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From the Pastor’s Desk….
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
---Matthew 28: 19-20

Go…
This command from Christ to his disciples is still the same for us today. We are best as the
“church” when we are reaching out beyond our walls and sanctuaries and connecting with the
lives of those in our communities and on the fringes.
Think of the ways in which people have impacted your journey of faith.
This summer, I asked you to reflect on times when you were proud to be members of St.
Stephen’s UCC. One theme in response was when the church was gathered together to “do
mission” and “to be in fellowship.” Both of these require a connection to other people.
In this fast-paced world in which we live today, how do we be “church” when the very idea of
“church” in mainstream Christianity is declining? In the Penn Southeast Conference alone, 1
church is being closed every 6 months on average. Those that are vital have found new
paradigms for being “church.”
Here at St. Stephen’s UCC, we have a strong fellowship; a sense of mission and commitment to
the wider church around us; a desire to have positive impact on our community; and a
growing energy to create a new sense of “church” for the 21st century.
One of the ways we do this is by using our space to gather in the community through the Girl
Scout Troops we host; by welcoming the Historical Society to meet here monthly; by “standing
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in the gap” and creating space for difficult conversations like the town hall in August; and by
providing opportunities for education, conversation and fellowship.
Another way we do this is by expanding our discipleship out the doors to find ways to help and
bless the lives of those around us.
On September 22, 2018, the Rev. Cean James will join us in conversation for a “Community
Outreach Workshop.” It is my prayer that we embrace this opportunity and that our members
and friends participate in this conversation as we seek to stretch out our ministries in real and
vital ways. We gather from 10 am to 2 pm. Lunch will be provided. Please sign up outside
Ehrhart Hall if you will join us.
As St. Stephen’s begins to understand what “GO…” means for us in Christ’s command, I pray
that you will consider being a part of that discernment and the ministries to follow. For
“church” truly only exists if “U R” present in the middle. It is important that you participate:
no matter your age; no matter your years of membership; no matter your abilities.
For all the challenges facing “church” today, this is an exciting time to forge a new path of
discipleship and service. We want you to be a trailblazer with us into the future that God is
already preparing for St. Stephen’s!
Won’t you come along?
Be the church,
Pastor Jeff
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS: SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018
The Community Gathers at 9:30 am.
September 2: James 1: 17-27
“Do or Do Not….There is no Try.”

September 9: RALLY DAY Mark 7: 24-37

Be Doers of the Word…

“I Hope You Dance”

A Deaf Man hears and is released….

September 16: James 3: 1-12
“Tongue Tied”

Tongues that Twist and Tell

September 23: Mark 9: 30-37 “Greatest in Contrast”
Whoever welcomes a child in my name…

September 30: Mark 9: 38-50 “Millstones and Dropped Body Parts…”
If anyone causes one of these little ones to stumble…

October 7: WORLDWIDE COMMUNION Psalm 8 “Mold and Majesty”
O What a Piece of Work Is Man…

October 14: Suggested Topic Sermon

October 21: Isaiah 53: 4-12

“Lucky Stripes”

By His Stripes We Are Healed…
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October 28: Mark 10: 46-52 “Amazing Grace…”
Was Blind But Now I See…

######################################################
SOMETHING NEW:

Children’s Choir
St. Stephen’s Children’s Choir will begin rehearsing again on Sunday,
September 9, 2018. We will gather in the sanctuary for 15 minutes after
worship with the music director to learn songs. Our first time singing in
church will be early October! All are welcome to participate!
######################################################################################

Do You Have FIVE WISHES?
Join the Rev. Stephanie Anne Thompson and learn about the Five
Wishes. The Five Wishes is a legally accepted living will in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that goes beyond just the legal
aspects of a Durable Power of Attorney and bridges the gap to
our emotional and spiritual care as well. Come and Learn about
this great program. FREE. This is an important conversation for folks of all ages!
Wednesday, October 17, at 1:00pm

Sunday, October 28, at 4:30pm

##################################################################
Community Outreach Workshop
Calling all those who seek to make disciples and reach St
Stephen’s UCC out into the community around us in vital and
renewing ways! On Saturday, September 22, 2018, the Rev.
Cean James from Penn Southeast Conference, UCC, will be
leading a Community Outreach Worship for the members and friends of St. Stephen’s UCC from 10 am to
2 pm. in Ehrhart Hall. Anyone interested in attending is welcome, but please contact the office and RSVP
if you will be attending by September 16th. Thank you!
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Adult Bible Study Fall 2018: Discover Islam
“Over 1.75 billion people across the globe are
Muslim. Yet few people outside the faith truly
understand their beliefs, practices, and values.
There is great mis-information about issues ranging
from Jihad to Women’s rights. This study aims to
address a new understanding of the Islamic Faith.
Discover Islam has partnered with several denominations nationwide to share this video series.
Some of those partners are the Evangelical Lutheran Church USA (ELCA), the United Church of
Christ, The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Episcopal Church; the ecumenical/interreligious staff of the Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church, and the Moravian
Church Northern Province.”
Our Thursday morning Bible Study group chose to undertake this study upon completing the
book of Revelations last Spring. We invite you to join us on Thursday mornings from 10 am to
11:30 am as we view the documentaries and share in discussion of what we have learned.
September 6:

Islam: Faith and History

September 13:

Islam: An American Faith

September 20:

Islam: Women in Islam

September 27:

Islam: African Americans and Islam

October 4:

Christianity and Islam

October 11:

Islam: A Faith Hijacked

Sounds of St. Stephen’s

September /October 2018

Thursday Morning
Adult Bible Study
October 18 through November
29
10:00 am-11:30 am
A Walk through the Ages in Faith
Following our study of the Islamic Faith, join us for a 6 week study on the history of Christianity
from the days of the early church through the modern age. Six 30-minute videos will present
the history of the church and time for discussion and conversation will follow. All are
welcome!
October 18:

The Early Church (From AD 65-AD 430)

October 25:

The Church in the Middle Ages:
The Quest for Order in Medieval Christendom (410-1483 AD)

November 1: The Reformation:
Division and Renewal Between Medieval and Modern Times
(From 1483-1564)
November 8: The Age of Reason and Piety: The Church in Early Modern Times (1543-1738)
November 15: City Set on a Hill: Christianity in the New World (1492-1770)
November 29: Into All the World: Christian Movement in an Age of Uncertainty (1789-1989)
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Adult Study:
White Privilege: Let’s Talk A Resource for Transformational Dialogue
FREE: Resources Provided
4th Wednesday of Each Month: September through December
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
A curriculum developed by the Rev. Traci Blackmon, Minister for Justice and Witness in the
UCC; the Rev. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the UCC; Da Vita D.
McCallister; John Paddock; and Stephen G. Ray, Jr., this curriculum invites participants to a
dialogue on how race factors into our worldview, sense of self, sense of the “other” and daily
living. Come with an open mind and a willingness to see through a different lens of
perspective and join us in conversation. Reading materials will be provided. We will meet in
Ehrhart Hall.
###############################################################

Book Group Gatherings:

September & October 2018

Book Group meets in the Conference Room at 9:30 am on the designated days. All are
welcome! If you would like to participate, just come, or contact Stephanie Anne Thompson if
you have questions at Stephanie@heartceremonies.com
Saturday, September 15, 2018

My Life in France, by Julia Child

Saturday, October 20, 2018

Seabiscuit, An American Legend, by Lauren Hillbrand
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INTERGENERATIONAL / YOUTH EVENTS
THE FAITHFUL DR. SEUSS:
A faith-filled, family experience
The young at heart and families with children are invited to
join us for a faith-building experience founded in the
whimsical world of Dr. Seuss. Fun for all ages, these
gatherings invite us to reflect on scripture in combination
with classic Dr. Seuss stories and videos. From activities to
conversation, come and be part of a unique intergenerational experience! All are welcome!
September 9:

RALLY DAY after Circle of Sharing
Me & You (Psalm 139: 14)

October 13:

My Book About Me, By ME, Myself

6:00 pm -7:30 pm
Sizeable Matters (Matthew 10: 29-31) Horton Hears A Who

November 18: 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Stars in Our Eyes (Genesis 1:27) The Sneetches
############################################################

St Stephen’s FAMILY CAMPOUT at the Nogami’s Home
Calling all Families! On Friday, September 28, 2018, St. Stephen’s UCC
will hold a family campout at the Nogami residence nearby Perkasie.
We will gather around 5 pm to set camp and then carpool to St. Peter’s
UCC, Tohickon, for opening vespers and to walk the Labyrinth.
Returning to camp, we will share in campfire dinner, snacks, songs, and
more! The event ends at 10 am on Saturday morning. Please sign up
outside Ehrhart Hall if you are planning to attend and indicate whether you have a tent or
camper to use. Children must be accompanied by an adult or guardian. All are welcome!
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THE BLESSING OF THE PETS
September 30, 2018 2 pm

(Raindate October 21st)

Bring your furry, scaly and feathery friends to worship at St.
Stephen’s UCC as we gather on the Arch St. Lawn for a service of celebration and thanksgiving for the
relationships we share with our pets and for the gifts of the earth that God has given us! Individual
pet blessings will be offered. Bring the necessaries for your pet and join us in the great outdoors!

##################################################

MOVIE DISCUSSION NIGHT
Thursday, October 4, 2018
I Can Only Imagine

PG 1 hr. 50 mins.

The inspiring and unknown true story behind Mercy Me's beloved, chart topping song
that brings ultimate hope to so many is a gripping reminder of the power of true
forgiveness.

FREE Popcorn will be provided. All are welcome!
##################################################
October 12, 2018: Join us for some frightful fun at the Tylersport Fire
Company Haunted Hayride. Time 7:00 pm. Cost is $10 per person.
Families are welcome to attend! We will meet at the ticket booth
that night. Concessions are available at the event so plan
accordingly.

###############################################

SAFE TRICK OR TREAT
October 31, 2018 6 pm to 8 pm
St. Stephen’s UCC will once again host a SAFE TRICK OR TREAT
event at the church on Wednesday, October 31, 2018, while the
Perkasie borough shares its annual Halloween Trick or Treat. The church will provide tasty treats
outside while having the building open for bathrooms and a place to warm up a bit. We are also a
safe sight for folks to stop in with questions, concerns, safety issues, etc. All are welcome!
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FAITH FORMATION
SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND GRACES
Join us after Circle of Sharing on the Second Sunday of each
month as we share in a scripture study of spiritual gifts and
what they mean to our life of faith. Each participant will be
given the opportunity to complete a “Spiritual Gifts and
Graces Assessment” to help them gain a sense of their own
spiritual gifts and how they might be used in the fellowship
of St. Stephen’s UCC. All are welcome! We will meet in the 1st Floor Conference Room at
11:00 am.
################################################

PRAYER GROUP
2nd Tuesday of Each Month
7:00 pm
Starting on September 11, 2018, you are invited to join with others in Obold Chapel for a time of
prayer. We will talk about what prayer is; discuss forms of prayer and why we pray, and then share
together in a time of meditation and prayer. Come to listen, to share. All are welcome!

CHURCH SCHOOL for our children BIBLE ABCs
Church School begins again on September 16, for our children. Following a time
of singing in the Sanctuary, Children will be invited to gather downstairs for a
time of bible stories, crafts and activities around the basic bible stories of our
faith. Children ages 3 through 6th grade are welcome to attend!
#################################################
CREATIVE WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP
Will resume meeting on September 12, 2018, at 10 am in Ehrhart Hall.
Come and bring your creative ideas to help us celebrate in worship
through the arts! We have explored coloring, mosaics, and tye-dye.
What medium would you like to explore?
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SUNDAY KOINONIA
“Koinonia” is a Greek word meaning “Fellowship.” In common
parlance it is defined as Christian fellowship, or communion, with God- or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.
Ever wonder what the people in the pew next to you are thinking
about the scripture lesson on a Sunday morning, the message shared by Pastor Jeff, or the
overall experience of worship? What nuggets of faith are carried out from our gathering
together to help lead us, and perhaps inspire us for the week ahead?
As a congregation here at St. Stephen’s, our communion and fellowship together have been
identified as vital to who we are and how we live out our mission to “know, grow and show
God’s love.”
Vital congregational life is built on relationships; on the fellowship of who we are as God’s
people, how we each experience God, and how we learn from one another and how we
discern God’s guidance from one another.
This fall, we invite you to be part of this fellowship building with us by participating in a Sunday
Koinonia group following worship on the 1st Sunday of each month beginning on October 7th.
How it works:
*On the first Sunday of the month, after Circle of Sharing you will be invited to join in
conversation around your table with those seated with you.
*Each group will gather for 45 minutes. A facilitator will lead the group in a series of
open questions to start discussion. Every group will answer the same questions, such
as, “What did you hear in today’s Scripture lesson?” or “How do you think today’s
scripture or message will or will not carry through into the rest of your week?”
*The groups will close with “The Lord’s Prayer.”
The goal is to provide our members and friends with a safe space in which to discuss the
experience of the scripture that day; the impact of worship or the message on their day and
week ahead; and to grow in faith and in faithful relationships with one another.
We hope you will join us for this small group approach to scripture study and reflection. Come
to listen; come to share; come to know God and grow in faith!?
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MISSION AND OUTREACH….

World Communion Sunday

St. Stephen’s will celebrate communion on October 7th, World
Communion Sunday, as Christians around the world gather to observe
our unity in the Body of Christ. As we partake of the meal of grace,
please remember the needs of others by bringing food donations for
the Pennridge Area FISH food pantry. You may drop off your
donations at the Sixth Street entrance to the sanctuary. We will also
receive offerings for Neighbors in Need, one of four special collections
taken for Our Church’s Wider Mission.
#########################################################
IMAGINING ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE
Neighbors In Need
Special Mission Offering
Communion Sunday
October 7, 2018
A special offering will be received for Neighbors in Need on Sunday, October 7th. NIN is one of four
special mission offerings of Our Churches Wider Mission supported by St. Stephen’s every year.
NIN offerings go to support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States and
Puerto Rico. One-third of the NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM).
Two- thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a
variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.

###################################
Save the Date:
35th Annual Pennridge CROP Walk
for the Hungry
Sunday, October 14, 2018
Take a hike for hunger during the 35th annual Pennridge
CROP Walk for the Hungry, Sunday, October 14. Registration for
the five- mile route begins at 12:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 20 Dill Ave., Perkasie. The
Walk, held rain or shine, begins at 1:00 p.m. Registration for the shorter “Golden Mile” route begins at
12:30 p.m. at the Sellersville scout cabin in Lenape Park. Bring canned goods to donate to the
Pennridge FISH food pantry. Twenty-five per cent of all proceeds go to Pennridge FISH for local hunger
use. The remaining funds will be used by Church World Service and its partner agencies for hunger and
disaster relief in the US and globally. If you plan to walk, see a member of the Christian Education
ministries for a sponsor form. For more information, visit www.crophungerwalk.org/perkasiepa or email
maryflong@hotmail.com.
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Thank you for buying my lemonade. I
raised $270.00 for a water buffalo and
a flock of chicks.
Janya Wesley

Dear St. Stephen’s VBS Team:
Thank you for your gracious offer to share
your absolutely sturdy bridges and clever
dock. The children @ St. Matthew’s VBS
loved the opportunity to cross the bridges
to enter the river rampage. The kids
thought the authentic-looking campfire
was really COOL! The dock and ferns just
topped off a great learning environment.
Your kindness brought joy to many happy
river rafters. Trinity Lutheran was also
thrilled that you would share with them as
well.
With deep gratitude,
Linda Seachrist, Rep. from St. Matthews &
Deep Run Presbyterian VBS Team

.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
09/02
09/04
09/05
09/07
09/08
09/09
09/11
09/14
09/16
09/17
09/19
09/21
09/23
09/24
09/25
09/26
09/27
09/29

Kathy Krystyniak, Sharon McConnell
Betty Hentz, Holly Ketterer
Joyce Rosenberger
Kyle Miller, Quentin River
Kristen (Beck) Warden
Caryln Cressman, Darlene Scholes,
Augusta Long, Rosalie Argue
Jewel Rufe
Julian Wimmer
Truman Althouse, Janet Hager
Norman Godshall,
Joseph Parker,
Kayla Hager, Avery Beidler
Joan Suess
Bryan Argue, Brooke Wieder
Ruth Carver, Robert Ockenfuss,
Julie Camburn
Mark Frederick, Nancy Gerhart,
Nicole Boytin, Margo Gall
Stephanie (Nyce) Madison

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/01
10/02
10/03
10/04
10/06
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/16
10/19
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/29
10/31

Edward McKeever, Emma Nogami
Monroe Hunsberger
Jayna Sophie Wesley
Riley Hager
Patricia Madara
Jonathan Strohm
Dennis Detweiler, LaRue Hinkle
Lori Schuster, Amy Egan
Robin Rantz
Patrick Egan, Jodie Detweiler,
Terry Weirback, Kristen Boor
Carol Slingsby, Cheryl Johnson
Jeanne Parker
Janet Hardner, Frank Scholes
June Cressman
Mazie Seachrist
Glenn Landes
Janet River
Robert Winn
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: August 30, 2018
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s
UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am – 12 noon
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Sunday, September 9, 2018
RALLY DAY
Worship 9:30am
~

