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I evening meetings & activities I
| Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. I
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The Reverend’y Ruminationy - November 2022

What iz it about the shorter days and cooler temperatures that makes us crave more “comfort food™?
Have you started baking already, or made your first batch of chili? Maybe you purchased some additional
ham loaves and mustard sauce like we did after the annual Fall Festival Ham Loaf Dinner? Even if you
didnt, | bet wou can =till taste that delicious church meal. Attendance may not have been what it was fen
or more years ago (when the tables would have to be reset more than once), but the meal was every bit
as good. Ittakes a lot of work—and no smiall bit of organization—to bring together an event like this, and
for that | want to zay a huge THANK ¥OU to our Hospitality Board and all the additional volunteers that
made it succeszsful once again!

Seeing Heritage Hall filled with church and community members enjoying a great meal, supporiing our
church financially, | am reminded of the blessing of being called to pastor such an active and vibrant
church now six years ago. Your love, support, time, and efforie—whether large or small—help First
Congregational UCC continue to put its best foot forward in this community and share the gospel of Christ
with a world longing for hope.

Az | prepared fo “ruminate” about November activities and challenges, | happened across a recent mailing
from Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, the General Minister and Prezident of the United Church of Christ. In it, he
addresses what many of us are experiencing these days. Let me include a portion of it here for you to
ruminate upon as well:

“We are a people divided, a couniry spiit on foo many issues fo name. And many are the powers
that thrive on keeping us divided, pitfing one person or group against another.

But you are different. You are part of the United Church of Christ. You are about loving God and
neighbor. You are about building bigger tables. You are about giving everyone a voice. You are
about uniting across our divisions fo join with the Holy Spirit in working foward a just world for ail.

You are about upholding the democratic principles of social equity and the equal power of each
person made in God's image...

... Together we are stronger than the divisions. Together our churches are stronger in withess fo
Christ's love for all people. Together we offer extravagant welcome and radical hospitality fo a world
seeking lives of deeper meaning and greater value.”

Yes, this was also a letter seeking financial support for the UCC Annual Fund. But in much the zame way
that we have been speaking about the call to share "Love, Time, and Money” during our own Growing in
zenerosity, Rooted in Faith stewardship campaign, being a Christian—and a United Chureh of Christ
member in particular—calls us to a deeper understanding of world events, institutional policies,
community struggles, and individual relationzships. Rather than allow ourselves to be pulled into the
chazm of fear, hate, or division 2o prominent in our country (and accentuated by scheming mid-term
election ads), we are called to rize above the politicism of seemingly every detail of public life. We are
called instead to model Christ's grace, love, and care for those around us. The Apostle Paul put it this
way when he wrote to a young Christian congregation in Colossae:

“Az God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and pafience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Abowve all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, fo which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Lef the word
of Christ dwell in you richly; feach and admonish one another in all wisdom ... And whalever you do,
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.” (Colossians 3:12-17, NRSY)

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Covy Germair



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
FAIRMONT, MN
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 10-19-2022

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Kay Campe, Marilyn Forstrom, Dave Adams, Ellen Germain, Cathy Celander, Catherine Johnson, Eric
Johnson, Larry Lasch and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory Germain, Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer.

The Council met in the Fireside Room at 5:45 PM. The meeting was called to order by Moderator Abigail Anderson. Pastor Cory led in pray-
er. Minutes of the September 21 meeting were approved as printed. Motion M/S/C (Dave/Kay).

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that investments are fluctuating at the moment. She is in process to close the Parsonage
Fund and move it into the General Operating Reserve prior to year-end. The financial report looks a little different. The Brodt donation is now
listed after our ending checking account balance. The year-to-date offerings are at 67% of budget. Proposed budget requests are due to Cathe-
rine by Nov. 14. Motion was M/S/C (Ellen/Marilyn) to receive the Treasurer’s report.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory reported on his activities. He is currently attending Zoom meetings with other pastors to talk about racism. He
has a family event coming up: Emma’s wedding on Nov. 19. The Sunday church worship service will be at St. John’s UCC with wedding
reception after at First Congregational on Nov.20.

BOARD REPORTS:

Christian Education: Ellen Germain reported that Christmas play practices will be Nov. 16 &30 and Dec. 7 & 14. Meal at 5:30 PM
and practice 6-6:45 PM. The Shrek-themed Christmas play written by Abby will be performed on December 18. Gingerbread houses will be
made on December 4 after church.

Hospitality: Cathy Celander reported that they have been busy with Harvest Festival preparations. There will be an in-person Cook-
ie Walk on Dec. 2 with a baking day on Nov. 11.

Facilities: Larry Lasch reported that the outside step project is completed. Council took a trip into Heritage Hall to look at old steam
pipe coverings on the ceiling that have been dropping pieces. Motion was M/S/C to repair these coverings up to $800. (Marilyn/Amanda) John
Thate has trimmed some trees around the church, but hasn’t asked to be paid. A motion was M/S/C to pay him $300 for his work. (Dave/Ellen)

Diaconate: Eric Johnson shared that Diaconate board is doing the Oct. 26 Community Meal with chili as a main dish. They are work-
ing on updating the active member list. It costs the church $10/active member each year. They think there are about 9 members to be moved
from active membership. Also, they are working on definitions of different member categories and trying to simplifying lists. They will be
looking for any glass Communion cups in the church.

Missions: Amanda Forstrom reported that the November Blessing Box is designated for Church World Services - “Best Gift.” A
variety of different gifts are available to view at cwsbestgift.org. The September Free Community Meal hosted by the Chubb House volunteers
served 122 meals. The Mission board will serve the November Free Community Meal and make a change to no drive-thru service offered.

Worship: Dave Adams reported that the Sentinel has been updated to reflect 9:30 Worship/Sunday school and discussed where else
needs to be updated. Discussion of 9:30 AM time. Nov. 6 is All Saints day, and Nov. 20 is a joint worship at St. John’s UCC. Talked about
investing in banners, decorations, and stoles for Joyce/music. A guitar player is needed also.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Stewardship/pledge campaign is on Oct 23. Kay is sending out a reminder on Facebook, and Pastor Cory
will have a reminder in his weekly email. The Budget committee meeting will be on Nov. 28 with a 5:30 PM meal/6 PM meeting. This in-
cludes Council, a rep from each board and at-large members. Marilyn is working on the slate.

OLD BUSINESS: Christina Hainy was hired for the administrative assistant position.

NEW BUSINESS: Discussion about signs in front of church. The sign by the Free Little Pantry has rotted posts. A motion was M/S/C to
remove the sign by the Pantry. (Kay/Ellen) The Glows Parade is on Nov. 18, and we will plan for food at the church.

Pastor Cory closed the meeting with a prayer, and Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk
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Memory of Randy Kruse
Memory of Randy Kruse
Memory of Peggy Heinrich
Memory of Randy Kruse
Memory of Randy Kruse
Memory of Cheryl George
Memory of Bev Norman

Memory of Cheryl George

Starfish

General

Starfish

Starfish
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Tom & Kathy Jorgensen
Larry & Carolyn Thompson
Les Heinrich

Eric & Catherine Johnson
Pat & Randy Rowan

Pat & Randy Rowan

Jane Kotewa

Donna & Dean Grotte

During the last three weeks $21,927.44 (14.62%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.
weeks, Hy-Vee is at $111,114.40 (74.08%) toward the 15" $150,000 goal. There is a good
chance that the $150,000 goal will be met yet this year.

HyVee & Fareway Receipts Report as of 16 October 2022

During the same three weeks, $4,325.79 (2.88%) worth of Fareway slips were received. After 93
weeks, Fareway is at $123,920.07 (82.61%) toward our 4™ $150,000 goal. It will still take about
20 weeks to reach the $150,000.

This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used. Any
Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used. Even slips from Hy-Vee Gas,
Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us toward the goal. Thanks to all who bring/mail

the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping them off at my house. Even the very small

amounts help.

Reported by

Jim Bock

After 26




Donate Ginger Bread House

decorations: piease consider donating items to

decorate the Gingerbread Houses. There is a box for
donations outside the church office. This is what is

On Sunday, November 20,
there is a joint service at St.
John'’s UCC at 9:30 AM.

Sunday School will be at
9:30 AM at First Congrega-
tional UCC.

Make o Gingerbread House:

December 4" after worship in Heritage Hall. Bring yourself

and your nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and/ or neighbor
kids. A light brunch will be served.




rightnow MEDIA

*Worship services from First Congregational UCC are available (& searchable by date)
alongside the other great content on the rightnow MEDIA website & app!

Sometimes I go digging deep in the righnowMEDIA vaults to find unique rec- righreses ra o2

-

ommendations for my monthly review, but this month I'm highlighting a cou-
ple of great "new & popular” selections that you may see scrolling at the top
of the webpage when you log in. Since we're in the middle of football season,
the first one that caught my eye features two legendary NFL figures: two-
time Minnesota Gophers MVP guarterback (and Tampa Bay Buccaneers and
Indianapolis Colts head coach) Tony Dungy and his good friend, sportscaster THE EHHE OF LIFE
James Brown. Men, I challenge you to tune in to these 3 brief episodes to [V I TR T, RN
learm why God wants ¥YOU to be on his team, to practice, and to be effective ]

at The Game of Life: TONY DLUHGY

Every game has rules. In order to win, you've got to know your goal, your responsi-
hilities on the team, and how to succeed all while playing 3" the rules. The same is
true for the game of life. When we know the Word of God, his mission for us, and
how to achieve that mission, we can live with a powerful impact. In this three-
session series, sportscaster James Brown and former NFL coach Tony Dungy will ex-
plore how we can live for God and serve him well. God has a purpose for you—are
you ready to get on the field?

Mow that that school is in full swing and the sun is setting so much earlier, are you struggling with
bedtime routines for your kids? Maybe it's time for some good stories to not only help get them
ready for bed, but inspire some learming from the greatest storyteller—Jesus! Former college & pro
football fullback and current Dallas Cowboys chaplain, Jonathan Evans, offers the whole family a fun
animated exploration of Jesus’ teachings in everyday family life:

Join the Evans family as Jonathan leverages the minis of Jesus to
teach life lessons to his five children (ages 3-13) through everyday
activities and family adventures.

=[5

TQFEIE&E Seemingly normal activities—such as a fun family cooking competi-

- tion, camping in the l_:ireat outdoors, a trip to a theme park, or a
FHLI":HF'HLFE:I:'IF‘IIE : hands-on homeschool activity—turn into hysterical adventures and
L JEdl epic teachable moments.

Jonathan and Kanika follow up the day’s events with a bedtime Bible
lesson that connects their experience to the teachings of Jesus in a
way their children will never forget!

Whenever the kids realize they are about to hear the Stories from the
Storyteller, they'll be begging for bedtime!

*3Stll need to sign up for a FREE rightnow MEDIA account? There are 3 convenient ways: Ol 5L
Go to :
Text FCONG to 49775, gr scan this QR code with your smartphone camera or code reader—= OF 2

Once logged in to your FREE account, you can click directly on “First Congregational UCC" near the top of
the page to access the "Fairmont Worship Services” channel, or "Pastor Cory’s Picks"—which is where
you'll find videocs I've recommended here, as well as others that interest me. Stay tuned... the list chang-
es as [ discover new picks! If you've discovered a show or video on rightnow MEDIA that you think oth-

ers would enjoy, email me and I'll promote it in next month's column.
~ Pasler Cory



2022 Cookie Walk Donation Requests

1. 10 lbs. Gold Medal Flour

2. 10 lbs. Gold Medal Flour

3. 10 lbs. Gold Medal Flour

4, 10lbs. Sugar

5. 10 lbs. Sugar

6. 2 lbs. Unsalted butter

7. 2 lbs. Unsalted butter

8. 2 Ibs. Unsalted butter

9. 2 Ibs. Unsalted butter

10. 2 Ibs. Un=alted butter

11. 2 Ibs. Salted butter

12. 2 |bs. Salted butter

13. 2 |bs. Salted butter

14, 2 |bs. Salted dry roasted peanuts

15. & Ibs. C&H Powdered Sugar

16. & Ibs. C&H Powdered Sugar

17. 1 box cornstarch

18. 4 Ibs. C&H light brown sugar

19. 2 Ibs. C&H light brown sugar

20. 1 large Iif Creamy Peanut Butter

21. 4 pkgs. Mint Truffle Hershey Kisses

22,1 Boz. Watkins vanilla

23. 1 family size bag Hershey kisses

24. 1 Ibs. salted cocktail peanuts

25. 24 oz white chocolate baking bars

26. 3 bottles dark molasses

27. 3 pkgs. White Almond bark

28. 2 pkgs Chocolate Almond bark

29, 4 12 oz bags Hershey or Nestles Milk Choco Chips

If you are able, the Hospitality Board appreciates any donations you can give. If you
would rather give a monetary donation and have our board purchase ingredients, we
would be thankful as well. If you are donating ingredients, please have the
ingredients to the church prior to November 11*™. Hospitality Board thanks you for

your support of this fundraiser.



GLOWS PARADE

The Glows Parade is on Friday, November 18. We
will be serving free popcorn and hot apple cider
outside in front of the church before and during the
parade.

Wedding Reception Open House

s
Q Please celebrate the wedding of Emma Germain and Jamis
— Heuper on Sunday, November 20, 2022 at a wedding
reception open house from 11 AM to 1 PM in the Narthex.

New Staff

I’m the new Administrative Assistant, Christina Hainy.
My family and | have been church members since about 1995
so I’m a familiar face! My husband is Cory. He works at Avery
Weigh-Tronix as a Senior Research & Development Manag-
er, codches the Fairmont girls’ varsity softball team and ref-
erees football & basketball. We have three children: Cameron,
Sydney and Paige. Cameron is a controls engineer in Alexan-
dria. Sydney is a chef in Minneapolis, and Paige is a Senior at
Fairmont High School. I’m excited to be working at the
church for the congregation who means so much to me!
Please, stop in the office to say hello!

WMISSTION MINUTE
-The WMissions Board will be serving the free
Commumity Meal on Wednesday, November 30th.
-The November Blessing Box offerivg is
designated for Church World Services-"Best
@ift” Missious. View the variety of different
gifts available at cwsbestgift.oro.



THIS ‘N THAT

W From the Worship Board-
There will be a Joint Service at

St. John’s UCC at 9:30 AM on

Sunday, November 20th. 4
Thank you Kathy, Dolores, Joanve,
Sherry and WMargo
for folding and sealing the October
; Newsletters!
Reminder: Daylight Savings Time The PRC meets quarterly each year to discuss '
ends on Sunday, November 6th! joys and concerns regarding our pastoral leader-
| Turn your clocks back 1 hour. ship. If you have input for the committee, please
contact any of the PRC members: Jon Neitzel,
Deb Thate, Sherry Voyles, Dave Meschke and
Pastor Cory Germain.
The newsletter is available (in color)
on the church website.
http://www.fairmontucc.org -
Dear Congo family,
It’s hard to believe it’s been a little over 2 months since we left
Fairmont. We miss you all a lot and when we watch the service online I
just want to be back in our pew. We love being back in VA near our
daughter but miss this church!!!
We are doing well. We found a home, are moved in, mostly un- -

packed and had a visit from our son and his family from AZ all last week.
We will start our search for a new church soon but FCC will be a tough act
to follow. We have never been in a church where we felt at home so
quickly and really felt like part of the church. Pray that God will lead us
where we need to be.

With love, Izzy and Pauline Cruz
*New address: 1531 Nester Drive, Winchester, VA 22601




READERS’ RECIPES

This is a fall dessert recipe from Carolyn Thompson.

Caramel Apple Walnut Bars

1 3/4 C. flour 1C. butter

1 C. quick oatmeal 20 unwrapped caramels

1/2 C. brown sugar 1 can sweetened condensed milk
1/2 tsp. baking soda 1 can apple pie filling

1/2 tsp. salt 1C. Chopped walnuts

Combine flour, oatmeal, brown sugar, baking soda and salt; cut butter in until
crumbly. Reserve 1 1/2 C. of this crumb mixture for later. Pat remaining mix-
ture into a greased 9 x 13” cake pan. Bake for 15 minutes at 350 degrees.
During this time, heat the caramels and sweetened condensed milk over low
heat until melted. Spoon apple filling onto crust. Then, top with the caramel
mixture. Add the chopped walnuts to the reserved crumb mixture and put on
top. Bake another 20-30 minutes until set.




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC—FAIRMONT, MIN

November Birthdays

Jessica Bicknase

Alyzae Prindle

Tom Jorgensen

Joy Pollock

Conrad Zoeller

Bob Cone

Tana Lasch

13 Dalton Massey

14 Hillary Forstrom Harrison

16 Steve Draper

17 Tyler Grefe

20 Vince Vaughn
Reid Michael Cain

23 Wanda Anderson

Lee Hanning

Reid Rosen

O WOo~NOM

—_—

18
21
23
29

25
26
27
29

30

Erica Jorgensen
Kate Hawkins
Jodie Whitmore
Ryan Meyer

Jeff Skog

Dakota Gilbertson
Jenny Willard
Savannah Goerndt

November Anniversaries

David & Lisa Meschke
Gene & Barb Pitcher
Cory & Ellen Germain
Bill & Pat Cowing

Bill & Barb Bittman
Byron & Becky Phillips

15 years
44 years
24 years
66 years
47 years
53 years



