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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

Join us for
a great
night of
fun with
family
and
friends!

Safari West
Thursday
July 22, 2010
(Pages 8-9)
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.

2

Committee Members

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Bonnie Scheffler (Dec 10)
(707) 546-1776
VICE PRESIDENT George Lentini (11)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
SECRETARY - Karyn Paulson (13)
(707) 996-9769
kmp@vom.com
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (12)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Earl McEnaney & Karyn Paulson
Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (12)
(707) 664-8965
Donna Shore (11)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Mary Grist (11)
(707 433-7431

Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
Photography
Members

President’s Message

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist

PLEASE READ!!!
Alas, our President, Patti, has moved to
Florida. I have agreed to serve as President Pro Term until we find a permanent replacement. Our Board members
have stepped up to keep our club running smoothly, however we need each
of you to get involved and help share
the work load.

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, & George Lentini
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

TREASURER REPORT
By Linda Karnstedt

In August, we will have our educational
booth at the Apple Fair. This is a fun
event! We need Friday afternoon setup,
Sat & Sun 9-4:00 people w/pet birds to
share info w/the public. Sunday 4PM
booth breakdown & clean-up. Call if you
can help out!!

INCOME June
Membership
Raffle/Meetings
Logo/Toy/books
Sales
Income Total:

October is our annual Bird Expo & Sale.
We need raffle prizes donated ASAP &
many volunteers to give time to make
this function a success.

$ 277.00
$ 57.00
$ 70.00
$ 404.00

EXPENSES

We also need raffle prizes for our Safari
Night-July 22. Bring them that evening
or give me a call to pick them up. Don’t
forget to bring a side dish so we can all
enjoy a satisfying meal!

Newsletter
Hospitality
Speakers
Donations
Award
Expense Total:

Remember—this is our club—so if you
can give one day or one hour it would be
greatly appreciated! I look forward to
working with each of you.

$ 150.21
$ 211.98
$ 100.00
$ 500.00
$ 109.25
$ 1,071.44

Ending Bank Balance for May:
$ 9,325.86

Sincerely, Bonnie Scheffler
a2zbonnie@sbcglobal.net
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General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Calendar of Events
July 22
August 13-14 September 23 October 10
November
December
-

Safari West
Apple Fair
Pride night
RECBC Bird Expo
Holiday Pot Luck
No meeting
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Minutes of the Board
June 17, 2010
Present:

Bonnie S; Pat S; Cheryl C; George L; Linda K;
Karyn P; Donna S; Mary G

Pat called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
Minutes: Approved with addition of Karyn P to those present at
May 20th Board Meeting.
President’s Report: Pat will be leaving on June 25th to move back
to Florida, so a new president will be needed. Club by‐laws
should be amended regarding Board member attendance; they
are on the website and also in a small booklet. Photos for the
contest have been coming in. Board members will vote on their
favorites at the next Board meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: See page 3.
Outreach Program: The Gravenstein Apple Fair on August 14‐15.
Pat reminded group all we need is the tents and perches.
New Business: Officer responsibilities were shuffled. Bonnie
Scheffler volunteered to run the meetings as President through
December 31, 2010. Mary Grist stepped down as Vice President,
and George Lentini was nominated. Karyn Paulson agreed to be
Secretary. Mary moved to Board Member at Large. All new offi‐
cers were nominated, seconded, and approved to handle their
respective positions. Donna will continue to coordinate bird res‐
cue and rehoming; she has a list of volunteers. George will pick
up club’s mail at its P.O. box and continue as newsletter editor.
The board will consider the request of anyone else who wants to
be president.
(Continued on page 6)
5

Pat announced that Mickaboo Bird Rescue is bringing to the San
Francisco Commission of Animal Control and Welfare a proposal
to ban the sale of dogs, cats, all small animals, and birds in all pet
stores in SF. Members will have a chance to sign a petition
against the proposal at the Lyons Ranch June 19.
Old Business: Club members voted to donate checks of $500
each to the Lyons Ranch and to avian research at U.C. Davis. The
club’s July 22nd meeting is Safari West, to include pot luck side
dishes and raffle. August and September meetings may be pride
night and a speaker, not necessarily in that order. Pat recently
sold $70 worth of club toys and recommended taking a box of
toys to every meeting for sales opportunities.
RECBC’s October 10 bird show needs promoting, particularly at
club meetings. Anyone who helps at the show 4 hours or more
will receive free entry. Pat is donating 3 parrot stands to the raf‐
fle. Linda requested a copy of the show contract. The visit by
Scott McDonald DVM was successful and proved to be a busy
evening. The Board expressed thanks to Pat Surniak for her years
of inspiring leadership, sorry to see her go.
Submitted by Karyn P. and George L.

Please visit our website at
www.recbc.net
Support our additional Sponsors.
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby birds to all
RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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Safari West
July 22, 2010
Friends and Family Welcome
This months meeting will be a Pot Luck Supper. The club
will supply water, cold cuts and dinner rolls. We are asking that all members & friends that attend please bring a
side dish that feeds 6-8 people to share with all.
Admission Donation is $10.00 per member
$15.00 per guest
$5.00 per child age 4 to 14
Children under 4 years of age FREE

This money is donated to the
Safari West Educational Program.
The 1st walking tour will begin at 5:45 p.m.
The last tour will be at 6:15 p.m.
Dinner will start at 7:00 p.m.
*** You must RSVP with the number in your party ***
to George Lentini (707) 528-1065 or
Bonnie Scheffler at (707) 546-1776
Remember to contact Safari West (707) 579-2551 if you
have any special needs.

NO PETS ALLOWED.
Directions:
From Santa Rosa (North on HWY 101)
Take the River Road exit. The approach to the exit is also
marked Calistoga/Mark West Springs Rd. Exit freeway and
turn RIGHT. You will be on Mark West Springs Road heading East toward Calistoga. Mark West Springs Road turns
into PORTER CREEK ROAD at The Lodge. Continue for
approx. another 1.25 mi. to Franz Valley Road, at Franz
Valley Rd turn LEFT directly into Safari’s entrance. To
contact Safari West, call (707) 579-2551
8

Attention Members
Safari West Raffle
This is a special meeting for us and the raffle at
this meeting is one of our biggest fundraisers!
All members are asked to please donate something for the raffle table. Remind your friends and
family that they are also eligible for donating raffle items and purchasing raffle tickets. This helps
to make the night fun.
Your raffle table items don’t have to be bird related, just clean and useable. A great time to regift, pull out that old ugly platter Aunt Martha
gave you, or bring an item you may have made.
“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.”
The more items we have
the More Fun for Everyone!

Thank you for your continuing
support. We’re going to have
a GREAT Evening and hope
you will join us!
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EARLY BIRD ADVERTISEMENT

In Home Bird Sitting Service: (707) 585-7524 or email Donna
Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz.

Bonnie Scheffler (707) 546-1776 Flight Cages, assorted
sizes and prices. These are excellent for flight cages or
breeding cages. 1/2” x 3” wire. Call for prices.

Special This Month
Contact: Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229
For Sale: Sweet, gently handfed Poicephalus babies now being
hand fed (Senegal - Red Bellied - Meyers and Senegal/Meyers
Hybrids). Also feeding Indian Ringnecks & Amboina King Parrots. Special Low Price Sweet and friendly, weaned Jenday
Conures for only $175
Sexing available and unrelated pairs are available if you want
to set up a pair for breeding. These babies are from very
productive parents.
Cockatiels!
Friendly, handfed cockatiels - available all year.
Special price to RECBC Members of only $75! This great price
is for any color, including white face mutations.
Wanted: Male Princess of Wales. I have a female to trade or
sell. Male Moustache parakeet. I have a female to trade or sell.
The Golden Feather Award
Over the last 19 years there
have been only two Golden
Feather Awards presented to
RECBC members. This award was
created to recognize outstanding
service, continual support and
never ending commitment that
goes above and beyond the basic expectations of a club member. This year a Golden Feather Award was presented to Pat
Surniak to say “Thank You” for her love and support to our
club. We wish you all the best in Florida and will miss you
Dearly!
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ATTENTION MEMBERS
We are having a problem with several members
not following the rules, with resulting damage to
some chairs. In order to continue utilizing the
center & being able to bring our birds to
meetings, the rules have to be followed!!!!!!
13

THE FEATHER FARM, INC

We are always looking for new
advertisements.
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens June‘ 10
“I Breed for Intelligence:
Which Chick from a Clutch would You Choose?”
What excites me most about the four or so baby parrots I
allow birthed and raised here at our home this spring is preparing those same psittacines for a long future life as savvy, independent representatives of their unique species gene pool. That
such well brought up birds also can make astounding household
companion pets is well and good, but basically comes as a bonus to what I am trying to accomplish with my chicks. There are
plenty of cuddly, human-impressed, feathered offspring available in aviculture today; what’s needed are avian flocksocialized fledglings that can speak their own “communication
tongue,” know what avian family structure and roles are like,
and can adeptly procreate their own line if called upon to do so
sometime in the future.
I like parrot pets that entertain themselves and don’t look
to me for all their diversion and stimulus--birds that show less
domesticity, if you will.
I want my offspring to have a parrot childhood with their parents for a significant time, to be active and curious and agile on
the wing to the point of being able to free fly as a matter of
course. I like food experimenters that will try new wild crafted
nutritional items and work diligently to open, husk or masticate
them. My babies are brought up with greenery, rain baths, raptor sightings, and lots of other wild birds visible and audible
nearby. Within such invigorating environments, a fledgling will
grow stronger and more clever as the weeks progress.
At around the four or five month point, I am able then to
make a conscious assessment of the innate intelligence of each
of my fledglings—an evaluation which will help me better judge
which kind of home they should be placed within, whether they
will do well in a male/female bird relationship, and of course
what kind of important traits they might be able to pass on to
their own “children” should that situation down the road ever
present itself. “Wild savvy” I like to call it; but in effect it
means the amount of self-awareness and ability to survive each
(Continued on page 16)
15

(Continued from page 15)

fledgling attains.
Among our five Yellow Fronted Amazon babies this spring,
there is an amazing difference in personality and initial learning
acumen. The two eldest girl chicks were fledging early. They
became very precise flyers within a few days and were not
prone to crash upon landing or try to fly through the window
curtains at the glass. The green-headed hen wanted nothing
more than to be clinging to “Daddy”—not for affections, but to
grab and wrestle and roll over and play. This psittacine showed
excellent intelligence from the start, even flying over to the
kitchen counter where the feeding cups and pans were kept
when she decided it was time for food! Her nearest age sister
(by only a few days of course) was contemplative, very interested in the out-of-doors (Watch that open screen, please!),
less human oriented and starting to vocalize and babble at 12
weeks. She loved Patsy Cline on the stereo. A week later, she
greeted me when I came on the porch with a soft, clear, “Hello
girls!” A future talker this parrot will be.
Their younger sister is a calm hookbill, gentle-mouthed during “teething” play, and quite content to just sit there on my
lap with a popsicle stick or plastic bead while I read or type.
She always defers to her older siblings at the food dish or toy
box, is first to put herself to bed in the dark covered basket on
the deck table when dusk arrives, and last to wake up and
climb out after the wild birds and aviary parrots begin morning
contact calls. Stable I would call this little amazon and probably the friendliest of the entire group.
The one boy yellow front we have is a huge, food-loving,
hard mouthed, bundle of mischief. He pretends he’s a baby
when we are around and then goes off to be fawned over by
one (or all!) the little girls, allo-preening and grabbing feet and
beaks in wrestling play. He escaped through a loose screen at
age 12 weeks and flew clumsily (all that food again!) into our
lime tree outside the front stairs. There he silently watched the
world go by until we discovered his whereabouts and coaxed
him back with, you guessed it, a clinking food cup. This male
has a red splotch on the top of his yellow fore-crown, as lovely
(Continued on page 17)
16

(Continued from page 16)

as it is unusual. His intelligence level is still up in the air for us,
as boy parrots have more need of role model males in an adult
flock to learn natural gender and procreative behaviors. Most
often I pass on heavily handfed male birds into the pet shop as
keeping them here creates an unwanted bond with April and I—
something that can get in the way of later acceptance of a hen.
“Red’s” little sister is the smallest, youngest member of this
fivesome. She is also the flightiest. Even myna birds flying past
the window can send her off on a getaway. She likes to hide up
in the corner on the rope perches and is not particularly comfortable going outside into the tree-planted colony flight with
her older siblings. It might be that she was the most dependent
upon her mother during the nestbox phase just before she was
brought inside to the nursery. That kind of psittacine often is
shocked a bit more when separated from parents; and it tends
to last for many weeks. Fortunately she is very close with her
brother “Red” and cuddles with him during the day and at
night. This little one will, of course, be the last one we would
end up placing in a new home. I have had to keep such edgy
tendency offspring around us in a stable childhood for an extra
three to six months while they developed the confidence and
worldliness necessary to be moved off into a new caring pet
home. Some breeders may find this added work load an inconvenience, but it is necessary to spend extra time and patience
“bringing a bird around” so that flightiness does not become a
long-term problem.
In conclusion, as you can see, each baby parrot we choose
to raise—between one and eight a season for various reasons—is
evaluated from its earliest period in our hand feeding baskets.
We assess affection, emotional stability, athleticism, wild
savvy, family gene line importance, and certainly intelligence.
After all, these are individuals we are lucky enough to keep for
a time (or longer).
So, which young fledgling parrot from this group would you
choose?
Me? I would select the eldest “green head.” Independent,
self assured, quick-witted girl that she is—this hen will make an
awesome pet and more… Mahalo, EB
17
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
Published in the Directory unless
otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best
care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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