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Libby Althaus Receives Lake County 4-H'er of the Year Award
By Haley Searls
Libby Althaus was presented
the 2022 Lake County 4-H'er of
the Year Award at a special ceremony during the Lake County
Fair. Libby's award included a
trophy and a cash prize. Lake
County Chamber of Commerce
and Harbor Insurance sponsored
the 4-H'er of the Year Award.
4-H youth in grades 9 and up
are eligible to be nominated for
the 4-H'er of the Year Award. The
award is “to recognize their accomplishments in and out of 4H,” says Tracey Anderson, Lake
County's Extension Educator for
4-H Youth Development. Youth
can be nominated for the award
by their 4-H Club Leaders, their
families, or they can nominate
themselves. The nomination process includes a form to be filled
out and submitted, along with a
summary of the nominee's

achievements and contributions
to leadership and community service both in and out of 4-H.
Althaus, a senior in high
school, is an active member of
the Silver Creek 4-H Club. She
is the current President of the
Lake County 4-H Federation and
a member of the Horse Project
Committee.
A passion for horseback riding
has led Althaus to the Minnesota
4-H State Horse Show five years
and this year. She will be riding
in the show from September 1619 at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.
Congratulations, Libby, for receiving Lake County's 4-H'er of
the Year Award! We're looking
forward to hearing about more of
your 4-H achievements.

Libby Althaus receiving her award at the Lake County Fair.
(photo courtesy of Christine Althaus)

Habitat for Humanity Helps Homeowners
By Haley Searls
Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity
recently completed a project in Silver Bay as part
of their Age in Place program. The Age in Place
program is designed to allow elderly residents
to remain in their homes “longer and safer,” says
programs director Darren Schmitt.
Habitat for Humanity says that, “Aging in place
extends longevity and quality of life, and safe
and stable housing and community networks are
core to these outcomes. Surveys of homeowners
that partner with us show they're mentally and
physically healthier, feel safer at home, and engage with their family and friends more.”

Pictured above: The crumbling concrete deck before Habitat for Humanity took on the project.
(photo courtesy of Darren Schmitt)
Pictured below: The final project by Habitat for Humanity, a new deck.
(photo courtesy of Darren Schmitt)

The Silver Bay project involved a crumbling
concrete deck where “the stairs and railings were
becoming unsafe due to the effects of our lovely
winters on the concrete,” says Schmitt. After removing the concrete, it was revealed that the
concrete had formed a poor seal with the home,
allowing water to seep into the framing and rot
the baseplate along the wall. This rotting permitted water and air into the basement.
Habitat for Humanity repaired the damaged
wall, a task that involved leveling the foundation in that area. They also built a treated wood
deck in place of the concrete one. Scenic Construction of Two Harbors aided the volunteers
from Habitat for Humanity, and the team finished
the project in four days.
In Two Harbors, Habitat for Humanity has two
projects in process that are slated to be finished
the week of September 12th. A crew from Stanley LaBounty is helping with these projects.
The first project involves replacing a set of
stairs for a homeowner who finds them too narrow to navigate safely in winter. The second
project involves installing railings on the front
and back stairs and repairing the sidewalk so that
the homeowner can access their home more
safely.
Thank you, Habitat for Humanity, for helping
local elderly homeowners be able to Age in Place.
For more information or to become involved with
Habitat for Humanity, visit their website at https:/
/www.habitat.org/.
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