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2nd Sunday of Advent—December 6, 2020
Liturgy
On the Second Sunday of
Advent we are asked to reflect
on the role of John the Baptist
who prepared the way for
Jesus and the salvation he will
bring us. John preached
repentance and baptized the
people in preparation for the
one who would baptize with
the Holy Spirit. John contrasted his baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus would
begin. John says that he baptized with water but the one who is
to come will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John speaks clearly
that the Messiah was to come after him.
The first reading from Isaiah introduces the theme of preparedness: a voice cries out "In the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." Many
of the verses in this chapter are familiar to us, especially " He
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather his lambs in
his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the
mother sheep." All of this would have been known by John the
Baptist and recounted again in the Gospel of Mark.

Advent is a time of preparation. We are called upon to
prepare a way for the Lord. Like John the Baptist we are
messengers. We are to call others to life as a disciple of
Jesus.

Prayers for the Deceased Member
of our Community
It is with sadness that we have to report the passing of Mary
Cleary.

Her loving tribute can be found at:
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/halifax-ns/
mary-cleary-9919973
"Mary attended the Saturday afternoon Mass and had often
attended weekday Mass, happily walking to and from the
Gladstone. She was a faithful parishioner of St. Theresa’s
during her 12 years living in the parish and a lot of fun."
We pray for her family and for the repose of her soul:
Eternal rest grant unto her, oh Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon her.
May her soul and the souls of the faithfully departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Pastoral Team Message

St. Francis and the Incarnation
Christianity is the only religion which proclaims that God
became a human being. This is unique and central to Christian understanding. St. Francis was fascinated by what we
have come to call the Incarnation. The Creator became a
creature in Jesus of Nazareth. Wow! St. Francis understood this as an act of humility and was particularly awed
by the thought that God was so humble. Moved by a great
love, God was willing to do this for us. God was willing to
“let go,” or as St. Paul said in Philippians, not cling to his
divinity, but emptied himself, becoming one with us, even
unto sharing death.
For Francis, that takes humility. Ponder that for a moment!
When Francis understood what God was doing in Jesus, he
wanted to do the same thing. So he started to live a life of
humility, simplicity, of not clinging, not possessing—a life
of poverty. He gave away his possessions. He wanted to be
poor and humble, just as God was poor and humble in
giving us Jesus. St. Francis also saw this dynamic
manifested in the birth of Jesus—being born in a poor and
humble stable in order to show others the humility of God.
Francis, as well, saw the humility of God in the Eucharist
and was awed that Jesus was willing to “hide” under the
form of bread and wine. He saw it clearly in the cross,
where Jesus gave his life for us. So we have the “Crib,
Cross, Chalice.”

Because of the Incarnation, the whole created world has
been made holy. It is good, a gift to be cared for. Francis’
life paints a living picture of what was going on in God
when he gave us Jesus. God did not “hold back anything of
himself but gave himself totally” to us in Jesus. We then
are called to give ourselves away in love.
As we continue our Advent journey toward Christmas, let
us boldly pray, “Come Lord Jesus”.

We are gathering on Wednesday, December 16th @
7:00pm online on Zoom to chat and catch up. From there
we are going to play a few rounds of Musingo - BINGO,
with a twist. Instead of numbers, the Musingo Cards have
the titles of Christmas Carols on each square. Instead of
calling out numbers, we are playing 30 second of Christmas Carols, most religious, but some secular; many wellknown and a few obscure. Players will have to listen to
the song, think of the title and mark it off their cards.
Winners will receive gift cards for prizes, and - of course
- they will have earned bragging rights!

The songs are picked, the St. Theresa’s Christmas
Musingo cards prepared and gift card prizes have been
acquired. We are ready for the St. Theresa's Christmas
Musingo!
If you want to join us - follow this link to sign-up for the
Musingo event. It will register you with our Zoom
account, and let us know that you want to play. We will
send you a few instructions after we receive your
registration, and also a document with your Musingo
Card for the games. You will need to print a few copies
to have on hand for the games, and then just jump on
Zoom on Wednesday, December 16th. If you encounter
any technical problems, we will trouble shoot them
before the 16th.
We hope you plan to join Fr. Francesco, the St. Theresa’s
Pastoral Team and your church family for some time
together with some much-needed fun and a little competition!!

St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi Parish
2021 Calendars Now Available for purchase
In order to minimize contact, calendars are shrink wrapped and must
be purchased in advance by contacting the Parish Office at 902-4548221 or by email: sttheresachurch@ns.sympatico.ca
Cost:
$10 each for pick up at Masses once the health suspension is lifted.
$15 each should you wish to have your calendar sent by Canada Post
If you wish to purchase multiple copies and you wish to talk about an alternate means of delivery, please
mention this when contacting the parish office.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

As you know, this year we will not have the Advent
Giving Tree with gift tags for you to pick up suggested
gifts and candy or chocolate. While Covid keeps bringing
us challenges, we just have to change the way we share
the ‘giving’ feeling of Christmas. This year it is the
season to stay home and limit contact as much as
possible.

Christmas Memorial Tree
Our annual tradition has been to place a Christmas Memorial Tree on the altar.
We have continued the tradition this year even if we are
unable to be in the Church
186 Angels have been placed on the Christmas Memorial
Tree to remember our dearly departed.
Though we cannot be physically present with them, our
dear Angels will represent us and keep the Lord company in
our Church until we are able to safely return and be with
them.
Thank you to all the volunteers for preparing the Angels
and placing them on the Christmas Memorial Tree in time
for the First Sunday of Advent.

Through St. Vincent de Paul, St. Theresa’s parishioners
have bought the Christmas gifts for anyone in St.
Vincent’s Nursing Home who has no family or friends
left. We want to continue this tradition as much as possible. Our group intends to buy the clothing, toiletries and
other items identified as the ideal gifts for those nursing
home residents who are alone in the world.
St. Vincent de Paul will also buy the cookies and candy
that parishioners usually buy for our Christmas time delivery (with grocery gift cards) to the families and individuals in poverty who live all around us.
Whether or not you have helped with the SSVP giving
tree over past years, it would be wonderful if you are in a
position to make a monetary donation or enclose a
grocery gift card to help with this year’s gifts for the
nursing home residents and for people living in poverty.
You can mail the contribution to:
St. Theresa’s Church - SSVP
6351 North St
Halifax, N.S.
B3L 1P7
With a note indicating that it is for the St Theresa’s
Christmas project.
You can also make an E-transfer from your bank account,
with a memo indicating St. Theresa’s Christmas project.
E-transfers are explained in the Finance Corner of this
bulletin.
Once again, your kindness spreads the joy of this special
season. Heartfelt thanks for your support.
St Theresa’s Conference, Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Finance Corner
This week is the Second Sunday of Advent and in less than a month we will celebrate Christmas despite COVID-19
and then a week later we will be starting 2021! 2020 has been a very hard year in so many ways but we still have so
much to be grateful for: we have a community that cares about our health and well being; we all have made so
much effort to protect ourselves and each other from contracting the virus; we have our faith and the love of Jesus
Christ which gives us so much hope.
November 2020 was an important month for us financially. At the beginning of November we needed to raise
$8,049 or about $4,024 in November and December to reach the $30,000 goal by December 31 for the 2020 My
Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong Campaign.
With your generous support and the pledge by a Parishioner to match all November donations to My Extra Help,
we raised a total of $7,170.00 in one month!
This means we have raised a total of $29,121 of our $30,000 goal and we did it during the pandemic without our
traditional fundraisers!!! Parishioners at St.
Theresa’s can accomplish anything with their creativity, prayers
and faith in St. Theresa, St. Francis, St. Clare and the Holy Spirit. Just imagine what we will accomplish after the
pandemic!
We have the month of December left to raise the amount of $879 to reach our goal of $30,000. We are so close;
however, many in our community may be facing financial difficulties, and the first priority must be to take care of
the needs of our families and loved ones.
If you are able to continue to support St. Theresa’s for My Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong, please consider the following ways of making your offering to push us over the $30,000 goal line by December 31:
Option 1: e-Transfer for My Extra Help – See link below for Tips on How to Donate
Option 2: PAPP for My Extra Help – See link below for Tips on How to Donate

Option 3: Cheque for My Extra Help – See link below for Tips on How to Donate
Tips on How to Make Donations to St. Theresa’s Church during the COVID-19 Emergency
Option 4: Creative and Innovative Ideas During a Pandemic – If you have an idea, please contact the Church
Office. Your ideas will be appreciated.
Thank you to those Parishioners who have continued to make their monthly offering using any of these options.
We can only reach our $30,000 goal through your ongoing generosity and spiritual intentions.
All these efforts including your weekly offerings and the dedicated work by Father Francesco, Father Nathanael,
Sister Rita, Pat Belgrave and all our volunteers combine to give us hope for the future that St. Theresa’s will remain
our spiritual home, a beautiful rose in the heart of Halifax.

Together let’s keep St. Theresa’s strong!

Diocesan News

A Transition of Bishops
On Friday, November 27, Pope Francis accepted the resignation of Archbishop Anthony Mancini from the pastoral governance of the Archdiocese of
Halifax-Yarmouth. At the same time, Coadjutor Archbishop Brian Joseph
Dunn immediately succeeded Archbishop Mancini as head of the Archdiocese.
The transition from a former bishop to a new bishop happened more quickly
than we have been accustomed to in the past and during this time of global
pandemic, it has also been a quiet transition.
However, we recognize the 13 years of ministry of now Archbishop Emeritus Anthony Mancini. We also acknowledge
the beginning of a new ministry for our new Chief Shepherd, Archbishop Brian Joseph Dunn.
Both bishops reflected on endings and beginnings in the recent days. Recordings of Archbishop Emeritus Mancini’s
homily from the Mass on Friday, November 27 and Archbishop Dunn’s first Sunday homily as our new bishop can be
found at www.livestream.com/halifaxyarmouth/cathedral
Thank you Archbishop Emeritus Mancini for your ministry! Congratulations Archbishop Dunn!
May the Holy Spirit to guide us through these transitions.

December 12: National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples continue
On 12 December, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Church in
Canada celebrates the National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples. This project, with the approval of the Bishops of
Canada, has been coordinated since 2002 by the Canadian Catholic
Indigenous Council (formerly the Canadian Catholic Aboriginal
Council).
This year, the reflection by the Council draws on theme of the United
Nations 2019 year of Indigenous Languages. “We all like to be spoken to in our mother tongue. So too in the faith, we like to be spoken
to in our “mother culture”, our native language (cf. 2 Maccabees
7:21,27), and as a result our hearts become better disposed to hear the
Word of God.”
To recognize this day the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) offered a statement Message for this national day. You can find the text of this message by clicking here (pdf).

Development and Peace-Caritas Canada Appreciates you for your Solidarity with the Poor!!!
Our precious Lord loves cheerful givers, and you have witnessed to this
calling. On behalf of our neighbors in the Global South, please accept
our heartfelt thanks for your generous spirits. Your kindness, no matter
how big or small, will make a huge difference in the lives of those you
have supported with your thoughts, prayers and actions in our Fall
Campaign, “Recovering Together”. Thank you for sharing your
resources with the poor! And may the good Lord richly reward your
kindness. Amen.
For more information on D & P go to www.devp.org

