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Blind—But Now ] See!

As he went along, he saw a man blind From birth. His disciples
asked him, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blinda?’ Neither this man hor His parents sinhed,’ said
Jesus, but this happened so that the works of God might be
displayed in him.”

1S illness rooted inh Sin? IS our SiCkness Caused as a result of
being punished for bad things we have done in the past? Many
see inillness a Cause for blame, shame and guilt, all of which
make healing harder!

When ] catch a cold, T often blame myself, saying ‘1 didn’t drink
enough oranhge juice, or ‘T have been runh down lately working
t00 hard Or staYing out SO late.” These are ways ] rationalize
and blame myself for the bad cold I have. How about you? 1
would nhever think Oof sourcing the Cause to someonhe wWho
coughed near me in the store without covering their mouth.

Sometimes this game gets more serious with the seriousness of
the illness. Blame gives us a sehse of contro| over the Chaos
and unpredictability of life. If I cah blame my |lunhg Cancer on
my smoking, whiCh may likely be the Case, the CanhCer does hot
seem SO rahdom, ahd random things are fearful hot only to
their Victims, but to those arounhd you who |ove you ahd
withess the effects of disease and decline.



When we get sick, especCially when it is more serious, the big
question is why? Why me? Why now? Why did this have to
happen to me? Why am I being punished for something I did so
long ago? Why? Actually, the better question here is, whHy not
me?

Jesus removes the blame in this Gospel passage. SiCkness,
disability, death and dying are hot punhishments: they are a part
Of life. Sickness is random. Calamity happens ChaotiCally.
There is ho rhyme or reason. NO amount Of searching for a
cause to blame Wwill Chanhge them. There is ho ahswer to the
question, whHy?This is hard to accept. We want to make
ourselves important enough to (God anhd to ourselves to have
an anhswer to that whHy question.

More importantly, SiCkness does not demanhd repentahce for a
Sin that we have drawh a tenuous connhection to. At the time
Of Jesus, people hot only |ooked to their owh wrongdoings as a
Cause of sickness, but they also blamed Sih as an inherited
commodity, SO that if your parents sinhed, that could Ccause
your illiness. When the blind manh comes before the Jewish
authorities this morning, they said: “..You were steeped in sin
at birth; how dare you lecture us’ And they threw him out.”
Imasgine gazing upon an infant and labeling it “steeped in sin’”
Not only is this harsh, it is wronhg and uhfair. GO into 3
neonatal unhit in g Children’s hospital today ahd Start Spreading
that toXiC venom anhd you will get tossed out.

This is an inCredible turhing point in our uhderstanding of
ourselves and our God. We do hot live uhder a dark cloud of
the Sins Of the past, and there is always the opportuhity for
forgiveness. Qur puhishment will hot come through illness.



Ah, but you say, ‘some illness /s caused by our past behaviors
and choices. The alcoholiC runs the risk Of liver ahd other
disease. The person wWho has sex with multiple partnhers runs
the risk of STD’s ahd the smoker of course, lunhg, stomach,
anhd intestinal Cancers. And those Who regularly over eat open
themselves to other maladies. To this ] ask you, how manhy
today would Call a smoker, an alcoholiC, ah overeater, a sex
addict, a sipner? Have we hot learned to unhderstand addiction
as ah illness itself that overtakes, rather than the cause of
some moral deficiency on the part Of itS ViCtims?

Try Calling a sSmoker a sinner. Try judging an alcoholiC as a
moral reprobate. Jt doesh’t work, ahd Casts more aspersions on
the people who assigh such judgment on others. There are
plenty of those Kinds of people Walking around in this world,
and they are not pretty. It is always SO easy to ook down upon
others ahd Cast aspersions upon them. It is always SO easy to
wield the sharp sword of judgment, CarVving out and
uncovering the sins ahd faults and mistakes of others, when
the real question is always, whHat about your own?

Ihdeed, sucCh focus ought to be on my own Sins, ahd my own
work at repentance for them. We punish ourselves more thanh
ahy disease could do with our |ow Opihions Of ourselves and
our ponhd bottom, [ower thanh |ow self-esteem. Drag that
around for a while and you will have more thah SCrapes onh your
Khees!

Tronically, the real blindness in today’s Gospel isn’t that Of the
man born blind. “Jesus said, For judgment J have come into
this world, so that the blind will see and those whHo see will
become blind.’ Some Pharisees who were with him heard him
Sy this and asked, That? 4 re we blind too?’ Jesus said, TF you
were blind, you would hot be guilty of Sih; but how that you



Claim You can see, your guift remains.”What, are we, blind t00?
Yes. They suffer from a moral blindness. They suffer from a
blindnhess that prevents them from seeing the person in front
Of them anhd showing compassion upon them. They are blind to
Compassion, forgiveness and love. They only have passions,
fFears, givemeness and hatred. These are far more troubling
illnesses which lead to real death.

gight is such a specCial gift. It enables us to apprecCiate the
world we live in with all its wonhder ahd beauty. It helps us
navigate through it. Tt allows us to see others around us and
love them as we have been |oved. Sight allows us to appreCiate
how Close (Od is to us, as we glimpse God in the wonhderful
Creation all ground us.

Imagine a life lived in darkness, without this gift You know o
well. Manhy choose hot to see the world inh which they live, but
live in @ darkness in which they see only what they wish to see
ahd they attempt to control how they see it. These are they
who are deaf to others and deaf to the truth because they
either don’t want to hear it or they Can’t. Seeing that others
have the Same heeds as You do ahd theh doing something
about it is 20/20 spiritual Vision. And I dont meah seeking only
tO meet your owh heeds.

The odd thing is seeihg does hot require eyesight. (zod Can
heal and lift the blindnhess in our hearts and in our souls. T was
blind, but now ] see. T was hot able to [ove, but how ] Can. ]
was mired and wallowing in my sins, but nhow T have hope.

‘esus sald, “Forjudsment J have come into this world, so that
the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” Some
Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked,
“What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you



would not be guilty of sin; but how thHat You Clalfm You Cab See,
your guilt remains.”

1 only hope I have helped you see the meahing of the Gospel
this morning. AMEN.



