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As We Gather ~ We Praise God for Sustaining Life in and through
His Word
The nation resounds with thanksgiving for the earth’s bountiful
harvest, crops of wheat and grains, all beneath the canopy of God’s
almighty care. But “man does not live by bread alone, but man lives
by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:1–
10). The Church is the vessel through which the Word of God penetrates the world with its Law and Gospel. It is this divine Word which
proclaims Jesus as the sole source of life, health, and wholeness.
It is Jesus who heals lepers with His Word, “Go show yourselves to
the priests” (Luke 17:11–19). Of the ten cleansed, only one expresses thanksgiving back to Jesus. But true gratitude proceeds from a
heart sustained by faith. Jesus bids this one Samaritan to “rise and
go your way; your faith has made you well.” So also, we are sent
from the Divine Service, bolstered in our faith by Baptismal and
Eucharist blessing to be thankful in our circumstances of plenty and
hunger, abundance and need (Phil. 4:6–20).
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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‘Thanksgiving Character’
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Deuteronomy 26:1-11
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ADVENT MID-WEEK EVENING PRAYER SERVICE SCHEDULE

Wednesday, December 1 — 6:30pm
Stir Up the Power of Hope
Wednesday, December 8 — 6:30pm
Stir Up the Power of Preparation
Wednesday, December 15 — 6:30pm
Stir Up the Power of Love
Wednesday, December 22 — 6:30pm
Stir Up the Power of Joy
A meal will be served before each service from 5:15pm—6:15pm
There is a sign-up for the meals on the table in the entryway

Advent Write-up 2021
Stir Up the Power
As I get older, I find myself doing this more and more – prayer.
In the services of the church, one comes across the word collect.
But what is a collect? When asked, some may think, “Well, I guess
it’s the collection. You know, when they take up the money." This
sounds like a reasonable answer, but if the collect is the collection,
what's the offering?
So, what is a collect? The short answer is a prayer. Each Sunday
of the Church Year has at least one special collect that somehow
relates to the season. But there are also collects to be said after
Holy Communion. And there are collects for worship orders other than the Divine Service. There are collects for celebrations and
special needs. The origin of this class of church prayers we can
trace back to the apostolic age. They are mentioned by both Tertullian (155 – 240 AD) and Justin Martyr (b. 100 AD). We are not
exactly sure from where the name itself comes, but there are
several theories. One argues the collect is a prayer of the gathered
assembly. Another argues the collect is a summary or collecting
together of the petitions of those assembled. Another theory posits
it is a collection of the various themes that will be found in the readings, thus tying the readings together and preparing the hearers for
what they should be listening for the readings that will follow. This is
the theory that is practiced in the Lutheran Church. The Collect of
the Day collects the themes of the readings, while the Prayer of the
Church collects the petitions of the church (and those assembled).
Collects are an important function in the gathering of God’s saints.
As you may have noticed, the Collect of the Day is surrounded by
two important features. First, the Pastor singing/speaking, “Let us
Pray.” It this single act, the pastor is acting in his role as intercessor
for the congregation. He stands in the Office of Christ, bringing the
petitions of the people, on their behalf, to God’s gracious throne.
Second, the people respond with, “Amen.” This word, which means,
“Yes, let it be so,” is the acknowledgement by the people, and a
confirmation that this indeed is their prayer.

The structure of The Collet of the Day is also important. It follows a
general pattern that can instruct us in our own prayers. Typically it
includes five parts: Address (O God…); Rationale (because…);
Petition (grant that/help us/may we…); Benefit (so that…); and
Doxology (through Jesus Christ… (If the Son is mentioned in the
collect, it ends with “through the same...” If we are making a petition
to Jesus, the collect would end with “in Your name…”
When The Collect of the Day is chanted, the various parts are
marked by different tones. The address and rationale, praise and
thanksgiving, are given on the same tone, then a lower tone is used
for the petition and benefit. In this way, a musical contrast of joy/
humility helps the hearer to demarcate the various parts of the
prayer. Another practice is to have a moving sets of notes at the
end of each section, marking when one ends and the other begins.
In either case, it is simply meant to be a guide in helping us
proclaim, teach, and commit the words to memory.
Why sing? Why all the chanting? Chanting is recitative singing,
which occupies a point halfway between genuine speech and
genuine singing, and is and should be nothing other than a loftier,
solemn elevation of the tone and way of speaking by giving the
important word greater resonance. Luther said, “next to the Word
of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in this world.”
What does the Bible have to say? The word “sing” occurs more
than 150 times in the Bible.
The posture taken in the Collect is also important. Take notice of
when the pastor is facing which direction. When he faces the altar,
he is speaking on the people’s behalf to God. When he faces the
people, he is speaking on behalf of God to the people. As the
pastor prays the Collect of the Day on behalf of the people, it is
most proper for the pastor to be facing the altar. In a beautiful
confessional act, the pastor brings before God the requests of His
people, then will turn and speak the Word of God (His response)
back to His people through the reading of His Holy Word.
The Collects of the Day for the Sundays in Advent take on a
particular theme – Stir Up. These Stir-Up prayers will be the
focus of our Advent meditations this year. We will be strengthened
through these collects as we meditate on the Stirring Up of Hope,
Preparation, Love, and Joy.

