Honey Plants




Theve Ls no subject of wore
Lmportance to the beekeeper, nor
LS there one that gives him meore
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ldentifying Plants

« By Season



Seasonal Identification

Keep a record
— Dates




Spring Build-Up

* Nectar and pollen
producing plants
— Promote brood rearing



Red Maple
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Pussy Willow

* February
« Early March




Elm

* February
 Pollen, white to grey
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Weeping Willow

February
Early March

« Pollen, yellow
Nectar



Forsythia

« Early March
 No value to the bees
« Beekeeper starts
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Dandelion

« March to November
 Nectar & Pollen
* Pollen color produces



Henbit
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* End of March & Early
April

* Nectar

» Pollen-red to purple
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Mustard or Yellow Rocket

» March to early April
* Nectar



Redbuds

* March & April
 Nectar and Pollen
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Wild Cherry

 April to May
* Nectar very bitter
* Pollen, brown




Redbud and Flowering Crab




Columbines
. p




How do the bees do it?

4

« Efficient i
* Age of bees




Domestic Fruit Trees - Apple







Brambles




Vegetable Gardens

Cucurbits

« Cucumbers — pollen

— Insects transfer
pollen from male to




Herbs

« Aren’t honey plants but
provide minor nectar

« Mints, sages, oregano,

thyme, lavender, borage,




Honey Production




Black Locust

* May

Nectar, light & mild
tasting

Flowers very fragrant



Alfalfa & Scurfy Pea

« Several cuttings, hay
e Seed Production

 Nectar & Pollen
e




Hairy Vetch

« May-Jduly



Crown Vetch

 Bees don’t work this

« Commonly seen
along roadsides &
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« Early June

 Light colored, strong
tasting honey

» Pollen, green e



Common Milkweed

* May, June, July
* Nectar

 Sticky flower
parts




Common Dogbane
Host for Milkweed & Monarch Butterflies




Butterfly Weed

Nectar source for butterflies
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Wild Bergamot & Horsemint

Butterfly nectar source




Do you hate non-native species?

« Bees are non-native
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There's the same sweet clover-smell in the
breeze:

And the June sun warm
Tangles his wings of fire in the trees,




Earliest Clovers

« Many varieties of
clover

 Alsike & White Dutch
Clover




Yellow Sweet Clover

* Mid-May through
June
 Nectar & Pollen




White Sweet Clover

May until Mid-

« Mid

July

Nectar & Pollen




Red Clover

- * Myth
- * Very deep flower

.+ Can be a valuable
honey plant in a very




Purple Prairie Clover—native
Host& nectar source to Dogface Butterfly




Birds Foot Trefoll

« June-July
 Light clover flavor




Bluevine

 Late June through
August

* Honey, white &



 |[n Kansas”?




Buckwheat

« Dark, heavy, strong
tasting honey

 Worked in early
morning

« Flowers quickly




Fall Honey and Winter Stores

» Mid-August through the first freeze
« Usually darker, stronger flavored honey
« Many customers prefer its taste




« Produces some e
nectar
« August-September



Smartweed (Heartsease)

* August until frost
* Nectar



« Amber colored honey
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Sunflower

e Attracts numerous




Jerusalem Artichoke

« August & September



Spanish Needle

* August &
September



Maximilian Sunflower

2 o . « August & September
* Nectar & pollen




Annual Sunflower

« August & September
« Amber Honey



Goldenrod

» August - October
 Nectar & Pollen
 Nectar source for




New England Aster

« September to frost
* Nectar
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the photos




