
How to Raise a Juvenile Delinquent 
The first time I read this article from which these points are arranged was in the 70’s. What’s interesting about 
the information is the livingness of the points: time changes, but society remains.  This article was released by 
the Houston, Texas Police Department. Enjoy the look into the mirror and the reflection of a society’s 
development of a Juvenile Delinquent. 
 
1. Begin with infancy to give the child everything he wants. In this way he will grow up to believe the world 

owes him a living. 
2. When he picks up bad words, laugh at him. This will make him think he’s cute. It will also encourage him 

to pick up cuter phrases that will blow off the top of your head later. 
3. Never give him any spiritual training. Wait until he is 21 and then let him decide for himself. 
4. Avoid use of the word “wrong.” He may develop a guilt complex. This will condition him to believe later, 

when he is arrested for stealing a car, that society is against him and he is being persecuted. 
5. Pick up everything he leaves lying around—books, shoes, and clothing. Do everything for him so he will 

be experienced in throwing all responsibility onto others. 
6. Let him read any printed matter he can get his hands on. Be careful that the silverware and drinking 

glasses are sterilized but let his mind feast on garbage. 
7. Quarrel frequently in the presence of your children. In this way they will not be shocked when the home 

is broken up later. 
8. Give a child all the spending money he wants. Never let him earn his own. Why should he have things as 

tough as you had them? 
9. Satisfy his every craving for food, drink and comfort. See that every sensual desire is gratified. Denial 

may lead to harmful frustrations. 
10. Take his part against neighbors, teachers, and policemen. They are all prejudiced against your child. 
11. When he gets into real trouble, apologize for yourself by saying, “I never could do anything with him.” 
12. Prepare for a life of grief. You will be apt to have it. 
 
It is no surprise that society has a blight: such is the result of the path of the natural man. The apostle Paul 
addressed this condition on many occasions. Namely, Romans 10:3, saying, “For being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.” 
 
When God’s righteousness, i.e., standard, is rejected, the result always leaves a scar: young parents ignorant 
of God’s standard establish their own to the ruin of home and nation.  
 
Our State recently encountered such an event: A sixteen-year-old juvenile reportedly went on a “thirty-six-hour 

violent crime spree” which included the robbery of two restaurants, rape, robbery, and murder. Now, here’s where 

the situation, as depicted above, is telling. 

 
Witnesses told the judge the juvenile “grew up in a home with no guidance, direction, rules or consequences.” 
When the juvenile was sentenced to life, without the possibility of parole, his step-father said, in reference to 
the juvenile’s conduct, “that’s just (pause) stuff happens.” In regard to the murder, he said, the victim “got 
himself killed” because the victim didn’t comply and, as the stepfather said, “(the victim) “had not give my son 
a chance to even run.” Any questions? Refer to #12 above. ret Transcript 
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