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PA Lifesharing Coalition Meeting December 13, 2013
· Jamie Boehme (boehmej@westmoreland.swsix.com ), and the training committee presented a training that can be used to educate supports coordinators about lifesharing.  The group gave some feed back which the training committee will take into consideration and revise the training if necessary.
· Introduction of Jen Fraker from ODP.  Jen has replaced Jeanne Parisi and will be attending the coalition meetings as her schedule allows.  She has been in human services for almost 20 years and with ODP for the last 5 years.
· Introduction of Denise Adams Moore.  Denise is the policy person for lifesharing at ODP and will also attend coalition meetings as time permits.
· Companionship exemption—from Denise: In November ODP met with Legal and OLTL to discuss impact of the ruling.  DPW legal will discuss issues with PA DOL, and they will get back to ODP by January 2014.  They will meet again in 4-6 weeks.  They will continue to attend DOL webinars, meet in the ODP office, and include DPW legal as to how the ruling will affect all services under DPW.  Any information will be shared as it can be.  They are gathering as much information as possible. ODP is trying to be proactive.
· Sub Care Bulletin—this draft bulletin was presented to the Focus Group.  Comments were received.  The bulletin has now been put on hold pending the final ruling from DOL.

· ANCOR and NASDDDS are both looking at the DOL issues and their impact on Lifesharing. Mel will share with Jen and Denise information from Jen V. saying that perhaps lifesharing is not included in the DOL ruling; however nothing official has been decided or distributed.   

· The more our lifesharing providers (LSP) look like employees the more difficult it will be to defend against the Companion exemption.  The Chapter 51 regulations speak to LSP being employees and that may add to the difficulty of proving LSP are independent contractors.  Agencies may need to make changes to their contracts with providers depending on the DOL ruling.
· Patty McCool is keeping Fred Lokuta up to date with what is going on regarding this issue in Pennsylvania.   Fred asked Mel to be co-chair for state centers and Lifesharing. 

· Lifesharing Initiative--$5000-if a person is moving from a community home to a lifesharing home can you apply?  Answer is yes.  Teresa Mislinski-ODP Point for lifesharing in the northeast told the group that ODP will not require receipts or documentation for the $5000, just be sure you are spending monies on what you put on your application.  ODP reports that as of now there is $75,000 left of the $200,000.  It is being used and appreciated.

· Lifesharing Awareness Month-  Let’s try to be prepared, make plans for October 2014, in expectation of the proclamation.   Maybe we should do something as a Coalition?  Let’s put this in our PATH in February.



Things that were done for lifesharing awareness month in 2013 around the state 


include: Open Houses, mailings, County Lifesharing Event—bi-monthly 



evening training for providers, recognized LSP with 10+ years of service, press 


releases (free advertising), internal newsletters, website announcements, 


purchased cups with the agency logo for providers, Meet & Greet for families on 


emergency PUNS, certificates for LSP recognizing number of years, ice cream 


social, attended conference, informational session (baseball theme), sessions 


within the agency to talk about lifesharing, giveaways, Chester County 



commissioners recognized LS awareness month, social media awareness, 


bonuses to LSP, presentation to CEO and fiscal managers and board of 



directors, took some families to lunch, wall of fame, printed proclamation, 


management team to each home for thanks and gift bag, shared DVD with staff 


and community homes, pot-luck dinner, presented LS to transition council, trivia 


leading to websites (agency and PA LS)
· Coalition Schedule for 2014



Feb 21-Camp Hill (Giant)



April 17—State College (Celebration Hall)



June 19- Camp Hill (Giant)



August 21- State College (Celebration Hall)



October 16-State College (Celebration Hall)



December 11-Camp Hill (Giant)

· Conference Evaluation— The 2013 Lifesharing Conference was a success!  We had so much interest and participation that people were turned away.  Should there be a conference in 2014? Venue? Should we have a small group to look at the possibilities?  Could have different rates for LSP and agency people to encourage participation.  A small group will be developed to explore the possibility of a conference in 2014.  Mel and Candy will help with a conference.  Teresa will find out if ODP will partner with us and PAR again this year.  Maggie will be the point person to start the process of a small group to explore the possibility of a 2014 conference.  She will initiate a conference call in January.  We need a minimum number of people to commit to make this go forward.  This is a huge amount of work and much help will be needed to put on another successful conference.
· Lifesharing Conference 2013—we are anticipating that we will make some profit from the conference.  Final numbers are not yet in.  May want to consider use of credit cards to pay in the future.  There are still a few folks who have not paid.    Evaluation information will be included with the minutes

· Katie Lewis, from the PEAL Center-Parent training and information Center in Pittsburgh—they received a grant from Developmental Disabilities Council. Exploring how to move kids (voluntarily placed in group homes) from group homes back home or keep them at home.  They developed 3 workbooks: Families, facilitators, policy makers/decision makers.  Katie shared the workbook targeting families with the group.  This is a systems-change project that will better support children.  There will be 5 strategic events in the spring to bring stakeholders together to find what changes need to be made/strategies to be developed.  Katie is also working on a video to introduce the context of where people currently live vs. what the future could look like. She needs volunteers for the cohorts (one in the east/one in the west)   

Questions: klewis@pealcenter.org  

· Legislation-representing the Coalition in a unified way and developing relationships with your legislators.  We can try to disseminate the names of congressmen on the human service committee so that you can get in touch with them.  Give some thought to what you might say if in an elevator with a congressman and you had only a few moments, what would you say?  The coalition will be looking to develop some talking points.

**Representatives who were named on the Lifesharing proclamation:  INTRODUCED BY 
MURT, 
BAKER, BIZZARRO, BOBACK, K. BOYLE, V. BROWN,


BROWNLEE, CALTAGIRONE, COHEN, SCHLEGEL CULVER, DAVIS,


DiGIROLAMO, EVERETT, FARINA, FLECK, FREEMAN, GILLEN,


GINGRICH, GODSHALL, GRELL, HAHN, HARHART, KILLION, KINSEY,


KIRKLAND, KOTIK, KULA, LONGIETTI, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MARSICO,


MICOZZIE, D. MILLER, MIRABITO, NEILSON, PAINTER, PASHINSKI,


READSHAW, ROCK, ROSS, SCHLOSSBERG, SONNEY, VEREB, WATSON AND


WHITE, 

· Administering Medication at Home—ODP distributed (Announcement #099-13).  ODP reports that there are a few modules left to be uploaded to ODP Consulting.  The manual is still accessible.  This does not meet the requirements for licensing but contains good information.
· BHSL Changes—Ron Melusky has left and Matt Jones is currently acting as director. 

· Lifesharing DVD—people are using it and it is getting good reception.  It is available on the ODP Consulting website (www.odpconsulting.org )
.
Next Pennsylvania Lifesharing Coalition meeting will be February 21, 2014 at the Giant in Camp Hill, PA beginning at 10:00.

