocks and other debris that
would hamper uniformity of water. Next, and vital, in
creating uniformed wetting pattern, is even compaction
of the soil. Compaction can’t be overstated in the
overall success of SDI. A vibratory plate is recommended
as the consistency of the compacted area is again
extremely important.

Before sod is installed it’s important to run the system
and visibly examine the wetting patterns. Wetting
patterns should be even and begin to completely wet
the area the longer the system runs. If wetting patterns
don’t appear to be uniform go back and review the steps
above. When un-even distribution of water is observed
it’s typically because the hydraulics of the system
During the design process selecting a product suitable haven’t been supported properly or compaction isn’t
for subsurface application is key. The emitter in the consistent throughout the area. Most quality in-line drip
tubing must have features that prevent clogging and root tubing is pressure compensating, meaning if a specific
intrusion so even distribution of water is ensured for pressure range is met the water from each emitter will
many years. One such feature is an anti-siphon feature be distributed evenly. Sod shouldn’t be installed until
that is built into each emitter. An anti-siphon feature maximum uniformity is reached.
prevents the emitter from vacuuming debris back into
itself when the system turns off. A continuous flushing Install the sod properly, make sure to properly knit the
emitter is also important as it prevents clogging and the edges of the soil together. Roll the sod to ensure good
build-up of debris. And, finally, using an inline dripline contact with the soil. Thoroughly wet the sod from
with a built in check valve in each emitter will deliver above after installation. During periods of extremely
more precise watering while preventing any low emitter hot weather, supplemental watering may be necessary
during the establishment period. During establishment
drainage from the drip system when it’s turned off.
run the system several times daily. The objective is to
Another key is selecting a flow rate and emitter spacing maintain a very moist soil condition until the roots
appropriate to your soil type. All soils are unique and are established.
support different water holding characteristics. Knowing
how the water infiltrates through the soil is imperative After establishment or once the sod can’t be pulled up at
in selecting the correct tubing for your application. For the edges a daily or every-other-day watering schedule
example, a clay soil typically holds the water, thus an should be maintained. It’s important to remember that
in-line tubing that has lower flow emitters and a wider the soil must stay moist in an SDI application, never
allow the soil to completely dry. Water has a much more
emitter spacing is recommended.
difficult time moving through dry soil than moist soils.
Subsurface drip irrigation (SDI) should be installed 4” Wetting pattern size will diminish in a dry soil. Water
to 6” beneath the turf. In dry hot climates test results requirements vary based on weather conditions and
indicate that 6” is better than 4”. For best results it is plant type. If a 50 minute run time is required to replace
always better to excavate the soil in the questioned area. the water lost, it’s better to run two 25 minute run times
Up to 15% organic matter may be blended into the soil separated by a couple of hours. This will help push
that was excavated. A soil analysis can also be helpful in your wetting patterns out farther or what the industry
calls “pulsing.”
determining nutrient levels in the soil.
Placing the in-line tubing on grade with particular Turf has so many benefits. We can still have beautiful,
attention to even uniformity of the lateral row spacing healthy turf areas while reducing water consumption
and tubing depth is essential. If possible triangulating the through the installation of subsurface drip irrigation!
emitters will achieve a greater distribution uniformity.
Once installation is complete run the system inspecting
the overall uniformity and performance.
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Student Profile

Key Internships and Turf Team Participation – A Pathway to Success

E

By Cody Chavez, Assistant Grounds Manager UC Irvine

nrolling in Mt. San Antonio College’s Turf and
Horticulture program has been one of the best
decisions I’ve made thus far in order to a create
a fulfilling and successful career for myself. I am so
grateful to have heard about Mt. SAC’s reputation of
having a solid Turfgrass and Horticulture program,
and the success that students have found from those
programs. I was motivated then, and still am motivated
to continue my education at Mt. SAC.

Jupiter, Florida last year. Roger Dean Stadium is the
Miami Marlins and St. Louis Cardinals Spring Training
complex, and is home to their affiliate Minor League
teams. It also hosts many tournaments and operates
year ‘round. It has been known to be one of the busiest
baseball complexes in the United States. Currently, I
work as the Assistant Grounds Manager at UC Irvine
under Scott Lupold (Mt. SAC alum).

I really have enjoyed all of the classes I have taken thus far,
that lead to the Certificate in Sports Turf Management.
This certificate program is hands down one of the best
educational programs to prepare students to enter the
sports turf and golf course industry; and to excel at high
levels in those industries as well. I’ve had the privilege
of taking courses from Brian Scott, Chaz Perea and Tom
Visosky so far. Each professor is very dedicated to their
instruction and is effective at giving the students real
world work situations and examples. But, what I enjoy
most is how personable the instructors are and that they
actually get to know their students. It really adds to the
experience and fosters a better learning atmosphere.

Without a doubt, the highlight of my time at Mt. SAC
has being participating on the Turf Team. We don’t
have room to go into all the details here that comprise
the Turf Team, student challenge and subsequent Sports
Turf Manager Conference. But in short summary,
Chaz and Brian prepare us for months studying all
of the facets of turf management in order to compete
against different universities on a sports turf industry
related exam. Every year Mt. SAC’s Turf Team is a top
contending team and has earned many 1st place finishes
which brings money to the program. All of the Turf
Team’s success is credited to Chaz and Brian. A lot of
hard work is put into preparing for this event, and it’s a
great time as well.

The internships I’ve had the opportunity to work while
at Mt. SAC have been outstanding. For example, another
Mt. SAC turf student, Oscar Del Real and I worked on
the UCLA grounds crew for the 2014 baseball season.
This internship really is what got our foot in the door for
working in this industry. This also helped me receive a
summer internship working at Roger Dean Stadium in

In summary, my experience at Mt. SAC has been
nothing but beneficial and positive. I can directly credit
any and all technical knowledge I’ve gained, the valuable
internship opportunities I have been fortunate enough
to pursue, and my current employment in the turfgrass
industry, to my last year-and-a-half of education at Mt.
SAC…and to being part of its Turf Team.

www.stmalabasin.org
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