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Fourth	Sunday	in	Lent																	

 

The fourth of our “heart issues” that 
we will be considering over the 
weeks of Lent will be the issue of our 
enemies.  Enemies have been 
around forever it seems, and our 
enemies, those who would like us to 
fail or be defeated, have been 
around as long as we have. 

The Pharisees created a situation 
when the man with blindness was 
cured by Jesus.  They could not, and 
would not, accept that Jesus had the 
ability to perform any miracles.  They 
searched for every possible answer 

other than the one that was staring them in the face-that only God can do things like 
this, and therefore Jesus must in fact be who He says He is! 

The Pharisees drew the line against Jesus and began to make sure they would do 
Him in.  How human a situation is then transformed because these people decided 
that they would oppose the Kingdom that Jesus was bringing.  It was not to their 
liking.  It would not move forward, if they had anything to do with it. 

We often allow the situations to get in our way of living life in peace and harmony.  
We allow our emotions to cloud our judgements in the same manner as the 
Pharisees did in this situation.  It seems that the longer and harder we think on 
those who have done us wrong, we tend to vilify them even more.  This of course 
sets arbitrary boundaries between us, when God would have us act otherwise. 

Accepting those who might have done something against us, or those who just 
seem to want to harm us or simply get in our face, is difficult.   We put up the 
resistance.  We are the ones who allow the hole to get dug deeper.  We keep the 
animosity alive and well in our minds.  Yet what if that were different? 

Jesus’ healing of the blind man turned the logical perspective that a man was 
punished according to the level of his sin on its head.  The Pharisees seemed to try 
to keep the claim that the man was not blind, or if he was blind, there was some 
sort of trickery involved.  They would not accept the obvious responsibility that they 
were the ones keeping the argument going.  Do we do the same? 
   
        Pastor Jonathon Kosec 
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME  

Pre-Service Music 
Welcome and Announcements  

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER  

As we observe this Lenten season, may the message of the Gospel accounts of the 
work of Jesus Christ guide us and allow the revelation of the Kingdom of God  to speak 
to our hearts and motivate a renewed sense of purpose even today. May the feelings in 
our hearts be matched with the actions of our hands, our feet, even our words. For the 
times we have neglected to do this, or avoided doing this, we know we need to offer our 
confession to Almighty God:  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the things 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen  

ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake, 
and by His promise, forgives us all our sin. Therefore on His behalf, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin no more, 
that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our Lord Jesus in all 
we say and all we do, we pray in His Holy Name, Amen  

HYMN 11 Praise to the Lord the Almighty  1+4 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):  Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, 
and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC      The Old Rugged Cross                              Dean Carson, Soloist

THE FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 16:1-13                    New Living Translation (NLT) 

Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected 
him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man 
named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” But 
Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a 
sacrifice to the Lord. Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons 
to anoint for me.” 

  So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in 
peace?”  “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too. 

When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the Lord’s 
anointed!” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But 
Samuel said, “This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” Next Jesse summoned Shimea, 
but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” In the same way all 
seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 
has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep 
and goats.”  “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he 
arrives.”  So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. 

And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.”  So as David stood there among his 
brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the 
oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then 
Samuel returned to Ramah. 

THE SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 5:8-14                New Living Translation (NLT) 

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as 
people of light!   For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 
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Carefully determine what pleases the Lord.   Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil 
and darkness; instead, expose them.   It is shameful even to talk about the things that 
ungodly people do in secret.   But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light 
shines on them,  for the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, “Awake, O 
sleeper, rise up from the dead,  and Christ will give you light.” 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 9                                         New Living Translation (NLT) 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth.  “Rabbi,” his 
disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or 
his parents’ sins?” 

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so 
the power of God could be seen in him.   We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned 
us by the one who sent us.  The night is coming, and then no one can work.   But while I 
am here in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the 
blind man’s eyes.  He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means 
“sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing! 

His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this 
the man who used to sit and beg?”  Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just 
looks like him!”  But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” 

They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?”  He told them, “The man they call 
Jesus made mud and spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and 
wash yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can see!” 

 “Where is he now?” they asked. “I don’t know,” he replied. Then they took the man who 
had been blind to the Pharisees,  because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made 
the mud and healed him.  The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told them, 
“He put the mud over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!” 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the 
Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” 
So there was a deep division of opinion among them.  Then the Pharisees again 
questioned the man who had been blind and demanded, “What’s your opinion about this 
man who healed you?” 

The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.”  The Jewish leaders still refused to 
believe the man had been blind and could now see, so they called in his parents.   They 
asked them, “Is this your son? Was he born blind? If so, how can he now see?” 
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His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he was born blind, but we don’t 
know how he can see or who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for 
himself.”  His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had 
announced that anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the 
synagogue.   That’s why they said, “He is old enough. Ask him.” 

So for the second time they called in the man who had been blind and told him, “God 
should get the glory for this,  because we know this man Jesus is a sinner.” “I don’t 
know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But I know this: I was blind, and now I 
can see! “But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?” 

“Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you listen? Why do you want to hear 
it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”   Then they cursed him and said, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses!   We know God spoke to Moses, 
but we don’t even know where this man comes from.” 

“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know 
where he comes from?  We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to 
hear those who worship him and do his will.   Ever since the world began, no one has 
been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
couldn’t have done it.” 

“You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they 
threw him out of the synagogue. When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the 
man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  The man answered, “Who is he, 
sir? I want to believe in him.”  “You have seen him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to 
you!” 

“Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he worshiped Jesus.   Then Jesus told him, “I 
entered this world to render judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show those who 
think they see that they are blind.” Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard 
him and asked, “Are you saying we’re blind?” 

  “If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you remain guilty 
because you claim you can see. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 

SERMON         “Enemies”                              Pastor Jonathon Kosec 

SERMON HYMN:  46 Crown Him with Many Crowns  1,4,7 
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OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 
third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

THE OFFERING: 
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here 
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
    -PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION,  LORD’S PRAYER 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
THE COMMUNION BLESSING  

HYMN 54 Beautiful Savior 1+4 
       
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  
C. Thanks be to God 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +      

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!  Thank you for joining us as we worship 
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  We are happy you are here!   Please take 
a moment to turn your Cell Phone or other devices to mute, so they do not go off 
during the service and become disruptive.  We appreciate your help to this regard.  
And thanks again for being here with us this morning! 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  We take time during our service to offer petitions for the prayer 
needs of ourselves, our families, our friends, and the world.  Please give those 
requests to Pastor at the beginning portion of the service so they can be included in 
our prayers during worship today.
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INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO BE WITH US THIS LENTEN SEASON!  Traditionally a 
season of preparation and reflection, we hope to have a new look on the traditions 
of Lent as we celebrate the work that Jesus accomplished on the cross. “GIVE IT 
UP! will be the guiding theme as we examine the various things people have given 
up in observance of the Lenten season, but with more attention as to what Jesus 
would have us do.   It might be the best time to bring someone with you and form a 
new church relationship together!  Next Sunday we will look at our LIVES. 

OUR NEXT BIBLE STUDY will be Wednesday, April 5 at 10:00 AM, when we will 
continue our study on Romans.  In the near future we will begin a “Heroes of the 
Bible” series, where each study will take an in-depth look at a number of biblical 
figures.  Geri McGary had this great suggestion, and we will have fun digging into 
all of the “inside” stories of these Biblical heroes.  

Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC 
14344 Jamison Way  Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Website: http://www.oslc-lcmc.com  
Office: (941) 249-5108 
Worship Time: Sunday 10 A.M.    
Bible Study: Times as announced 

Rev. Jonathon Kosec, Lead Pastor  
Pastor’s email: jonathonkosec@gmail.com  
Cell Phone: (941) 916-7300
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