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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 9:30 

Sunday school 9:30 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

       
       

  1 
All Saints Day 

 
10:00  
Lakeview  
Communion 

 2 
4:00  
Confirmation 
5:30 Diaconate 
6:00 Worship     
        Board 
7:00 Choir  
 

3 

 

 
 11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

4 5 

6 Daylight 

Savings Time 

Ends 

Communion 
9:30 Worship 
Sunday School 

7 8 
7:00 Facilities 
Board 

 

9 
4:00  
Confirmation 
5:15 Mission  
        Board 
6:30 CE Board 
7:00 Choir  

10 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 
5:15  
Hospitality     
 Board 

11 
9:00 Council  
Agenda Items 
Due 
 
All day baking 
day-hospitality 

12 
 

All day baking 
day-hospitality 

13 
 

9:30 Worship 
Sunday School 

14 15 
10:00  
Goldfinch 
Communion 

16 
4:00  
Confirmation 
5:45 Church   
        Council 
5:30 Play practice 

7:00 Choir  

17 
9:30 Bible 
Study 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

18  

Germain/Hueper 
reserved 

9:00 December 
Newsletter 
Additions Due 

Glows Parade 

19 

Emma Germain/
Jamis Hueper  
Wedding  

20 

9:30 Joint  
Worship at  
St.. John’s UCC/
SS at First Cong. 

11:00-1:00 
Wedding  
Reception 

21 
 

 

22 
 
 

23 
4:00  
NO Confirmation 

 
7:00 NO Choir 

 
 

24 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
9:30 Worship 
Sunday School 
Blessing Box: 
Church World 
Services-”Best 
Gift” Missions 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
4:00  
Confirmation 
5:30 Play practice 
5:30 Free  
Community Meal 
7:00 Choir  

 
 
 

  

NOV. 2022 

 
In all things, give  
  thanks 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 



 



 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 10-19-2022 

 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Kay Campe, Marilyn Forstrom, Dave Adams, Ellen Germain, Cathy Celander, Catherine Johnson, Eric 
Johnson, Larry Lasch and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory Germain, Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. 

The Council met in the Fireside Room at 5:45 PM. The meeting was called to order by Moderator Abigail Anderson. Pastor Cory led in pray-
er. Minutes of the September 21 meeting were approved as printed. Motion M/S/C (Dave/Kay). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that investments are fluctuating at the moment.  She is in process to close the Parsonage 
Fund and move it into the General Operating Reserve prior to year-end. The financial report looks a little different. The Brodt donation is now 
listed after our ending checking account balance.  The year-to-date offerings are at 67% of budget. Proposed budget requests are due to Cathe-
rine by Nov. 14.  Motion was M/S/C (Ellen/Marilyn) to receive the Treasurer’s report. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory reported on his activities.  He is currently attending Zoom meetings with other pastors to talk about racism. He 
has a family event coming up: Emma’s wedding on Nov. 19.  The Sunday church worship service will be at St. John’s UCC with wedding 
reception after at First Congregational on Nov.20. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: Ellen Germain reported that Christmas play practices will be Nov. 16 &30 and Dec. 7 & 14. Meal at 5:30 PM 
and practice 6-6:45 PM. The Shrek-themed Christmas play written by Abby will be performed on December 18. Gingerbread houses will be 
made on December 4 after church. 

 Hospitality:  Cathy Celander reported that they have been busy with Harvest Festival preparations. There will be an in-person Cook-
ie Walk on Dec. 2 with a baking day on Nov. 11. 

 Facilities: Larry Lasch reported that the outside step project is completed. Council took a trip into Heritage Hall to look at old steam 
pipe coverings on the ceiling that have been dropping pieces. Motion was M/S/C to repair these coverings up to $800. (Marilyn/Amanda) John 
Thate has trimmed some trees around the church, but hasn’t asked to be paid. A motion was M/S/C to pay him $300 for his work. (Dave/Ellen) 

 Diaconate: Eric Johnson shared that Diaconate board is doing the Oct. 26 Community Meal with chili as a main dish. They are work-
ing on updating the active member list. It costs the church $10/active member each year. They think there are about 9 members to be moved 
from active membership. Also, they are working on definitions of different member categories and trying to simplifying lists.  They will be 
looking for any glass Communion cups in the church.  

Missions:  Amanda Forstrom reported that the November Blessing Box is designated for Church World Services - “Best Gift.” A 
variety of different gifts are available to view at cwsbestgift.org. The September Free Community Meal hosted by the Chubb House volunteers 
served 122 meals. The Mission board will serve the November Free Community Meal and make a change to no drive-thru service offered.  

 Worship:  Dave Adams reported that the Sentinel has been updated to reflect 9:30 Worship/Sunday school and discussed where else 
needs to be updated. Discussion of 9:30 AM time. Nov. 6 is All Saints day, and Nov. 20 is a joint worship at St. John’s UCC. Talked about 
investing in banners, decorations, and stoles for Joyce/music. A guitar player is needed also. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  The Stewardship/pledge campaign is on Oct 23. Kay is sending out a reminder on Facebook, and Pastor Cory 
will have a reminder in his weekly email. The Budget committee meeting will be on Nov. 28 with a 5:30 PM meal/6 PM meeting. This in-
cludes Council, a rep from each board and at-large members. Marilyn is working on the slate. 

OLD BUSINESS: Christina Hainy was hired for the administrative assistant position. 

 NEW BUSINESS:  Discussion about signs in front of church. The sign by the Free Little Pantry has rotted posts. A motion was M/S/C to 
remove the sign by the Pantry. (Kay/Ellen) The Glows Parade is on Nov. 18, and we will plan for food at the church.  

Pastor Cory closed the meeting with a prayer, and Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

25-Sep Memory of Bryan Hoben Starfish Byron & Becky Phillips  

2-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse Starfish Cindy & Jon Anderson  

2-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse   Dolores Gronewald  

2-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse Starfish Tom & Kathy Jorgensen  

2-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse General Larry & Carolyn Thompson  

2-Oct Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich  

9-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse Starfish Eric & Catherine Johnson  

9-Oct Memory of Randy Kruse   Pat & Randy Rowan  

9-Oct Memory of Cheryl George   Pat & Randy Rowan  

16-Oct Memory of Bev Norman Starfish Jane Kotewa  

16-Oct Memory of Cheryl George   Donna & Dean Grotte  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

MEMORIALS 

HyVee & Fareway Receipts Report as of 16 October 2022 
 

During the last three weeks $21,927.44 (14.62%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.    After 26 
weeks, Hy-Vee is at $111,114.40 (74.08%) toward the 15th $150,000 goal.  There is a good 
chance that the $150,000 goal will be met yet this year.   

 

During the same three weeks, $4,325.79 (2.88%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 93 
weeks, Fareway is at $123,920.07 (82.61%) toward our 4th $150,000 goal. It will still take about 
20 weeks to reach the $150,000.   

 

This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  Any 
Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Gas, 
Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us toward the goal.  Thanks to all who bring/mail 
the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping them off at my house.  Even the very small 
amounts help.   

 

Reported by Jim Bock 

 



CE News 

  

Help Wanted:  Watch for our youth and members in the local papers 

    Do you read the print versions of the Photo Press, Sentinel, Martin County Star, and/or the Faribault 

County Register?  Would you be willing to cut out pictures and articles that include our children and 

members?  The articles could be brought or mailed to the church.  We will put them on the bulletin boards 

so that we can all celebrate what the people of our church are doing in the community.  Please contact 

Ellen Germain for more information or to let her know that you will help out with this project. Thank you!!  

Looking ahead:  

The Children’s Christmas Play practice starts in November!!! On November 16 and 30 will we have play 

practice for the December 18th Christmas play.  Everybody between ages 3- 18 who wants to participate is 

welcome and encouraged to come!  It will be a fun time for all.  There will be a meal at 5:30.  Practice is 

from 6-6:45.  

 

Donate Ginger Bread House 

decorations:  Please consider donating items to 

decorate the Gingerbread Houses. There is a box for 

donations outside the church office.  This is what is 

needed  (  insert list from Abby) . 

 

 

 

   

     Make a Gingerbread House:  
December 4th after worship in Heritage Hall. Bring yourself 

and your nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and/ or neighbor 

kids.   A light brunch will be served.  

 

On Sunday, November 20, 
there is a joint service at St. 
John’s UCC at 9:30 AM.  

 Sunday School will be at 
9:30 AM at First Congrega-
tional UCC.  



 



 



MISSION MINUTE 
-The Missions Board will be serving the free 

Community Meal on Wednesday, November 30th. 

-The November Blessing Box offering is           

designated for Church World Services-”Best 

Gift” Missions. View the variety of different 

gifts available at cwsbestgift.org. 

 

Wedding Reception Open House 
Please celebrate the wedding of Emma Germain and Jamis 

Heuper on Sunday, November 20, 2022 at a wedding        
reception open house from 11 AM to 1 PM in the Narthex. 

New Staff 

 I’m the new Administrative Assistant, Christina Hainy. 
My family and I have been church members since about 1995 
so I’m a familiar face! My husband is Cory. He works at Avery 
Weigh-Tronix as a Senior Research &    Development  Manag-
er, coaches the Fairmont girls’ varsity softball team and ref-
erees football & basketball. We have three children: Cameron, 
Sydney and Paige.  Cameron is a controls engineer in Alexan-
dria. Sydney is a chef in Minneapolis, and Paige is a Senior at 
Fairmont High School.  I’m excited to be working at the 
church for the congregation who means so much to me!  
Please, stop in the office to say hello! 

GLOWS PARADE 

The Glows Parade is on Friday, November 18. We 

will be serving free popcorn and hot apple cider 

outside in front of the church before and during the 

parade. 



The PRC meets quarterly each year to discuss 

joys and concerns regarding our pastoral leader-
ship. If you have input for the committee, please 

contact any of the PRC members: Jon Neitzel, 
Deb Thate,  Sherry Voyles, Dave Meschke and 

Pastor Cory Germain. 

THIS ‘N THAT 

From the Worship Board- 
There will be a Joint Service at  
St. John’s UCC at 9:30 AM on 

Sunday, November 20th. 

Thank you Kathy, Dolores, Joanne, 

Sherry and Margo 

for folding and sealing the October 

Newsletters! 

The newsletter is available (in color) 

on the church website. 

http://www.fairmontucc.org 

Dear Congo family, 

 It’s hard to believe it’s been a little over 2 months since we left 
Fairmont. We miss you all a lot and when we watch the service online I 
just want to be back in our pew. We love being back in VA near our 
daughter but miss this church!!! 

 We are doing well. We found a home, are moved in, mostly un-
packed and had a visit from our son and his family from AZ all last week. 
We will start our search for a new church soon but FCC will be a tough act 
to follow. We have never been in a church where we felt at home so 
quickly and really felt like part of the church. Pray that God will lead us 
where we need to be. 

      With love, Izzy and Pauline Cruz 

*New address:  1531 Nester Drive, Winchester, VA 22601 

Reminder:  Daylight Savings Time 
ends on Sunday, November 6th!  
Turn your clocks back 1 hour. 



 READERS’ RECIPES           

 

This is a fall dessert recipe from Carolyn Thompson.  

Caramel Apple Walnut Bars 
1  3/4 C. flour     1 C. butter      

1 C. quick oatmeal    20 unwrapped caramels 

1/2 C. brown sugar    1 can sweetened condensed milk 

1/2 tsp. baking soda    1 can apple pie filling 

1/2 tsp. salt     1 C. Chopped walnuts     

 

Combine flour, oatmeal, brown sugar, baking soda and salt; cut butter in until 
crumbly. Reserve 1  1/2 C. of this crumb mixture for later. Pat remaining mix-
ture into a greased 9 x 13” cake pan. Bake for 15 minutes at 350 degrees.     
During this time, heat the caramels and sweetened condensed milk over low 
heat until melted. Spoon apple filling onto crust. Then, top with the caramel 
mixture. Add the chopped walnuts to the reserved crumb mixture and put on 
top. Bake another 20-30 minutes until set.                            



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC—FAIRMONT, MN 

  November Anniversaries 
  

  3 David & Lisa Meschke   15 years 
18 Gene & Barb Pitcher  44 years 
21 Cory & Ellen Germain  24 years 
23 Bill & Pat Cowing    66 years 
29 Bill & Barb Bittman  47 years 
 Byron & Becky Phillips  53 years 

  November Birthdays 
 
 

  5 Jessica Bicknase 
  7 Alyzae Prindle   
  8 Tom Jorgensen    
  9 Joy Pollock 
10  Conrad Zoeller 
11  Bob Cone 
 Tana Lasch                                                                     
13  Dalton Massey 
14 Hillary Forstrom Harrison 
16 Steve Draper 
17 Tyler Grefe 
20 Vince Vaughn 
 Reid Michael Cain 
23 Wanda Anderson 
 Lee Hanning 
 Reid Rosen  

 
 
 
25 Erica Jorgensen 
26 Kate Hawkins   
27 Jodie Whitmore 
29 Ryan Meyer 
 Jeff Skog  
 Dakota Gilbertson                   
30 Jenny Willard 
 Savannah Goerndt  
 


