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Advent: Watching and Waiting
For most of us, the weeks leading up to Christmas are
very busy. There is a great flurry of activity during this
month that is often dominated by overscheduled calendars,
frantic shopping and frazzled people. This is not what true
Advent preparations are about.
The word “Advent” means coming or arrival and it was
used in reference to the feast of Christmas. It is believed that
pre-Christian Germanic peoples used wheels with lit candles during the cold
and dark December days as a sign of hope while waiting for the warmer
sunny days of spring to come. By the Middle Ages Christians in those areas
of Europe adapted this tradition to be part of their Advent spiritual preparation
for Christmas. The circular wreathes became a symbol of eternity and a reminder that God has no beginning or end. The evergreen came to mean eternal life and a reminder that God is immutable or unchangeable.
The arrival of Advent also ushers in the new Church year. We observe the
season of Advent on the four Sundays leading up to December 25th when
we prepare our hearts and lives for the coming of Christ both at Christmas
and at the end of time.
We often focus on the birth of the baby Jesus on Christmas day and forget
the bigger picture of why he came into the world to save us and to restore a
broken world, to conquer death and raise all of creation to new life in God.
By celebrating His coming in late December we acknowledge that Christ
brings light into our darkness.
When we light our Advent wreath candles and when we gather around the
altar as a community of faith, we are testifying that the Light of Christ has
come into the world. Jesus illuminates our broken, darkened society and also
reaches the depths of our personal darkness. During this season we watch
and wait as we hold out the Christ light to each other as a sign of hope.
Paying attention to this deeper meaning of Advent gives us an opportunity
to find holy spots amidst the increasing frenzy of a commercialized Christmas
holiday and to find an oasis of calm where we can stop to contemplate the
coming of Christ.
My prayer for all of us is that we find that quiet place within to hear the
voice of God beckoning to us amidst all the distractions that surround us during this time of year.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

DECEMBER CALENDAR:
Dec. 1 & 15 Tuesday - Rosary and
Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 23, Wednesdays
Advent Bible Study 10:30am & 6:30pm
Holy Eucharist celebrated 11:45 am
Dec. 6 & 20 - Sunday Men’s
Group Breakfasts 9:30 am
Dec. 6 - Sunday Angel Tree Gift
Deadline
Dec. 8 & 22 Tuesdays - Holy Eucharist
at Hope Nursing Facility 10:30 am
Dec. 10 Thursday Food Pantry Open 10 am-Noon
Dec. 24 Thursday - Christmas Eve
Services 6pm & 10:30 pm
Dec. 25 Friday - Christmas Day
Service 10am (no choir)
Dec. 6, 13, & 20 Sundays
Candlelight Compline 5:30pm - 6pm
(No weekday services or Bible study
Dec. 28 - 31. No service on Jan. 1)
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Syrian Refugee Crisis: ‘Be not afraid!’
By The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate - The Episcopal Church

“Be not afraid!”
Often in the gospels, fear grips the
people of God, and time and again,
either the angels, or Our Lord himself, respond with the same words of
comfort: “Be not afraid.”
In times like this fear is real. And I share that fear with you.
Our instinct tells us to be afraid. The fight-or-flight mentality
takes hold. At the present moment, many across our Church and
our world are grasped by fear in response to the terrorist attacks
that unfolded in Paris last Friday. These fears are not unfounded.
We can and should support law enforcement officials who are
working hard and at great risk to protect us from crime and keep
us safe. And yet, especially when we feel legitimate fear, our
faith reminds us “Be not afraid.” The larger truth is that our ultimate security comes from God in Christ.
In the Book of Leviticus, God says to the people of Israel that,
“the foreigner who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen
among you; you shall love the foreigner as yourself, for you were
foreigners in the land of Egypt.” Accordingly, we welcome the
stranger. We love our neighbor. The Episcopal Church has long
been committed to resettling refugees in our own communities
fleeing violence and persecution.
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, through its
Episcopal Migration Ministries service, works with dioceses and

congregations, and the United States government, to settle
refugees in communities across this great country. The Episcopal
Church has been engaged in this ministry for more than 75 years.
We will not let the nightmare this world often is keep us from
carrying out the words of Jesus who told us to be a neighbor to
those in need.
Refugees from places like Syria seek to escape the precise
same ideological and religious extremism that gave birth to the
attacks in Paris. They seek entry into our communities because
their lives are imprisoned by daily fear for their existence. Just
as Jesus bids us not to be afraid, we must, in turn, pass those
words of comfort to those who turn to us for help.
But Jesus calls us to go even further: not just to love our neighbors and our kin, but to love our enemies. This is particularly
difficult when we are afraid. But even in the midst of our fear
we stand on the solid ground of our faith and proclaim the faith
in Christ crucified and risen from the dead. In practical terms,
this may mean finding strength in prayer, or in our neighbors, or
in our churches, or in acts of solidarity with others who live in
fear. This is the hope that casts out fear.
The fear is real. So we pray. We go to church. We remember
who we are in Jesus. Our resurrection hope is larger than fear.
Let nothing keep us from that hope, that faith, that security in
Gods dream for all of humanity.
“Be not afraid!”

A Big Success!
Thank you to everyone who
helped out with and attended
this fundraiser on Friday, November 13th. Over 100 people showed up to enjoy a
delicious meal and great conversation. We made enough
money to purchase a new
commercial refrigerator for
the kitchen! This appliance
has been ordered and will be
delivered soon.
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On Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm we
will have an inter-generational
pageant! Children, youth and adults
are invited to participate so please
contact Fr. Steve if you would like to
be involved. There will be only one
rehearsal the weekend before Christmas, but if you cannot make it we will
still have a non-speaking part for you!
More information will be forthcoming.
!

Advent Candlelight
Compline
On the four Sunday’s of Advent (Nov. 29 and Dec. 6, 13
and 20) we will be holding a candlelight compline service
in our sanctuary from 5:30 – 6:00 pm. This service will include the use of incense, recorded chant music, prayers,
scripture readings and silent meditation. There will not be
communion during this service.
Please mark your calendars to join us for these special
times of prayer!
!

We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing
one of your miracle stories with us! It may be a simple, ordinary event
or something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story is submitted by Father Steve
The miracle story for December is the birth of Jesus. Read on to see how this miracle came about!
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with
us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife. v
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Angel Tree Gifts Still Needed!
This year the Outreach Committee is working with the Westland Goodfellows
‘Adopt-a-Family’ program to help families in need this Christmas season.
Please pick an ornament, or several, from the Christmas tree in the Narthex
(at the front entrance of the church) and purchase the items from a needy
child’s wish list. When purchasing clothing, please ask for a box and bring
with the clothing to the church. Return the items unwrapped, with ornament
attached, by December 6th.

Don’t want to shop? Let us shop for you!
Monetary donations will also be accepted. On Sunday, December 13th, get
in the spirit and join us for the Wrap Party after the 10:30 service. We appreciate all donations of boxes, tissue, tape, gift wrap and gift
St. John’s Episcopal Church
bags. We are looking for 3 teams of Santa’s Helpers to deliver
gifts directly to the families. All families live in Westland. All
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
gifts
must
be
delivered
by
December
19th.
Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
Wrap Party and Delivery Team sign-up sheets are on the Parish
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
Hall table. Please see Cindy Fowler or Angela Hamblin with
www.stjohnswestland.com
any questions.
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

OPEN DEC. 10
10am-Noon
Please support our Food Pantry.
Donations sought by the first
Sunday of the month but accepted anytime! Please leave
your donations in the Choir
room.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

10:30 am

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

2nd & 4th Tuesdays
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:30 am
11:30 am

Bible Study
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm
Bible Study
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