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The Life of Jesus according to JOHN
Introduction

1 God created the world with the intent that everyone would follow God’s advice and enjoy a wonderful life.  But because of people’s tendency to be self-centered, this hasn’t happened.  So God motivated a man named John to encourage people to follow God’s advice.  A lot of people have chosen not to, but those who follow it are enjoying the kind of life God intended.  It isn’t automatic for people of any particular race, and self-centered people don’t experience it.

Since no one has ever seen God, God enabled Jesus to demonstrate better than anyone else how much God cares about us.  Jesus clarified the advice God gave our ancestors through God’s spokesman Moses so we would understand how much we should care about others.

John Meets Jesus for the First Time

While John was rinsing people with water near the town of Bethany, east of the Jordan river, to symbolize their desire to clean up their lives, some of the religious leaders from Jerusalem asked if he was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  When John denied it, they wondered if he was one of God’s spokesmen from long ago such as Elijah, having come back to life.  After John assured them that he wasn’t, they asked who he was so they could tell the other religious leaders.  He explained that he was just an ordinary person encouraging others to follow God’s advice, as God’s spokesman Isaiah did long ago.

The religious leaders then asked John why he was rinsing people if he wasn’t one of God’s special spokesmen from long ago nor the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  He explained that he could only symbolize people’s willingness to follow God’s advice, but someone else would help them actually do it.

Some time later, John explained what happened when Jesus arrived the next day,

“When God first motivated me to rinse people with water, God indicated that a dove would identify God’s special messenger who would help people follow God’s advice.  After I saw a dove land on Jesus, I told the religious leaders that he was the one I was referring to earlier.”

People Begin Following Jesus

The next day, as Jesus walked past John and two of his followers, John pointed out that Jesus was the one who would help people follow God’s advice.  When Jesus noticed that John’s two followers were following him, he asked what they wanted.  They explained that they wanted to spend some time with him, so he invited them to his home.  Since it was late afternoon when they arrived, they stayed overnight.  

One of the men was named Andrew, who later told his brother Simon that Jesus was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  When Simon returned with Andrew, Jesus said,

“Your father John named you Simon but I’m giving you the nickname Peter, which means rock.”

The next day Jesus decided to go north to the district of Galilee.  When he arrived at Bethsaida on the northern coast of Lake Galilee, where Andrew and Peter were originally from, he invited Philip to follow him.  Philip later told his friend Nathaniel that he had met Joseph’s son Jesus from Nazareth, whom Moses and God’s other spokesmen had written about.  Nathaniel was skeptical that anyone special could come from such an insignificant town as Nazareth, so Philip suggested he go and check it out for himself.  When Jesus met Nathaniel, he said,

“You’re a descendant of Jacob and you’ve never tried to deceive anyone.”

Nathaniel wondered how Jesus knew him, so Jesus explained,

“I saw you sitting in the shade of a fig tree before Philip encouraged you to come meet me.”

When Nathaniel acknowledged that Jesus was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life, Jesus replied,

“God will help me do much greater things than this.”

Jesus Changes Water into Wine

2 Several days later, Jesus’ mother and some of his followers traveled southwest with him to attend a wedding in the town of Cana.  During the reception, Jesus’ mother noticed that the wine was all gone, so she mentioned it to him.  Responding to her concern, he asked the servers to fill six large containers with water and take some to the head server.  As they were taking it to him, it turned into wine!  He was so surprised how good it tasted that he remarked to the groom,

“People usually serve their best wine first.  But you’ve saved your best wine for last!”

This was the first time Jesus did something so extraordinary to show how much he cared about people, so his followers became even more inclined to follow his example.

After the wedding celebration, Jesus’ mother, brothers and some of his followers returned with him to the town of Capernaum on the northern coast of Lake Galilee.  A few days later, they traveled 80 miles south to Jerusalem for the annual celebration of their ancestors’ freedom from slavery in Egypt.

Jesus Scolds the Dishonest Merchants at the Temple

When Jesus arrived at the outer section of the Jewish temple, he noticed some merchants charging foreigners excessive prices for sheep, cattle and pigeons that they needed for offerings.  Other merchants were also overcharging them to exchange their money for local currency.  Jesus didn’t like what was taking place, so he took a piece of rope and chased the sheep and cattle away.  He tipped over the tables, spilling the money containers of those who were exchanging currency, and he told the merchants selling pigeons,

“Take these things out of here and stop using God’s house as a market.”

Jesus’ followers recalled that their famous ancestor David was also very devoted to God.  But some of the religious leaders confronted Jesus for what he had just done,

“Give us some proof that God has given you the authority to send these people out of the temple.” 

Jesus responded,

“After you’ve destroyed this temple, I’ll restore it in just a few days.”

The religious leaders replied,

“It took 46 years to build this temple.  You’re crazy if you think you can rebuild it in just a few days!

But Jesus was referring to himself, not the temple building.  Many months later, when Jesus came back to life a few days after he died, his followers realized Jesus’ remark was a prediction of what eventually took place. 

While Jesus was in Jerusalem during the annual freedom celebration, a lot more people began following him because they saw him do some extraordinary things.  But he didn’t expect them all to continue because he knew how fickle people can be.

People Should Readily Follow God’s Advice

3 One evening, when a religious leader named Nicodemus acknowledged that Jesus was one of God’s spokesmen because he had done some extraordinary things, Jesus responded,

“If you want to enjoy a better life, you must be willing to begin life over again.”

Nicodemus knew Jesus wasn’t referring to a second physical birth, but he wasn’t sure what he meant.  So Jesus continued,

“You’ll enjoy a better life when you let God help you follow God’s advice.  Like the wind, which seems to have a mind of its own, you must decide for yourself whether or not you want to follow God’s advice.”

Jesus was surprised that Nicodemus asked him to explain further, because he knew Nicodemus had helped others understand God’s advice.  So he directed his reply to all who were listening,

“No one else understands God as well as I do.  But if you don’t trust what I’ve told you about things that can easily be verified, you’ll have trouble trusting what I’m going to tell you about God.  

“Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy a better life, as the people did long ago when they looked at the brass snake that God told Moses to mount on a pole.”  

Since God cares about everyone, God provided Jesus to help us follow God’s advice so we can all enjoy a better life.  The more we follow his example, the more we’ll enjoy life.  But a lot of people will continue living a miserable life because they insist on following their own selfish desires. 

After Jesus and his followers left Jerusalem, they began rinsing people who wanted to symbolize their desire to clean up their lives.  

John Encourages People to Follow Jesus’ Example

Meanwhile, John was symbolically rinsing people in the town of Aenon, near Salim, about 40 miles northeast of Jerusalem, since there was plenty of water there.  Some of the religious leaders told John’s followers that Jesus’ followers were also rinsing people.  When John learned of this, he remarked,

“They’re doing what God wants them to do.  As I’ve said before, Jesus is the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life, not me.  As you know, the groom and his bride are the important people at a wedding reception.  I’m like the best man, who is just happy to be of some help to the groom.   

“God has enabled Jesus to demonstrate God’s advice much better than anyone else.  Those who follow it are proving that God’s advice really works because they’re enjoying a better life.  Those who refuse to follow it will continue to live a miserable life.”

Jesus Breaks a Traditional Social Barrier in Samaria

4 When Jesus realized some of the religious leaders were trying to make John jealous that Jesus’ followers were symbolically rinsing more people than John was, Jesus decided to return to the district of Galilee.  On the way there, he and his followers went through a town in the district of Samaria called Sychar, which was near the strip of land that Jacob had given his son Joseph long ago.  Jesus was tired from the long journey, so while his followers went to town to buy food that evening, he rested by the well Jacob had used many years before.

When a Samaritan woman came by to get water, Jesus asked her for a drink.  She was well aware that Jews didn’t usually associate with Samaritans, so she replied,

“I’m a Samaritan and you’re a Jew.  Why would you ask me for a drink?”

Jesus answered,

“If you knew who I am, you’d be asking me for a drink because I can give you water that will refresh you more than this water.”

She responded,

“But the well is deep and you don’t even have a bucket.  Where else can you get water around here?  I doubt that you’ll find a better well than this one because it provided enough water for our ancestor Jacob’s entire family and their livestock.”

Jesus replied,

“Everyone who drinks water from this well will become thirsty again.  But whoever drinks the refreshing water I’m referring to will never be thirsty.”

The woman responded,

“Give me some of that water so I won’t ever be thirsty again or need to come here for water.”

Jesus began to reveal who he was by asking her to go home and bring her husband back.  When she said she didn’t have one, Jesus acknowledged that she was telling the truth and added,

“You’ve had five husbands in the past, and you’re not married to the man you’re living with now.”

At this point, she realized Jesus was one of God’s spokesmen, so she mentioned something that had been bothering her,

“The Jews insist we should worship God in Jerusalem, but our ancestors have always worshipped God on this mountain.”

Jesus replied,

“Don’t let that bother you.  Before long, people will be worshipping God everywhere, not just here and in Jerusalem.  God is helping the Jewish people understand that the only way to really worship God is to follow God’s advice, no matter where you are.”

The woman responded,

“I know God promised that someone would come to help us enjoy a better life.  When he arrives, he’ll explain how it will happen.”

Jesus replied,

“I’m the one you’re referring to.”

By this time, Jesus’ followers had returned.  They were surprised that he had been talking with a woman, but none of them said anything.  She was so excited that she forgot to take her bucket along as she hurried back to town to tell others that the man who knew so much about her might be the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life.  

Meanwhile, Jesus’ followers were encouraging him to eat something.  But he responded,

“You don’t understand what gives me energy.”

His followers were wondering if someone else had given him something to eat, so he explained,

“My energy comes from encouraging others to follow God’s advice.  

“As you know, the person who harvests a crop is just as happy as the one who plants it because they both play an important role in providing the food necessary for a good life.  I’m inviting you to join me in ‘harvesting a crop’ that others have ‘planted’.  In other words, I want you to help me encourage others to follow God’s advice so everyone can enjoy a better life.”

When the woman told others about Jesus, a lot of people believed that he was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life.  Since they asked him to stay longer, he spent a couple of days there.  After others heard him speak, a lot more were convinced that he was the one who would help people enjoy a better life.

Jesus Heals a Government Official’s Son

Jesus then continued northward to his home district of Galilee and arrived at the town of Cana, where he had changed water into wine.  He was aware that God’s spokesmen usually receive less respect from people who know their families, but the people in Galilee welcomed him because some of them had seen what he did in the temple during the annual freedom celebration in Jerusalem.

When a government official in Capernaum heard that Jesus was in Cana, 16 miles away, he went there to ask Jesus to return with him to heal his son who was seriously ill.  After Jesus acknowledged that a lot of people didn’t believe he could heal those who were sick, he replied,

“You can return to your home now because your son is well.”

Unlike many others, the official believed that Jesus had healed his son, so he headed home.  On the way, his aides met him and told him that his son was well.  When he asked what time his son’s condition improved, they said his fever broke the previous day around noon.  The official knew that was when Jesus said his son was well, so his entire family was convinced that Jesus healed him.  

This was the second time that Jesus did something so extraordinary in Galilee.

Jesus Heals a Man on the Weekly Day of Rest

5 Some time later, Jesus returned to Jerusalem for another Jewish celebration.  Near the sheep’s entrance to the city was a hot spring called Bethesda, with five decks around it.  A lot of people who were physically impaired waited on the decks for the water to swirl because they believed that the first person to get in the water while it was swirling would be healed.  As Jesus walked by the spring, he asked a man who had been physically impaired for 38 years if he wanted to be healed.  The man replied,

“I don’t have anyone to help me get in the water when it swirls.  Whenever I try, someone else always gets there first.”

So Jesus healed the man and said,

“You can get up and walk now.  Take your mat along with you.”

Since this occurred on the weekly day of rest, some of the religious leaders were upset that the man was carrying his mat.  When they scolded him for it, he explained,

“The man who just healed me told me to take my mat along with me.”

 They asked who healed him, but he was unable to identify Jesus because he blended in with the crowd.

When Jesus saw the man later at the temple, he encouraged him to follow God’s advice so he could enjoy a better life.  Since the man was now able to identify Jesus, he told the religious leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him.  When they gave Jesus a hard time for healing someone on the weekly day of rest, he responded,

“My father helps people any day of the week, and so do I.”

Jesus Clarifies His Purpose in Life

When Jesus referred to God as his father, the religious leaders thought he meant that he had a closer relationship with God than they did.  They were also upset that he healed someone on the weekly day of rest because they thought only the critically ill should be healed on that day, so they decided to get rid of him.  Knowing what they were thinking, Jesus said,

“Whoever respects God should also respect me.  I’m just doing what God wants me to do, which is to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Those who cater to their own selfish desires will continue to live a miserable life.

“When some of you asked John about me, he told you the truth, that I’m helping people follow God’s advice, as he is doing.  So it shouldn’t surprise you that a lot of people are beginning to enjoy life more.  But an even better indication that I’m doing what God wants is the fact that I’m demonstrating God’s advice by helping people in need. 

“Apparently, some of you aren’t familiar with God’s advice, because you’re not following my example.  You should spend more time reading what God’s spokesmen wrote long ago because they already explained how you can enjoy a better life.  They even referred to me, but some of you still refuse to follow my example.

“Those of you who don’t respect God won’t respect me either.  You’ll follow someone else’s advice if it appeals to your self-centeredness, but you won’t follow God’s advice, which I’m demonstrating for you.  If you’re more concerned about getting other people’s approval than God’s, you won’t be very motivated to follow God’s advice. 

“I’m not here to point out your shortcomings.  God’s spokesman Moses already did that long ago.  If you followed the advice that God gave our ancestors through Moses, you’d follow my example, because I’m following the same advice.  But if you’re not willing to follow what Moses wrote, you won’t be willing to follow my example either.”

Jesus Encourages His Followers to Share Their Food

6 When it was almost time again for the annual freedom celebration, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were on the east side of Lake Galilee, which is also known as Lake Tiberias.  While they were resting on a hillside, they saw more than 5,000 people approaching, many of whom had seen him heal those who were sick or physically disabled.

When Jesus asked Phillip if they had enough money to buy food for so many people, he replied,

“We don’t have enough money to buy even a little food for each of them.”

Peter’s brother Andrew added,

“There’s a boy here with five loaves of bread and two cooked fish, but that’s nothing for all these people.”

Jesus knew that would serve the purpose, so he asked his followers to tell the people to sit down on the grass and get ready to eat.  After thanking God for the bread and fish, he cut them into pieces and gave them to his followers to distribute among the people.  When everyone was full, he asked his followers to collect the leftovers so nothing would go to waste.  There was plenty of food for everyone, and even 12 baskets of leftovers!

When the people realized what Jesus had just done, they were convinced that he was the one God promised would come to help people enjoy a better life.  Jesus knew they wanted to make him their political leader, so he went further up the hill to avoid them.

Jesus Walks on Water

After dark that evening, Jesus’ 12 chosen followers got in a boat without him and headed toward Capernaum, on the northern coast of the lake.  Before long, the waves increased because it had become very windy.  When they were about three miles from shore, they saw Jesus walking toward them on the water.  They were terrified at first because they didn’t realize it was Jesus until he identified himself.  But they were glad that he joined them because they had almost reached their destination. 

Jesus Encourages the People to Follow His Example

The next day the people were looking for Jesus back on the east side of the lake, but they couldn’t find him.  They knew he hadn’t gone with his 12 chosen followers in the only boat docked there the night before.  Since some other boats from Tiberias arrived since then, the people decided to sail to Capernaum to look for him there.  When they found him in the local worship center, they wondered when he arrived.  He responded,

“You came looking for me again because you were even more impressed that I satisfied your hunger than that I healed those who were sick or physically disabled.  But you should be more interested in the special food from God than in food that spoils.”   

When they asked how they could get this special food from God, Jesus replied,

“You need to follow my example.” 

They recalled that God’s spokesman Moses had given their ancestors food from God while they were living in the desert, so they asked Jesus to do something extraordinary to prove that he was one of God’s spokesmen.  He responded,

“The food that Moses gave our ancestors just satisfied their temporary hunger, but the special food that God is offering will help everyone enjoy a better life.”

When they asked Jesus to give them that food, he explained,

“I’m the special food that my father is offering.  If you’d follow my example, your hunger for a better life would be satisfied.  But a lot of you simply refuse to do that.”

Some of the people knew Jesus’ parents, so they were upset that he referred to God as his father.  But Jesus stuck to the point,

“As one of God’s spokesmen indicated long ago, God wants everyone to have a good understanding of God’s advice.  I’m demonstrating the kind of life God is inviting everyone to enjoy, but you need to follow my example to experience it.  

“A lot of our ancestors saw no change in their lives after they ate the food that God provided in the desert.  But whoever eats the special food that God is providing now will enjoy a better life.”

The people knew he wasn’t suggesting that they actually eat his body, but they weren’t sure what he did mean.  So he explained,

“The only way you’ll enjoy a better life is by risking your life to help others follow God’s advice, as I’m doing.”
He knew a lot of his followers still had trouble understanding what he meant, so he continued,

“What’s so hard to understand?  Only God can help you enjoy a better life; you can’t do it by yourself.  Some of you just don’t want to follow my example.”

Jesus knew that those who refused to follow his example wanted to get rid of him, so he added,

“You won’t be ready to follow my example until you’re willing to follow God’s advice.”

By this time, a lot of people had decided to stop following Jesus.  So when he asked his 12 chosen followers if they wanted to quit, too, Peter replied,

“We’re following you because we know you’re the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.”

But Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot was turning against him, so he remarked,

“I selected 12 of you to join me in encouraging others to follow God’s advice, but one of you has changed his mind.”

The Religious Leaders Want to Get Rid of Jesus 

7 Several months later, it was almost time for the annual celebration in which the people thanked God for helping their ancestors survive in tents in the desert for 40 years.  

Jesus had been spending more time in the district of Galilee because some of the religious leaders in the district of Judea were planning to get rid of him.  When his brothers encouraged him to return to Judea for the celebration and do some of the spectacular things that he had done in Galilee, he responded,

“I’m not ready to return to Judea just yet.  Some of the people there despise me because I’ve pointed out that they aren’t following God’s advice.  They’re not upset with you, so you can go to Jerusalem whenever you want.” 

So Jesus’ brothers went on ahead to the celebration.  He went a few days later, trying not to draw attention to himself.  Since the religious leaders expected him to show up, they were looking for him.  The common people had mixed feelings about him.  Some thought he was a good man, while others thought he was trying to mislead them.  But they were all careful not to express their opinions openly because they didn’t know how the religious leaders might react.

About midway through the eight-day celebration, Jesus began sharing God’s advice in the temple.  The religious leaders were aware that Jesus had no formal education, so when they remarked how impressed they were, he replied,

“The advice I’m sharing is God’s, not mine.  People who want to follow God’s advice should be able to easily distinguish it from anyone else’s.  Those who give their own advice may be doing it for selfish reasons.  But those who share God’s advice are only interested in honoring God.  God’s spokesman Moses gave you God’s advice long ago, but you’re not interested in following it.  That’s why you want to get rid of me.”

Some bystanders were beginning to think Jesus was paranoid, so they asked who wanted to get rid of him.  The answer became more apparent as he continued talking to the religious leaders,

“Some of you were shocked that I healed someone on the weekly day of rest several months ago.  But you circumcise males on that special day to remind them of their commitment to God, as Moses and our other ancestors did.  So you shouldn’t be upset that I healed someone.  You should let God’s advice determine what can be done on the weekly day of rest instead of making up your own rules.”

Since Jesus was talking so openly in the temple, some people expected that the religious leaders would want to get rid of him.  They didn’t think he was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life, because they knew where he had been born and raised.  He knew what they were thinking, so he corrected them,

“It should be obvious that I’m sharing God’s advice, of which you know very little.”

A lot of other people had already decided to follow Jesus because they were convinced he was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life.  When the religious leaders learned of this, they sent law enforcement officers to arrest him.  But his response deterred them,

“I won’t be here much longer.  I’ll soon be going to a place where you won’t be able to find me.”

The officers wondered where he could go that they wouldn’t be able to find him.  They wondered if he was planning to leave Palestine to share his message in other countries.

Each day of the celebration, the people recalled how God provided water for their ancestors during the 40 years in the desert.  On the climactic last day of the celebration, Jesus identified himself with the water that sustained their ancestors.  He encouraged everyone who wanted to enjoy a better life to follow his example of helping others, as God had helped their ancestors. 

Some of the people who heard this were convinced that he was one of God’s spokesmen.  Others thought he was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life.  But others insisted that the one God promised would not have come from Galilee, as Jesus did, because God’s spokesmen predicted he would be a descendant of their famous ancestor David and come from the town of Bethlehem, where David was born.  So some of the people wanted Jesus arrested, but the law enforcement officers decided not to.  When the religious leaders asked why they didn’t, they said,

“We’ve never heard anyone speak the way he does.”

The religious leaders replied,

“Has he misled you, too?  We expect some of the common people to be misled because they don’t know our traditions very well.  But you and those of us who are religious leaders should know better.”

At that point, Nicodemus, one of the religious leaders who had a conversation with Jesus several months earlier, remarked,

“We shouldn’t judge people until we’ve heard their defense.”

Another religious leader replied,

“People from Galilee rarely become religious leaders, so we don’t expect any of God’s spokesmen to come from there.”

8  On each day of the celebration, the people recalled how God provided a light to lead their ancestors through the desert to the land where they would enjoy a better life.  Since Jesus also illuminated the way to a better life, he referred to himself as a light.  But one of the religious leaders reacted,

“How can we be sure that what you’re saying is true if no one else verifies it?”

Jesus replied,

“You should be able to determine that what I’ve said is true without someone else verifying it.  But according to God’s spokesmen of long ago, only one other party needs to verify that what I’ve said is true, and my father can do that.”

When the religious leaders asked who his father was, he responded,

“If you realized who I am, you would know who my father is.”

Although Jesus was speaking publicly in the outer section of the temple where people deposited their monetary gifts, no one made any attempt to arrest him.  So he continued,

“Some of you won’t be able to follow me where I’m going, so you’ll continue to live a miserable, self-centered life.”

The religious leaders wondered if he meant he was going to commit suicide, so he added,

“You’ll continue to live a miserable, self-centered life if you don’t realize who I am and follow my example.”

When they asked him to explain who he was, he said,

“I already told you who I am.  I’m here to help people follow my father’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.”

The religious leaders didn’t realize he was referring to God, so Jesus added, 

“When you realize who I am, you’ll understand that I’m helping people follow God’s advice.”

Jesus then directed his comments to the people who had begun to follow his example,

“The more you follow my example, the more you’ll enjoy the freedom God wants you to have.”

But they replied,

“What do you mean?  We’re descendants of Abraham, and we’ve never been anyone’s slaves.”

Jesus explained,

“Everyone who refuses to follow God’s advice is actually a slave to their own self-centeredness, which I can help you overcome.  Since you’re descendants of Abraham, you should be anxious to follow God’s advice, as he did.  But some of you would rather get rid of me so you can maintain your self-centered lifestyle.”

When they insisted that they already followed God’s advice, Jesus responded,

“You make other people’s lives miserable by your self-centered lifestyle.  That’s not what God wants.  If you really respected God, you would also respect me and follow my example, because I’m just trying to help you follow God’s advice.”

The religious leaders then accused Jesus of being a trouble-maker, so he replied,

“I’m not a trouble-maker, and I’m not trying to impress anyone.  The truth is, whoever honors God by following my example will never die.”

The religious leaders reacted,

“Now we know you’re a trouble-maker.  You’re claiming that whoever follows your example won’t die, but even Abraham and God’s other spokesmen died.  Do you think that what you’re doing is more important than what they did?”

Jesus responded,

“If I were the only one who thinks that what I’m doing is important, it wouldn’t be of much use to others.  It’s important to God because I’m helping people understand how to follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Even Abraham is glad to see what I’m doing.”

The religious leaders were shocked that Jesus implied that he saw Abraham even though he was less than 50 years of age, so he replied,

“I existed before Abraham was even born.”

At that point, they picked up stones to kill him, but he was able to slip away unharmed.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man on the Weekly Day of Rest

9   Some time later, while Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were still in Jerusalem, they saw a man who had been blind since birth.  The common assumption was that people had physical problems because they or their parents didn’t follow God’s advice.  So when his followers asked whether it was the man’s or his parents’ failure to follow God’s advice that resulted in his blindness, Jesus replied,

“Neither one.  But this is an opportunity to demonstrate that God cares about him.  I want to make use of every opportunity I have to let people know that God cares about them.”

Jesus made mud with his spit and applied it to the man’s eyes, a common manner of healing at the time.  He then told the man to go to the nearby reservoir named Siloam and wash the mud off.  When he did, he was able to see for the first time in his life.  As the people in the neighborhood met him later, some thought he was the same man who usually asked them for food or money, but others insisted it was someone else who just resembled him.  When he confirmed that he was the same man, they asked how he received his sight.  He explained that someone put mud on his eyes and told him to wash it off at the nearby reservoir, but he didn’t know who that person was.  

Since the man was healed on the weekly day of rest, some people took him to the religious leaders for questioning.  When they asked how he received his sight, he explained again.  Since his healing violated their tradition that only those who are critically ill should be healed on the weekly day of rest, some of the religious leaders assumed that God wasn’t the source of the healing.  But others didn’t think anyone could do something so extraordinary without God’s help.  When they asked the man who he thought the person was who had healed him, he said he thought he was one of God’s spokesmen.

The religious leaders were still skeptical that this man had been blind, so they questioned his parents.  They confirmed that he had been blind since birth, but they didn’t know how he received his sight.  They knew the religious leaders threatened to ostracize anyone who claimed that Jesus was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  So they told the religious leaders to ask their son how he received his sight, since he was old enough to speak for himself. 

The religious leaders tried to convince the man that God couldn’t have enabled Jesus to heal him, because Jesus violated their tradition.  After the man told them that he was just glad he could see, they interrogated him further to find out how Jesus healed him.  Reminding them that he had already explained, he asked if they were interested in becoming Jesus’ followers.  They then accused him of being a follower of Jesus, stressing that they followed God’s spokesman Moses who lived long ago.  So the man responded,

“It should be obvious who enabled Jesus to give me sight.  No one has ever healed someone blind since birth, so Jesus couldn’t have healed me if God hadn’t helped him.  Since God only helps people when they follow God’s advice, Jesus was apparently doing so.” 

The religious leaders resented the fact that the man refuted them with their own logic, so they ostracized him from their religious group, insisting that his blindness was the result of his or his parents’ failure to follow God’s advice.

When Jesus learned of this, he asked the man if he wanted to follow the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  The man said he did, so Jesus explained that he was helping people understand and follow God’s advice so the quality of life would improve for everyone.  

Some of the religious leaders nearby heard what Jesus said, so when they boasted that they already understood God’s advice, he responded,

“You may think you understand God’s advice but you obviously don’t, because you’re not following it very well.

Jesus Uses an Illustration about Sheep

10    “Let me give you an illustration.  As you know, sheep enter their pen by following their shepherd through the gate as he calls them by name.  They don’t follow someone whose voice they don’t recognize.  Unlike sheep who go through the gate, a thief tries to find another way into the pen.”

Some of the religious leaders didn’t understand what Jesus meant, so he explained,

“I’m like the shepherd who leads his sheep through the gate.  They follow him out to pasture and back into their pen because they know he’ll help them enjoy as good a life as possible.  When he sees a wolf attacking, he’s willing to risk his life to protect them, but the hired hand runs away because he’s more concerned about his own safety.  A thief is even worse because his goal is to kill the sheep.

“I’ll risk my life to help people enjoy a better life.  No one is forcing me to do this.  I follow God’s advice because I know God cares about me, and a lot of people follow my example because they know I care about others.”

The religious leaders had different reactions to what Jesus said.  Many of them thought a harmful spirit was causing him to lose touch with reality.  But others disagreed, insisting that a harmful spirit couldn’t have enabled him to heal the blind man.

When winter came, it was time for the annual celebration of the rededication of the temple.  As Jesus was walking through the outer section of the temple known as Solomon’s Porch, some religious leaders asked,

“If you really are the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life, when are you going to announce it publicly?”

Jesus replied,

“I’ve already demonstrated who I am by what I’ve said and done, but you just don’t acknowledge it.  You’re like sheep that don’t recognize their shepherd’s voice.  God doesn’t want people like you to prevent others from enjoying a better life, and neither do I.

“The sheep that recognize their shepherd’s voice follow his direction because they know he’ll help them enjoy a better life.  That’s why a lot of people have begun to follow me.”

When the religious leaders again began picking up stones to kill Jesus, he responded,

“God has enabled me to help a lot of people in need.  Is that why you want to kill me?”

The religious leaders replied,

“It’s not on account of the good things you’ve done, but because you’ve insulted God by suggesting that you’re on God’s level.”

But Jesus refuted their accusation,

“Long ago one of God’s spokesmen quoted God using the term God while addressing people who were responsible for helping others follow God’s advice correctly.  God has also given me this responsibility, so I’m not insulting God by referring to myself as God’s special messenger.  Since I’m following God’s advice, you should follow my example.”

The religious leaders tried to arrest Jesus, but he avoided them and returned to the east side of the Jordan River, where John had first begun rinsing people to symbolize their desire to clean up their lives.  Although John didn’t do anything spectacular, a lot of people began following Jesus because John had told them all about him.

Lazarus Dies

11 A man named Lazarus was staying with his sisters Mary and Martha in a village named Bethany because he was very sick.  When Jesus received a message from Mary and Martha that Lazarus was ill, he considered it an opportunity to show them how much he and God cared about them.  So two days later, Jesus invited his 12 chosen followers to return with him to the district of Judea, where Bethany was located.  When they questioned whether he really wanted to go, reminding him that the religious leaders had tried to kill him there, he replied,

“We only have a limited number of hours each day to help others, so we should make good use of that time while we have it.  Since our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, I want to go wake him up.”

Jesus’ followers thought he meant that Lazarus was just sleeping, so they figured he was getting better.  But Jesus clarified what he meant,

“Lazarus is dead.  I’m glad I have this opportunity to show you how much I care about people.”

Realizing that Jesus would be risking his life to return to Judea, one of his chosen followers named Thomas suggested they go along and share the risk.  Since it was only a couple of miles from Jerusalem to Bethany, a lot of people had gone there to comfort Mary and Martha.  By the time Jesus and his followers arrived, Lazarus had already been in the grave four days.  Martha met Jesus on the outskirts of the village and said,

“If you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.  But I know God will help you do whatever you ask.”

When Jesus told Martha that Lazarus would come back to life, she said,

“I know he’ll come back to life at the end of the world, when everyone else does.”

But Jesus replied,

“Do you believe that I can help people enjoy a better life, both before and after they die?”

Martha responded,

“Yes, I believe that you’re God’s special messenger who can help people enjoy a better life.”

After Martha returned home, she whispered to Mary that Jesus had come to their village and wanted to talk to her.  As Mary went to see him, her friends followed because they thought she was going to Lazarus’ grave to mourn.  When she met Jesus, she expressed her admiration and made the same remark that Martha had made,

“If you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.”

Empathizing with Mary and her friends, Jesus began to cry as he asked where Lazarus was buried.  When they saw him crying, they realized how much he cared for Lazarus.  Since some of them knew that Jesus restored the sight of the man who was blind, they wondered if he could bring Lazarus back to life. 

Jesus Brings Lazarus Back to Life

Jesus cried again as he approached Lazarus’ tomb, a cave with a large rock at the entrance.  When he asked some people to remove the rock, Martha pointed out that Lazarus’ body would stink because it had been there four days.  But Jesus told her that if she believed he could help people enjoy a better life, he would demonstrate it for her.

After the people removed the large rock, Jesus looked upward and prayed to God,

“Thank you for your help.  I want these people to realize that I’m your messenger.”

Jesus then raised his voice,

“Come out, Lazarus.”

Lazarus walked out of the cave with the burial cloths hanging from his hands, feet, and face, so Jesus asked some people to remove them.

A lot of people who witnessed this event decided to follow Jesus.  But some went to the religious leaders and told them what had happened.  So they called a special meeting to discuss how to deal with the fact that Jesus was doing so many extraordinary things.  If they didn’t do anything, they figured a lot more people would follow him, and the Roman government would withdraw their authority.  The senior religious leader named Caiaphas reminded the others that it was better for one person to die than a whole nation, so he suggested that Jesus should die to keep the Jewish nation intact.  The religious leaders then began making plans to kill him.  To avoid them, he went to the city near the desert named Ephraim along with his 12 chosen followers.

It was nearly time again for the annual freedom celebration, so a lot of people went to Jerusalem to prepare for it.  The religious leaders looked for Jesus in the temple, hoping he would show up for the celebration.  They also spread the word that if anyone knew where he was, they should notify them so they could arrest him.

Mary Honors Jesus with Expensive Perfume

12 Six days before the annual freedom celebration, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers returned to Bethany.  While Martha was serving dinner to Jesus, Lazarus, and the others, Mary poured some very expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet and dried them with her hair.  

Judas Iscariot criticized Mary for using such expensive perfume, suggesting she could have sold it for a lot of money and given it to the poor.  But he didn’t really care about the poor.  Since he carried the money container for Jesus and his followers, Judas just wanted more money to draw from for his own personal use.  

Jesus scolded Judas for criticizing Mary, reminding him that they would have plenty of opportunity to help the poor but their time with him was almost over.  He also explained that Mary was putting perfume on him in anticipation of his death, since it was customary to put perfume on people after they die.

When others found out that Jesus was at Lazarus’ home, they went to see him.  A lot of people began following him because he brought Lazarus back to life, so the religious leaders decided to get rid of both of them.

A Lot of People Honor Jesus as He Enters Jerusalem

The word spread that Jesus brought Lazarus back to life.  So when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey the next day, a lot of people waved palm branches, honoring him as the one God promised, who would lead them to a better life.  Jesus’ 12 chosen followers later recalled that one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that their new leader would enter Jerusalem humbly riding on a donkey.  Meanwhile, some of the religious leaders were becoming even more concerned that a lot of people were following Jesus.
Jesus Encourages People to Risk Their Lives for Others

Some non-Jewish people had also come to Jerusalem to participate in the celebration.  When they met Phillip from the town of Bethsaida, they told him they wanted to see Jesus.  Phillip mentioned it to Andrew, so they went together to tell Jesus.  He replied,

“It will soon be evident how much I care about others.  In order for a grain of wheat to serve its purpose, it must be willing to be buried so it can grow and produce a lot more grains of wheat.  In order for people to serve their purpose in life, they must be willing to give their lives for others, as I’m about to do.  Self-centered people will not enjoy the kind of life God intended.

“I could ask God to prevent my suffering and death, but instead I’m asking God to help me demonstrate how much people should care about each other.”

Jesus then heard a voice confirm that God will continue to demonstrate how much people should care about each other.  Some bystanders thought it was a messenger, while others thought it was thunder.  So Jesus explained,

“The message was meant for you, not me.  If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered and be willing to give your life for others, as I’m about to do.”

The people responded,

“According to God’s spokesmen who lived long ago, the one God promised, who would help us enjoy a better life, will never die.  But you’re suggesting that he will.  So who is he?”

Jesus replied,

“I’ll only be with you a little longer to help you follow God’s advice instead of your own self-centered traditions.  If you continue to follow them, you’ll be as lost as a person who travels in total darkness.

“I’m not here to point out your faults.  God wants me to clarify and demonstrate God’s advice so you can enjoy a better life.  When you follow my example, you’re following God’s advice.  Those who choose not to follow it will continue to live a miserable life.”

Jesus then went somewhere to be alone.  Even though he had frequently demonstrated that God wants people to care about others, a lot of people still refused to follow his example.  God’s spokesman Isaiah expressed the same frustration long ago.  A lot of people don’t even try to follow God’s advice because their minds are closed.  

Some community leaders began following Jesus’ example, but they were discreet about it since they were afraid that the religious leaders might ostracize them from their religious group.  They were more concerned about maintaining their status with their religious group than about pleasing God.

Jesus Washes the Feet of His 12 Chosen Followers

13 As the annual freedom celebration approached, Jesus knew that Simon Iscariot’s son Judas had decided to turn against him and that he would soon be executed.  During the evening meal, Jesus removed his outer robe and tied a towel around his waist.  He poured water into a basin and began washing and drying the feet of his 12 chosen followers.  When Peter asked if he was planning to wash his feet, too, he replied,

“I’ll explain why I’m doing this in a few minutes.”

At first Peter refused to let Jesus wash his feet because he knew it was more appropriate for him to wash Jesus’ feet.  But when Jesus indicated that it was an important lesson in following his example, Peter asked him to wash his hands and face as well.  Jesus responded,

“You’ve already washed them, so only your feet need washed.”

When Jesus finished, he put his robe back on and returned to his seat.  Then he explained why he washed their feet,

“Since you’ve decided to follow my example, you should help others with humble tasks, such as washing their feet.  You’ll enjoy doing this because they’ll welcome your help when they realize that you’re following God’s advice.

“Many years ago one of God’s spokesmen related that a close friend turned against him.  This is now happening to me, because one of you has decided to turn against me.”

Jesus Acknowledges that Judas Was Turning Against Him

When Jesus shared the disturbing news with his 12 chosen followers that one of them was going to turn against him, they wondered which of them it would be.  Since I (John) was one of Jesus’ chosen friends, I was sitting right next to him.  After Peter motioned for me to ask Jesus who he was referring to, Jesus said,


“It’s the one to whom I’ll give this piece of bread.”

When Jesus gave the bread to Judas, Judas could no longer pretend that he was still one of Jesus’ followers.  So Jesus told him to go ahead with what he had planned.  Judas left right away, but none of Jesus’ other followers had any idea what he was up to.  Since he carried their money, some thought Jesus wanted him to give some money to the poor or buy more food for the week-long celebration.

After Jesus and his followers went outside, he continued,
“You should care about others to the point of giving your life for them, as God is helping me do.  This may seem like a new idea, but people will know you’re following my example when you care that much about others.”
“As I told the religious leaders recently, I’m soon going to a place where you won’t be able to find me.

When Peter asked Jesus where he was going, he replied,

“Right now you can’t go where I’m going, but you’ll eventually get there.”

Peter claimed he was willing to die with Jesus, but Jesus made him face reality,

“That’s easy for you to say now.  But tonight, before you hear a rooster crow at dawn, you’re going to deny that you even know me three times.”

14   
“Don’t be too upset.  If you’re willing to follow God’s advice for a better life, you’ll want to follow my example.”

Following Jesus’ Example is Essential for a Better Life

When Thomas asked Jesus to explain, he replied,

“The only way you’ll really know how to follow God’s advice for a better life is by following my example.”

Phillip then asked Jesus to tell them more about God, so he continued,

“I’ve shared God’s advice with you and God has helped me demonstrate it, so you just need to follow my example.  If you do, you’ll be able to help a lot more people than I was able to.  I want everyone to realize how much God cares about them, so don’t hesitate to ask me for help.

“Self-centered people ignore God’s advice, but God is always ready to help those who are willing to follow it.  If you respect me, you’ll try to do that.

“I won’t leave you stranded.  Although I’m soon going to die, you’ll see me when I come back to life.  After you die and come back to life, you’ll realize that I was helping you follow God’s advice.  Since I’ve demonstrated how much God and I care about you, you should show your respect for me by following my example.”

Another of Jesus’ followers named Judas (not Simon Iscariot’s son) wondered why only his followers would see him when he comes back to life.  So he explained,

“People who don’t respect me aren’t interested in following my example.  

“After I’m gone, God will help you recall what I’ve told you so you can enjoy a better life.  So don’t be upset.  I’ve told you that I’ll be returning.  If you care about me, you’ll be glad that I’m going to be with God, who is greater than I am.  I’m telling you this so you’ll be able to accept what’s about to happen.  I won’t say much more because the religious leaders are soon going to carry out their plan to get rid of me.  I’ll let them do it because I want everyone to know that I honor God by following God’s advice, no matter what the consequences.

Jesus Encourages His Followers to Care about Others

15 As Jesus and his followers were on their way to the garden just east of Jerusalem, he continued,

“As you know, some branches on a vine produce a lot of fruit, and some don’t produce any.  A farmer prunes the productive branches so they’ll become even more productive, and he removes those that don’t produce anything.  Since God is helping you follow my example to care more about others, you’re like the branches that the farmer prunes to be more productive.

“As you also know, branches can’t produce anything if they’re not attached to the vine.  When they break off, they die and are eventually burned.  If you stop following my example, you’ll be as useless as broken branches. 

“Like a farmer who helps the branches on a vine become more productive, God wants to help you care more about others.  Since God cares about me and I care about you, you should also care about others.  I’ve already demonstrated this for you, so you just need to follow my example.

“I want you to care about each other so you can all enjoy a better life.  The most we can do for others is give our lives for them, as I’m about to do.  God will help you follow my example.

Jesus Prepares His Followers for the Reaction of Others

“You’ve seen how the religious leaders react negatively toward me, so you should expect the same treatment.  They get along fine with people like themselves, but they dislike people who follow my example.  So they’ll want to get rid of you just like they’re planning to do to me.

“If the religious leaders followed my example, they wouldn’t have any contention with you.  But they refuse to acknowledge that I’ve been demonstrating God’s advice.  They have no excuse for ignoring it and hating God and me, so they’re just like the people who hated one of God’s spokesmen long ago. 

“The more God helps you and others follow my example, the more evident it will be that I’ve been following God’s advice.  You can verify that I’ve been doing this since the day you met me.

16    “Thinking they’re doing what God wants, some religious leaders will ostracize you from their religious group, and some will even try to get rid of you permanently.  But they don’t realize that they’re not following God’s advice nor my example.  I’m telling you this now so you won’t be confused when it happens.

“When I told you that I’m soon going to be with God, only one of you asked me to explain.  I know you’re disappointed that I’m leaving, but God will help you encourage others to stop living a self-centered life and begin helping people in need.  I could tell you a lot more, but you wouldn’t be able to absorb it right now.  Although I’ll soon be leaving, it won’t be long before I return.”

Some of Jesus’ followers wondered what he meant by his last comment, so he began to explain,

“The religious leaders will be celebrating while you’re in mourning.  But like a woman’s pain is replaced with joy when she gives birth to a child, your sadness will be replaced with joy when you see me after I’ve come back to life.”

Jesus added that he was God’s messenger and that he was soon going to die.  Since he knew what was about to happen, his followers were convinced that he was God’s messenger.  He tried to prepare them for the coming events,

“Although you’ve been following me up to now, every one of you will soon abandon me.  Don’t be discouraged when the religious leaders give you a hard time.  I’ve shown you that you’ll enjoy a better life by following God’s advice instead of their self-centered rules.

Jesus Prays to God

17 To prepare for the coming events, Jesus prayed to God,

“Help me demonstrate how much you care about people so they’ll follow my example and enjoy a better life. 

“My chosen followers acknowledge that I’m your messenger and they realize that when they follow my example, they’re actually following your advice.  But as one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago, one of them has chosen to do otherwise.  Since I’m about to die, I’m asking you to help the rest get along well together.

“Since these men have begun following your advice, some of the religious leaders have given them a hard time.  Help them to continue following your advice and resist self-centered traditions, as I’ve done.  I want them to realize that you’ve cared about others ever since you created the world and that they should care about others, as I do.

“Help all my followers to get along well together, as you and I do, so self-centered people will realize that you care about them and that they must care about each other if they want to get along well with each other.”

The Soldiers Arrest Jesus 

18 Later that evening, Judas knew that Jesus and his 11 other chosen followers were going across the Kidron Valley (just east of Jerusalem) to the garden where they had often gone before, so he told the religious leaders that they could arrest Jesus there.  A squad of armed soldiers carried lamps and torches as Judas led them to the garden.  When they arrived, Jesus asked them who they were looking for.  They explained that they were looking for the Jesus who was raised in Nazareth.  When he said that he was the one they were looking for, they fell backward to the ground.  He knew they only wanted him, so he asked them to let his followers leave unharmed, as he had predicted.  But before they left, Peter drew a sword and swung it at Malchus, one of the religious leaders’ soldiers, cutting off his right ear.  Jesus scolded Peter immediately,

“Put the sword away and don’t interfere with God’s plan.”

The Religious Leaders Question Jesus

The soldiers tied Jesus’ hands and took him to Annas, who preceded his son-in-law Caiaphas as the senior religious leader.  When Annas asked Jesus what advice he had been giving his followers, he replied,

“A lot of people have heard me speak in the temple and local worship centers.  You can ask any of them because I have nothing to hide.”

One of the soldiers standing nearby slapped and scolded Jesus for answering as he did, so he responded,

“I wasn’t disrespectful.  I simply answered the question in a way that showed I have nothing to hide.”

Annas then told the soldiers to take Jesus to Caiaphas, who had reminded the other religious leaders that it was better for one person to die than a whole nation.

Peter Denies that He Was One of Jesus’ Followers

Peter and I (John) followed Jesus and the soldiers to Caiaphas’ residence.  Peter could only go as far as the outside gate, but I was allowed to enter the courtyard because the guard knew me.  When I asked the guard to let Peter enter, she asked if he was also one of Jesus’ followers.  Peter denied it and joined the soldiers who were warming themselves by a fire.  One of them also asked if he was one of Jesus’ followers.  Fearing for his own safety, he denied it again.  A while later, a soldier, who was related to the man whose ear Peter had cut off, claimed he saw Peter in the garden with Jesus.  Soon after Peter denied for the third time that he was one of Jesus’ followers, a rooster crowed. 

The Roman Leader Questions Jesus 

Early Friday morning, Caiaphas told the religious leaders to take Jesus to Pilate, the Roman leader of Judea.  Since their tradition prohibited them from participating in the celebration dinner after being in a non-Jewish home, they decided not to enter Pilate’s residence.  So Pilate went outside to see why they brought Jesus to him.  When they explained that Jesus committed a crime, Pilate told them to try him in their own judicial system.  But they reminded him that they couldn’t execute someone without his approval.

Pilate then took Jesus inside and questioned him about his claim that he was a leader of the Jewish people.  When Jesus asked if this was a crime, Pilate admitted that the religious leaders brought this charge against him.  Since Pilate wondered what he did that upset the Jewish people and their religious leaders so much, Jesus explained,

“I’m not an ordinary leader.  If I were, my followers would have fought those who arrested me.  My purpose for living is to help people understand God’s advice so they’ll change their attitude and behavior.”

Pilate then went back outside to talk to the Jewish people,

“There is no valid accusation against this man.  Every year at this time, I let you choose one prisoner for me to release.  Do you want me to release this man who claims to be your leader?”

The people refused and asked for Barabbas instead, even though they knew he was a thief.  

19 Pilate had his soldiers bring Jesus outside as he announced again that he was innocent.  But when the religious leaders and their soldiers saw him, they told Pilate to execute him on a cross.  So Pilate replied,

“You’ll have to do that yourselves because I’ve found no reason to execute him.”

They explained that according to their law he must be executed because he claimed to be the one that God promised would lead them to a better life.

Pilate became alarmed when they persisted that Jesus be executed.  So he took Jesus back inside and asked him where he was from.  When Jesus didn’t answer, Pilate reminded him,

“Don’t you realize that I can let you go free or I can order your execution?”

Jesus then replied,

“Yes, I realize you have the authority to do either, but Caiaphas has his own self-centered agenda.”

Pilate had decided to let Jesus go free, but the religious leaders reminded him that the Roman emperor would not tolerate anyone who threatened his authority.  So around noon on Friday Pilate took Jesus outside again to the place where he pronounced his verdicts.  When the people insisted that Pilate execute Jesus on a cross, Pilate asked,

“Are you sure you want me to execute the one who claims to be your leader?”

The religious leaders replied,

“Yes, the only leader we acknowledge is the Roman emperor Caesar.”

Finally, Pilate turned Jesus over to his soldiers to be beaten and executed.  They took him back to their headquarters and put a purple robe on him and a “crown” made of thorns.  Then they beat him while pretending that he was the leader of the Jews. 

Jesus Is Executed on a Cross

The soldiers made Jesus carry his own cross to the place of execution named Golgatha, which means skull place.  When they arrived there, they nailed him to the cross and placed him between two other men on crosses.  Four soldiers then divided his clothes among themselves and drew straws for his seamless robe, as one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago.  
Pilate instructed his soldiers to write the following caption on a board and fasten it above Jesus: 

This is Jesus of Nazareth
Leader of the Jews

A lot of people would read this because the cross was near the city and the caption was written in three languages:  Hebrew, Latin and Greek.  So the religious leaders tried to convince Pilate to change it to He claims to be the leader of the Jews, but he refused.

While Jesus was hanging on the cross, his mother, her sister, Clopas’ wife Mary, and Mary from Magdala were standing nearby.  I (John) was standing beside his mother, so Jesus asked me to treat her like my mother and he asked her to treat me like her son. 

When Jesus was close to death, he said he was thirsty, as one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago.  So someone soaked up some wine in a sponge and held it up to his mouth on a stick.

Jesus Dies

Just before Jesus died, he said, 

“I’ve accomplished my goal.” 

The religious leaders didn’t want Jesus and the two criminals to remain on the crosses the next day because it was a special holiday.  So they asked Pilate to have their legs broken to hasten their death.  The soldiers broke the legs of the two criminals but when they came to Jesus, it appeared that he was already dead.  One of the soldiers stuck a spear into his side and saw water come out with blood, confirming that he was dead.  God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that none of Jesus’ bones would be broken but that he would be stabbed.  I (John) know these things actually took place because I witnessed them myself.

Jesus Is Buried

One of Jesus’ followers was a man named Joseph from the town of Arimathea, several miles north of Jerusalem.  Since he was intimidated by the religious leaders, he had been discreet about being one of Jesus’ followers.  But he decided to ask Pilate for Jesus’ body so he could give it a proper burial.  

Nicodemas, the religious leader who had visited Jesus one evening, brought plenty of perfume.  He helped Joseph apply it and wrap Jesus’ body in linen cloths according to our Jewish custom.  It was almost time for the weekly day of rest to begin, so they put Jesus’ body in a tomb in the nearby garden.  
Jesus Comes Back to Life

20  Around dawn Sunday morning, Mary from Magdala went to visit Jesus’ tomb.  When she arrived, she noticed that the large rock had been removed from the entrance and Jesus’ body was not inside.  She came right away to tell Peter and me (John) that it was gone, so we ran there to see for ourselves.  I arrived at the tomb first, but I stopped at the entrance.  As I leaned over and looked inside, I could see the cloths that had been wrapped around Jesus.  When Peter arrived, he went inside and noticed that the cloth which had been placed over Jesus’ head was lying separate from the others.  I also went inside and was convinced that Jesus had come back to life.  We didn’t know at the time that one of God’s spokesmen predicted this long ago.  
Jesus Visits Several People

Peter and I (John) returned home, but Mary stayed at the tomb to mourn.  When she leaned over and looked inside, she saw two messengers dressed in white, one sitting at each end of the stone slab where Jesus’ body had been.  When they asked why she was crying, she explained that she didn’t know where his body was.  As she turned around, she saw Jesus but didn’t recognize him.  He also asked why she was crying.  She thought he was the caretaker who may have removed Jesus’ body, so she asked him where it was.  When he called her by name, she realized who he was.  He asked her to tell his chosen followers that he was soon going to return to God.

That evening, Jesus’ followers were meeting in secret because they were afraid of the religious leaders.  When Jesus came and greeted them, they were thrilled to see him.  After he showed them his hands and side, he challenged them,
“I want you to be God’s messengers, as I’ve been.  God will help you encourage others to follow God’s advice, but some people will simply refuse.”
Thomas, the twin, wasn’t with the rest of Jesus’ chosen followers when Jesus visited them.  So when they told Thomas that Jesus had come back to life, he said he wouldn’t believe it unless he could touch the nail prints in Jesus’ hands and the wound on his side.  

A week later, while Jesus’ chosen followers were again meeting in secret, Jesus came and greeted them again.  He told Thomas,

“Touch my hands and side so you’ll be convinced that I’ve come back to life.”

When Thomas acknowledged that God brought Jesus back to life, Jesus said,

“You had to see me in person to be convinced that I’ve come back to life, but others are thrilled when they simply hear the news.” 

Jesus Visits Seven of His Chosen Followers

21  A little while later, Jesus visited seven of us a third time after he came back to life.  Thomas, Peter, Nathaniel from the town of Cana in the district of Galilee, my brother James and I (John), and two others were at Lake Galilee, also known as Lake Tiberias.  Peter wanted to go fishing so the rest of us went along, but we caught nothing that whole night.  Around dawn, Jesus came to the edge of the water and asked if we had any success.  We admitted that we hadn’t, so he suggested we cast our net on the other side of the boat.  None of us recognized him because the sun was just coming up and our boat was about 100 yards from shore.  When we caught so many fish that we weren’t able to pull the net into the boat, I realized who he was.

When I told Peter it was Jesus, he dove into the water and swam to shore.  The rest of us rowed there, dragging the net full of fish behind us.  As we approached the beach, we could see bread and fish roasting over a fire.  When we arrived, Jesus told us to bring some of the fish we had just caught so we could eat breakfast with him.  So Peter dragged the net containing 153 large fish onto the beach.  
As Jesus handed us the roasted fish and bread, the others also recognized him.  When we finished eating, he asked Peter,

“Do you think you’re more devoted than my other followers?”

Peter replied,

“Yes, and I think you know I am.”

When Jesus predicted that Peter would eventually be executed for following God’s advice, Peter asked what would happen to me (John).  Jesus told him to focus on following his example and not be concerned that I might live a lot longer.  Some of his followers later spread the rumor that I wouldn’t die, but that’s not what Jesus’ meant.

Conclusion

Jesus’ followers saw him do a lot of other extraordinary things, but I (John) hope I’ve shared enough to convince you that he’s the one that God promised would help you enjoy a better life.  I personally observed the events I’ve recorded, so I know they actually took place.  If everything Jesus did were written down, there wouldn’t be enough space to store it. 
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