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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
St. Valentine’s Day brings up many images in a person’s mind today—the heart candy, Cupid
shooting his arrow, Valentine’s Day cards, and probably several other things. But what about the
images of a pastor, a parishioner, a bunch of stones, and an emperor? Those don’t quite fit the
picture, do they?
The true story of St. Valentine is one of Christian origin. Valentine was a pastor in the 3rd
century AD. Emperor Claudius II had issued a command that there be no weddings performed
because he wanted to recruit single men into the Roman army, and make sure those in the army
were not distracted. Valentine, however, felt it was in conflict with what God had commanded,
so he secretly performed Christian weddings.
Somehow, word made it back to Emperor Claudius II that Valentine was performing weddings.
The emperor immediately jailed Valentine. While in jail, he continued to serve the Lord. He
befriended his jailer named Asterious. He had a daughter named Julia who was being educated,
but by having someone read to her because she was blind. Asterious asked Valentine if he would
read to Julia, and he did.
Claudius II had the opportunity to meet Valentine, and was rather impressed. In fact, Claudius
was willing to strike a deal with Valentine. Renounce Christianity and worship the Roman gods
and you will be set free. Valentine declined the offer, which did not sit well with the emperor.
In fact, he was so angry he decided to carry out his original sentence—death by stoning.
A curious thing happened, however, according to witnesses and church history. Valentine wrote
Julia a letter, encouraging her to continue her education. He signed the letter with the words,
“From your Valentine.” It is said that she also said, “Be mine, Valentine.” Witnesses say that
Julia was healed of her blindness by a miracle so she could read Valentine’s letter. Valentine,
however, had no miraculous intervention by God. He was beaten, stoned, and then beheaded for
his faith. The date he died was February 14, 270 AD.
The world celebrates St. Valentine’s Day as a day of romance and love. Yet there is another who
showed great love for the whole world. Jesus died on the cross on April 3, 33 AD. He hung on
that cross because He loved the world so much and the people in it that He died for the sins of
the world. Nails pierced his wrists and feet; blood flowed everywhere; the pain was
excruciating. His death on April 3, 33AD was and still is the greatest act of love this world will
ever witness. His death was the biggest “I love you” this world will ever hear.
Jesus did something miraculous as well—He rose from the dead on April 5, 33 AD. In that
resurrection is the guarantee of our sins being forgiven because of the cross. His resurrection
gives us everything that belongs to Him. Now, instead of blinded by sin, our eyes are opened by
the Holy Spirit through Holy Baptism and we believe what Jesus did was for us.
If there’s a day the world should celebrate love on, it is the date of Jesus ‘ death. This world will
never celebrate that, though. Instead, we have St. Valentine, who points us back to that fateful
day in history where everything changed for us. As you celebrate Valentine’s Day this year, take
time to remember God’s love for you in Jesus Christ. The cross and empty tomb say, “I love
you.”—Pastor Anderson
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The Church Year is moving along rather quickly. It just seems that a short time ago we were singing Advent
and Christmas songs. And now we’re in the middle of Epiphany and Lent is just around the corner. We don’t
need to look back too far to know that things have changed, and they will continue to change as far out as our
imagination will carry us.
The challenges members of our community are facing is what many experts are calling the “New Normal”,
but for many of us the “Old Normal” seemed just fine. When Dorothy’s house was ripped from its foundation
and settled her in the heart of Munchkin Land she was treated to a new normal unlike anything she could have
imaged. She stated it very clearly to Toto “I don’t think we’re in Kansas anymore”. What a realistic evaluation
of her situation. In the movie Dorothy struggled to return to the “Old Normal”, the old normal that she ran
away from in the first place. Along the way she deals some amazing characters that inspired and disgusted
her, but she always has her home and family in her heart. The Wizard of Oz is a truly fictional adventure, but it
has what we want, a happy ending.
As a congregational family we have been ripped apart due to events that are no fault of our own, with very
little we can do about it in the short term. As the active members and leaders of the Church we press on in
faith and hope knowing that God is in charge. We’ve implemented some new ways to communicate with each
other for meetings and for worship. As much as we can do electronically with Power Point, on Facebook, on
YouTube and via Zoom or Skype, nothing yet replaces the old ways of speaking to we other and sharing with
each other face to face and quite frequently by phone.
One on one, and on our own, we are truly blessed to know Jesus as our savior, the Holy Spirit as our
encourager and sanctifier, and God the Father who created us and loved us first. Although we cannot be fully
together as a church family until our covid19 concerns begin to subside, we can still hold on to the love of a
faithful God, that carries His people through all adversity. A God that forgives us our sin’s and cleanses us from
all unrighteousness through the saving Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
In scripture, whenever he is present, the Angel of the Lord says, “fear not”. Let us move forward in the
peace of the Lord; getting fear behind us and working toward our happy ending in His Word.
Mike Ryan
LL Deacon
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New LWML Mission Statement: As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim
Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. Assisting
the women of the LWML to put the new Mission Statement into practice, the Visioning
Committee provided five LWML Core Values:
•
•
•
•
•

Christian Women — We live as redeemed children of the Triune God.
In God’s Word — We live in joyful response to the Holy Scriptures.
Mission-Focused — We answer God’s call to share His Gospel at home and abroad.
Embrace Diversity — We are sisters in Christ who value and benefit from each other.
Servant Leaders — We are called and equipped by God to serve others.

New campaign: I Am the Heart of LWML We are the Heart of the LWML because we are
HIS: Held by His Word Inspired to share His Gospel Surrounded by His grace. A primary
focus of the campaign is that each woman of the LCMS is the Heart of LWML. Christ is
in the heart of each woman as she engages in mission education, mission inspiration,
mission service, and mission support. Each woman of the LCMS is invited to embrace
her role as a Lutheran Woman in Mission. LWML Washington-Alaska District 2020-2022
Mission Grants Amount
1 Aid to Washington-Alaska District Scholarship Fund 16,000
2 Children of the Nations – Bellevue Sanitation Block, Bellevue, Haiti 9,000
3 Lutheran Indian Ministries - Alaskan Native Youth Cultural Camp 8,500
4 Lutheran Bible Translators, LBT Missionaries - Derricks Building Project 10,000
5 Matthew House, Monroe, Washington 10,000
6 The Apple of His Eye Mission Society 5,000
7 Anchor Lutheran School, Anchorage, Alaska (Original request 20,000) 15,900
7 Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Anchorage, Alaska (Original request 10,000) 7,950
Total $82,350
Thank you for your mite donations supporting our missions around the world! I invite
you to visit the LWML website www.lwml.org for great information about LWML, the
national grants, Bible studies, the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly publication and much,
more. at www.lwml.org. Also, visit the Washington-Alaska District website www.waaklwml.org to find out what is happening around our district.

Marilee Ryan, President,
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Washington-Alaska District
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CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 2021
PRESIDENT
Mike Ryan

VICE-PRESIDENT
Byron Malloy

SECRETARY
Margaret Dildine

TREASURER
James Koch

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Elaine Pearson
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WE REMEMBER FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN
OUR PRAYERS
Rose Mino, recent, health and mobility
concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility
concerns
Ray Wans, health and mobility
Mike Malloy, continued healing from stroke
Kim Bayley, as she fights cancer
Henry Schnackenberg, physical difficulties
Leticia Soriano, as she faces health
difficulties
Grace Lutheran, as we seek to grow in
2021—pray that God would add young
families and children to our midst in the
coming year
Gene Huber—COVID-19
Virginia Ryan—COVID-19

ELDER
Walt Ziebell

MISSIONS/EVANGELISM/STEWARDSHIP
Kathy Lawson

FELLOWSHIP
Jackie Fannin

WEBMASTER
Helen Holten

PASTOR
Rev. Mark Anderson
GLCPastor8401@gmail.com

Apologies to Jackie Fannin for not
including her in the Church Council
listing last month. You’re there now!
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Febrary 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

Wednesday

Tuesday

2

3

Thursday

4

Saturday

Friday

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM ELDERS
MEETING
6:30PM

7
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

8
CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETING
6:30PM

9

10

WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM
DAY OF
EPIPAPHANY

ZOOM & IN
PERSON

14

15

10:00 Worship Service

16
MT. BAKER
WINKEL

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

21
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

28
10:00 Worship Service

17
WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM

ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE 6:30

22

23

24
WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – January 2021
“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to
demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously
is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In
other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through
the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but
we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one
more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy
that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in
giving is sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was
rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and
death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the
church.
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving
is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious
work of the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart has
grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class.
Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His
incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith and knowledge. And where that
excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.
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KNOW. . .
GROW. . .
GO!. . .
KNOW. . . .JESUS
GROW. . . IN HIS WORD
GO. . . TELL OTHERS ABOUT HIM

A QUESTION OUT OF CURIOSITY: What happened to bringing a Bible to church?
Yes, there’s one in the pew rack in front of you. However, you can highlight,
underline, and put stars or asterisks beside favorite verses. BYOB! NOT BEER!
B=bring Y=your O=own B=Bible
BRING YOUR OWN BIBLE! Mark the Scriptures that will be read. Use a pen or pencil
to take notes. Let’s make this a congregational Lenten challenge!
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Grace Lutheran Church
8401 Holly Drive
Everett, WA 98208
(425)353-1852

Web: www.grace-everett.org
Email: gracelcms8@gmail.com
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