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Contact Us

Pastor’s Springtime Note

Christ Moravian Church
600 Acadia Drive, SE
Calgary, Alberta T2J 0B8
(403) 271-2700

I have a very contagious case of spring fever, so you
all better keep your distance. It seemed like a long,
cold winter in many ways, and thankfully the smiles
of many, the jokes and good will of others, and the
quiet joy of shared faith have kept me moving along
during these months.
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Pastor Stephen Gohdes, Holly
Heffernan, Doug Hill, Marilyn
Jones, Duncan McKerchar, Brian
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I found our Lenten focus of seeing and seeking Jesus in a daily
relationship quite helpful these last weeks leading into Easter. I found
myself awaking wondering, “Where might I bump into the Lord today?
And, when I do meet Jesus will I be ready, aware, changed, and worthy
of the encounter?” This may become an ongoing quest for me, and
possibly you, too.
Back to my thoughts on springtime, a colleague offered a wonderful
little thought of springtime, in this “Garden Plan for Daily Living”. You
may use it as you stake out your garden plans for the backyard, or for
the plans of your next growing season for your soul.
Plant three rows of peas: peas of mind, peas of heart,
peas of soul
Plant four rows of squash: squash gossip, squash indifference,
squash grumbling, squash selfishness
Plant four rows of lettuce: lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce
be patient, lettuce be loving
No garden is complete without turnips: turnip to help others,
turnip to service opportunities, turnip to worship the Lord gladly
To complete the garden the herb of thyme must be included:
thyme for loved ones, thyme for friends, thyme for strangers,
thyme for yourself & your heart
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.
May your soul and heart bloom and blossom and bear faithful fruit.
Shalom,

Pastor Steve Gohdes
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NEWS AND UPDATES

Annual General Meeting

Upcoming Events
Sundays:
Bible Study: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday

Sunday May 7th, 11:30am
This meeting elects the new Executive
Board. If you have a nomination to bring
forth or recommend for the Executive Board
elections, please contact Board Chair, Alan
Bartlett or Pastor Steve.

May 2017
3 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm
5 Dinner Dance, Good Shepherd
6 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am
7 Church Council, 11:30am
10 Southwood Service, 10am
11 Canasta, 1pm
11 Youth Group, 7pm
12 -14 Young Adult Retreat at
Van Es Camp
17 Spiritual Companions, 1:30pm
18 +55 Aspen Crossing, 12 noon
19 Mustard Seed, 1pm
24 Witty Knitters, 10:30
25 Canasta, 1pm
25 Youth Group, 7pm
29 - 2 Garage Sale Prep

An AED is on it's way to Christ Moravian Church.
What is an AED? It is an Automated
External Defibrillator, a device that may,
and can, save lives if a person suddenly
develops certain types of irregular heart
activity which would lead to sudden
unconsciousness and death, if untreated. It
is designed to be used by members of the
public and does not require any medical or
nursing background.
These devices are now to be found in most public buildings,
offices, arenas, & increasingly in nursing homes and private
residences. The purchase of this device was made possible by the
Women's Fellowship Committee and the Memorial Fund
Committee.
The AED will be on display at the
time of the Church Council
Meeting, Sunday, May 7, 2017. A
workshop to demonstrate how it
is to be used will be held at a
later date.
Submitted by Alan Bartlett
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NEWS AND UPDATES

Upcoming Events
Sundays:
Bible Study: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday

June 2017
29 - 2 Garage Sale Prep
3 Garage Sale, all day
7 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm
8 Canasta, 1pm
10 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am

Donations gratefully accepted:
Monday, May 29 - Thursday, June 1
9 am - 5 pm & 7 pm - 9 pm
No Large Furniture Please
Clothing donations end Wednesday, June 1
Call the church office for information,
403-271-2700
Please sign up to volunteer.

14 Southwood Chapel, 10am
14 Spiritual Companions, 1:30pm
15 +55 Lunch at Grey Eagle 12pm
24 Music for Missions Concert &
Auction, 7pm
22 Canasta, 1pm

SAVE THE DATE
Celebrate Canada 150 and
support the mission work of

Music for Missions
Concert & Silent Auction
featuring

Marty Antonini
and the 7th Heaven Choir
Saturday, June 24, 2017 at 7pm
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NEWS AND UPDATES

+

55 CLUB

The + 55 Club is up and running again with several fun activities mapped out for the next
few months. Those “spring chickens” who are not yet 55 are also welcome to join
activities. For more information, look for the sign up sheet at the church, or contact the
church office. Please speak with Berla Zeck if you can help organize future events.
May 18 - Aspen Crossing Garden Centre and Lunch on the Diefenbaker Train, 12pm
June 15 - Lunch a the Grey Eagle Casino, 12 pm
July 16 - Drumheller Passion Play (see details below)
July - Carriage House Musical Theatre trip to Cardston
August - Bar U Ranch and Picnic

Passion Play
Drumheller
Sunday, July 16
Bus Leaves from Church Parking Lot at 1 pm, play starts at 4 pm
Cost: $75 per person includes play and bus transportation
Min of 25 people required to maintain this cost.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME, INCLUDING GUESTS
Sign up at church or contact Glen & Brenda Newberry
gdnewberry@shaw.ca, 314brenda@gmail.com Phone: 403 278 0643
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WORSHIP THEMES AND SCRIPTURE
Click on the link in the left column to read the scripture.

May 7
*Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 14
*Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

May 21
*Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

May 28
*Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

June 4
*Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23

June 11
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20

June 18
Exodus 19:2-8a
Psalm 100
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)

June 25
Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15),
16-18
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

May 7

Shepherds Sunday with focus on Psalm 23,
Holy Communion, Special Music: Women’s Trio

May 14

Mother’s Day/Christian Family Sunday

May 21

Sunday, First Long Weekend of the Summer
Special Music: Carl Richards

May 28

Last Sunday of Easter Season: The Risen Jesus Walks Ahead
Birthday Sunday, Special Music: Paul Holmes & Kathy Pepers

June 4

Pentecost Sunday & Garage Sale Wind-up
Holy Communion, Birthday for the Church !

June 11

Sunday, Special Children’s Message

June 18

Prayer and Healing Sunday, Candles of Prayer are Invited

June 25

Unity Sunday: Recognizing the Threads We All Hold in
God’s Tapestry
Birthday Sunday, Special Music:Kathy Pepers w/Harp

July

Stampede Sunday w/ Marty Antonini and 7th Heaven,
Scripture and Songs and Music for the Soul

9
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MORAVIAN MOMENT

A Brief History of the Moravian Church
For over five centuries the Moravian Church has proclaimed the gospel in all parts of
the world. Its influence has far exceeded its numbers as it has cooperated with Christians
on every continent and has been a visible part of the Body of Christ, the Church. Proud of its heritage
and firm in its faith, the Moravian Church ministers to the needs of people wherever they are. The name
Moravian identifies the fact that this historic church had its origin in ancient Bohemia and Moravia in
what is the present-day Czech Republic. In the mid-ninth century these countries converted to
Christianity chiefly through the influence of two Greek Orthodox missionaries. In the centuries that
followed, Bohemia and Moravia gradually fell under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the
Roman Catholic Church, but some of the Czech people protested.
The foremost of Czech reformers, John Hus (1369-1415) was a professor of
philosophy and rector of the University in Prague. His teachings had a strong
influence on religious thinking in Western Europe and he is considered to be one
of the earliest leaders of the Reformation movement. Hus led a protest movement
against many practices of the Roman Catholic clergy and hierarchy and was
accused of heresy, underwent a long trial at the Council of Constance, and was
burned at the stake on July 6, 1415.
Organized in 1457
The reformation spirit did not die with Hus. The Unity of the Brethren (Unitas Fratrum), later known as the
Moravians, arose as followers of Hus gathered in a village about 100 miles east of Prague and organized
the church. This was 60 years before Martin Luther began his reformation in Germany and 100 years
before the establishment of the Anglican Church.
According to Gregory the Patriarch, considered the founder of Unitas Fratrum, what made a Christian
was not doctrine or what he or she believed, but that a person lived his or her life according to the
teachings of Jesus Christ. He described these first Moravians as “people who have decided once and for
all to be guided only by the gospel and example of our Lord Jesus Christ and his holy apostles in
gentleness, humility, patience, and love for our enemies.”
Growth, Persecution and Exile
By 1517 the Unity of Brethren numbered at least 200,000 with over 400 parishes. Using a hymnal and
catechism of its own, the church promoted the Scriptures through its two printing presses and provided
the people of Bohemia and Moravia with the Bible in their own language.
Years of bitter persecution and war with the Roman Catholic Church, led to the
spread of the Brethren’s Church to Poland where it grew rapidly. By 1557 there were
three provinces of the church: Bohemia, Moravia and Poland. The prime leader of
the Unitas Fratrum in these tempestuous years was Bishop John Amos Comenius
(1592-1670). Comenius lived most of his life in exile in England and in Holland
where he died. He became world-renowned for his progressive views of education
and is considered by many to be the father of modern education. Comenius’s prayer
was that some day the “hidden seed” of his beloved Unitas Fratrum might once
again spring to new life.
http://www.moravian.org/uncategorized/history/
Next Issue: Count Zinzendorff and the Renewal of the Moravian Church in the 1700’s
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MISSION & MINISTRY
Noisy Offering for Rajpur
What’s that sound? All that shaking and rattling created by
smiling children passing around tin cans to collect your
coins is helping to support our Rajpur Foster Child,
Sumthai Rongmei.
Sumthai is a student at the Moravian Institute at Rajpur in
Northern India. The Institute takes in disadvantaged
children aged 4 to 18 on the basis of need, and provides
dormitory care and a quality education in English. Many of
the children are orphaned. Some have been abandoned
due to family breakdown, often caused by addictions or
neglect, or they are children rescued from the street.

Thank you to Inranie Perera for her
dedicated work collecting beverage
containers to support her humanitarian
project in Sri Lanka. In 2016 and 2017 funds
raised for this project have helped to:
✦

build four toilets, a chicken coop and two
kitchens

✦

provide two sewing machines

✦

provide food

✦
✦

The students at the
Institute are
enveloped in a
loving Christian
atmosphere, which
contributes to their
well being in a very
t a n g i b l e w a y. I n
addition, they are
given an education
to help break the
bonds of poverty. The aim of the Moravian Institute is: “To
demonstrate the love of God in Jesus Christ by providing
excellent educational and other facilities primarily to
needy children.”
Christ Church has a long-standing tradition of supporting
the children and youth at the Moravian Institute through
the Rajpur Foster Children Project. Our sponsorship helps
to cover the costs of room and board, clothes, health care
and education for a student attending the Institute.
Graduating students have also received support as they to
move on to post-secondary education.
The Moravian Institute in Rajpur is always in need of funds
to support their programs. By setting aside a tax
deductible $100 per month, sponsors can make a world of
a difference to a child’s life in India. If you are interested in
supporting a student through the Rajpur Foster Child
Project, please speak with Donna Gordon or email
rajpur.fpp@gmail.com.

sponsor three cancer patient
support two primary students and two
university students to further their
education.

Well done,

good and
faithful
servant!

During the month of May,
Christ Church will once
again collect used
eyeglasses and sunglasses
to support the Lions
Recycle for Sight Program.
Collected glasses will be
cleaned and prepared for distribution in
developing countries where eye care is
often unaffordable and inaccessible. This
year old hearing aids will also be collected.
Look for the special recycling box in the
church narthex during the month of May.

No glasses cases please.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday School Learning Goes Beyond the Church
submitted by Gloria Toole
You see it –and hear it – every week. Our kids are having fun being in
the church and being together. We’ve just celebrated Easter and the
wonder of the resurrection and now we’re learning about the early
formation of the church and the commissioning of the disciples.
But much more, we’re learning how to live our lives for each other
and for the world beyond our walls. Every Sunday, you’ll see our
children put their coins in the piggy and collect for our student in
Rajpur through the noisy offering. You will probably see several of
them helping out at the garage sale. And you’ll see crafts and hear of games and discussions related
to connection, love and compassion.
Our older students have already told us about marching for street people and going on missions to
Cuba and Labrador. More will be happening. You’ve seen these young leaders get up from the pews
and go down with our little ones to teach and to learn themselves. Our teens and twenties attended a
workshop to consider how to lead more effectively earlier this year. I’m hearing excitement,
partnership and celebration as they begin to try out their teaching wings. This summer many of them
will be going to camp to have fun, worship and discuss their faith and how to extend it into the world.
Connection, love and compassion: these are standards for all of us. It’s exciting to see our children,
youth and young adults urging each other on and showing the world how to love.

Holy Humour - If Holy Week Was a Cartoon Series

