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The following is an excerpt from an E-Mail. It so eloquently states what we are
doing as a club that I thought it got the message across better than anything I
could say.
Back in September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a social
studies school teacher at Robinson High School in Little Rock,
did something not to be forgotten. On the first day of school,
with permission of the school superintendent, the principal and
the building supervisor, she took
all of the desks out of the classroom.
The kids came into first period,
they walked in, there were no desks. They obviously looked around and said,
"Ms. Cothren, Where's our desk?" And she said, "You can't have a desk until
you tell me how you earn them."

Important Dates
t o Remember

They thought, "Well, maybe it's our grades."

•

May Meeting - May 1

"No," she said.

•

May Turn-In • May 1 9

•

J u n e M e e t i n g - June 5

•

June T u r n - i n - J u n e 15

•

July M e e t i n g - J u l y 3 ?

•

July T u r n - i n - July 21

"Maybe it's our behavior."
And she told them, "No, it's not even your behavior."
Continued on page 2

Demonstrating in May-Aaron Sapp

The demonstrator for the May 1 meeting will be Aaron Sapp. Aaron will be
demonstrating a variety of pen turning tecliniques and will answer questions
about pen turning. Aaron teaches a variety of pen turning classes at the Woodcraft Store in Franklin. This should be a most entertaining and informative
presentation.
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President's Letter cont (from Page 1)
And so they came and went in the first period, still no desks in the classroom.
Second period, same thing, third period. By early afternoon television news
crews had gathered in Ms. Cothren's class to find out about this crazy teacher
who had taken all the desks out of the classroom. The last period of the day,
Martha Cothren gathered her class. They were at this time sitting on the floor
around the sides of the room. And she says, "Throughout the day no one has
really understood how you earn the desks that sit in this classroom ordinarily."
She said, "Now I'm going to tell you."

Our Goal as a club is
500 pens for the
Troops by Veterans
Day
••yV/y:-y-:i-A

Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened it, and as
she did 27 U.S. veterans, wearing their uniforms, walked into that classroom,
each one carrying a school desk. And they placed those school desks in rows,
and then they stood along the wall. And by the time they had finished placing
those desks, those kids for the first time I think perhaps in their lives understood how they earned those desks.
Martha said, "You don't have to earn those desks. These guys did it for you.
They put them out there for you, but it's up to you to sit here responsibly to
learn, to be good students and good citizens, because they paid a price for you
to have that desk, and don't ever forget it."
My friend, I think sometimes we forget that the freedoms that we have are freedoms not because of celebrities. The freedoms are because of ordinary people
who did extraordinaiy things, who loved this country more than life itself, and
who not only eamed a school desk for a kid at the Robinson High School in Little Rock, but who eamed a seat for you and me to enjoy this great land we call
home, this wonderful nation that we better iove enough to protect and preserve
with the kind of conservative, solid values and principles that made us a great
nation.
"We live in the Land of the Free because of the brave"

Remember our Troops...

Our Program this month will be by Aaron Sapp. He will take us tltrough the
process needed to turn a pen. Once he finishes the program you will have all
the knowledge you need to turn a pen. Woodcraft of Nashville is also providing pen kits and pen blanks for you to have to turn pens. Of course if you want
to donate some of your own then we will gladly accept them.
Please help us reach our goal of having 500 pens for the troops by Veterans
Day ... A small sacrifice fi-om you for a large sacrifice by our troops and their
families.
David Sapp
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May's Open Turning Session at the Woodshop

For the month of May, we will meet at the TBCH Woodshop on May 19 at
8:00AM. The session will run from 8:00AM to 1:00PM. Ifyou have a particular
need to help you become a better turner or ifyou just have a tool that needs to
be sharpened correctly, come on by and someone will be there to assist. If you
have any questions, please contact Ray Sandusky at 615-300-0363.

Bring Your Pens to Donate

We have talked a lot about pen turning and donations to support our troops. The
club's goal of 500 pens for donation will require a significant effort from all
club members to reach this goal. The challenge is for each member to donate at
least 5 turned pens to The Freedom Pens Project this year.
Woodcraft will donate the pen kits and the wood or you can donate some of
your own. Design is up to you.
A few important things to remember:
• Each pen must be individually wrapped so save the plastic bag the pen kit
came in and put your completed pen in it.
• The soldiers really appreciate a small note telling them about the pen, about
your self and about how much you appreciate their service.
• Although you have some time before Veterans Day arrives on November
11, it will get here quicker than you think. Get those pens made and donated
today.

Items For Sale

Sears Router Grafter, new in box, $175 OBO
Sorby Beading Tools 5 Piece Set, like new/light use, $115 OBO
Sears Pantograph, older style, like new, $20
Ring Master for a Shopsmith Mark V, $235 OBO
Please call Randy Miles for more information at 615-298-3969 or by email at
randy@jrmiles.comi.
Central Machinery Lathe 14X40 never used with some tools - $250 OBO
Large piece of Walnut lumber 5x5x10' with some checking at ends (8 solid
feet usable)-$150 OBO
Please email Kristy at KristyLNolan@aol.com for more information.
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The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the American
Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting place for local
turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at Tennessee Baptist Children's Home off Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically
sponsors local exhibitions and demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.

