Kimblewick Hunt, Kingston Blount, nr Chinnor, Oxfordshire


Saturday, April 1, 2017


By Russell Smith





ASTON Rowant owner-trainer Alan Hill and his jockey son, Joe, stole the show with Supreme Danehill providing the centrepiece of a treble by landing the Philip Scouller Memorial Southern Grand National Mixed Open for the second successive year.


Hill Jnr gave the nine-year-old, winner of the 'classic' Lord Ashton Of Hyde's Cup in January, an excellent ride in the four-mile marathon, making all the running before repelling the persistent challenge of Warden Hill by a neck.


Joe said: "It's fantastic to win the race for the second year in a row. It's a great effort from dad to get him back here again.


"In his last race at Leicester we might have got a bit greedy. It was only 12 days after he had a hard race when he unseated and he ran flat.


"We decided to come to Kingston and it's brilliant that the plan has come off and it's lovely to win the Philip Scouller Memorial race because the family have been wonderful to us, letting us have Consigliere and For 'N' Against."


The Hills' treble was kick-started by Pride Of Parish, who Joe sent into the lead going to the fifth-last in the Confined Hunts Race, sponsored by Oakman Inns, before holding off Merrydown Vintage by four lengths.


Hill Snr said: "He is a lucky horse to be alive. He broke his pelvis about this time a year ago and we didn't know whether we would have to put him down or not.


"It is down to a lot of work by everyone that he is here today. It was 50-50 with him. He stayed in the stable for three months and then had three months on the walker and we built it up."


Changeofluck completed the hat-trick with a cosy two-and-a-half-lengths verdict over Distant Rain in the Open Maiden, sponsored by NorCal Vets of Thame.


Touted as a horse to follow first-time out by the trainer, the nine-year-old was making his debut between the flags after moving across to Hill's string following a year on the sidelines after picking up a bug while in his wife Lawney's National Hunt yard.


Hill commented: "We said we would try and win a maiden point-to-point and put some fire back in his belly."


The trainer owns Changeofluck in partnership with Wendover neighbours Diana Clark and Heather Munn, who said: "It is very exciting. He seems to have found his niche in life now."


Oxford Brookes University student Charlie Dee was in dreamland after riding his first winner on Creepy in the PPORA Club Members Race for Novice Riders, sponsored by Field Seymour Parkes.


After making all the running on the nine-year-old, trained by Claire Hardwick at Adelstrop, to beat Horizontal Speed by three lengths, with prolific winner Tempelpirate six lengths back in third, Dee said: "It's incredible. I don't think it's really sunk in yet.


"We were not expecting to win today and I think that makes it extra special.


"I have dreamt about this every time I sit on a horse and every time I go to sleep. I am a very lucky person to have such a nice horse and such a supportive family."


Dee, 22, who hails from Winchcombe, is a former pupil assistant with Condicote trainer Martin Keighley, from whom Creepy has been leased for the season by his mother, Chris, to run in point-to-points.


Hardwick added: "He will go back to Martin at the end of April and run under rules.


"He had won a Grade 2 at Cheltenham, but he had lost his way. It is lovely that he has strung two wins together and Charlie has given him a perfect ride."


Gina Andrews, whose 13-day whip ban following her win on Domesday Book at the Cheltenham Festival started on Friday, was eligible to ride as there were no amateur riders' races under rules on Saturday.


And the reigning ladies' champion landed a double on Ginuwinefizz in the Guy Luck Memorial Four, Five And Six-Year-Olds Open Maiden over two miles and five furlongs, and Royal Beekeeper in the Restricted Race, sponsored by PC Turner of Farnborough.


Ginuwinefizz, trained by her husband, Tom Ellis, at Marton, near Rugby, sealed a two-lengths victory over Going Away with a mighty leap at the last fence.


Andrews had fortune on her side with Royal Beekeeper, though, who was held in second when Top Man Tim fell at the last under Shane Roche, leaving the four-year-old from James Owen's Newmarket stables to come home five lengths clear of Ballyfore Cross.


Ginuwinefizz is owned by the four-strong Foureights Partnership, headed by Lorraine Buckton, but they all missed the win as they were on holiday.


Andrews said: "They bred him themselves and sent him to the Skeltons and he ran in a couple of bumpers, but he was not good enough and Dan recommended he came to us and did point-to-pointing."


Owen owns Royal Beekeeper in partnership with Tim Gredley, from Newmarket, and Irish-based Enda Carroll, and the trainer said: "I don't think he stays and his future is probably hurdling."


Shropshire trainer Heidi Brookshaw notched her first winner for almost a year when I Believe survived a blunder at the second-last to take the Eight-Year-Olds And Over PPORA Club Members Conditions Race over two miles and five furlongs, sponsored by Ashley Wilde Group.


Max Kendrick sat tight on the front-running ten-year-old mare to come home ten lengths clear of No No Bingo in the two-mile-and-five-furlong contest for horses which hadn't won since November 2014.


Brookshaw, who is based at Tern Hill, near Market Drayton, hadn't struck since Sam Cavallaro won at Cheltenham's hunter chase meeting last April.


"We just came for the distance rather than the race," she said. "I think two and a half miles is her favourite trip.


"It's the third time she has run here and she has been third, second and now first."


The daughter of Exit To Nowhere is owned by Liz Bayley and Colin Moore, who added: "She was almost retired. She got sick because she ran in the mud before Heidi was training her."


The meeting was preceded by the Print Concern Invitation Challenge Charity Race over six furlongs, which was won by Stow Corner, ridden by Rachel Geary, from East Lockinge, near Wantage.


Geary, who stables the 14-year-old at Geoffrey Deacon's Compton yard, said: "It was amazing. It made a difference riding my own horse."


The race raised £1,250 for the Air Ambulance.




















 


 





























