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Education 

 
 

Ph.D. in Political Science, Boston University, Boston, MA                                                           2017 

 Dissertation: ”Civil society under authoritarian rule: disasters, social capital, and their 

consequences in Chinese state-society relations” 

 Committee: Joseph Fewsmith, John Gerring, William W. Grimes, Taylor Boas 

 General Exams: Comparative Politics (major), International Relations (second major), and Chinese 

Politics (minor) 

 

M.A. in International Affairs, American University, Washington D.C.                                         

Thesis defense: pass with distinction                                                                                  2008-2010 

 

B.A. in Politics and Government (major), Business Administration (major), Leadership Studies (minor), 

Ripon College, Ripon, (Valedictorian, Phi Beta Kappa)                                               2005-2008 

Washington Semester Program, International Law and Organization, American University, Washington 

D.C                                                                                                                               2008  

 
 

 

Academic Appointments 
 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Christopher Newport University,          2017- 

o Ongoing courses: International Political Economy, Comparative and International Politics, 

East Asian Politics, Senior Seminar in Political Science, People Power and Change: 

Leadership as a Practice 

 Lecturer, Department of International Relations and Department of Political Science, Boston 

University,                                                                                                                 2012-2016 

o Courses taught: The Rise of China (multiple semesters in 2016); Public Policy and State-

Society Relations (2015 and 2016); Readings in Public Policy (2014 and 2015); Intro to 

Comparative Politics (2014); China: from revolution to reform (multiple semesters in 
2013); The Pacific Challenge (2012).   

 Researcher, School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University     2014-2017 

 Teaching Fellow, department of Political Science, Boston University,                                2010-2014  

mailto:taiyi.sun@cnu.edu
http://www.taiyisun.com/
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o Courses taught: Intro to International Relations, intro to Comparative Politics (multiple 

semesters since 2010). Taught and facilitated student discussions three hours per week 

alongside lectures 

 Research Assistant and Teaching Assistant: 

o RA and TA, American University                                                                   2008-2010 

o RA, Ripon College                                                                                       2006-2008 

 
 

 

Research and Teaching Interest 
 
 

Chinese politics (elite politics and grassroots politics) 

Civil society and social organizations 

Civic engagement education 

Disaster politics 

International Relations with a focus on East Asia 

Global environmental politics  

International Political Economy  

 
 

 

Academic Publications 
 

 

Work published or accepted 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Controlling Civil Society from the Bottom up,” Journal of Contemporary China. (Accepted, 

forthcoming)                                                                                                                       est. 2022 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Importing Civic Engagement into Authoritarian China,” in Teaching Civic Engagement 

Globally, Elizabeth Matto, Alison McCartney, Elizabeth A. Bennion, Taiyi Sun, Alasdair Blair, Dawn 

Whitehead, and Dick Simpson ed. American Political Science Association Press                               2021 

 

Elizabeth C. Matto and Taiyi Sun, “Civic Engagement Pedagogy Across the Globe: Introduction,” in 

Teaching Civic Engagement Globally, Elizabeth Matto, Alison McCartney, Elizabeth A. Bennion, Taiyi Sun, 

Alasdair Blair, Dawn Whitehead, and Dick Simpson ed. American Political Science Association Press 2021   

 

Taiyi Sun and Quansheng Zhao, “Delegated Censorship: The Dynamic, Decentralized, and Multi-Layered 

Information Control Regime in China,” Politics and Society, May                                                   2021  

 
Taiyi Sun, “Vaccine Diplomacy and Sino-US Relations,” World Affairs (世界知识), 77(3): 48-50.        2021 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Forced Experimentation: Teaching Civic Engagement Online amid COVID-19,” PS: Political 

Science & Politics, 54(1): 176-178                                                                                             2020 

 

Quansheng Zhao, Taiyi Sun, Jin Du, Zheng Gao, Yuqing Xing, and Yun Zhang, “The International 

Relations of the Asia-Pacific under COVID-19,” Japan Studies, 174: 1-16.                                      2020 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Deliberate Differentiation for Outsourcing Responsibilities: The Logic of China’s Behavior 

toward Civil Society Organizations,” The China Quarterly, 240: 880-905.                                       2019 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Civic Transformation in the Wake of the Wenchuan Earthquake: State, Society, and the 
Individual,” in Dog Days: A Year of Chinese Labour, Civil Society, and rights, Edited by Ivan 

Franceschini and Nicholas Loubere, ANU Press: 200-204.                                                             2019 
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Quansheng Zhao, Ka Zeng, Xuanxuan Wu, Junda Jin, Jianmin Jin, Hongwei Zhao, Taiyi Sun, Sishen He, 

and Yixiao Jiang, “Pen Talks of Overseas Scholars on ‘Positive Development of RCEP and Its Strategic 

Significance,’” Japan Studies, 171: 1-10.                                                                                    2019 

 

Taiyi Sun, review of The Politics of Compassion: The Sichuan Earthquake and Civic Engagement in 

China, by Bin Xu, China Information, March, 33(1).                                                                     2019 

 
Taiyi Sun, “The Skeptical Society in Rural Sichuan.” Chinese Philanthropy: Past, Present And Future 中国

慈善事业：过去，现在与未来. Caroline Reeves and Gao Xi, ed. Fudan University Press. [CENSORED]             2018  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Civic Transformation in the Wake of the Wenchuan Earthquake: State, Society, and the 

Individual,” Made in China, 3(1): 66-70.                                                                                     2018 

 

Taiyi Sun, review of Shaken Authority: China’s Communist Party and the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake, by 

Christian P. Sorace, Journal of Chinese Political Science, 23(2): 307-308.                                      2018 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Earthquakes, state weakness, and the outcomes of the Arab Spring,” Asian and African 

Studies (亚非研究), accepted and was ready to be published in Mandarin Chinese [CENSORED]        2018                         

 

Taiyi Sun, “Earthquakes and the Typologies of State-CSO Relations in China: A Dynamic Framework,” 

China Information, November, 31(3): 304-326.                                                                           2017 

 

Suzanne Lea and Taiyi Sun, “Diversity in the Facilitated Classroom” Controversial History Education in 

Asian Contexts, Routledge, (http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415833523/)                  2014 
 

Taiyi Sun, “China’s Pegged Exchange Rate and its Political Economy” Journal of International Service, 

9(2): 69-82                                                                                                                                     2010 

 

Work under review 

 

Taiyi Sun, Disruptions as Opportunities: Governing the Chinese Society with Interactive Authoritarianism, 

the University of Michigan Press. (Book contract signed on July 29, 2021, revised draft due in 2022) 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Developmental States and Environment: Governed Market and Environmental Motivations in 

China and Japan,” book chapter, World Scientific Reference. (Abstract accepted, book draft currently 

under review) 

 

Taiyi Sun, “The evolution and destabilization of US foreign policy towards China,” Contemporary American 
Review (当代美国评论). (R&R) 

 

Working papers:  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The Trump Administration’s Jacksonian Foreign Policy and its implications to the cross-strait 

relations,” (Abstract accepted by the Carter Center’s Sixth Young Scholars Forum on U.S.-China Relations) 

 

Taiyi Sun, “Global Public Goods Provision and its Implications for China’s Soft Power,” International Politics 

Study (国际政治研究). 

 

Chris Carothers and Taiyi Sun, “Bipartisanship on China in a Divided America?”  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Earthquakes, state weakness, and the outcomes of the Arab Spring” (in English) 

 

Taiyi Sun and John Gerring, “The origin of social capital: great transformation in quake-stricken China” 
 

Taiyi Sun, “Water, Conflicts, and Peace” 

 

Work in progress 

http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415833523/
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Taiyi Sun, “Community empowerment in the marginalized population in urban areas” 

 

International Media Appearances and Op-eds 
 

International TV commentator, appearing on Phoenix TV (multiple shows including Tiger Talk, From 

Phoenix to the World, Global Updates, Journalist on the Spot) and Shenzhen Satellite TV. There were 

about 40 appearances as an expert commentator from August 2020 to August 2021.  

 

Interviewed and quoted by international media on a regular basis.   

 

Op-eds published in an international periodical HongKong 01 or HK01. There were four op-eds published 

in 2021. There were also more than 200 political commentaries published in various international media 

outlets between 2016 and 2021.   

 

Non-Peer-Reviewed Publications in Mandarin 
 

Taiyi Sun, “The Implications of the U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan,” HK01 (香港 01), August 16, 

2021    

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden’s two-sided diplomacy,” Global China, August 6, 2021 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/C0IC9wLUbyDnndq8O8kNbw  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden’s China Policy,” HK01 (香港 01), July 26, 2021    

 

Taiyi Sun, “The United States is back, but may be treated differently,” Global China, July 3, 2021 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Lnpr6XkjbABXL6dilRAXww  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The Biden-Putin Summit and New Dynamics in Great Power Politics,” HK01 (香港 01), 

June 28, 2021  

https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/644286/%E4%B8%AD%E7%BE%8E%E6%AD

%90%E4%BF%84%E5%90%84%E6%9C%89%E7%9B%A4%E7%AE%97-%E6%99%AE%E6%8B

%9C%E6%9C%83%E4%B9%8B%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E5%A4%9A%E6%96%B9%E5%8D

%9A%E5%BC%88  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The Calculations behind the COVID-19 Origin Probe,” HK01 (香港 01), June 15, 2021 

https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/639283/%E5%BF%BD%E7%84%B6%E9%87%

8D%E6%8B%BE%E7%89%B9%E6%9C%97%E6%99%AE%E8%A9%B1%E9%A1%8C-%E6%8B

%86%E8%A7%A3%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB-%E7%97%85%E6%AF%92%E6%BA%AF%E6%B

A%90-%E8%83%8C%E5%BE%8C%E8%A8%88%E7%AE%97  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The foundation of US’ relationship with its Asian allies is still national interest,” Global 

China, May 31, 2021 https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/xQudoFHXgrerknmSjJTb6Q  

 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/C0IC9wLUbyDnndq8O8kNbw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Lnpr6XkjbABXL6dilRAXww
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/644286/%E4%B8%AD%E7%BE%8E%E6%AD%90%E4%BF%84%E5%90%84%E6%9C%89%E7%9B%A4%E7%AE%97-%E6%99%AE%E6%8B%9C%E6%9C%83%E4%B9%8B%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E5%A4%9A%E6%96%B9%E5%8D%9A%E5%BC%88
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/644286/%E4%B8%AD%E7%BE%8E%E6%AD%90%E4%BF%84%E5%90%84%E6%9C%89%E7%9B%A4%E7%AE%97-%E6%99%AE%E6%8B%9C%E6%9C%83%E4%B9%8B%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E5%A4%9A%E6%96%B9%E5%8D%9A%E5%BC%88
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/644286/%E4%B8%AD%E7%BE%8E%E6%AD%90%E4%BF%84%E5%90%84%E6%9C%89%E7%9B%A4%E7%AE%97-%E6%99%AE%E6%8B%9C%E6%9C%83%E4%B9%8B%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E5%A4%9A%E6%96%B9%E5%8D%9A%E5%BC%88
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/644286/%E4%B8%AD%E7%BE%8E%E6%AD%90%E4%BF%84%E5%90%84%E6%9C%89%E7%9B%A4%E7%AE%97-%E6%99%AE%E6%8B%9C%E6%9C%83%E4%B9%8B%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E5%A4%9A%E6%96%B9%E5%8D%9A%E5%BC%88
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/639283/%E5%BF%BD%E7%84%B6%E9%87%8D%E6%8B%BE%E7%89%B9%E6%9C%97%E6%99%AE%E8%A9%B1%E9%A1%8C-%E6%8B%86%E8%A7%A3%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB-%E7%97%85%E6%AF%92%E6%BA%AF%E6%BA%90-%E8%83%8C%E5%BE%8C%E8%A8%88%E7%AE%97
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/639283/%E5%BF%BD%E7%84%B6%E9%87%8D%E6%8B%BE%E7%89%B9%E6%9C%97%E6%99%AE%E8%A9%B1%E9%A1%8C-%E6%8B%86%E8%A7%A3%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB-%E7%97%85%E6%AF%92%E6%BA%AF%E6%BA%90-%E8%83%8C%E5%BE%8C%E8%A8%88%E7%AE%97
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/639283/%E5%BF%BD%E7%84%B6%E9%87%8D%E6%8B%BE%E7%89%B9%E6%9C%97%E6%99%AE%E8%A9%B1%E9%A1%8C-%E6%8B%86%E8%A7%A3%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB-%E7%97%85%E6%AF%92%E6%BA%AF%E6%BA%90-%E8%83%8C%E5%BE%8C%E8%A8%88%E7%AE%97
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/639283/%E5%BF%BD%E7%84%B6%E9%87%8D%E6%8B%BE%E7%89%B9%E6%9C%97%E6%99%AE%E8%A9%B1%E9%A1%8C-%E6%8B%86%E8%A7%A3%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB-%E7%97%85%E6%AF%92%E6%BA%AF%E6%BA%90-%E8%83%8C%E5%BE%8C%E8%A8%88%E7%AE%97
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/xQudoFHXgrerknmSjJTb6Q
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Taiyi Sun, “Biden’s Strategic Delay Approach,” HK01 (香港 01), May 24, 2021 

https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%

A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7

%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9

C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81

%B2  

 

Taiyi Sun, “India and the Sino-US relations,” Global China, May 17, 2021 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/kPkOAqbU4QG7xkW-oS_UFQ  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why is Blinken bringing up human capital at this moment?” Global China, May 3, 2021 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/KHESdWF1VNmYXT9MUxcuyw  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden as a realist,” Global China, April 30, 2021 https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/fvn5W4kN_-

VVsgAi7JQYAw  

 

Taiyi Sun, “New developments of debates on ‘strategic ambiguity’ towards Taiwan,” Global China, 

April 15, 2021 https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YUqnw195jPfTIlftdMDCnA  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why is the Biden administration pushing for high price tag proposals now?” The Paper, 

April 1, 2021 

 

Taiyi Sun, “On Biden’s alliance strategy and its implications for the Indo-Pacific region,” Global China, 

Mar.14, 2021 https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/21m3xWVKz59iCxKooMbtoQ  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden’s foreign policy: Wilsonian or Hamiltonian?” Grandview Institution, March 13, 2021 

 

Taiyi Sun, “New Dynamics in the Sino-US-Europe-Russia Relations,” Global China, Feb.10, 2021 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/JdWj9u04_E13Vh3WD07Ydg>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Re-Rebalancing? Biden’s Asia policy and Sino-US Relations,” Global China, Jan.29, 2021 

< https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/nhGatMrnZUmM0XQyMLpXUA>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “’Law and Order’ is just a tool for Trump,” Global China, Jan.13, 2021 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/KN0kip2wNrxeslMmfcQung>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “There were potentially three coup attempts on Jan.6,” The Observer, Jan.7, 2020 < 

https://www.guancha.cn/suntaiyi/2021_01_07_577078.shtml>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Remembering Ezra Vogel: Social Sciences are about people after all,” Global China, 

Dec.25, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/El-DW4e1148hHJom4vKEAg>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Assessing Biden’s foreign policy team,” Global China, Dec.15, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/o6Cy3Jf-vitKcLgzXNawiw>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why during the peak of the pandemic, the U.S. disposable income per capita continues to 

climb?” Global China, Nov.8, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/rA_65hm68GUkeCTUD68zCw>  

 

https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81%B2
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81%B2
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81%B2
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81%B2
https://www.hk01.com/%E5%91%A8%E5%A0%B1/629841/%E6%8B%9C%E7%99%BB%E9%A2%A8%E6%A0%BC-%E4%B8%8A-%E5%BE%9E%E8%99%95%E7%90%86%E4%BB%A5%E5%B7%B4%E5%95%8F%E9%A1%8C%E6%89%8B%E6%B3%95-%E7%AA%BA%E6%8E%A2%E6%9C%89%E6%84%8F%E5%9C%96%E7%9A%84-%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E5%BB%B6%E9%81%B2
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/kPkOAqbU4QG7xkW-oS_UFQ
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/KHESdWF1VNmYXT9MUxcuyw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/fvn5W4kN_-VVsgAi7JQYAw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/fvn5W4kN_-VVsgAi7JQYAw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/YUqnw195jPfTIlftdMDCnA
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/21m3xWVKz59iCxKooMbtoQ
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/JdWj9u04_E13Vh3WD07Ydg
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/nhGatMrnZUmM0XQyMLpXUA
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/KN0kip2wNrxeslMmfcQung
https://www.guancha.cn/suntaiyi/2021_01_07_577078.shtml
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/El-DW4e1148hHJom4vKEAg
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/o6Cy3Jf-vitKcLgzXNawiw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/rA_65hm68GUkeCTUD68zCw
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Taiyi Sun, “On the ‘Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act,’ ” The Observer, Dec.4, 2020 < 

https://www.guancha.cn/suntaiyi/2020_12_04_573450.shtml>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why is the Biden administration considering a ‘Director of Asian Affairs’?” Global China, 

Dec.3, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/AsISIbZymvQpRGy8mJ-1yw>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Is Trump planning a 2024 run?” The Observer, Nov.27, 2020 < 

https://www.guancha.cn/suntaiyi/2020_11_27_572770.shtml>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Understanding RCEP’s importance and limitations,” Global China, Nov. 18, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/imZmBm1WTIy9m7zxAtb4gw>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why the Democrats winning both Senate seats from Georgia is important for the Sino-U.S. 

relations?” Global China, Nov.12, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/julzW9pjr8WxFn_tdvvdAg>   

 

Taiyi Sun, “The Biden win might be an opportunity for the GOP,” Global China, Nov.10, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hnGVp8x_M1bcoBrM5Tuc2A>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden has just won four years, the GOP might have won a decade,” Inside the Beltway, 

Nov.7, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/78BiOPsIzUsUajXgbZZ_Zg>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The election is still unfolding as scripted,” Global China, Nov.4, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/zNeYg13OnrsCttFJ-F9gww>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “The drama of the U.S. presidential election might not be over yet,” The Observer, Nov.4, 

2020 < https://www.guancha.cn/suntaiyi/2020_11_04_570305.shtml>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Why did Trump go to Nebraska yesterday?” Global China, Oct.29, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/jN0MN3F20HAU_uNVRQn37g>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “On the last presidential debate,” Global China, Oct.23, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/BtTZOQDz7_Le18LreBO5eA>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “10 Days to go, any ‘October Surprises’ left?” Inside the Beltway, Oct.23, 2020 < 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/3X8XPv1Ved7_1IybZnkqww>  

 

Taiyi Sun, “Biden aims not to be the Tilden of 2020: Lessons from the 1876 election,” Global China, 

Oct.11, 2020 < https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hFFsDcMJZmQ9EZcfhdkWTw>  
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US Foreign Policy towards China”                                                                                               2020 

 

American Political Science Association (APSA) Teaching and Learning conference paper presentation, 

“Creating social capital in classrooms: how different pedagogical methods could empower students and 

stimulate civic engagement”                                                                                                      2020 

 

American Political Science Association (APSA) paper presentation, ”legalization without 

institutionalization: how the Chinese state uses the law-making process to govern the nascent civil 

society”                                                                                                                                   2019 

 

American Political Science Association (APSA) paper presentation, “Interactive Censorship: The Editorial 

Experiences from Political Commentary Publications under Authoritarian China”                             2019 

 

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) panel paper presentation, “The Trump Administration’s 

Jacksonian Foreign Policy and Its Implications to the Cross-Strait Relations”                                  2019 

 

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) panel paper presentation, “Earthquakes for Practices: How 

responses to natural disasters prepared authoritarian states and opposition groups for the Arab Spring” 

                                                                                                                                               2019 

 

China Foundation for International and Strategic Studies and the Global Forum of Chinese Political 

Scientists conference in Beijing, panel paper presentation “Trump’s China policy and the Evolution of 

Sino-US relations”                                                                                                                    2019 

 

Zhengzhou Zhenyu Foundation, featured guest speaker, “Leadership and Public Narrative”             2019 

 

Tsinghua University Alumni Association, featured guest speaker, “Asian Americans and identity politics 

in the U.S.”                                                                                                                              2018 

 

American Political Science Association (APSA) paper presentation, “Smart resistance under authoritarian 

rule: how the ride-share networks facilitate local collective actions in China”                                  2018 

 

Guangzhou Huangpu ancient village, featured guest speaker, “Creating social capital in China – field 

experiments”                                                                                                                            2018 

 

2018 Cross-strait issues conference (Beijing), panelist and paper presenter, “The Jacksonian Foreign 

Policy and its implications to the cross-strait relations”                                                                 2018 
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Beijing Normal University and Yifang Foundation, featured guest speaker, “The current state of the 

state-society relations in China”                                                                                                 2018 

 

Shanghai Youth 100 leadership workshop, organizer and featured speaker, “Leadership, heads, hearts, 

and hands”                                                                                                                               2018 

 

Shanghai Youth 100 (prep camp) leadership workshop, organizer and featured speaker, “Public 

Narrative as a leadership practice”                                                                                             2018 

 

American University, featured guest speaker, Washington Asia Forum (Asian Studies Research Council): 

“The Chinese State-Society Relations: Disasters, Social Capital, and Consequences”                       2018 

 

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) panel paper presentation, “Smart resistance under 

authoritarian rule: how the ride-share networks facilitate local collective actions in China”              2018 

 

American University, featured guest speaker to an undergraduate research methods seminar, “conducting 

mixed-method research”                                                                                                             2017              

NuLiSheHui (a Chinese Youth online forum), featured guest speaker, “Philanthropy and social innovation 

in China”                                                                                                                                    2017  

GaoLiPingTianXia (a Chinese Youth online forum), featured guest speaker, “The Comparative Politics of 

Introducing China”                                                                                                                      2017 

American Political Science Association (APSA) panel paper presentation: “Disasters and the Creation of 

Social Capital”                                                                                                                            2017                   

Randolph-Macon College, featured speaker: “Political Institutionalization of the Chinese Leadership”  2017 

Hamilton Hall Lecture Series, featured speaker: “The Rise of China and its Implications for the U.S.”  2017 

American Political Science Association (APSA) panel paper presentation: “The Origin of Social Capital: 

Great Transformation in Quake-stricken China”                                                                              2016                   

American Political Science Association (APSA) panel paper presentation: “Perceptions of civil society 

organizations in rural China: the skeptical society”                                                                         2016                   

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) panel paper presentation: “The Origin of Social Capital” 2016                                                                                                                                            

American Political Science Association (APSA) panel paper presentation: “Civil Society Organizations 

under Authoritarian Rule”                                                                                                            2015 

Zhejiang University, Featured guest speaker: “Earthquake and Social Capital Accumulation”             2015 

Fudan University, conference on Chinese Philanthropy: Past, Today and the Future. Presented paper: 

“Perceptions of Charitable Organizations in Rural Sichuan”                                                             2015 

Harvard Graduate School of Education, Conference on: Civic and Moral Education in China. Presented 

paper: “The Civic Moral and Educational Challenges in Rural China”                                                2015 

Harvard Kennedy School, “Elite Politics and the Anti-Corruption Campaign” organizer and moderator 2015 

Boston University, Panel talk on Civil Society in China. Presentation given on: “Skeptical Society: Civil 

Society in China”                                                                                                                        2015 

Beijing Normal University, Featured guest speaker: “The origin of social capital?”                             2014 

Harvard Shanghai Center, Symposium on Cultivating Civic Consciousness in China. Paper presented: 
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“Earthquake and Civil Society in China since the 2008 Wenchuan Earthquake”                                 2014 

Harvard Kennedy School, panel speaker: “Chinese Politics: Perspectives on China Today”                 2014 

Harvard University Ash Center, Featured guest speaker: “Disaster Response and Civil Society”         2014                                                    

American University, Featured guest speaker: “Research Methods and doing fieldwork in China”       2014 

Harvard University Chinese Politics Research Workshop, Featured speaker: “Earthquake and Social Capital 

Accumulation”                                                                                                                            2014 

MIT, Featured guest speaker: “Philanthropy and Public Welfare”                                                     2014 

Harvard University, Featured speaker: “Disasters and the Myth of Civil Society Formation in China”   2014 

Mutually Assured Restraint Task Force member, George Washington University, Washington DC. A 

complete list of participants can be found here (http://icps.gwu.edu/files/2014/01/Participants-MAR-

Taskforce-2.pdf)                                                                                                                        2014                  

American Political Science Association Teaching and Learning Conference, “What IF Students Asked the 

Questions?: Student-Facilitated Policy Discussion in the University Classroom”                               2014 

 

American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, “Community empowerment in the marginalized 

population in urban areas”                                                                                                          2013 

 

Harvard University Ash Center, Featured guest speaker: “Developmental States and Environment”   2013 

 

American Sociology Association Annual Conference, featured guest speaker and workshop organizer, “The 

IF method in the Facilitated Classrooms”                                                                                      2013 

 

Harvard University China Education Forum, presentation: “Citizenship and Social Innovation”           2013 

 

Brown University Echo Symposium, Featured guest speaker: “Social Innovation: People, Money and the 

new approaches”                                                                                                                        2013 

 

Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations, panelist, Panelist: “Social Entrepreneurship and 

Social Innovation”                                                                                                                      2013  

 

TEDxHFLS talk, Featured guest speaker: “Mind the Gap: Turning ideas into Impact”                        2013 

 

American Political Science Association Teaching and Learning Conference, “Diversity and Controversy in 

the Facilitated Classroom”                                                                                                         2013   

 

American University Washington Semester Program Guest Speaker, “Cross-Culture Communications”  

                                                                                                                                               2013 

 

Fudan University Advanced Forum on In-Depth Research on China, “Contemporary China Studies with 

the Social Sciences’ Perspective” July, Shanghai China                                                                 2012 

 

National University of Singapore, “History as Controversy: Writing and Teaching Contentious Topics in 

Asian Histories” November, Singapore                                                                                        2011 

http://icps.gwu.edu/files/2014/01/Participants-MAR-Taskforce-2.pdf
http://icps.gwu.edu/files/2014/01/Participants-MAR-Taskforce-2.pdf
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Harvard Yanching Institute and Nanjing University International Workshop on China Studies, “Social 

Stratification and Citizenship” July, Nanjing China                                                                       2011 

 

5th Taiwan Conference: Global Forum of Chinese Political Scientists, “China-U.S. Relations and New 

Thinking of Cross-Strait Relations” October, Washington DC                                                        2010 

 

Nanjing University International Workshop on China Studies, “The China Experience under the Global 

Context” July, Nanjing China                                                                                                    2010 

 

 
 

 
Professional Experience and Non-Academic Publications 

 

 Journal reviewer (PS: Political Science & Politics, The China quarterly, The China Journal, China 

Information, Chinese Political Science Review, Contemporary Politics, Journal of Chinese Political 

Science, Cogent Social Science, Journal of Asian Public Policy, Journal of Chinese Governance, 

Modern China, PLOS One, The Disasters Journal, Routledge.) 

 Book Editor for APSA press’ “Teaching Civic Engagement Globally”                                        2021 

 TV political commentator, Phoenix TV                                                                                 2020- 

 Executive editor of Global China, an online journal of the Global Forum of Chinese Political Scientists 

in Mandarin                                                                                                                      2017- 

 North America coordinator of the Global Forum of Chinese Political Scientists                         2017- 

 Acting as a chair or discussant for multiple academic conferences and panels                         2014- 

 Researcher, Beijing Normal University School of Social Development and Public Policy            2014- 

 Founder of “Taiyi Zhou Tan,” a weekly publication on politics and current affairs             2014-2017 

 Resident, Interactivity Foundation, Washington DC, Boston MA, and the Asia Pacific region     2008- 

o Organize and facilitate public discussions 

 Columnist and commentator on multiple Chinese media outlets including 

o Global China 

o 15 Yan www.15yan.com  

o Guancha  www.guancha.cn  

o HK01    

 Coordinator, Chinese Politics Research Workshop, Harvard University, Boston, MA            2010-2017 

o Organize Social Scientists from Harvard, MIT and BU who focuses on China to present 

ongoing researches 

 Columnist, “Zhongxuesheng Tiandi” (the largest youth magazine in China),                    2003- 2016 

o Write the column once a month 

 Assistant to the editor of book Philanthropy for Health in China, China Medical Board and Indiana 

University Press http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=807330          2014 

 Co-Founder of “The Social Innovation Engine”, an NGO incubated by the Harvard Innovation Lab 

focusing on Social Innovation,                                                                                     2012-2013 

o Developing a social innovation case writing methodology and building a case bank 

http://www.15yan.com/
http://www.guancha.cn/
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=807330
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 Intern, Asian Scholar Fund, Washington DC,                                                                 2008-2010 

 Executive Assistant and office manager, Center for Asian Studies, AU, Washington DC,     2009-2010 

 Risk Analyst for Corporate Risk International (now Altegrity Risk International), Reston VA, 2009 

 
 

 

Activities and Interests 
 

 Strategic Advisor for Ashoka                                                                                        2016-2017 

 Co-Founder of GYA@MIT                                                                                             2013-2017 

 Co-Founder and board member of Harvard China Citizenship and Social Innovation Camp (Harvard 

SEED)                                                                                                                               2012- 

 Co-Organizer of the 2014 Global Diaspora Forum                                                                  2014 

 Co-Founder of the Hi-Story Project                                                                                      2014 

 Organizer and founder of “China and the City” Forum at Boston University                              2013 

 Violin 

o Founder of MTDJ String Quartet                                                                                     2014- 

o First Violin, Boston Civic Symphony,                                                                       2010-2017 

o Concertmaster, American University Symphonic Orchestra,                                      2008-2010 

o Concertmaster, Ripon College Symphonic Orchestra,                                               2005-2008 

o Concertmaster, China West Lake Youth Orchestra,                                                  1996-2005 

 Co-Leader of the habitat for Humanity team from Ripon to rebuild houses after Katrina, AL, 2007 

 Other Activities at College and Universities: 

o President and founder of the People’s Club of China,                                        2005-08 

o Student Senator at Ripon College,                                                                  2006-07 
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