Jesus, 


for the second time in this chapter, 



takes time to explain why he is explaining things in parables.  

In his first round, 


he emphasized the hard hearted 



and how they would struggle to understand the parables.  




They would see, 





but not perceive, 




and hear 





but not listen, 





nor would they understand.  

This second round, 


Jesus changes his focus.  

The use of parables will unveil the hidden mysteries of the world, 


unseen since before the foundations of the world were laid, 



if our hearts are not hard.

Jesus quotes Psalm 78:2, 


the second of 72 verses.  

The song of Asaph begins with, 


“O my people,



 hear my teaching; 



listen to the words of my mouth. 


I will open my mouth in parables, 


I will utter hidden things, 



things from of old— 




what we have heard and known, 




what our fathers have told us.”  

Now, these first three verses sound quite promising.  


But we may wonder why the prophet is having to repeat again 



what our fathers have told us, 



what we have heard and known?  


How can something be known 



and hidden at the same time?

In verse 9 of the Psalm, 


the tone changes.  

It tells us that Ephraim, 


or the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 



had forgot what God did in the desert 



and “turned away from God on the day of battle.”  

They had the information, 


but they decided not to apply it to their lives.  


Their hearts were hard.  

From verse 9-64, 


the psalmist recounts God's ways and provision 



in the exile from Egypt, 



the provision of water from a rock, 



manna and quail from the heavens, 



the 40 years in the wilderness, 


and their continual rebellion in the Promised Land.  

Despite all of God's interaction and demonstration 


of who he is 



and how we are to act, 

what God received in return was rebellion and rejection.  


All of this rebellion, 



leads to the final resolution, 




God removing his temple from Shiloh, 




and moving it to Judah, 





in Jerusalem, 




under the care of David.  



Where David proceeded to, 




“Shepherd them with integrity of heart 





(read a soft heart here); 




with skillful hands he led them.”

This Psalm shows that God has been revealing his mysteries all along, 


but we refuse to hear them.  


They were rejected time and again by Israel, 



until finally David took them to heart.  

But we know that David taking them to heart 


did not even last his whole lifetime.  



By the end of his life, 




he had drifted away from the roots of his story 




and was using his power and might for his benefit, 





instead of loving God.  
This from a young shepherd boy 


who was originally not even considered a possibility to be King 



by man's standards.

Jesus has just told us three parables to explain the way of God's Kingdom 


and the way the earth was intended to run, 


runs best now, 


and will someday fully function again.  

Fruitfulness comes through being open to the Word of God, 


as the Parable of the Sower told us.  

This growth happens through a non-violent love that lives with evil, 


instead of wiping it out, 


as the wheat and the tares reminds us.  

And it occurs through small acts 


that grow into large world changing actions, 


as the mustard seed and leaven demonstrate.  

These, 


as hinted at last week, 



are not actual mysteries to us.  

We start small and grow big.  

Reading our history, 


we know that violence breeds more violence, 


but loving our enemies tends to end the cycle.  

Our experience has been that when we are living in 

and living out the word of God, 


our ability to effect change increases.  

We know all of these things.  


But like Israel, 



we are stubborn.  



We turn away from them.  



We choose to ignore them when they become inconvenient.  

Our hearts are often hardened to responding to God's ways.

So what difference would telling us these truths in parable form make?  

When Jesus last talked about parables, 


he highlighted the fact that you could hear them, 



but unless you take the time to enter into them, 




they are just chatter or clanging gongs.  

While in Molokai, 


we went to church with Gary and Elaine twice.  

They are attending a church that conducts half of its service in Hawaiian.  


So the first week, 



I had no idea what I was singing during three of the hymns.  


But, when it came time to the Gloria Patri, 



even though it was in Hawaiian,



just like when it is in Spanish or Greek, 




I could enter into it, 





because I knew the english lyrics 





and could engage the sounds with meaning behind them.  


By the second week, 



I took the tune we were singing in the hymn book, 



looked it up in the English hymn book, 




and sang along.  


I refused to let the meaning of what I was praising God with 



pass me by again.




But it took way more mental effort and intentionality.
Now parables require a similar effort.  


They require us to live in the story, 



even if it is so brief, 


dwelling there opens more truth.  

It does not allow us to hear it without participation, 


without opening our hearts to the message.  

Without our engagement, 


the parable is feeble, 



it is up to us to give it meaning and depth.  

If we take our mustard seed example, 


while not explicitly stated, 

in addition to the small to big theme, 


we also aware that the small growing into something big takes time.  


We know that a mustard seeds comes in multiples, 



so there would be more than just one small act happening.  


We know that the growth process goes through different stages 



and some are more precarious than others.  
There are all kinds of mysteries 


or ways in which God works in the growth of a mustard seed to a full bush 



to flesh out this idea 


that God works through small things to bring big changes.

Parables allow us to enter 


and dwell within a concept 



without putting all of our issues on it 



and rejecting the idea because it doesn't work with what we want.  


They tell our story 



without telling our story.  

David was led to condemn himself 


by Samuel telling the story of a rich man 



who stole another mans sheep.  

David condemned the man to death, 


before Samuel revealed that David was the man with Bathsheeba.  

That is because a parable 


“slows down comprehension, 


blocks automatic prejudicial reactions, 


dismantles stereotypes.”

Jesus wants us to come to him, 


ready to engage as active learners.  


This is hard to do with facts.  

But many of you have confessed to occasionally 


being distracted by a sermon illustration 



and were apologetic about it.  

But this might be a sign that you are hearing well enough, 


that you are entering into the word that is being proclaimed 



and dwelling there, 



allowing it to transform you.  

So if you loose track of the sermon because you were planning your grocery list, 


feel free to apologize.  

If it was because you took a illustration 


or a parable further, 



that is the hope 



and intention of Jesus' teaching in parables.  

We should recognize the root of para from parallel, 


or along side of.  

The meaning of the compound word Parable is 


“thrown down along side of.”  

Jesus throws these stories about seeds and yeast 


in response to a long day of people questioning him about how he does things.  

One of the hard things about the faith, 


is those days when people decide they are going to ask all their questions of you, 



but not bother to wait for the answers.  

Jesus' short stories give the short answer, 


but require the people asking 



to actually gestate his words 




to hear the answer.   

There is probably no better way for us to understand the Kingdom of God than this.  


God is not an idea.  


God is a person with depth and intricacies, 



mysteries we can not fully grasp.  

So parables allow us to live in who God is 


without being able to fully explain everything about God.  

Let us pick up the words Jesus throws down beside us 


and examine what they mean for our everyday life, 



with soft malleable hearts.
